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T(f the President and the Committee of the EnrjUsh 

Homoeopathic Association. 



My Lord and Gentlemen, 

In accordance with the Resolution, by which you re- 
quested me to draw up, for publication by the Association, 
the Lectures delivered by me at Exeter Hall, in the year 
1849, on the subject of Homoeopathy, I have endea- 
voured to fulfil the duty thereby imposed. On com- 
pleting its fiilfilment, I must acknowledge the delay that 
has taken place. Of its cause your kindness will render 
unnecessary any detail, further than to state that the 
work has been written in moments snatched from the 
duties of a profession, which subjects its followers to 
almost continual interruption. This condition having 
existed, will serve also as apologetic of any imperfections 
which the critical eye may discover in the work itself. 

When this work was commenced, little was it sup- 
posed, that it would be necessary to record an attack on 
the personal liberty of one of the Members of the 
Association, an attack, which all parties have agreed 
in denoimcing, and the particulars connected with which 
are detailed fully in the Appendix. This has been an 
additional source of delay. 



VI ADDRESS. 

This attack has tended, like all such attacks ge- 
nerally do tend, to the honour and the progress of 
Homoeopathy. 

Congratulating the Association on the success of its 
efforts in this matter, a success demonstrating the neces- 
sity and the value of its existence, I beg to present 
this tribute of my homage to the objects for which the 
Association was established, and subscribe myself, 

Your fellow-member and co-operator, 

JOHN EPPS, M.I), 



January 1, 1850, 
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TUB DISCOVERT OF TRUTH. 



CHAP. I. wMch the truth, by the very necessity of its nature, either niust, 

I or appears likely to, overturn ; iind, That truth has ultimately 
triumphed. 
In regard to the first axiom, that TRUTH uas bees DiscoTEaED 
AT DISTINCT AND OFTEN DISTAST ISTEHVALS, do not the filCtS, 
that the world has existed so niauy hundreds of years, aud that, 
though so much truth has been diseovered, so much remains on- 
discovered, testiiy to the Bouudoess of this axiom ? This axiom 
does not imply that truth was ever imperfect. It came perfect 
from the Divine mind, and exists in the universe in all its glorious 
pertection. Even ancient mythology teaches this, when it in its 
poetic relation declares, that Minerva, tlie goddess of wisdom, 
came forth from the brain of the mythological chief god Jupiter, 
fiiUy formed and perfectly armed ; a relation vividly testifying to 
the belief among the philosophers of olden times in the, as origi- 
nally created, perfection of truth. In reference to the essential 
perlection of truth, and, at the same time, its gradual discovery 
by man at distinct and often distant intervals, how appropriate 

I are the beantiliil imagery and the forcible language of Milton, in 
his speech for the liberty of unlicensed printing, addressed to the 
parliament ; " Truth indeed came into the world with her Divine 
Master, and was a perfect shape, most glorious to look upon ; but 
when he ascended, then straight arose a wicked race of deceivers, 
who took the virgin truth, hewetl her lovely form into a thousand 
pieces, and scattered them to the four winds. From that time 
ever since, the sad tVieiids of truth, such as durst appear, went 
up and down, gathering up limb by limb still as they could 
find them. We have not found them all, lords and commons, 
nor ever shall do, till her Master's second coming : he shall 
bring together every joint and member, and shall mould them 
into an immortal featiu-e of loveliness and perfection." 
Indeed, the truths of creation have been written on the pages 
of that wide spread book ever since the day when the sons of 
God shouted for joy on beholding the beautiful lines of the 
Divine h and- writing ; that hand-writing has been there ever 
fiince ; but a genius, one, who can read and record with a beauty 
wearing to its perfection, the fingering of God, has appeared only 
once in a century ; and it was not till the last century, that the 
genuised eye of Hahnemann read the great truth, which the 



THE OPPOSITION TO TRDTD DISCOVERED. 3 

Divine mintl has esfaiblished to reffulnU the action o/ the boiUes, CUap. Ji 
created/or tlie cure of mtiii^g diseases. 

The second axiom. That the opposition, always CREATED 
wots THE DIBfOVERY ASD TOE DIFPU8I0K OP ANY TRUTH, 
HAS BEEN rROPOIlTIONED IN STRENGTH, INTENBITV, AND 
AMOUNT, TO THE INTERESTS, WIJICH THE TRUTH, RV THE 
VERY NECESSITY OF 1T8 NATURE, EITHEB MUST UK APPEAHB 
likel't to overturn, is too well atttsted to admit of dmilit. 
It is establighetl as a fact, and its estalilisliment is a glorinus step 
in the pro-jresB of mind. Who does not know how Galiit-o was 
ptTsecuted because he discovered and demonstrated wliiit the 
Creator had appointed, namely, the earth to go round the sun ? 
Who does not know how violently the Newtonian aysteni of 
gravitation was opposed ? Who has not heard how the illustrious 
Uarvey was persecuted by his medical contcm]Kiraries for dis- 
covering and describing the way in which the Creator directed 
the blood to circulaf* I Who is not aware of the opposition 
which inoculation with the small pox encountered?* And, to 
descend to a still later period, are not many now living, who 
have heard the abuse heaped upon Jenner, for his glorious dis- 
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Ij Mary MonWgue proWatod tlmt in Ihe fnilr or five yoars inuupdinWly siie- 
her arriTiil nt home, nho aeldoro pmaed a day without re|»iitmg of Iwr imtri- 
aodcrtnkiiig : ami she rowed ilic ucTer would have ntteinptad it if shu hid 
n, the pergQGutioD, luiil enm tba obliiqu; it brouglit upou hat. 
TLa clamaum raised agiunat the practice, and of coursi.' ngniiiat her, were iH'jrond 
belief. The fiionlty alt rouo in ntms to a mrin, foMMfllinff ftiloro and the most Jima- 
trouR consequenoos ,' the olargy dcsenuled from (heir pul|<ita on the inipioty of thus 
socking to take events out of the hands of Providpnoo ; and the common people were 
taught to hoot nt her aa nn unnatural mother who had riabiod the livos of her ovfn 
ohildren. We now read in grave medical biogmphj', th-it the dtaeoTer; waa instantly 
hailed, and the method adopted hy the principal mtunhera of that profostiinn. Very 
likely they left this recorded ; for, whenever an invention ora projeot — and Ihosamo 
mny be said of persoui — haa uiado ita way ao well by itKlf aa to ettnblish a rortnln 
reputation, moat people are sure to find out that thcyalwayspatroniaodit from the be- 
ginning, and a happy gift of tbrgetfnlaess enables many to believe their own Msertion. 
Qnt what aaid Lady Mary of the actual Gict and aetnal time f Why, that the four 
great physicians deputed by government to watch the progress of her daughter's 
inoeuLktlon, botayed not only such incredulity na to its Hucoeae, hut auch an im- 
wUlingncil to have ittuccecd — sueh nn evident spirit of ranuour aud malignity, that 
slie never cared to-lcavc the child alone with them one second, lost it ahould in wmic 
huSbt &om their inteHhrence. 
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OPPOSITION TO APPLICATIOSS OF THUTII, 
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I. coveiy, that vaccination is a protection, appointed by 
against the devastator, small pox.* 

Inventors have had a similar opposition. How Frank]] 
denounced for his impiety in using lightninfj rods to draw away 
uninjuriously to the earth heaven's lightning ? How Arkwright 
was insultfid and ridiculed when he invented the spinning jenny 'i 
How Windsor was denounced as a visionary when he exhibited 
the plan of lighting London with gas ? And was not Fulton 
deemed almost insane when he asserted that he would navigate 
the ocean by steam ? 

An opposition equally powerful has been raised against the dis- 
coverers of moral and religions truths. When the strong-minded, 
the profound-reasoning Paul, had declared at Ephesua the great 
principle, that to worship images is irrational and contrary to 
truth, so strong was the opposition of Demetrius and others, 
engaged in making silver shrines for the imaged goddess Diana, 
that " they with one voice for about the space of two hours, cried 
oat. Great is Diana of the Ephesians," Acts xxiv. 34, 

Whateley, the logician, has expressed the state of matters in 
reference to this axiom very clearly : — " In proportion as any 
branch of study leads to important and useftd resnlts— in pro- 
portion as it gains ground in public estimation— in proportion as 
it tends to overturn existing errors, in the same degree it may be 
expected to call forth angry declamation fi^m those who are 
trying to deapise what they will not learn, and wedded to preju- 
dices which tliey cannot defend," 

In the contemplation of these struggles how encouraging is 
the third axiom, that truth has ultimatelt tridmpiied. 



} other 



r discover} of tho immortnl Jonner receired — 
■ery — with ridicule and contempt. By the 



Royitl College of rbyaicuuiai not only wag iTenner porsccutcil nnd oppressed ; but 
long cTon aHer the benefits whicli his pnivtioe had vonfbrred npon mnjiiiiiid hod been 
univonally admitted, the peilantB of that most pedanttc of bodies refused ta give him 
tbeir license to pnuttico his proloBaiini in London ; because, with a proper feeling of 
self-respect, hedeeltned to undergo at their huids a. scliool-hoy eianiinalion io Greek 
and Latin. Evon religion and tho Bililo were mado engini>a of ntlach ngiJnst him. 
From tbOM Elrhnion of Frankbl't dudueed his ehief grounds of nccuBaCioia against 
the new praoticc ; and he gravply utMmpted to proco from ■] notations of tho jiro- 
phutical parts of Scripturo, and tho writings of the fiithers of tho charcli, thiit Vaoci- 
nation was the ri'nl Anli-Cliritl."—T)It<KSim'H Fallnfii-f of iJir F'lfiilly. 



TTLTIMATE TRirMPH OF THUTH. .1 

^ Many imleoil have been the difficulties she has hful to j^ CUAl'. 
through. Woll has it liecn observed by an CL-clcsiastie, " Tnith 
is a fTuest that often brin^ those who entertiun her into 
trouble."* Flames, iaggots, tortures, racks, fiery furnaces, were, 
in ancient times, the lot of her adherents. In mrjdem times, 
prisons, law-expenses, tninsiwi-tations, cxilinfis, have been and 
are the portions ; but still truth has risen triumphantly over her 
toes, and the experience of the past abundantly justifies the 
zealoiis admirer of a truth, not as yet received, to ex]>ect that, 
in time, the object of his admii-ation will be the admiration of 
millions, and what may have been to him misery, or at least 
suilering, will be, to thousands, joy. 

These axioms have a relation to Homojopathy, as subject, 
even at the present time, to an opposition, not characterised by 
the dignity, which becomes those, who profess to be scientific. 
:ind not regulated by a repai-d for the decencies, which ought 
always to be manifested by all wlio represent themselves as 
engaged in the practice of a profession, more especially having 
to do with conditions, which, of all others, must tend to humanize 
the mind, 

These axioms will serve to explain why Homoeopathy was not 
discovered before, why Homa)opathy has Ix'pn so violently and 
unfeirly opposed, and why to the stru^le fur its establishment 
a successful issue may be expected. 

What is this Homoeopathy i 

To make the answer to tins question clear and thus to demon- 
strate the truth of Homoeopathy, it will Iw necessary to notice 
some particulars in connexion with life ; for it is to life in its 
modifications that Homoaopathy has relation. 

The observant mind looks over the universe and beliolds an 
immense variety of objects; in feet, they seem inntmierjdile. 
Confiision must result from this view, was not the mind endowed 
ivitb a power which leads to the arranguig of boilios, having 
similarities, into groups. 

This power in exercise has led to the referring of all natural 
objects to one or other of three great divisions, which, on the 
;, that the individuals belonging to each division arc regii- 
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LIFE ASD ITS ACTIONS. 



CIIAF. 1. lated by certain laws distinctive of each, are dcsi};^tted kiSG- 

It)0M8 ; and tlie mineriil kingdom, the vegetable kingdom, and 
the animal kingdom, ore phrases appreciated bj' all. 
One feature specially marks the objects of the mineral king-- 
dom: it is the absence of life. These objects are said to be 
inanimate. Wanting this life, they in general have a dull, ft 
somlire hue, an inactive appearance. They are valued because 
useful, and the sources of multitudinous eomtbrts. 
How different is the vegetable kingdom I How cheering are 
the olgects belon^ng to it. Indeed this kingdom by the beauty 
of its objects affords depositaries in which man dcliglits to place 
his most genuine and pure feelings. Who has not, at some 
period of his life, associated with the lily the virgin purity, 
and with the rose the beauty of her, who has gained the first 
warm impulses of his heart ? 
And why is the vegetable kingdom so pleasing ? la it not 
from this, that the individuals constituting its objects, have life ? 
and life is beauty. 

I How still more distinct is the animal kingdom. Life is beau- 
tiful, but the life of vegetable existence, unaided by the life of 
animal wcistence, becomes wearying ; but what renders animal 
life so pleasing "i ITie subjects belonging to it, have, like those 
of the vegetable kingdom, life, but they have an addition, and 
that addition is MOTION. 
The general distinctions between minerals, vegetables, and 
animals, all readily recognize. An examination, a little more 
minute, discovers other distinctions ; demonstrates that the parts, 
composing these individuals, are very diiferent. A sameness, an 
oneness prevail in the parts of a mineral ; but the parts of a 
vegetable and those of an animal are distinct and diverse in 
appearance. In fact, they are found to be apparatuses for the 
pertbrmanco of certain duties, connected with life, and these dis- 
tinct parts, as performing these duties, are called organs ; they 
tare the woRttlsa APrARATDSES op life. 
On examining still more minutely the individual vegetables 
and animals, it is foimd, that these work-apparatuses, tliese 
oi^^fl, become more numerous just in proportion as the dutiis 
or fitnctiong. which the individual vegetable or animal has to 
pertxtrm. lire numerous and complicated. 
i A ^ 




OROASS ASD PniCTlONS. 7 

oinials have more numerous and coin]tlicateJ ap|tapatnsc3 CHAl'. 1. 
or orgjins tlian li.ive vegetalilee. ami tlie feet, that they move, 
wliile vegetables do not, will explain this ; for. as motiim-beinffg, 
they have more duties to perform than beings, which do not 
move. 

Animals themselves differ in the numlwr and the complexity 
of their organs, and the naturalist hiis traced the various amount, 
varying in exact accordance to the tnnctiona to be peiformed by 
each, from the simplest form of animal existence up to the highest, 
MAN. 

The head of the animal kingdom is man. He has life and has 
manifestations of tliat life more numerous and peculiar than any 
othet animal, and lie has ap]>aratuses or organs in proportion, 

Man, then, so far as his bodi/ is concerned, is a machine, con- 
sisting of many machines or organs : through these machines or 
organs, the life, animated nature's endowment, «<•(«, and the 
actions, produced by this life operating through these oi^nie 
jwirts. I.e. the functions of these parts, are, in other words, the 
manilestatioiis of life, appointed by the Creator to take place in 
conjunction vritb these parts : they are sometimes called the 
manifestationa of vitality. 

ITie human machine is, therefore, a little microcosm, in which 
lifu acts, realising the wonderfiil uses, for which the Creator 
eonstitated the human being. 

The oi^ans of this microcosm, anatomy unfolds ; the funcUona 
or uses, pJiysioloffy declares. 

As long as these organs are in their nat^^,ral, called eome- 
times normal state, the life, acting through them, presents the 
phenomena of vitality in so beautiful an order, so suitable a har- 
mony, that nothing but the habituation to the phenomena prevents 
the mind being struck with wonder. These orderly phenomena, 
tlicse beautiftilly harmonizing manifestations, are health. 

Sometimes life, from its dawn to its close, presents a succes- 
sive series, varying according to age, of these orderly phenomena, 
these beautiftilly harmonizing manifestations. 

Thus the living human being is seen to pass from the help- 
lessness, the vegetative happiness, or, at least, comfort of infancy, 
into the playfiilness and the prattling and the rapid development 
ipg childhood : the childhood's playfulness into the life-fiill, the 
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I. firmer, the more Kettlwl activi^ of youth, tlie prattling into full 
developed speech, and tlic softness of the &anio into solidity 
combined with softness : then the youth gradually assumes the 
forms of manhood, and the girl the beauties of womanhood, the 
mind ex]»anding with the body : the impa^ioned eye, the new 
tendernesses of nature proclaim the development of feelings, that 
add, in their proper activitj', some of the highest charms to life: 
the previously single become united by that invisible link, of 
which marriage is merely the visible sign ; and the result is, a 
7ifw existence, in which, if not the physical and mental features 
of both parents, at least the feelings of love in both, are concen- 
tered. The mature man endued with powers of mind, ia seen 
struggling with manly energy and persevering assiduity in his 
duties, cheered by her, who is his helpmeet ; and life onward 
moves till moulded into a more sobered aspect, the aspect of old 
age ; and, at last, having distributed to their rising descendants 
the results of their matured wisdom, the aged, softened by their 
kindlier sympathies, surrounded by their oflspring, fall asleep, 
satisfied with the enjoyments they have had in time, and regard- 
ing these as a foretaste of those they have to enjoy through 
eternity. 

Of what is this the picture i Of what hut an uninterrupted 
possession of that state of organs, tlirough which, the life 
iieting produces that beautiiul harmony of manifestations, called 
health. 

Such a picture is aoinetbries to he beheld : it would he always 
beheld, were men for a series of generations to act in obedience 
to all the laws of the Creator. 

But though this picture of undisturbed, of harmonizing mani- 
festations may be seen, sometimes, in ail its untarnished glory, 
more frequently varied and bedimmed, other less pleasing pic- 
tures are very frequently forced upon the notice. 

Behold the little in&nt, attacked with severe pain, writhing in 
convulsions, burned up with heat, rejecting the very breast, on 
which it used to hsmg with inexpressible satisfaction ; and, com- 
bined with tliis, is seen the anxious eye of the mother, dull with 
the lengthened watching. And what is this ? Is it health ? No. 
It is life ; hut is it life acting in a regular way ? Surely not, — 
it is life acting in an hvefftilar way — it is DmEASi;, 




DISEASE AND 1T8 MAKIFE8TATI0S8, 



Lgain, behold the youth, fiill of power. " with marrow whose CllAi', I. 
ines are moistened," in the hey-dey of life, affecteil with turgid 
cheeks, 6ashing eyes, enlarged and throbbing arteries in his 
temples, talking madly, trying to break irom the kind hands that 
restrain him. What is this ? Is it life ? Yea, it is. Is it life 
in regular action ? No. It is life in irregular action — it is 

DISEASE, 

See the fill! grown man, the centre of the social circle, the 
provider for the wants of his happy home, the bread-winner for 
them all — the man of strong energy, of active habits — laid on 
the bed of sickness : See his pallid look, his anxious coujitenance, 
his sunken eyes, bis panting nostrils, his brow clothed with the 
cold damp of death, his tingers conv\ilsively active in picking the 
bed clothes ; and, at his side, see tlie loved one, who lives in 
him, living a. new life — a life of unsleeping activity, watching 
every look and speaking thanks in her looks at every respite 
fi'om his pains, his restlessness. What is this ? Is it death i 
No ; it is life, exhausting itself in its destructive eiforts— it is 
DISEASE. 

What then is disease but irregular, abnormal, niani/eatO' 
tiona of life'i Disease is vitalUy disturbed in its mani/estatiotia : 
life, not disturbed in its own nature, but disturbed, because the 
apparatuses, the organs, through which it acts, are not in their 
natural, their normal, their regular state. 

Health, then, is life, acting through the organs of the body in 
their natural, their regular, their normal condition: disease, 
also, is life, acting through the organs in an unnatural, an irre- 
^lar, an abnormal condition : in other words, health is life, 
acting through healthy organs : disease is life, acting through 
unhealthy oi^ans. 

But it is LIFE IN BOTH. Disease and health, both are life's 
actions, both are the effects of vitaUty. 

The conditions, essential to health, are life and a natural con- 
dition of the organs ; a condition, like that iu which they were 
created, and in relation to which they were pronounced " good." 

The conditions, essential to disease, are life and a condition 
of the organs contrary to nature, in which disturbed condition 
the life, acting through them, will, iu most eases, if unaided, end 






10 POIXTS OF COSTRAHT BETWEES IIEALTD a51> t'ISEASE. 

CllAl". 1. Hi-altli is the nile ; (liBc«s« is the exceptiou : hnilth is the 
HtiindiirTl : di:«ease is the deviation trom that btandard : health is 
the of&pnng of the hannoDV esUting between the life and the 
organs : di:«ea6e is the ofispring of the discord between the life 
and the organs. 

Health is the straight line, liejriiuiing and ending in Kfe. 
atul in God, the Author of hfe: disease is the deviation from 
the straight line, beginning in the violation of the Creator's 
)uw, aa recorded in man's physical constitution, and ending iu 
death. 

A swimmer goes into deep water : he makes a rt^ular and 
slow efibrt, keeps himself buoyant, and is save<l. A person, not 
a Bwimraer, gets into deep water, uses violent efforts, struggles 
hard, and exhausting himself with the struggling, sinks. 

Both use their muscular piwer ; the one to safirty, the other 
to destruction. Health is the name for the gracefiil, the safetj- 
producing action : disease is tlie niuiie tor the violent, the de- 
structive action. 

Disease is the name for the phenomena of life disturbed in the 
manifestation of the phenomena, the struggle : it bears the same 
i-elation to these as the word " battle" bears to the phenomena, 
exhibited in killing, piercing, cutting, shooting, djing, which a 
field of battle presents. A battle can be fought, but you cannot 
fight t/te battle. 

There is no self-existent, independent matter or thing, called 
disettse. to overcome ; it is only life, struggling injuriously. 

To conclude these illustrations: health is regular, orderly 
active lile : disease is irregular, disorderly active life. 

BeautJiully and cleverly has the talented author of " the Past 
and the Present" remarked, " All misery is faculty misdirected; 
strengtli that has not yet found its way." The same is definitive 
of disease. — " It is life-power misdirected : it is life's strength 
that has not found its way." 

TUcs<' illustrative eaplanations oi' life and disease have been 
made thus numerous, because of the imi»ortance connected with 
accurate notions of wliat disease is : since if this view of dise&se 
be understoiHi and adoptetl. the dreadfidly destructive notion w4|] 
he annihilateiL which actually imagines that, in deatro^yj 
tiw iwwr Iff life to m.xnifkst symi'TOMk, disease is overcome: 
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faotion practically tbuiideil on tlie ofttimes fatal jissuiinition, (' 
^Uit there is more power in disease thiiii in hetiltli. 

Necessary, indeed, are these illustrations, for how common is 
the phrase, " overcoming disease ;" and the phrase i« common 
because the idea of ovorcomin)^ disease is almost universally 
prevalent ; hence the phrases, " the more violent the disease, the 
more violent the remedy ;" "■ violent diseases reiiiiire violent 
remedies." 

With such maxims as these influencing the minds of medical 
practitioners, it is no wonder that violent medicinal means should 
jibound : no wonder that medical practice presents 

Bleedings, Moxaa, Salivations, 

Leechinga, Issues, Emetizings, 

Cuppings, Tartar emetic rubbings. Drastic purgatives, 

Blisterings, Mustard poultices. Opiates, 

Setons, Mercurial frictions, Ac. &.c. 4c. 

Wliat a drcadfiil warrior is the old system me<lical practi- 
tioner. Hanging at his side is a war complement of sharp* 
cuttmg lancets : dangling from his belt he has a powerful cupping 
instrument: on his back is a blister: from his shoulders hang 
plasters : skeins of thread and seton needles are ananged round 
his neck : issue peaa form bracelets round his wrist : a bag of 
mustard is siispended from one arm, tartar emetic ointment 
from the other : and some match boxes, with cotton and a lamp 
to burn holes in the body, to make moxaa, he holds in one hand, 
and, in the other, countless agents, potent against the constitu- 
tion but not against disease. 

Such is his panoply. He is so armed because he has, at 
least so he thinks, to overcome disease ; and so much does the 
force of his weapons raise him to the character of a slayer, that 
this system of medical treatment has been and is called the 
" kerow"' system. 

But the physician's object is to remove the symptoms, which 
indicate the life power struggling injuriously : his object is to 
alter the stat« of the organ or oi^ans, which the life, acting 
through, causes the manifestations produced to be irregular, to 
be diseased. 

The iiu][uiiy now occurs. What are tbb hgahb by which hf 
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can realize this object quickh/. safely, and favourably, (" curatlo 
iuto, cito, juaundeJ") 

It is well known, that, betw(*n the stomach in the state of 
health and certain articles in the agfjregate called food, a rela- 
tionsliip has been fixed, which ensures that, when the articles are 
taken, nourishment must result. 

An equally tixed relationship has been established between the 
body in a state of disease and certain articles, which, when ad- 
ministered as the Creator has appointed, have the power of caus- 
ing a state, whieh is simultaneous with the removal of disease. 

These bodies are called remedies, and they have, it is likely, 
existed from the earliest time. In fact, the thought is not to be 
regarded as altogether visionary, which suggests, that the change 
which took place at the fell, which converted plants into weeds, 
might have been arranged so that the diseases which soon were 
to develop themselves should be successfully antagonised by the 
properties of the degenerated plants. 

It is not necessary to notice either the immense number of 
medical sj-stems, which have been promulgated at different 
periods of the world's history, or the still greater variety of 
medicinal substances. 

It will be sufficient to notice the two systems, under which 
medicines, as acting upon diseases, have been grouped ; the first 
being that, in which the medicines act or are supposed to act, in 
inducing an action in the diseased part or system of a kind 
directly opposite to that, principally prominent in the disease, 
the practitioner thus expecting to overcome the disease ; the 
second being that, in whieh medicines are used to induce an 
action, a new diseased action, in a part different from that, in 
which the disease first manitests itself. The first system is 
called ANTiPATiilo, or antipatiit, from nvri. anti, against, and 
sToeoc, pathos, suffering ; and the latter allopatht, from aWat, 
alios, another, and naBoQ, pathos .- the former produces an affec- 
tion against or opposite to the disease : the latter produces an 
action in another part. 

The antipathic method is in one point of view, putting out a 
fire by heaping damp combustible materials thereon : The allo- 
pathic is to light a fire in anotlier part of the building to put out 
the fire in another part. 
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.nt^tathic mode of treating diaeage. — This meUiod appa- 
rentljf rational, really vnscientijie. — Tfie cause of skepkss- 
ness, — The iihsurdity of opiates to force sle&p. — Forced sleep 
not curative. — TJie injuriousnesa of Bitliduing pain hy <^num, 
Dr. Currie'a case. — Ojnum in evMuing pain produces 
palsy. — Alkalies in acidity of the stomach. — Acids in alka- 
U»e urinary deposits. — Alkalies in acid deposits. — T/te 
antipathic system fmtnded on a mistake : tfus mental cha- 
racter of its supporters. 



le Ahtipateic method is presented under !i great variety c'llAl'. ir, 
of aspects. 

To a person troubled with acidity of the stomach, alkaline 
bodies, which chemically neutralize acids, (carbonate of soda is 
an instance,) are given. To a patient sufferin§r from alkaline 
deposits in his urine, acids, such as lemon juice, which chemically 
neutralize alkalies, are administered. If a person is sleepless, 
opium, which produces stupefection and insensibility, is given. 
To one experiencing excruciating pain, opium, or some other 
stapeiact ion -producing substance, is administered : for a person 
constipated, purgatives are prescribed : for one relaxed, astrin- 
gents or substances that bind are ordered : and if the pulse ia 
rapid and strong, blood letting, which lowers the pulse and the 
strength, is practised on the individual. 

This method is literally contraries treateti by contraries, 
(contraria contrariis curantur.) This method has, at first view, 
feasibility. If, in pain, what better than to have the pain 
relieved ? K sleepless, what better than to have sleep induced ? 
If the digestive system does not manifest the results of its 
activity in regular alvine action, why not make those results 
It* 
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ASTIl'ATUY rSSCIENTIPIC. 



I, All examination of thia system will sliow its unscientific 
character, its absurdity, its futility. 

The individual eaj*es may be examined. 

A sick person is sleepless. He prays for sometbiag to cause 
him to sleep. The wish is natural, and the physician ought to 
be able to aid him. The antipathic physician seeks to aid him 
by giving him an opiate. In so doing he acts empirically with- 
out science. Why is the patient sleepless ? Sleep is the natural 
condition of man for certain hours of the twentj-ftiur. If 
tliis natural condition does not ocetir, there must exist some 
cause to prevent its oecun-ence. In other words, in order that 
sleep should take place, it is necessary that the nervous system 
should be in an undisturbed, quiescent condition. But the nervous 
system cannot be in this quiescent condition if any injuiious 
cause is acting upon the system. The nervous system b thereby of 
necessity disturbed, and the want of sleep Is the consequence of 
this disturbance. And this disturbance of the nervous system 
causing the absence of sleep, is one of the greatest benefits which 
it Confers on the possessor, for it is by thia restlessneffi that the 
individual is warned of the existence of some injurious cause 
acting on his constitution. In fact, this sleeplessness is au 
effect of the nervous system doing its duty. The scientific, the 
homteopathic practitioner, devises means by which the injurious 
cause and its effects are removed, and then sleep comes of 
nature's wont. What, on the other hand, does the antipathic 
practitioner ? He prescribes opium, that is a moans by which 
the natural, the proper, the waming-^ving sensitiveness of the 
nervous system is deadened, and thus he forces sleep, not by 
diminishing the power of the injurious t^ent, nor by altering the 
conditions which the injurious agency has induced in the living 
fabric, but by deadening the power of perception of the nervous 
system. He acts like the man, who attempted to extinguish the 
fire, by gagpng the watchman, who cried out fire. 

But note the sleep produced by the opium. Is it a refreshing 
sleep ? It is not, indeed, a sleep ; it is a stupefaction. Contrast 
that stupefaction-sleep with the sleep, which occurs when the 
diseased state is in process of cure, in other words, when the 
irregular state of the diseased organ or organs is in process of 
reduction to i-egidarity. 




Ff'IiCED SLEEP NOT CURATIVE. 15 

But in inducing this sleep, does lie overcome the diseaj^ed CUAr, IL 
condition ? By no menus : he only masks it. Does he expel 
the enemy, wearing out the constitution ? No : h« only hides 
it. He does to the patient what the cold does to the man, 
who, from the intense cold is mude to fcel sleepy : he sleeps, and 
he no longer feels the cold ; but the eold feels him, and grasps 
in his sleep with his cold hiinds his beating heart and stops it. 
But it was comforhd'h for tlie man not to feel the cold ; and, with 
the comfort he died. 

In fact, not only is the disease not stayed by this forced sleep, 
but it progresses : for, notwithstanding the patient sleeps, the 
disease does not, All that happens is, that he does not feel 
it going on : he gains a delusive respite : he sleeps before 
execution. 

To take another illustration, the autipathist ^ves anodynes or 
sedatives to allay pain, and he tliinks he does wonders. But 
what is pain ? It, like sleeplessness, is an indication, produced 
by the nervous system by the existence of some injurious cause 
acting upon the general system. It is a friend this pain. It is 
the voice of Nature speaking in language loud as she can speak, 
■ There is danger.' The autipathist gives some medicine, which 
he says will relieve this pain. But how ? by deadening the power 
of ])erception on the part of the nervous system. The scientific 
practitioner will remove the pain, but then he removes the state 
wliich causes the nervous system to be impressed so as to cause 
this pain. In fact, antipathy is empiricism of the lowest kind. 

An illustration of this antipathic method, taken from the 
practice of one who was an ornament to his profession, namely, 
the late Dr. Currie, of Liverpool. The case is related in his 
treatise entitied. Medical Reports, on the Effects of Water, 
Cold and Warm, as a Remedy in Fever and other Diseases, (tf. 

" George Gardner, a soldier in the Staffordshire militia, was 
put under my care by his officers, on the 20th of February, 1781. 
About a fortnight before, after severe dancing and hanl drinking 
at a country wediling, in which he ha<l been employed two days 
and nights, he fell suddenly into a fit, which lasted an hour and 
a half, during which his consciousness was abolished. The head 
was pulled towards the left shoulder, the left comer of the 
jiumtli was thrown upwards, the eyes were hollow, the counte* 
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THE ABUSE OF OPJCM IX SITBDCIKG PAIS. 



CUap. II. Qance pale and ghastly, the fece aiKi neck bedewed with a oold 
sweat ; but his moat distresstug sviuptom was a \*iolent pain 
under the ensiform cartilage, with a. sodden interruption of his 
breathing every fourth or fifth inspiration, by a convulsive 
hiccup, accompanied by a violent contraction of the muscles of 
the abdomen and lower extremities. He felt on this occasion as 
if he had received an unexpected blow on the pit of the stomach. 
Before I saw Mm he had been bled and vomited repeatedly, and 
had used the warm bath, not only without alleviation but with 
aggravation of his complaints. 

" He first took a grain of opium every other hour, afterwards a 
grain every hour, and at last two grains every hour ; but he 
grew worse and worse during the two days on which this course 
was continued. The spasms extended to the back and shoulders, 
the head was at times retracted, and the muscles of the abdomen 
partook of the general afiection. Being no longer able to swal- 
low the pills, he took no medicine of any kind on the night of 
the 22nd, in the course of which general eoni-nlsions came on, 
and returned once or twice in every hour. The tincture of 
opium (liquid laudanum) was now directed to be given, and au 
ounce of the quick-silver ointment to be rubbed in on each 
thigh. In twenty-four hours he took two ounces and a haif of 
the tincture without sleep or alleviation of pain. The dose 
being increased, in the next twenty-six hours he swallowed jtfw 
oujtces and a half of the laudanum, a quantity wliich, at that 
time, was I believe unexampled. He lay now in a state of 
torpor. The rigidity of the spasms was indeed much lessened, 
and the general convulsions nearly gone ; but the debility was 
(extreme ; a complete hemiplegia, (a loss of power in one half of 
the body), had supervened ; the patient's eyes vrere fixed, and 
his speech faultering and unintelligible." 

How instructive is this case. The pain was deadened by the 
opium, but it was so only because the opium had so destroyed 
the power of the nervous system, as Dr. Currie acknowledges, 
as to produce palsy. 

But the patient was not cured of his disease by the opium. 
' As this young soldier appeared on the utmost verge of life, it 
Boemed no longer sate to continue the laudanum, which had 
relieved spusui only in so 6ir as it had brought on general 
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paralysis. For the next six days he seemed to revive : the cUAP, m 
convTilsions tept oftj though the twitchings and convulsive 
hiccup continued. But on the night of the 1st of March he was 
seized, during sleep, with a convulsion as severe as ever, and this 
was followed by a return of all his svinptoms witli their former 
violence. Tht' jaws were indeed more completely locked than 
before, deglutition was become impossible, and the pain under 
the ensifonn cartilage was so extreme as to force from the 
patient the most piercing cries. 

The preceding illustrations of the antipathic system are suffi- 
cient to demonstrate its empirical character. Still it seems usefiil 
to refer to other illustrations in connexion with the system, be- 
cause these are considered hy the advocates of antipathy as 
presenting the best evidences of the excellence of the system. 

Of these, the first illustration has reference to the use of 
pxirpative medicines in constipation : Tliat is, the bowels do not 
exhibit the usual regularity in the discharge of their contents : 
what more natural argues and practices the antipathist, than 
to give some medicine which will force them to discharge their 
contents ? To the untrained mind such a proceeding is perfectly 
natural ; the trained mind discovers the unscientilic and con- 
setiuently injurious character of this palliative antijtatliic treat- 
ment : and the discovery is obtained by the recognition of the 
Jkcts, first, that the more purgative medicine is taken the more 
constipated do the bowels become ; second, that the more fi-e- 
(|uently the purgative is taken, the greater is the dose required 
to produce any effect ; and, third, that decided injuries are pro- 
duced by the purgataves administered. 

Tlie horn ceo path ist, on the other hand, recognizes the pri- 
mary truth, that the intestines are in perpetual motion, and 
that motion is of such a nature as to keep up a perpetual carry- 
ing forward of their contents ; an action so constant that it 
takes place both during sleep and during waiting. The 
homceopathist fiirther recognizes, that if this carrying on action 
(peristaltic action as it is called,) is not manifested in the dis- 
charge of the contents of the bowels, the cause is to be found 
in some diseased state, which, as a whole, causes as a part of 
that whole, the non-expulsion. And the homceopathist contem- 
pistSBg liie diseased state as a whole, and the constipation as a 
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P. tl. part iif tlip wh'ile, finds a rcmwly for the wbole ilis^aseil stati-, 
Nil], this a>linini!it4-red, the constiiKition ceases. 

Tlic AtilipKtliiKt. in oilier wonls, treats the constipation as a 
priiiinry iliM-nsc. nml tliiiiks that while he ti)rc«s an o^tpositf 
effi-ct lit' gains tlie emi : the faomneopathist regards the consti- 
pation Its one finatiire in a general diseased state, and scebl in 
the curing of the diseased state by a remedy suited to it afe » 
whole, the solution of one efitct — the constipation. The 
aiiti|iathist gains liia end wnpiricaUy, and injorionsly to Ac 
sy8t«-in in general, aiid to the intestinal tcbe in particular: th» 
lioiniKopnthist gains the end sought without any injury to thi 
constitution, and with benefit to the intestinal tulte. 

'Hie remaining illuatrationg have relation to a chemical anti- 
pathism ; thus to correct aeiditff in the stomach, the ant]))athist 
gives alkalies : to remove the condition that causes the deposit 
of the nric acid from the urine, the antipathist administers 
alkalies ; and t<) remove the condition that causes alkaline depo- 
sits fi'om the urine, lie exhibits acids : that is, he prescribes the 
chemical opposites. To the empirical mind these modes of 
proceeding ap|)ear feasible; but the mind trained to exact obser- 
vation recognizes, as proofe of the unsoundness of these prac- 
tices, first, that persons still Buffer from acidi^ though they 
have taken, aeconling to their own assertion, carbonate of soda 
mllicient to stock a chemist's shop ; second, that the continued 
exhibition of alkalies to persons having had acid urine, <:anses 
at length a deposit of the alkaline deposits ; and, third, that if 
lU'ida are admiuistereil to remove the alkaline deposits, these 
acids will at lengtli cause the uric acid deposit.* 
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CHARACTER OV THE ATtTIPATmC METHOD. 

The antipatliic method is founded upon a mistake of wliat cUaI', II, 
disease is. Disease, as has been already explained, is lite, 
acting through a disordered organ : aiid the various symptoms 
are nothing but manifestations of that life strut^ling to recover 
health : and the autipathist gives a curious kind of aid in that 
struggle, either by destroyinj; the power of that lite by deaden- 
ing the susceptibility of the nervous system, or by ibrcing 
a<;tion. 

It is a practice Which suits the vulgar medical practitioner, like 
iis the practice of driving away sorrow by intoxication suits the 
common vulgar. It ia a practice, which suits the timid and the 
mere traders in the profession, enabling them to afford at times 
immediate temporary relief, an object desired by the timid, be- 
cause they have not the courage to wait till the necessary series 
of changes in the diseased state has been passed through, and 
desired also by the dkhonest, as such professional traders are, 
because they seek merely to please the patient, and do not re- 
gard the ultimate results on the patient's constitution. 
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IIAI". 111. The second nifthod. in accordance ivith which remedies hare 
been used to euro disease, iB that by which it is attempted to 
c-ure disease in one part of the system, by iitdticiny a disease in 
some other part of the system. 

This is the allopathic mode. 

The natm'e of tliis mode ^vill be best developed by a few 
ilhistrations. 

The following case was relatetl at a medical society by a 
medical gentleman of confiiderable practice. 

Ho stated the ease of a patient, who had been labouring un- 
d«r a violent inflammation of the eye. He could not bear the 
slightest light. The pains he endured were intense. The prac- 
titioner prescribed an exceedingly powerftil purgative medicine. 
As long as the medieine continued to act the patient felt better. 
Directly the purgative effect ceased, then the eye again become 
worse. The purgative medicine was again taken, and, during 
the violence of its action, the violent inflammation and the intense 
jiains in the eye were relieved. Directly the action of the purgsi- 
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tivf again ceascJ, the eye again became very painful. Tlius the cum 
tnedital geDtletnan proeeerled until he found that he gained 
nothing but temporary reliel". and he was at the same time 
injuring the constitution and exhausting the powers of his 
patient. 

The explanation uf thig case and of the treatment is simple. 
The patient had a state contrary to the natural condition, induced 
in his eye. The life, acting through the diseased organ, pro- 
duced morbid inanitestations, namely, the intense pains, the 
intolerance of light. &c. 

The piirgatjve medicine, irritating the intestitkcs, that is, in- 
ducing an unnatural condition in the intestines, cr»ate>d another 
direction, in which the life manifested itself unnattirally, in other 
words, created a disease. 

The life action was thus directed away from the eye to the 
intestines, and, so long an the medicine, the irritating cause, 
continued t« act ui>ou the intestines, or, in other words, so long 
as the new disease in the intestines continued, so long there waa 
a auspension of the aefive diaease in the eye. But the diseased 
state still existed passive, ready to awaken into renewed activity 
ilirectly the intestine ceased to demand the lite power to its aid : 
hence the return of the symptoms. 

Still the patient is relieved by the purging: (uid this relief, 
being mistaken for cure, has led to the extensive use of purgative 
medicines: persons forgetting, that the purgative relieves by 
indueui^r another disease : and, in this way can be explained the 
statement sincerely made by many, of the great benefits they 
have deri\'ed from various empirical pills, and other much lauded 
purgative medicines. Relief is what they seek : relief they 
obtain : but the diseases, produced by the purgative medicines 
they use, not a-pj/earintj immedlateltf, are not refeiTcd to the 
action of these medicines, in fact the parties think, that all that 
is wanted is more of the pills to cure the very diseases, which 
the previous exhibition of the pills has induced. 

To give another case, illustrative of the allo])atliic mode of 
treating disease. 

Mrs, C. aged 25, who previously to her mamage, liad been 
treated homiEopathically with success for supposed consumptive 
i seized fa January, 1841), one Satm-day aigh^ 
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II. having gone rather poorly t« bed, with a violent pain in her 
right side, which awaked her. So violent was the p^n, tliat 
medical aid near at hand was sought in the night. 

Early the next morning, the patient not being relieved, the 
sui^on removed "a large hasin of blood" from the right ami, 
calling the disease inflammation of the lungs. 

This bleeding appeared to give relief, hat did not wholly 
remove the pain. 

Pills and mixtures were supplied. The pain returned with its 
oripnal violence. Eighteen leec/tes were applied, and the dis- 
c/uirge of blood kept up by WARM F0ULTICE8. 

Slight relief was obtained, but the pain, not being removed, 
after a few hours, recourse waa had to another copious bleeding 
from the lett ann. Leeches, the itaiii not being removed, were 
again applied. 

The pain etill remained. 

The bowels being confined, as they had ireen the whole time, 
(a common phenomenon in most diseaaea, but not itself a 
disease), a powerful purgative was administered, which caused 
profuse and violeid purging. 

The pnjn still not being removed, on the Tuesday night, ano- 
ther " large basin of blood" was taken from the right arm, but 
without any proportionate rehef. 

The bowels remained in a state of constant action from the 
purgatives administered. 

On the fifth day after the attack siinptoms of pre/nature labour 
came on : the surgeon now gave stimulants. A six moutlis' child, 
dead, -was born in the afternoon of the same day. 

At six, the patient was placed in bed, exhausted and insen- 
Bible, remaining so for several hours, when she rallied, conversed 
with her fiimily, felt conscious of her approaching dissolution, 
and died on the day week after the seizure, after having sufiered, 
as her brother, who wrote to me, stated, " in the short space of 
eight days, more excruciating torment than tails to the lot of 
some mortals during a life-time." In tiict, she was killed. 

This surgeon treated the disease as the books direct: as most 
Bimilarly taught practitioners would have done. He afforded 
relief by the bleeding ! Then, why not bleed 'i The hlealiug did 
not cure : it suspended the action of life in one part, the jmrt 
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diseased, for a time, but the state of that part not being altered, CIIAl'. US 
it, when the suspension of the life's action in tliat direction 
ceased to operate, again drew the iite action to itst-lf, and the 
disease, unmitigated, again presented itself. Again tlie counter- 
acting, the allopathic power was called into action by the leeches, 
and the warm ponltices, and relief was aflbrded : but the state 
of the part affected was not altered, and, at length, nature sunk 
exhausted in the struggle. 

Here was active treatment ; " severe diseases," say they, "re- 
quire severe remedies," Tlie patient bad both : and the verdict 
was not " bled to death."' 

Here then was a fine, handsome, young female, in the beauty 
of womanhood, married about seven months, cut off, a victim of 
system; killed by the regular medical course. Had she died 
under homoeopathic treatment a coroner's inquest would have 
been held, and the verdict would have been, died for want of 
active treatment. 

On the case just recorded it may be said, that the disease 
treated might not have been inflammation : that the pain 
might not have been inflammatory: the practitioner, though 
frflf//// qualified, might not have been really qualified. 

He was both legally qualified and properly qualified according 
to the old system. In fact he was a gentleman, who during his 
medical edueatiun had as a jiupil received his instruction, in the 
virtues of remedies fi-om the author, when acting as a Lecturer 
at the Westminster Dispensar}' School of Medicine. 

To demonstrate fiuther the destructive action of this allopathic 
practice, and. in so doing, to demonstrate that the practice in 
the case referred to was not at all out of the usual course, a case 
is taken from the practice of an eminent physician of London, 
one famed tor his physiological discoveries. The case is pub- 
lished by the physician himself, namely. Dr. Marshall Hall. 

" Elizabeth Smith, aged 18, having been much out of health 
during two months, was admitted into Bartholomew's Hospital 
on October the SlHh, complaining of violent pain across the 
ahdoinea augmented on pressure; the breathing hurried, the 
pulse 110 and hard, the bowels confined ; ahe was placed in bed 
and bkil from the arm, and although in the recumbent posture 
iJift fill nt '111 wbee twelve ounces of blood bad been taken. 
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'itAl' in. "On the 30tli the jmin continued unnbiit«d; she waa again 
bktl in the recuinlM.-iit [H^sition, nnil syncope occurred when 
ffiiirteen ounces hiui flowed. Forty drops of tincture of opium 
were given immediately after bleeding. 

" On the 3ist tift4>en ounces of blood were taken, iu the same 
manner and with the same effect, and twenty leeches were 
npjilied. 

" On November the Ist, thirty leeches were applied. On the 
'.in\ the pain and the tenderness of the bowels were increased, the 
pulse hard imd 115; eleven ounces of blood were taken, and syn- 
cope was again produced, and seven ounces were drawn trom the 
loius by eupping, still the pain was unahate<l on the 7th, and 
she had become extremely feeble, (not unlikely), the pulse was 
130, the retina had become acutely sensitive to light ; the ex- 
tremities cold, and the legs sTvollen ; and the urine was limpid 
and sometimes passed involuntarily. 

" She now took the extract of hemlock at bed time and with 
great relief — this (stupifying) relief continued for six or seven 
days. The pain then returned, and eventually the patient left 
the hospital little benefitted." 

Here are antipathic and allopathic modes combined. 

Tlie bleeding seemed to have aftbrded but little relief: and at 
last, finding it ineftectuHl. and the pain continuing severe, (and 
wurely if the pain was not inflammatory in the preceding case it 
could not have been so in the present case, and, therefore, the 
objections as to the unwiseness of the treatment would apply 
in both) the physician orders an amdyne, the extract of hem- 
lock. 

This did soothe the pain, but huiv ? By overcoming the dis- 
eased action ? By no means : but by diminishing the suscepti- 
bility of the nervous system to be impressed : but directly the 
lirst effect of this anodyne had ceased, the susceptibility being 
restored, the jjain returns, and the patient is dismissed from the 

t Hospital. Where to ? K not to the grave, to suffer all her life 
from chronic disease. 
Another physician, who has attained a prominent position in 
the metropolis is Dr. SouTHWOOD Smith. The following esse 
is one published by himself, and consequently may be quoted as 
afKbrding a true statement of the case. It is recorded here as 
*^ 
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published in theMe<llj;nl Gazette, containing some mites by the i.'l 
Editor of that periodical- 

r- The case of Dr, Dill demands our most scrioud iiCtention, 
and deserves that of our readers. It is adduced as an example 
of severe cerebral affection, in whioli cases. Dr. S. affirms, ' the 
bleeding must be large and early as it is copious.' ' I saw him,' 
says Dr, Smith, ' be/ore there was any pain in the head, or even 
in the back, while he was yet only feeble and cMlly. The aspect 
of bis countenance, the state of his pulse, which was slow and 
laboui-ing, and the answer he returned to two or three questions, 
satisfied me of the inordinate, I may say the ferocious attack that 
was at hand.' — p. 398. 

" Whatever may be the opinion of our readers, as to the above 
signs indicating a ferocious cerebral attack, they will one and all 
agree with us, that the ferocious attack was met with a ferocious 
treatment : for an emetic was given without delay, and ' blood 
was taken from the arm, to the extent of twenty ounces.'' This 
blood was not inflamed. Severe pains in the limbs and loins, 
and intense pain in the head, came on during the night — and 
early in the morning blood was again drawn to the extent of 
sixteen omieea, ' with gi-eat diminution, but not entire removal of 
the pfun.' Towards the afternoon, he was ayain bled to sixteen 
ounces, ' The jiain was now quite gone — ^tbe blood from both 
these bleedings intensely in^amed.' [InfiaTmU, according to Dr. 
Smith's notions — but mark, in his own words — the Jlrst blood 
drawn was " sot inflamed." Were the lancet a preventive of 
inflammation, how came the blood to be inflamed after so many 
blee*lings t] 

"During the night the pain returned, and in the morning, 
notwithstanding the eyes were dull, and he^nniug to be suffused, 
the iace blanched, (no wonder !) and the puUe slow and inter- 
mittent, and weak, twelve leeches were applied to the temples — 
and as these did not entirely remove the p.iiu, more blood, to the 
extent of sixteen ounces, was taken by cupping. The operation 
afforded great relief — but the following morning, the pain re- 
turned, and again was blood abstracted to sixteen ounces. Im- 
mediate relief followed this second operation ; but, unfortunately, 
the pain returned with great violence, towards evening; and it 
wa&aovi! impossible to cairy the bleeding any further.' Typlioid 
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lAP. III. sj-miitoiiis now iH'piii toHlmw tlK<mM>l\-?s; 'thefiiron tlietongfuc 
wa* iMfoiiiinj^ Ijnmii, mill t\wrv wax uln-iuly slight tremor in the 
IlodiIs.' Wluit was to \io ilimi- ? li-e iiriil rva]ioratiiig lotions wtre 
of no avail : — but happily for Dr. Dill, tlit- afliision of cold water 
on the hi'aii, ■ tho coiil ilaflh,' was tbought of and employed — and 
thia betnj^ eAectually applied, tlie relief was * instantaneous and 
most complete.' So tliat this vaiH'. annomiceil as a severe eere^ 
brul affi>ction. and treated, in anticipation, by copious blood- 
letting, DEFOHG there wiu ani/ jtahi in the keitd while tlie piUunt 
10IU yet ontif feeble ami chilht, whlL-U grew worse and worse as 
the blood-letting was repeated, until, after the abstraction irf 
\etif ounces of blood, the patient had become in a ' state (rf' 
intonHO fluffi-ring,' and ' immioflnt danger,' and was relieved at 
last by the cold dash — this case, we say, is brought forward as a 
specimen of the extent to which copious blood-letting may somc- 
I times be REiiumiiin ! ! Most sincerely do we congratulate Dr. 
Dill on his escape, not from a dangerous disease, but from a 
BASiiEUOUa HEMGDY." — MetUcal Qtizvtte. 

As might he supposed. Dr. Dill died : he never rallied. 
Such then is tho allopathic mode in connexion with the treat- 
ment of acute diseases. 

An illustration or two may be taken in reference to tliis 
I piethod in connexion with the treatment of chronic diseases. 
A chronic disease, in which the allopathic system has been 
most extensively carried out with temporary efficacy but with 
permanent injury and failure, is Epilepsy. 

The patients in almost every case havtf been sutgected to 

bleeding by the lancet, bleeding by leeches, bleeding by cupping, 

and these to an extent almost terrific; these means have foiled, 

and the allopathic system onder the form of counteraction has 

I been adopted. 

The first means adopted is the blisier. 

This produces considerable irritation in the part on which the 
blister ia applied, and, as long as a discharge is kept up from 
feie blistered surface, the epileptic seizure is kept off or lessened 
Bn severity. The feet of the suspension of the attack, while 
ptlie irritation is kept up, urges the medical practitioner to make 
sfVery etfort to preserve a perpetually blistei-ed surface. He 
s a blister first to one spat and then to another, and then 



when he had travelk'il over almost every part of the bo.ly that CJTAP. m 
is blisterable, he attempts to keep up a discharge by api>lying to 
the abraded surface some blistering salve. The case seems to 
jirosper fevourably, till at last, as if the disease had been, as 
it were, accumulating its strength, an attack of epilepsy, more 
severe than almost any the patient has ever before experience*!, 
occurs, and either the desponding practiUoner gives up the case, 
or the disappointed patient seeks other aid. 

The patient applies to some other prflctitioner. This one 
thinks the previous practitioner did not act with sufficient power. 
He therefore seeks for a more powerfiil irritant and vesicant. 
He finds that iodine powder, sprinkled upon the surface of a 
plaster and applied to the skin produces a most intense irritation ; 
in fact, the irritation is like to a burning fire. He thinks 
further, that perhaps the iodine by absorption may aet medicinally 
upon the diseased state. Fie applies Ms remedy with great 
confidence, the patient bears the agony with philosopliie resigna- 
tion, believing that benefit is to result. Benefit does result, the 
attack is postponed : weeks pass and the patient seems deliveretl : 
but, like as in the former case, the irritation subsides, and the 
attack comes on again and occurs with increasing violence. 

The patient is again appbed to to have a fresh application of 
the iodine plaster, but having found no permanent relief he re- 
fuses the repetition of the toiment. 

The practitioner is obliged to have recourse to some other 
allopathic medicinal agent. He prescribes the use of tartar 
emetic ointment. It is rubbed on some part of the body, perhaps 
on the upper part of the hack. The ointment soon causing irri- 
tation and itching in the skin, the epileptic patient begins to feel 
better. Little elevations rise on the skin, they itch and bum. 
He feels still bettei-. Tlie red pointed elevations assume a 
ilifferent colour ; they become filled with pus. The patient feels 
still more relieved — the attack keeps off. But now the pustules 
begin to heal, and the syniptoms, preciirsorj' to an attack, be^n 
to appear. The practitioner immediately orders the oint7nent to 
lie rubbed on some other part of the baclt : the same process of 
eruptive itching, burning, and pus-tbrmation, is gone through at 
the middle of the back, the patient is again relieved, though not 
to the same ejttent as he was by the first application of the oint- 
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OUaPJII. meat — the attacks are kept off, but the premonitory sj-mptoms 
4tppear sooner this time, aad the practitioner is obliged to occupy 
the remninder of the patient's hack even before the midtlle part 
is healed. 

The premonitory sj-mptoms appear sooner under this applica- 
tion than they did before, and the arm is the surfeee next used 
upon which to produce the pustules. 

This time more benefit is experienced — the premonitory symp- 
toms are longer ilelayed, and hope cheers both the patient and 
the practitioner. 

But again, the attack makes its appearance upon any un- 
usual excitement, and the patient, after having had the irritation 
and the inconvenience of a purulent discharge, defiling to linen, 
unpleasant to smell, painfid to touch, weakening to the frame, 
for a period of months, finds himself again the victim of this his 
attending foe. 

Benefit bat not cure has resulted. The explanation is not 
difficult. 

While the pustules are forming and ripening, technically. 
during the maturation of the pustuks, the vital power is directed 
to the production and the development of tlie pustules: the action 
in the diseiLsed oi^an is suspended, and so long as the life's 
action is kept directed to the part, cropped with pustules, so 
long does the epileptic attacle, that is the action of life through 
the diseased part, remain unmanifested. . 

The practitioner then flies to the issue. He finds this does 
great good. The new action, produced by the insertion in the 
flesh of a foreign body, namely a pea. suspends the vital action, 
which, acting through the diseased part, constitutes the epilepsy, 
and the practitioner hopes the victory is won. A few weeks 
pass. The life action is reverting to its old channel : the issued 
surface begins to heal ; the practitioner determines it shall not 
heaJ : he apphes caustic : is obliged to watch diligently to keep 
the healing process from taMng place : for he thinks, so long as 
the issued part remains unhealed, so long is the patient safe. The 
nbsence of the attacks would seem to sanction this ; but at 
length, though the issue still may discharge, wn attack comes rm. 
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skein of thread or some other substance is passed through the cuat. IIT, 
patient's neck. Intense jiain is produced. A purulent discharge 
is caused. The epileptic attacks are for the time avoided. But 
the flesh surfeces surrounding the body introduced become 
changed in their character, so that the irritation becomes lessened. 
Fresh skeins of threa<l are introduced to keep up the irritation ; 
but, at length the habituation to the foreign body becomes so 
complete that the irritation is not sufficient to call to itself the 
life power; and the life power, not being withdrawn from the part 
diseased connected with the epileptic seizure, allows the diseased 
action to he again resumed in that part, and an epileptic seizure 
takes place. 

These illustrations will satisfy every enlightened mind, that 
the allopathic' mode is, like the antipathic, merely a makeshift ; 
that it may keep off the disease, but then it keeps it off only as 
long as the new action, induced by the treatment, is powerful 
enough to arrest the life's action to the new direction ; and as, 
in so arresting, and so directing the life's action, it is ewkaTislinff 
the powers of life, the stock with which each one is endowed, the 
du^ of every well wisher to himself is to ascertain if there are 
not means, by which diseases can be subdued without such 
exhaustion. Such means do exist : HoMt&OPATQT presents them. 



nventioD of tbe t^rm AJIopatby' waa a hjippf one. It prcseate a poirLt» in 
nfsMoi of treBtmeiit onu be yieired in ita retlitj, and oiler thug vienod 
n to be uoBoioDtifla. U is not a matter of wonder that the Editor of the 
jneel ehnuld ropudiate the use of Ihu word Allopathy, and thus eiprciia hitDM'lf — 
The less the tcnn allopathy ii used by profiiaaional man tha better," page 320, 
18*G. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



If life of Jlaknemnnn. — TTh cMldhooii ami youth. — His 
indnfatitjaiiUi iiidusliy.^IliB extensive erudition. — Uia die- 
eatiafacHon with the old vyetem of medicine : relinquishment 
of tnedioal practice, — His discoveries in chemistry, — Diii- 
cavery of the Homaopathic law, while translating OutUti'a 
Materia Medica. — His various works, — The dignity of 
his character, — T/ie vulgar-mindedness of his revilera, — 
HU death. 



Samuel Chi-istian Frederick Hahnemann was born at 
Meissen, in Upper Saxony, April 10, 1755. His early educa- 
tion was limited, liia parents not having tLe means to send him 
to any of the public schooU. 

The same necessity of circumstances caused his parents to 
apprentice hi"! to a tradesman ; but hia master, bavins dis- 
covered in the boy traces of genius, urged upon Hahnemann's 
parents their duty to endeavour to find an occupation more in 
accordance with the boy's mental endowments. 

The head master of a first-rate classical academy at Afra, 
near Meissen, was consulted ; and by bis generous interference 
Hahnemann was atlmitted, free of charge, to the advantages 
presented by the academy. 

The tradesman's judgment was soon justified, for Hahnemann 
made in a short time such progress in bis studies, as to gain in 
the academy the appointment of assistant teacher. 

Hahnemann's predilections were for natural history, particu- 
larly botany. 

To pursue the lattiT he took advantage of cverv opiKirtiiniti' 
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He explored the woods, climbed the mountain, collected plants. cilAP. IH 
prepared them for presei-vation, and systematically arranged 
them in a herbarium. 

Such mental directions exhibit that love of observation, that 
determination in obtaining the end sought for, tliat exactness, 
that order, that patientness of recording facts and observations, 
always exliibited by men of great minds. These capabilities 
developing themselves more and more each year, gave to 
Hahnemann a power, which, by its beneficial exercise, has reu- 
dei"ed hira the greatest man that ever trod this earth, when this 
eaith is viewed as peopled by individuals liable to bodily 



The period at length arrived when Hahnemann should select 
a profession : he chose medicine. His friend, the head master 
of the academy at Afra, approving his choice, aided him in 
obtaining admission to the university of Leipzict, whither he 
went in 1775, with exactly tlie same number of crowns in his 
pocket as that of his years. 

Thrown thus upon his resources Hahnemann, while engaged 
in prosecuting his studies with all diligence, supported himself 
by giving instructions in the German language to the foreign 
students, and by translating English and French works into 
German. 

After studying two years at Leipzick and obtaining a theoretical 
knowletlge of medicine, Hahnemann proceeded to Vienna, to gain 
there a knowledge of medical practice. 

Wliile at Vienna, his industry and talent gained so completely 
the coniidenee of his medical professor. Dr. Quarin, physician 
to the Hospital of Leopold,, as to cause Dr. Quarin to entrust to 
Hahnemann the almost sole care of a portion of the Hospital. 
Dr. Quarin was further so pleased with him, that he recommended 
him to a situation at Hermanstadt, comprising the duties of 
physician, librarian, and superintcndant of a museum of coins to 
the Baron von Burchenthal, governor of Transylvania, _ While 
so engaged he cultivated an acquaintance with the works of the 
Arabian physicians, and tlie medical literature of tlie middle 
Wges. 

laving obtained from the emoluments of this situation sui- 
Bt means to finish his education, he, on the lUth dav of 
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ilAi'. IV. August. 1779, graduated as Doctor in Medicine in the University 
of Erlaiigen* 

1 after having obtained his doetorate, he was appointed as 
district physician at Gommem, near Magdeburg. This appoint- 
ment ensured to him practice and pecuniary emolument: a (act, 
which deserves record as meeting successfiilly any insinuation, 
that he was led to develope his theory, because he had no means 
of living except by some extraordinary movement. 

s Dr. Gray remarks, page 251, Journal of Health aiul 
Disease, vol. iv. " with zeal and activity commenced the practice 
of medicine, by attempting to reconcile the treatment of disease 
with the splendid hypothetical systems which have given such 
eclat to the medical literature of Germany. The more vigor- 
ously he pursued his investigations, the more &llacious appeared 
the results, inducing at last an entire disbelief of the capabili^ 
of ascertaining the causes of medical phenomena. Foiled in 
his anticipations, he next desired to examine the laws of these 
phenomena. 

That he might acquire all possible information respecting this 
object, he applied himself with unceasing industry to an examina- 
tion of the experience of the most eminent medical practitioners, 
and endeavoured to collect a sufficient number of isolated fiuits 
from their writings, to erect a structure worthy his ardent exer- 
tions ; but the sjTnptoms of disease were so imperfectly described, 
and were so intimately connected with existing theories, that he 
was reluctantly compelled to relinquish any further research ha 
that direction. Afterwards, he presumed that the application of 
pure medicines in their simple forms would afford more satis- 
factory results, and therefore watched their operation with the 
most carefiil solicitude, and accurately recorded their curative 
impressions upon a variety of symptoms of disease." 

The diligence with which he pursued the study of medicine, 
the acumen with which he penetrated it to obtain satisfiictory 
bases for practice, discovered to him afler eight years of prac- 
tice, pursued with the most scrupulous caution, that medicine 
consisted of a mass of contradictory observations and theories, 
nnd convinced him of the impotence of the ordinary method of 
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cure : and finding the more deeply he penetrated, the more un- CIIAP. l« 
satisfactory were the results, he became .disgusted, and deter- 
mined to relinquish medical practice, for he could not enn- 
scientionsly nse means, concerninfj which there existed little ur 
no positive knowledge. To repeat in his own words, as con- 
tained in his letter to Hufelund — 

"" It was agony to me to walk always in darkness, with no other 
light than that wliich could be derived Irom books, when I had 
to Ileal the sick, and to prescribe according to such or such an 
hypothesis concerning diseases, substances, which owed their 
places in the Materia Medica to an arbitrary decision. 1 could 
not conscientiously treat the unknoivn morbid condition of my 
suflfering brethren by these unknown medicines, which, being very 
active substances, may (unless applied with the most rigorous 
exactness, which the physician cannot exercise, because their 
peculiar elfects have not yet been examined,) so easily occasion 
death, or produce chronic atfectious and chronic maladies, often 
more difficult to cure than the original disease. 

" To become thus the murderer and the tormentor of my bre- 
thren, was to me an idea so frightful and overwhelming, that sooA 
after my marriage. I renounced the practice of medicine, that I 
might no longer incur the risk of doing injury." 

The honesty, the open-eyediiess, and the conscientiousness that 
led him. to the perception of these views, and to experience the 
agony which they produced, caused him to take this step of re- 
nouncing the practice of medicine : a step, which none but such 
a genius as Hahnemann could have taken ; such step requiring a 
high intellectual power to recognize these views, and a high moral 
power so to appreciate their force, as to create an amount of 
conviction, equivalent to the enduring the sacrifice of the means 
of support, 

His love of truth was rewarded by the groat Author of 
truth. 

Hahnemann became a iather. His children became subject to 
disease. This roused hia mind to iresh aetivity, to fresh mor- 
tification at the impotency of the medical art. He asked himself 
" where could I find assistance, sure assistance, without theories 
of medicines, which rest only on vague observations ; often 
even on pure conjeetures ; vrith these innumerable doctrines re- 
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'. garding diseases which compose oui- systeina of diseases or 
nosologies ? 

" Where theu can sure help he found ? exclaimed the sorrowing 
father, overwhehned with the complaint and suffering of his deai" 
children. Every where around him he beheld the darkness and 
dreariness of a desert : no consolation for bis oppressed heart." 

Against the thought, urged by many, that it is not in the 
nature of medicine itself to attain to a. high degree of certain^, 
Hahnemann's henevolent mind rose rebellious, 

" Blasphemous, shameful thought ! I exclaimed with iodlgna:- 
tion. What ! could not the infinite wisdom of the spirit which 
animates the imiverse produce means of allaying the suffering 
caused by diseases which, nevertheless, it has permitted to afflict 
mankind ? 

" Is it possible that the sovereign paternal goodness of Him, 
whom no name can worthily designate ; who provides liberally 
for wants even of animalculse invisible to ns ; who sheda with 
profusion life and well-being through all the creation — should be 
capable of an act of tyranny, and not have willed that man, made 
after his image, should be able, with the divine inspiration which 
penetrates and animates him, to iind, in the immensity of created 
things, means suited to deliver his brethren from suflering often 
worse than death itself? Could He, the father of all, behold 
with indifference the martyrdom to which diseases condemn the 
best beloved of his creatures, and not permit the genius of man 
(which, however, makes all things possible), to discover an easy 
and sure method of contemplating them under their real aspect, 
and of examining medicines to learn in what case each of them 
may he usefid — may fiimish a real and certain assistance ? I 
had rather renounce all the systems in the world than admit such 
a blasphemous idea." 

Not being able to find out this method, he devoted his time 
principally to the study of the sciences of chemistry and miner- 
alogy, and to tile translation of a great niunber of interesting 
papers from the English, French, and Itidian periodicals. By 
thus employing his time, he was enabled to enrich the German 
scientific journals with foreign and original . articles of great 
value. Among the latter, his treatise on the mode of preparing 
a form of niereury, which he discovered, that derives from him 
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its name, mercuriua tolubilie Mahnenujnni, — his researches on CHAP. IV, 
poisoning by arsenic,* with legal evidence of imperative import- 
ance to medical jurisprudence, and the celebrated Hahneman- 
nean wine-test, which exposed and prevented the adulteration of 
wines with lead, conferred upon him an honourable reputation 
among the medical philosophers of the continent. 

In one of his works he developed plans for the more scientific 
instruction of the apothecary, a work which brought him into 
great repute with the apothecaries of Germany, and exercised a 
most benelicial influence on that branch of medicine. In fact, 
all his writings, including the many interesting notes appended 
to his translations, " denote the learned and thoroughly accom- 
plished physician, the strict and conscientious man, the earnest 
inquirer after truth and the profound observer." 

Among the works which came under his notice, the celebrated 
work on Materia Medica. or Medicines, by the illustrious Dr. 
Cullen, was one. ITiis was in the year 1790. 



* Proieasor ChriBtison, in hii atandard work on PoiMinE, \taa rscogniicd na!uie» 
matin't Inbours in rcjbrenco to the testing of araenio. Rftbrrln^ to ILihneniiuin'i 
work. ■■ Uber die Arsenic Vergiftnnp." (Upon the polioning- bj Arsonio,} he thus 
wrHos, p. DUO : — " It a Btateil b; Hahnemann In Ma elaborate work on Arsenie," 
&c. He quotes Flahnemann's irork, firit, in relation to tho quantitj of arKnicthat 
nat«r by boiling wilt Like up ; aecniid. in rufercnco to tho test of oxide of arsenic ; 
third, as U) the quantity of oxide of anwnic solubip in water at hlood heat with a^- 
tation : /iiurfA, as to the qnaatH; in the loliil «Cnto that Hahnoioann profeswd him- 
self able to detect. Frofessor Ghriatison qiuttea Hahnemann, fifthlt/. In proof that 
the garlic oilour of the arscnious acid vapour is not a satisfactorf Wst. Hahnemann 
MatoE, that " phonplionu, phosphorio acid and the phosphates give out a similar 
odour'' ; lixGJy, that this is not a 9atiB&ot«r<r test, boaaiue, Airther, a email portion 
of vegetable or animal matter obscures entircl]' the alliacemiii imell ; itventMy, in 
pcfocence to the aolubility of tho sulphurets of arsenic in wat*r ; tigluhly, in referenoo 
to the time in whieh arsenic taken is fatal ; niiUhli/, in reterenoe to the eflfeots 
of arsenic, ae a poison on the limbs ; tenthly. as to the ctfect on the hair and Cbe 
skin : eirvenUily, as to the effects of the IKmons poison aqaa tqfana, in referenoe to 
whioh Christison renuirks. " an equally vi^rous and somewhat clearer account of 
the sjmptoms is given bj- Il^khncmann ; twcl/tlily, in reference to &tal results in two 
(saees, reported bj Hahnemann, where anenio had been applied to a ontaneoue dis- 
ease of the scalp. 

It is luito certain, that had not nahiwmann exhibited great tact and eitcnslvn 
wsearob in reference to arsenic. Professor Chriatison could not have been able to 
havequottiil from him so many particulars ; and bad not Professor Cbristison believed 
Hahnemann's Btatements to be those of a conscientious and an accurate observer, ho 
nonld not bave quoted them at nil, 
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V. Ill translating the article on Peruvian bark,* he was much 
struck with the account given of the febrifiige, or fever-expelling 
properties of this valuable remedial agent. He detennined to try 
it upon himself, (a mark of that decision of mind so essential to 
investigation), and being in the enjoyment of robust health, be- 
gan his experiments. The first dose produced tymptoma in him 
similar to those of intermittent fever or ague, which bark so often 
efiectually cures: the resemblance between bis sym|)tom8 and 
those which are presented in intermittent fever, for which he 
knew this remedy was fiunous, so stnick him, that he was, in a 
moment of inspii-ation, thus breathed upon his dormant genius, 
led to glance at, and to discover the first lines of the truth, 
written in creation, that the law, on which the beneficial applies^ 
tion of all medicines is founded, is this, that jnedicinea cure dis- 
eases by their pmver to produce, when taken by healthy persons, 
symptotns similar to the diseases they cure, or to quote Hahne- 
mann's words, " that medicines can cure those disease only, 
which are analogous to those which they themselves are capable 
of producing." 

Hahnemann had as yet discovered only the/j'«( traoes of this 
law. He had discovered that Peruvian bark, administered to a 
healthy person, produces symptoms, similar to those, which are 
present in the disease, which it cures. 

But Hahnemann was not one of those men whom Lord Bacon 
described as "beginning to build ships with materials not sufKcient 
to make boats." He continued his experiments on himself, his 
wife, bis family, and his friends, for a period of sis years, experi- 
menting with diffisrent medicines, and found the same truth to be 
exhibited in reference to the various medicines he tried, namely, 
that they produced, when taken by a healthy person, the same 
symptoms as are presented in those diseases, which these medi- 
cines are known to have cured. 



" Regnriiing tho oHacts of PeruyLin bark, some writers linvo rtcnieil tlie vtfects 
produoad on Oahnainann. They assort thnt Peruvian bai'k will not produoe 
mitUDt fercr in a healthf man ; that is. their iwsertion of iinposBibilit]r ii 
deemsil equivalent (« tlie deatructinn of a tact. Thoj' show their ignoranoe ol 
allopathic medical lit«ratnro. in thus oBserting. In the .loumal nf Health nod Diaouo. 
puff) 209, >ol. iii., will h« found a full statement of thn facts collected OTen b; 
atlopBthiBts demone [rating tlie nveiirary of Ilaliiiemtinn's observatioBs. 
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It may be remarked here, that other observers had not«d, but cUAP, 
without any reference to the existence of tlie law, that mercury, 
if taken improperly, produces diseases exactly similar to tliose 
it cures : that the itch is cured by sulphur, and sulphur taken, 
others Lave suggested and Hahnemann has established, will 
produce an eruption similar to the itch. 

After six years' patiently and carefully conducted experiments, 
Hahnemann, at length, in the year 17^6, published his views in 
a periodical, namely, Huieland's Journal, therein proclaiming the 
grand principle, already stated, namely, that Jisuases are cured 
moat quickly/, ea/dy, and effectually, by medichws, tvhtch are 
capable of producing in a healthy person symptoms, mnilar 
to those existing in the diseases. These views were published 
under the modest title, " Concerning a new principle for dis- 
covering the curative virtues of medicines." Notwithstanding 
sneering animadversions were the only reply he received, and he 
gained no co-operation to aid him in the inquiries, which the 
principle if investigated as to its truth necessitated, he determined 
to tread the path of enquiry. 

Still pursuing his investigations with unwearied assiduity, 
cheered, no doubt, by the nobleness of the pursuit in which he 
was engaged, he fifteen years after the discovery of the principle, 
presented to the world a work, in two volumes, modestly en- 
titled, " Fragmenta de viribus medicamentorum positivis, sive 
obviis in corpore sano ;" (Fragments connecting the positive 
or obvious powers of medicines on healthy persons.) This 
work, containing the results of his experiments with twenty- 
seven medicines on himself, his tamily, his zealous friends and 
disciples, was published in 180.5. 

This work, the product of fifteen years' diligent research and 
experiment on his own person and on the persons of those, who 
had the zeal and the martyr-like spirit to endure the sufferings 
necessarily produced, was answered either by indifference or by 
downright ridicule. 

In 1810, having had five years more experience, he published 
his work, " Medicine founded on Experience," forming the basis 
of his " Oi^anon of the healing Art," (Oi^non der Heilkunst). 

In this work he attempts theoretically to explain and demon- 
strate the homoeopathic law, indicates the manner of its applica- 
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t'llAi', IV. tion to indiviilual Ciitii^s of diseiise, teaches the art of prepMTng 

' medicines for thb purpose, and offers the rules according to 

^^^L which the effects of medicines are to be investigated upon the 

^^^1 system in health. 

^^^1 Tliis work was received with amazement : as Dr. Hericg ob- 

^^^1 serves, " before a single scientiiic inquirer of reputation had made 

^^^1 any experiments, and thus investigated the truth of the new 

^^^1 doctrine, the reviewers with very learned and suitahle conclu- 

^^^1 Mioas, proved tliat the author's theories were good for nothing, 

^^H and that the smaU doses were ridiculous. To no purpose did 

^^^^ lltthuemann urge to the investigation of the fiitidaniental prin- 

^^^B ctples of his doctrines by experiment, it was considered not at all 

^^^1 worth the pains." 

^^^1 Amid all this opposition a small baud of faithful followra^ 

^^H nssembled round Hahnemann who aided bis inquiries by experi- 

^^^1 iticnts on theii' own persons. Some of them have been or are, as 

^^H might be supposed, the leading physicians in Germany and con- 

^^H tineutal Europe. With the information collected trom the ex- 

^^^1 pcrimenta on himself, bis fiunily, and these attached followers, 

^^H Hahnemann, in 1811, published the tirst edition of his Materia 

^^^1 Medioa Pura, a work wliich, being the result of continued cxpe- 

^^^1 riments and the most careful observations, was not completed 

^^1 till ten years after, in 1821. 

^^^1 In the mean time Hahnemann was effecting many extraordi- 

^^^1 nary cures in Leipziek, where he taught and practised; these cures 

^^^1 excited, not, as they ought to have done, the approbation and the 

^^^1 imitation of his medical brethren, but the iU will and the envy. 

^^^1 Among the cures effected by him one in particular arrested 

^^^H pul>lie attention. Klockenbring, one of the German literati, had 

^^^1 become deranged, having had bis vanity and pride intensely 

^^H wounded by an epigrammatic shatt from Kotzebue. He was 

^^^H Gonlincd ui the lunatic hospital, foimded by Duke Ernest of 

^^^1 Gothe, at Georgentbal. Hahnemann restored him to sanity. 

^^^H In consequence of the united intrigues of the apothecaries and 

^^^H physicians in Leipzick, Hahnemann was now obliged to leave that 

^^^1 city, wherein he had for the space of thirty years, been elaborat- 

^^^1 ing his new art, where be liad practised it successAilly. and where 

^^^P he liad publicly taught, and gained his disciples. The laws 

^^^1 wliicli prohibit tl>c ilis[)eiising uf medicines by physicians, nnder 
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a heavy penalty, and permit it only to tbe priv-ileged apotliecaiies. criAi 
were brought tu bt-jir against him. Uuhncmann who alwaya 
gave the simple medicine, in hia eutirely novel preparations, in 
which an estraordinary care and aecurat-y were indispensabli-, 
could not possibly commit tliis labour, iiiKm which the certainty 
of the result, and the wellare of his patients depended, to the 
apothecaries ; who. not at all lamiliar in such unheard of niceties, 
regarded the whole husiness as absurd, and whose pecuniary in- 
terests had to suffer thereby, quite as much as the pecuniary in- 
terests of the patients were benefitted. 

In one of tliose happy moments of inspiration he threw out the 
apposite question ;— " Had you interdicted Raphael, Titian, and 
Da Vinci from mixing their own colours, where would now have 
b«en thL'ir master pieces ?" When therefore, in spite of his dc- 
tence, the judges wrested the dispensation laws against bim, he 
would no more practice in opposition to the laws, and in his old 
age he left his native lan<l, obeyed the call uf a German prince 
(who granted him the privilege of practising his profession in 
his dominions), and went to reside at Anhalt Coethen. 

At Anhalt Coethen Halmemann found an asyhun. Ferdi- 
nand, the duke of this little German state, has made himself a 
name of greatness by the noble and unaltered and generous sup- 
port he extended to Hahnemann during the fifteen years he 
resided at Coethen; the duke appointed him one of his councillors. 

Hahnemann, hero unmolested, carried on his medical inquiries. 
His views and practical success had collected aroimd him many 
disciples and an immense number of patients ; in fact, as Dr. 
Gray remarks, '■ the master spirit of HahJiemann transformed 
the quiet Coethen into a medical Athens, where a Brunnow, 
Miihlenbein, Stapf and Moritz Miiller, successftilly contri- 
buted their enei^es to perfect the edifice wMch he had so well 
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Tbe fruit of these labours, carried on for twelve years, was 
seen in the publication, when in bis seventy-third year, of a work 
" On the Cure of Chronic Diseases ;" " a communication," Dr. 
Hering remarks, '' concerning a new and most important species 
of remedies, a treasury of new observations and experience 
scarcely to be overlooked, with entirely new and peculiar direc- 
tions for tbe emplojTnent of these remedies in dise-ase. 



40 nOSOURS CONFERRED ON HACTNEMANX. 

V. A circumstanco transpired about this time in Hahnpiuami*s 
lite which is worthy of notice. He hiul been a widower for some 
time. Miss Marie Melonie d'Hervilley Gohier, who, as an inva- 
lid, had pshausted in vain the resources of allopathy, was cured 
by Hahnemann. This lady became the wife of Hahnemann, and 
not only his wife but his devoted disciple.* Peschier of Geneva 
thus alludes to the union of Hahnemann to his wife :— 

" Hahnemann is to his wifc a more than mortal existence ; 
she adores him — we cannot represent the sentiments by a differ- 
ent expression; it seems as if she had unreservedly consecrated 
her life to the residue of his; she is never absent from him; 
she only exists as a shadow of himself; she is hia alter ego." 

Soon after this Hahnemann was elected by the Galliean Ho- 
moeopathic Society of Paris, honorary president ; this was fol- 
lowed by his settling in Paris. 

Dr. Gray, who visited him at this time at Paris, thus describes 
the venerable philosopher : — 

" Hahnemann, who is now approaching his 90th year, recalls 
in his venerable appearance the ideal of a Seneca or Plato, an 
Aristotle or Socrates. Attached to the usages of his study, he 
was, as is his general habit, attired in a morning govm, his 
silvered locks flowbig on either side of his head from beneath a 
small and close Gennan cap, after the fashion of a Universi^ 
student. His capacious head, of the finest Saxon mould, pre- 
sented a fill! broad face, expressive of a noble benevolence and 
high intelligence, while the illumined eye and speaking b'p indi- 
cated the ceaseless enei^ and unyielding determination that 
have enabled him, amid the most disheartening embarrassments, 



* " Msdemoiaelle d' Hervilly, on conBcnting to the marriii.gp. utsisted upon 
tvo conditionn : 

1. Tljat she wna not to reeoivu any portion of the property of Hahnemann Pithcr 
during his life or alter liis dec<>aee, but thnt lUo wUiile should descend t« lih oliildNn 
by a former wife. 

2. That Hahnemann should at once diutributo his immediately Biailaljle fuiidB 
UDong his cliildron. The first condition was incorporated into the marrlnge Con- 
tract, and the ucond was directly complied with. A largo German fbrtuni 
«u oontequently divided among his children, HalinMniuin retaining the iuterMl 
only of 15,000 doUnra for hia immediate nse, which surplus wns finally to be sppor- 
tioned in the Ennio miinner. Madame HnhnHm.inn would apecpt of no other rom- 
pliment than a plm'n. gold murriiigr-rinp." 
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to achieve the reward of his proudest aspirations — the triumph CIIAIMV, 
of a celestial truth. 

" I had anticipated mfuay exhibitions of the progress of age 
in the physical condition of Hahnemann. But his tirmness of 
figure, activity of movement and unimpiured sif^ht and hearing, 
are characteristic of the perfect health he enjoys, and form no 
slight or inconclusive commentary upon the excellence of the 
Homceopathic regimen he has so scrupulously and so long 
observed. His mental faculties seem, also, in the judgment of 
aJl who have known him long, to retain the vigour of former 
d^a ; and if I may be allowed to judge by the masterly criti- 
irisms and power&l arguments I Lave heard tall from his lipa, 
tiw apostle of modem Germany has not succumbed to the 
vrdinaiy ravages of time, but, in manhood and strength of in- 
tdlect is, in his green old age, 

'■Loi^ of [ho lion heart «nit angle eje." 

Hahnemann lived to enjoy his croivn. 

■' On tlie occasion of one of his late birth days, a grand 
festival was organized by the disciples and Mends of this good 
old sage: and the array of noblemen, gentlemen, men of 
science and letters, was of a character to diffiise an impres- 
sion auspicious Ut Homoeopathy to the remotest boundaries 
of civilized Europe. The immense saloon of Hahnemann's 
residence was crowiled by the admirers who assembled to 
do him homage. In the centre of the saloon stood bis 
marble bust, executed by the celebrated David, a strong 
personal friend and ardent adherent of Homteopathy. The 
bust was crowned with a golden chaplet of laurel inter- 
woven with the flowers of Cicuta, Belladonna and Digitahs, 
through which were intersiwrsed the engraved names of the moat 
eminent homiEopathists in Europe and America. One of 
the distinguished liomoeopatliists of Paris, Dr. Leon Simon, 
attended by Lord Elgin, Count de Guidl and others, now took 
the old gentleman by tlie hand and conducted him to the gar- 
landed bust, proclaiming to him in an eloquent address his 
deserved attainment of man's greatest boon — immortality I Two 
brilliant poems, which such an occasion could so well inspire, 
were delivered, the one in French, the other in Italian, by the 
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CIIAP. IV, respective composers with thrilling efFeet. The talents of such 
German musical virtuosi as Kalkbrenner, Panofka and Hate 
contribute<l to the impressive festivities." 

Hahnemann, though at this age, stlU laboured. 

It may be interesting to notice the method of hie labour*;. 
May this method be diligently adhered to by liis followers. 

" Hahnemann records with great precision the totality of symp- 
toms or entire group of sufferings of the patient, inclusive of 
all constitutional ailments, previously manifested in his own 
person, or of any hereditary taints characteristic of his progeni- 
tors. On the completion of his record the symptoms of the 
disease are most carefully arranged to correspond with the 
indications of the drug he deems most appropriate to the case ; 
but in reaching this conclusion he neither confides in his 
memory, nor relies solely upon his long experience, but has 
constantly before him the Materia Medica and Riickerfg 
Repertory, from whence he culls every remedy the emergency 
of the disease demands. As he pursues this course towards 
every patient, it can be readily conceived hov? completely and 
incessantly Ms time must be occupied by the history of his 
consultations. It is not, therefore, by hap-hazard or by routine, 
that Hahnemann treats the sick ; but guided by a pure con- 
science, and exercising a profound reflection, this medical 
philosopher not only exerts himself to aeoompUsh cures, but, 
if possible, to perfect the science of Homoeopathy by keeping 
up a course of continual observations on the action of remedies 
whether ancient or recent, which are daily assayed in the 
crucibles of experience. 

The Register of his Consultations, every day increasing in 
magnitude, forms at this moment a stupendous Medical Encyclo- 
pedia. We have seen upon one of the shelves of Hahnemann's 
library, thirty-six quarto volumes of at least 500 pages each, 
entirely written by his own hand ; and to those who are curious 
as to the penmanship of the venerable octogenarian, who has 
never used spectacles, we can testify to writing as fine and 
beautiful as the mignonne of Didot. But this is only a part 
of the daily occupation of this great man ; medical correspond- 
ence holds an important place in the occupation of his time, 
and this is truly immense. The collection of his received letters 
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wliich are Bubaequently arranged into volumes, forms no trifling CUAP, ir* 
compiliition ; and the repertory alone of his letters, containing 
the names of his correspondents and the dates of their missives, 
is an enormous volume, in folio, which is kept under the 
superintendance of Miss Hahnemann." 

That such was the regular course of his proceedings, the two 
Mlowing fiicts are worthy of record : — 

A gentleman from Mexico had come to England on purpose to 
consult the author for a partial blindness, which had been caused 
by the excessive use or abuse of mercurial and other medicines, 
llis case was one so peculiar that the author deemed it Ids duty, 
for the patient's Bake, to recommend him to see Hahnemann at 
Paris. He went ; saw Hahnemann, who told him he thought he 
could cure him in about a year, hut that he must resiile in Paris 
and see him weekly. The gentleman, not wishing to stay in 
Paris, wanted to be guided by Hahnemann otherwise, Hahne- 
mann declined, and gave up the case rather than deviate from the 
course wliich he deemed necessary for the patient's benofit. 

The second foot relates to a patient, who, being about to go to 
Paris, wished to consult Hahnemann. He did consult him, and 
the following letter, besides showing the excellent French of the 
venerable man, shows his adherence to his own rules respecting 
minuteness of dose, and manifests at the same time the energy 
of his mind. The letter follows in lithograph, as exhibiting the 
bcautyandthefirmnessofthehand-writingoftheaged philosopher, 

conclude this notice of Hahnemann, 
[ahnemann had all the characteristics of a philosr>]jher. 
He felt, as all great discoverers and inventors have felt, the 
dignity botli of the truth he discovered, and of himself as the 
discoverer of a great truth. 

writing to one of his medical friends he thus presents his 
options : — 

I present to you a truth long sought for — a divine revelation 
of a principle of eternal nature. I appeal to existing fects alone 
to convince you ; and when a conscientious and complete eoui'se 
of study shall crown your researches with success, then, as I 
have done, bless Providence for the immense benefaction he lias 
allowed to descend upon the earth tlirough my humble agency. 
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itAP. IV. fur I have beeii but a feeble instruoieiit of tliat Oniuipot^Qce be- 
fore which we all bow in himuUty," 

I Holding the dignity of the truth he dist/overed, he despised ull 

extriuBic aid tt> foster it. 
" Our art requires no political levers, no worldly decoradons. 
At present it gi-ows with slow progress amid the abundaiiee of 
weeds which luxuriate about it ; it grows unobserved, from an 
unlikely aeorn into a httle plant; soon may its head be seen over- 
topping the i-ank weedy herba^. Only wait;— it is striking 
deep its roots in the earth ; it is strengthening itself unperceived. 
^^_ but all the more certainly ; and in its own linie it will tncreaae, 
^^B till it becomes an oak of God, whose ai-nis, unmoved by tlie 
^^H wildest storm, stretch in aJl directions, that the suffering children 
^^V of men may be revived under its beneficent shadow." 
^^H Feeling as he did his dignity to be not in himself as a man of 

^^B talent, but in him, as a discoverer of a truth, he thus writes to a 
^^M correspondent who fiattei'cd him. 

^^M " One word more; no more encomiums of me, I altogether dis- 

^^1 like them ; for I feel myself to be nothing more than an upright 
^^V man who merely does his duty. Let us express our regard for 
^^M one another only in simple words, and conduct indicating mutual 
^^M respect. 

^^M " What we perform in this department is a religious work for 

^^1 the good of humanity." 

^^K He telt that the promulgation of the truth nmst excite opposi- 

^^B tion, but this he disregarded : he remarks : — 
^^H " K the path, which I discovered, while setting at defiance all 
^^V prevalent prejudices, and simply contemplating Nature, be as 
1 directly at variance with all the dogmata of the schools, as were 

the bold sentences, which Lutlier nailed to the Schloss-kirche 
I of Wittenberg, opposed to the spirit of a crippling hierarchy, the 

fault lies neither nith Luther's truth nor mine," 

Hahnemann thus showed his greatness by standing manfully 
by his truth, disregarding all opposition by his fellow-men. 

While self-content in relation to his tellow-meu, he felt like 
all great men do, intense humility in the sight of his Creator. 

Referring to the anxiety experienced during the confinement 
of his wife and the tear lest he should luse her. he thus 
writes, contemplating the last thirty years :— 
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" Whither are they gone? Do you not believe that the remain- ciur, IV. 
iug thirty will liasten as ([Uitkly i Tlien you will be as near 
your departure from this preliminary school of earth as he who 
now writes, and who cannot reckon upon having moi'e than a few 
brief years to spend among men, until the time comes for him 
to uncloak himself of his present garment of corruption, and in 
calm joy, to enter into the kingdom of the All-loving One. 

In such au hour I have made an inviolable vow to cherisli 
within me simplicity, honesty and trutli ; and partly in self- 
culture as becomes a denizen of eternity, partly in the benefac- 
tion of my neighbours, to find contentment and happiness 
beneath the eye of the Father of all living — tlie God of truths 
whose universal presence always surrounds us ; from whom flc 
cannot conceal the inmost thoughts of onr souls, and before 
whose holiness the holiest of us stands condemned. So have I 
striven in that heart-quailing hour to &shion an inner life, such 
as is required for our eternal existence, and our passage into the 
land of perfection. Vainly do we attempt to conceal from our- 
selves in OTir younger years, that to this end alone we exist ; 
irresistibly we are home on toward this exalted goal. How fast 
have the thirty years of our life vanished," 

His intense humility in the sight of the Author of truth is 
thus expressed by him : — 

" It is perhaps time that I quit this earth, but I leave it all. 
and always, in the hands of my God." 

He also said on the same occasion- — 

" My Leiul is foil of tnith for the good of mankind, and I have 
no wish to live but in so iai- as I can serve my fellow-men."' 

When his dying moment arrived, and his devoted vrife re- 
marked to him— 

" Providence owes you a mitigation of your sufferings, since, 
in your lite, 3'ou have alleviated the sufferings of so many, and 
yourself endured so much ! ' Me.' replied the dying sage, 
' Why then me f Each man here below works as God gives him 
strength, and meets with a greater or less reward at the judgment- 
seat of man ; but he can claim no reward at the judgment-seat 
f God. God owes me nothing, Imt I owe God much^yea. all.' " 
Bs of Hahnemann from childhood presents all the 
mts of true greatness. 
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V. When all these fiicts, when this portraiture of the man are 
borne in mind, «-ill not cverj- ingenuous person feel indignation at 
the base viilgarity of those of the professed leaders of medical 
litiTature, who are powerfiil only in the strength of their tuI- 
garity, who have dared to denounce this noble-minded, this high- 
toned moi-al pliiloBophtT, this Imwer-down of liis selfhood at 
the shrine of dut)', as an "impostor," as a "knave." 

Sueh w.is Halinemann's prt^re^s : its results may be reviewed. 
He discovered that the fact, established in reference to Pemviaa' 
bark, namely, that bark, being a, specific for ague, depend* 
upon its power of producing a disease similar to ague : that ths 
principle, embodied in this fact, applies to all other specifics for 
diseases, these owing their specific properties to tlie power rf 
producing symptoms exactly similar to those diseases, in the 
cure of which they are specific. He found fiirtlier, that this 
principle applies not only to the medieims, commonly called 
specifics, but that all medecines are specifics, and that eaek. 
medicine is a specific, a certain cure for the disease, to the symp- 
toms of which it is able to excite corresponding symptoms in s 
healthy person : and, at length, so universal was the principle 
found to be, that Hahnemann stated it in the paraphrastic 
statement — 

■' Siuiilia ainiilibiiH curantnr-'— " Lik«B bf likoB arc pUI'piI," 

Such then is the principle. But to impress it still mon 
mny he stated in another form. Hahnemann found, that every 
iu'hvidual medicine produces a particular grmip of symptoms, 
which may be regarded, being deviations fi^m the usual mani- 
fi'Htations of life, as a disease ; and this group of symptoms, 
being produced by a medicinal agent, the disease thus produced 
being different fi-om that, produced fi-om other causes, he desig- 
nates a mfdicinal disease : This was step first : Hahnemann 
fiirther knew that certain "natural diseases, that is, diseases, pro- 
duced by causes not medicinal, present certain groups of symp- 
toms : Step second : He then established, that there is such a 
relation established between the groups of symptoms, produced 
by a medicine, and the group of symptoms, produced in a disease, 
that, ii' the medicine, producing this group, is given to a patient, 
labouring under the corresponding group, the patient jimat be 
cured: in fact, that the remedy is the specific to the disease. 
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CHAPTER V. 



lUustrationa of the Homoeopathic law presented in Nature, — 
Curious fa/it in regard to Sanctus, — Dr, Kentish^a hum 
liniment, — Difference between like and identical. — Peculiar 
effect of ipecacuanha, — Illustrations of the Homoeopathic 
principle in relation to the mind, — TTie ScrijHure rule. — 
Shakspeare, — Hippocrates, — John Hunter's views corrobo- 
rative of the Homoeopathic law, — Vaccination, — The simi- 
larity between small pox and cow pock, — Experim^^its of 
Dr, Bazil Thiele and of Mr, Ceeley, 



The law put forth by Homoeopathists being one which is in CIIAP. v. 
opposition to those hitherto deemed regulatory in medicine, and 
having, from its character of novelty, a position in which it is 
likely to be scanned with exactness, and to be met with doubt, it 
seems meet to consider whether the probabilities, derived from 
the observation of the facts in nature, will afford any evidence 
feivouring the law itself. In fact, as this is a new principle, a 
newly discovered law, leading to quite a new practice, it may be 
advantageous to seek to justify it more ftiUy from nature by 
noticing facts illustrative. 

Before enumerating these illustrations, let it be remembered, 
that the homoeopathic mode of cure is founded upon this, that the 
inducing a medicinal disease^ in symptoms similar to those pre- 
sented in natural disease, will cure the natural disease. 

You knock yourself. You rub the part knocked — ^that is, ymr, 

use a succession of gentle hut rapid 
knochings. 

You are palsied. You. use Btrychnino, which produce* 

palsy. 



48 DIFFERESce BETWEEN LIKE .»N1) IDENTICAL. 

'. You burn your flrgPM hy a hot Pimlpr or You hold the finger to the fire — that ii. 
a liot iron. tdu put hent, the sametMng, inano(A«r 

lurm, to your linger 

To his friend, Mr, Peter Stuart, of Liverpool, the ship-owner 
who first supplied his ship's crew with homceopathic remedial 
means, the author is indebted for the following interesting illua- 
ration. — Jonen' 8 History of the Christian Churck, vol. i,, p. 249. 

" The most barbarous indignities were inflicted upon Sanctus, 
the deacon, to extort from him something injurious to the gospel, 
which he sustained in a manner more than human ; and such 
was the firmness with which he resisted the most intense sufler- 
ings, that to every question put to him by his tormentors, he had 
unifonnly one reply^-' I am a Christian.' This provoted the 
executioners so much that they applied red hot plates of iron 
to the tenderest parts of his body, till he was one wound, and 
scarcely retained the appearance of the human form. Having 
left him a few days in this ulcerated eondition, they hoped to 
make him more exquisitely sensible to fresh tortures, but the 
renewal of similar applications, while he was di-eadiully swelled, 
was found to have the effect of reducing him to his former shape 
and restoring him to the use of his limbs." 

Yoo scald youraelf. Y'ou npply hot spirits of turpentine snil 

Dr. Kcutish'9 born* tininient : but you 
do not <lo idnalicidltf by scalding yoiil- 
gplf again. 

Some seem not to recognize the difference between the like 
and the identical. The homceopathist does not say if a man has 
overloaded his stomach by taking one dinner, he is to cure him- 
self by taking another dinner; or that a man, who is drunk, ia 
to cure himself by an additional debauch ; but he miuntains, that 
to core the consequences of an overloaded stomach he is to take 



" In the Loudou PhiUTuacopiEiii, publialred by nnlhority, there is a preparatiim. 
railed linimentum lerebinthinie, or turpentine tininient, or Or. Kentiah's bum lini- 
ment, eouBiiitiDg of reein, wax. and oil of turpentine. Thit waa introdueed in the 
PhnnoaeopiGia, having been used with eiTch extraordinarily hcnefioiiU results by Dr. 
Kentish, aphy»ician, who pnwtiscd in mining diBtricts. whi-re ncalda and bnniB are 
no rery fr«|U(>nt. Tbs plan of this gentleman was to wash the icalded or bumrrf ■ 
linrt with het ipirit of turp^ntiiw. and then (o cover a rag with the liniment, itnetf 
fai!:h1; lipsting atid si iniu luting, and apply it orer the bunted oraralded surlscp. 
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a medicine, whicL has the power of producing symptoma similar fllA 
to those, which an overloaded stomach produces ; and that to 
cure drunkenness — that is, to remove its effects, the person must 
take that medicine, which has the power of producing symptoms 
similar to those produced by the intoxicating liquor taken. 

Tou are froat bitten. Ton rub with ttunn, a result of froat, hut 

fOQ do not expose youraelT to the Iden- 
tioal froit again. 

If the homoeopathic law is violated, and the cold feet are ex- 
posed to the heat of the fire, chilblains are caused. 
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TouhsTeutliinn. 



Vou UBO uitimon;, which produces aick- 
Tou use ipecacuiuibiL, vhich prodnceB an 



A medical friend can never remain in his pharmacy room when 
any prescription containing ipecacuanha is being made up : it 
brings on an asthmatic paroiysm. Dr. Chapman, of America, 
in his Materia Medica, testifies to the power of ipecacuanha in 
asthma. 

Tou hare tore throat. BetladoiuiB taken, which, aocording to Mr. 

Wade, produces Bwellingor the tonsili 
an d inflammation of the palate. (London 
Medieai and Phytieal /oumnl, 1837, J 
wUl cure it. 

You have sweating sickoFtaa. Medicinea are given vihieh exrite taieat : 

and SennertUB, in his work Tie Febri- 

»bua IV. cap. 15, relates that the Enf- 
lish aweating aickneis in USE, which, 
Willis Btatea, onrricd off at Brat ninety- 
nine patients out of one hundred, was 
only Bubduei] b; the administration of 
Budoi-ifics. 
Cantbaria, which produces atrangur;, 

tchloriDegna, and have induced Ctdorifie haa become famous in cough 
It wiweiing cough with expcc- aflijctiDDB, particularij is phthisis. 



You have strangury. 
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io oholeni there i* eictenre cold* 



Dr. FooM, who trtvelled In India and 
ncMi. PDrsis, Etnl«B, in bii Treatise on Asi 

Cholera, that the Peraiana treat 

diaeasc with great eucoesa by cold 

Vour linrun ia iljnut tn all)- from fright. Tou etriiie him, and, by tbi« other iright. 
prerenl bU eb;ing. 

View this prinoiple in reference to the mind and see its success, 

Vou have grief. ■' The theatre often has been resorted to 

to remOTO bts o( low Bpirits, and it ii s 
bin^lar fiict, that a troffedi/ ofic&sr 
dL<3i]iateB them than a comedy. The 
remedy, though diatreasing to persona, 
with healthr mindn, ielike the tempera- 
ture of cold water to peraoDB benumbed 
with froet : it is exactl;^ proportioned 
to the eicitahilitf of their minds, and 
it not onlf abstracts attention from 
themselves but reiiTea their spirit*." 
De. BaSJUiis RUBB. 

Tou weep. " Weep with thoie who weep." — B&le. 

You rejoipe •* Eojoiee with Ihcm who rejoice." — 

Bible. 

Fools attempt to cure grief by laughiug. This is the anti- 
pathic mode. 

Why is sympathy so soothing ? It is the addition of a form 
■of grief to a form of grief : it is the addition of a form of joy to 
joy : we obey the Divine command, divine, and therefore accord- 
ant to man's natnral constitution, " To weep with those who 
weep, and to rejoice with those who rejoice," 

" O let me join 
Griefs to thy grieGi, and echo siglis to thine," 

observes the poet : and Shakspeare, before whom scarcely any 
mental emotion seems to have passed unobserved, thus apostro- 
phizes in Romeo and Juliet^ — 

■' Tut, nun ! one Are burn! out another's hnming, 

One pain is lessen'd by snocher's anj^iab ; 
Tuni gidily, and be bolp by baekwsril turning : 

One deapenite grief curea with nnother'a lanpiish -. 
Tske Ihou some new iaieetion to thy eye, 
And the rank poiaon uf the old will die." 

Ulrici, in his treatise on Shakspeare and the dramatic art, 
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is critdcisixig the " Taming of the Shrew," and, in retemng to chap. 
that part where the feigned violence of Petruchio is the medi- 
cine to cure the violent temper of his cursed Kate, remarks, 
" a feigned perversity of temper has hecome tlie medicine of a 
real disease ; and the drama itself, founded on psychological 
observation, is a representation of homteopatliic treatment of the 
mind," 

The principle of overcoming one action by a similar action 
thus occurs in nature. Some cases in which sueh overcoming, 
in connexion with remedial agents, has been manifested under 
accidental circumstances, have been noticed : a few more may 
be selected. 

Hippocrates relates the history of a prevailing cholera mor- 
bus, which had resisted the usual remedies, but was accidentally 
cured by white hellebore ; white hellebore produces, when taken, 
a cholera. Book V. 

De Hean,* Sareone,+ and Pringle,J cured pfouWaiM "by means 
of squill : and Wagnerg observes, that this plant produces pleu- 
risy and inflammation uf the lungs. 

Ipecacuanha produces vomiting, and ipecacuanha in homceo- 
pathic doses is a most effectual remedy for vomiting. 

Nux vomica produces mornintf sickness ; and for morning 
sickness there is no better remedy than nux vomica in infini- 
tesirnal doses. 

Opium, it is well known, produces constipation : and hence, 
under the antipathic system, when the practitioner gives opiates 
to induce sleep, he presciibes on the following morning a purga- 
tive draught, to obviate the effect of the opiate on the bowels. 

HomcEopathists have proved, that opium is one of the best 
remedies for constipation, curing some most obstinate constipa- 
tions ; and in two diseases, namely, ileus and incarcerated hernia, 
in which it has been used with success by the allopathic prac- 
titioner, the homceopathist sees the reason of its success, the 
allopathist does not : he talks, it is true, of its relieving spasm. 
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ILLISTBATI0S8 OP THE HOUCEOFATHIC LAW. 



'. bat this is mere assertion, and exhibits bis ignorance of the 
nature of the operation of the opium. 

Jalap produces colics, and much uneasiness, and agitation, and 
it is one of the best remedies for curing the sharp bowel pains, 
which attack young children, mailing them so restless, and caus- 
ing them to cry so violently. 

Bark has been already referred to, as producing an intermit- 
tent fever, like that it cures : Mercury, as producing a disease 
similar to that it cures : Sulphur, producing the itch, which it 

Illustration might be added to illustration, but these few 
will serve to show the general bearing of the principle ; indeed, 
it may be asserted with very httle hesitation, that all actioos 
and reactions are dependent upon the homoeopathic law. 

The homceopathic law is the rendering definite, in regard 
to the use of remedies, the principle put forth so cleariy by 
John Hunter. He says, "As I reckon every operation in the 
body an action, whether universal or partial, it appears to 
me, beyond a doubt, that no two actions can take place in 
the same constitution, nor two local diseases in the same part 
at the same time. 

" It naturally results from this principle, that no two different 
fevers can exist in the same constitution, nor in the same part, 
at one and the same time. 

" A patient may have the scrofula, scurvy, lues, small-pox, 
&e., at the same time ; all this is indeed possible, but then no 
two of them can exist in the same part of the body at the same 
time."* 

Such were the views of this extraordinary man, and homoe- 
pathy verifies them. The homceopathic principle, discovered 
by Hahnemann, demonstrates the acuteness and the accuracy 
of Hunter ; homoeopathy stating that it is impossible that two 
similar diseases, " two difierent fevers," to use Hunter's phrase, 
can exist in the same constitution at the same time ; and the 
homoBopathic physician, feeling this, labours to discover the 
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medicine whieli will produce a similar disease ; he administers ciIap. V. 
that and cures the patient. 

As medical director to tlje Royal Jenuerian and London Vac- 
cine Institution twenty years, the author has vaccinated upwards 
of one hundred and twenty thousand children, and has seen 
thousands, who have heen protected through life from the small 
pox, by the small quantity of vaccine ^-irus introduced into their 
systems early in hfe. What is this but a disease, homoeopathic 
to small pos, preventing small pox,* 

" " Exporimonta of Into )-cars hire proved thnt, if Toccinia and Tiiriols are not 
idcDticnl, the; sre, at lenst. nnitoublcdlj modificstioni of one miasni, aaJ gi\-a 
rise to TCrj limiinT nymptoms. 

Dr. BaiU Tbiele of Kawui (Ruaaia) inoculBted a caw nitli ■mallpon mntMr, and 
found thnt by ao doing he could product) tlie trne Tacolnia, wtiicli «u aftorwards 
oeniceable fur vaccination. On the 3rd iay afl«r the inoonlation, a hsrdneis U 
perceiyed in the cellular tinuo of the adder ; on the dth, a Tacoino^like postnlo {■ 
formed : on the 1th and Sth, this contain) a clear lymph ; fWim the Dth Mi the 11th 
it begins to drf, and teaiea a smal) aupcrficini cicatrix. The matter aa obtaiued can 
be either immedial«l; employed, or kept for gome time between glass. Dr. Thiele'i 
flrtl eiperiments were made in 1836, and suvcessfully repeatediii 1838. Sioae that 
time the Bubjcct has been admirably examined in this country by Dr. Ceely, (Tran*. of 
Med. and Surg. Assoc., vol. vlii., fiir 1840), who has fully corroborated by Ma own 
experiments the obserrations of Cr. Tbiele, whose trials were not known in this 
country at the time Dr. Ceely made his inTeatigatiooa, which makes the confirmation 
eieo more gntis&otory. The subject had been previously iiireatigated, Lowcrer, by 
Dr. SanderlandfMed. Gai., Nov. 1S3I,) 

" The fundamental identity of the two dltcagps is furtlier illusCrntod by other ei- 
porimonts of Dr. Tbiele, which show, tliat, by being subjcetod to a very simple pro- 
cess, the variolous can be converted into the Taccine matter. Tlie lymph from 
smaUpox must be kept for ten days between pieces of glnes waxed together, and then 
dilute with warm eow-milk, aRer which it assumes the appearance of common vac- 
cine mattflr. Vaccination with this produces large pustules, and the common vaeoine 
lever appears twice ; the flrst time between the 3rd and lib days, and again more 
severely between the lllh and l*th. The rcdiioea of the circumference is more 
marked than iu ordinary vaocination, and sometimes very small pastulet appear. 
TliO cicatrix ii larger and deeper than common, and its margin is at times sharp. 
Wben the operation is successively repeated upon 10 difibrent persona, inocolating 
one from the other, the pox becomes more and more like the vnccinia until it is im- 
possible to distinguish it. If there be no eonseciitive fever, the inocalation may bo 
made from arm to arm without dilution with milk. If this rule be not attended to, 
then true nmallpoi appears. These observations were taken from eiperimcats on 
about 3000 pereons," (Fletcher's Pathology, nolo by Editors, p. 137, See also 
Bulletin de I'Acad. Hoy. de MMfeine, Janv. I84I. Also Edin. Mod, and Surg. 
Jonm,, July, 1841, p, 3flfl.) 

'■ A more striking reieinblanee between the two diacaaea, though a much more 
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''■ Numerous other evidences" might be brought to ehow that 
tbere is a homoeopathy in nature : that the remedies, most suc- 
cessful in curing diseases imder the old systems, owe their efficacy 
entirely to their homceopathicity to the diseases for which they 
have been employed : and that the wonderfiil cures, sometimes 
effected by accident, owe their production to the medicines pre- 
scribed being those homoeopathic to the disease, in which they 
were so successfully given. This view will be more fully illus- 
trated in a subsequent chapter. 



rare oouurreoOB in cowpox, is what may b« called a crop of B^ondar; eruptions. T 
do not recollect that these have been recorded by more than three writers." (Adams'* 
Popular View of Vncolne Inoculation, p. IfiO, Lend. 1807.) 

The three instiuices relerred to are those noticed b; tlis Rer. Mr. Hall (M«d. 
Joum., vol. ii. p. 4U3). Another of two ca»eB in Madoira (same Jounial, vol. ii., 
p. SOB), and the third by M. Ilalle, to bo met with in Med. and Ciiir. Reiiew, 
Tol. XY., p. 0, hEsml. In this paper the author ootioeu eevend auomola wbioh ap- 
peared during n general Tacoination at Lucen ; among the reat he remarks emptione 
of pastnlos over the whole auriace of the body, which took phu^e at the time of the 
appearance of the areola round the inoculated part. Those eruptions, which might 
easily be miataken for rariolnua, diflbred, however, esBentially from them in the 
maimer of their formation, in the order in wLioh thoy dried away, and especially in 
the nature of the fluid they oontaiued. 

We havo seen a well-marked instanoe of eruption occurring in this city, on the 
person of a dairy*maid, where the original pustule waa visible on the inside of the 
middle finger, and the greater part of the body covered with a pustular eruption. 

A general eruption waa also observed attheUopital Cochin (British and For. Med. 
Review, No. nv., Jan. 1813, p. 2i1).~I>r. Bkiek'i Pnnciphs and PraetiM ef 
HamcfOpaihy, p. 43, H. 

• Those, wishing to prosecute furthtr tliese iUualration'i, will find iu the .appen- 
dix many intereating facta. See AppeiHlii, 
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taace of science ; certainty, timplidty, power, — 
2Vt* viat^ of certainty in the old-eystem medicine ; tetiimti- 
nies by its practitioners .- its presence in the Homceopathic 
aystem, — The want of faith in the practitionera of the old- 
aysiem Tnedicine.—Quotatione from the writings of Cowan, 
Forbes, Ferffusson, Boatock, Magendie, and others. 



The results of mind must be manifestative of the mind wheiicp CllAi', 
they come. The Creator, as a God of order, must have estab- 
lished order in the creation, that is, must have impressed the 
character of the Divine Mind on the results of that mind's 
action. 

The fact is so : the phenomena of the universe present regu- 
larity, i, e, order. The human mind is led by this regularity, and 
alfio by the consequent unilormity of phenomena, to seek for the 
cause of such regularity ; and. in so searching, the philosopher 
carefully links the phenomenon consequent with the phenomenon 
antecedent, and thus establishes in his own mind such a fixed 
connexion between these phenomena, that he is led to seek for 
some term, expressive of the cause of such connexion, and the 
term " Law" is that which has been and is used. It is by re- 
peatedly exchanging one hypothesis for another that the true 
law of nature is at length evolved ; that is, those uniformities, 
which exist among a certain set of phenomena, are reduced to 
their simplest form of expression."" 
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I- Thus man finds that caloric, applied to a body, causes that 
body to occupy a larger space. Repeated experiments with 
various bodies still farther demonstrate, that expansion is the 
consequent of the application of the antecedent something, caloric. 
He sees the connexion ; says, the caloric is the cause of the ex- 
pansion; and deduces at length as a la.u; fixed in the aniveree. 
CALORIC EXPANDS BODIES, In fact, he rect^izes what has 
been so well asserted by the Swedish philosopher, " the discern- 
ment of universal connexion and continuity amounts to the dis- 
covery of truth." — The Animal Kingdom, p. 157, vol. i., Ed. 
1843. 

Extending his inquiries man at length attains to natui^l 
science, which is a knowledge of the laws of the Creator, lliese 
laws are characterized by certainty in their results, by simplicity 
in their application, by power in their effects, and by their fitness 
to explain the phenomena presented in relation to them in the 
natural world. 

It is a just deduction from these characteristics of science, 
that, if the law wliich Homosopathy embodies be true. Homoeo- 
pathy mnst present these characteristics in a marked degree. 

The scientific character of Homceopathy in possessing these 
characteristics will perhaps be exldbited most strongly by ex- 
hibiting previously the want of these characteristicB by the old 
system of medicine. ■ 

The want of certainty in the old system of medicine is exhibited 
in the fact, that the old system has no fixed rule in the use of 
remedies. 

A medical periodical, the most objurgatory of Homoaopathy, 
8 the Lancet. Some of tlie proofe of this want of certainty in 
connexion with the old system practice may, on this account, 
be taken from its pages : — 

" 7/^ the practice of nicditiiie is to be redeemed from the re- 
proach of uncertainty, which is at present attached to it, — if, as 
a science, medicine is to rank with other departments of natural 
knowledge, it must be by having all its various branches ad- 
vanced, without exception."* 

Here is an acknowledgment that uncertainty is at present 
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attacked to the practice of me<iicine. There is something want- pHat. 
ing in order that medicine may be redeemed from the reproach 
ofnincertainty. 

Tlie editor of the afime periodical in detailing some of the 
causes of the uncertainty, points out an immensity of knowledge 
as necessary to be attained before the uncertainty can cease; 

" We want, too, to know of what ovr remfiiiex consist — and 
what chnTifes they pass through in their uses — the part they 
take as compounds^or what fiinctions their components seve- 
rally perform in the innumerable chemical processes, the decom- 
positions and recoinpositions of organic substances, incessantly 
going on within a living organism — all this le almoxt^w kot 
altogether unknown." 

But the lack of the information, necessary in order to the 
realization of certainty in reference to the action of medicines, 
is stated to be greater even than that alreatly expressed. 

" It is not sufficient that the most minute examination of the 
tissues of the body and its organs, by the most improved micro- 
scopes, should render our knowledge of morbid changes occurring 
in disease perfect. If we could attain to a complete interpreta- 
tion of physical signs and the fullest etiology, (that is. the nausea 
of dUeasee). still, without a knowledge of the elementary consti- 
tution of the materials of the body, of the aliments, of the . 
chemical changes these aliments and materials undergo in the 
processes of life, and ere they are cast out of the lH>dy in the 
excretions, our pathology must necessarily be imperfect. Nay, 
it is still necessary that we should study these escretions further, 
aad trace the chemical chanijes they are subject to under the 
injltience of remedial agmU, and until they are resolved into such 
forms as they ultimately take after having served the purposes 
of the economy. And, moreover, parallel with our chemico- 
pathology must he our invesH/fation into the nature and opera- 
tiaiie of remedial apeiits. It is, perhaps, not saying too much to 
aver that there is not a single agent employed in medicine, about 
which there is not at present some point to be decided by a moi'e 
elaborate chemistry. Scarcely is there one remedy known to be 
such, save empirically, the effects of which on the ehemicat con- 
stitution of the fiiiids, of the solids, of the secretions, are not, 
almost, if not altogether, unknown." 
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r. K these matters are necessary to be known in order to enable 
the old system practitioner to practice physic with certainty, 
and yet are unknown, how uncertain must be the old system 
practice* 

But as additional evidence of the want of certainty in the old 
system, the following acknowledgment from this same periodical 
is peculiarly appropriate : 

" No less haziness and uncertainly hang around all our vefre- 
table remedies, especially those which are indigenous to this 
country. The compilers of systems of materia medica and dis- 
pensatories are, after all, but compilers. They cannot be ex- 
pected to verify the statements they make. There is >io( one 
that we are acquainted with who has fairly given the autho- 
rities, upon which his accounts of the effects of vegetable remedies 
are stated. Nothing therefore is more difficult than to discri- 
minate between conflicting opinions, and no part of medicine, 
as it is known and practised, is so badly represented in books." 

With the acknowledgements here made, that the compilers of 
systems of materia medica are not expected to verify the state- 
ments they make ; that the authorities for the effects stated 
are hardly ever given; need it be wondered that uncertainty 
should prevail in the old system medicine, when, with this want of 
authorities medical men of the old system act with medicines 
aa if all was established. And well maythe writer add, as he does: 
— " If the natural philosopher or scientific chemist turn from his 
own science to titer apeutics, he would be led either to abandon 
his confidence in the vniformity and stability of the laws of 
nature, or to infer that the spirit of modem science has not yet 
aninutted thB practical physician "i 

Bichat is held forth as an authority by the editor of the 
periodical referred to, and the following is his language :— 

" There is not in the Materia Medica— that is, in the history 
of reTn^iee—any general system ; but this science has been by 
turns influenced by those who have ruled in medicine. The in- 



* It abould bo understood that tbe homtBopatluat does not regard theso ■» at oil 
necessarj to BUCceBafUJ practice ; in fact, ho helieTei thiit msny of the inquiriw ttett 
ral&ted are as absurd luid unpoesible as tbe searoh nttor tbe philoaophor'g itonr. 

t LaiKtt, 1844, vol. i. p. 454. 
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iherent assemblage of opinions themselves incoherent, it is CUAP,^ 
-perhaps, of all the sciences, the best representation of the caprices 
of the human mind. What do I say? It Is not a science for the 
methodic mind ; it is a shapeless assemblage of inexact ideas ; 
of observations often puerile ; of deceit&l means ; of formulas as 
absurdly conceived, as they are fastidiously collected. It is said, 
' the practice of medicine is disheartening,' I say more— it is 
not in any respect that of a reasoning man, when we draw the 
principles in a great measure from our Materia Medica." — 
Bichat, Anat. Geo. Gonsid. Oen. torn. i. page 46. 

The impossibility of arriving at certainty is established by the 
fact that results, after the use of the most directly opposite 
means, have been obtained so nearly alike that it is impossible 
to detect the difference. 

Mr. Simpson, in a letter to the Journal referred to, thus states 

lesperience: — " Having secnagreat number of cases of the worst 
of typhus fever, in Belfast, Dublin, Edinburgh, and London, 
having seen all kinds of treatment tried with nearly the 
average success, I was at a loss to account for such eontra- 
dietory results. I had always heard the subject reasoned on iu 
a mathematical manner, and, of course, expected precise conse- 
guences to given premises — namely, if (as one party say) you 
have ten cases of typhus fever, and don't bleed, you are sure to 
lose the half of them ; but if you do bleed, you will, to a cer- 
tainty, save nine of them. The advocates of the other system 
make the same calculations with the same confidence, as to the 
results. To my surprise, I found the on« party nearly as suc- 
cessful as the other." 

The uncertainty of opinion regarding the most common of 
les, or, perhaps, more correctly stated, the most common 

icomitant of most diseases — -namely, fever, is thus attested 
l^ Dr. Bostock :—Ci/dopwdia of Practical Medicine, p. 68. 

" Let us apply these remarks to the ease of fever, the disease 
which has been styled the touchstone of medical theory, and 
which may be pronounced to be its opprobrium. At the termi- 
nation of the last century, while the doctrine of Cullen was 
generally embraced, typhus fever was called a disease of debility, 

' was of course to be cured by tonics and stimulants. No 
ler was it ascertained to exist, than bark and wine were ad- 
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■ CHAP. VI. luinisttred in as large doses as the patient could be induced, or 
was IbaDd able, to take. No doubt was entertained of their 
power over the disease ; the only question that caused any doubt 
in the mind of the practitioner was, whether the patient could 
bear the quantity that would be necessary for the cure. To this 
treatment succeeded that of cold affusion. The high character 
and Uterary reputation of tlie individual who proposed this 
remedy, its simplicity and easy application, the candid spirit 
which was manifested, and the strong testimonials which were 
adduced by his contemporaries, bore down all opposition, and we 
Mattered ourselves that we had at k-ngth subdued the formidable 
monster. But we were doomed to experience the ordinary pro- 
cess of disappointment ; the practice, as usual, was found ineffi- 
cient or injurious, and it was, after a short time, supplanted by 
the use of the lancet. But this practice was even more short- 
lived than its predecessoi's ; and thus, in a space of less than 
forty years, we have gone through three revolutions of opinion 
with respect to our treatment of a disease of very frequent occur- 
rence, and of the most decisive and urgent symptoms. Are we 
then to conclude that all medical treatment is of no avail ? — that 
it is all imaginary or deceptive 'i We should feel most unwilling 
to be compelled to form such a conclusion." 

Dr. James Johnson, one of the most judicious of the old-systeui 
practitioners, recommends, in his ■' Diseases of Tropical Cli- 
mates," as the bavis of all successful treatment, " bleeding and 
calomel." Dr. Dickson asserts that " bleeding and calomel are 
the moat deadly enemies in a tropical climate." 

Dr. Rush, of Philadelphia, thus writes ; — " It seems to be one 
of the rules of fidth in our art, that every truth must be helped 
into belief by some persuasive fiction of the school. And I here 
owe it to the general reader to confess, that as tar as I know, 
the medical profession can scarcely prodvce a single volume in its 
priietical depaitment, from the works of Hippocrates down to 
the last made text-book, which, by the requisitions of an exact 
philosophy, will not be found to contain nearly as much fiction as 
truth." The autiior adds, further, " Upon these points, and 
bearing in mind that we have now in medicine the recorded 
prai-tice of more than two thousand yeai-s — let the reader refer 
to the [iroccedings of the medical profession during tlie prevalence 
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the 80-called ■ Aaiatit; cholera,' and he will find tlieir history CUAP. 
weiywhero exhibiting an ejrtraordinary picture of prefetory 
panic, vulgar wonder, doubt, ignorance, obtrusive vanity, plans 
for profit and popularity, fatal blunders, diBtracting contradic- 
tions, and egregious empiricisms," 

In fact, such is the want of certainty, that the best physi- 
cians of the old system are sceptical respecting the virtues of 
medicines. 

Dr. Williajns, who was many years physician to St. Thomas's 
Hospital, who lectured there on the theory and the practice of 
medicine, and who wrote an elaborate work, entitled " Elenienta 
MetHcine," his &ierid Dr. Chambers declares, concluded his 
ler by having " in truth little faith in physic."* 
Dr. Cowan, a physician of some eminence practising at Kead- 
;, in hia translation of a work by P. Ch. A, Louis, entitled, 
J*aiholoffical Sesearclies on Phthisis, remarks, " Medicine for 
ly very evident reasons has been and continues to be the 
of varied and contratlictory hypothesis : the minds of all 
'ho have attempted tti trace its deviatory course, have wearied 
the vague contiict of opinions, and have either sheltered them- 
lives under the authority of a name, or satisfied their doubts by 
e creation of a principle quite as hypothetical and uncertain as 
ly by which they were previously bewildered." 
Dr. Forbes, physician to the Queen's household, thus writes in 
'Ac British and Foreign Medical Revietv, 1846: — " Who 
among us, in fact, of any considerable experience, and who lias 
thought somewhat, as well us prescribed, but is ready to admit, 
that in a lai^e proportion of the cases he treats, whether ids prac- 
tice in individual instances be (Urected by precept and example, by 
try, by observation, by experience, by habit, by accident, or 
-Jfy whatsoever principle of action, he has no positive proof or 
rather, no proof whatever, often, indeed, very Utile probability. 
that the remedies administered by him exert an;/ henejicial influ- 
ence over the disease ? We often may hojie, and frequently he- 
re, and sometimes feel confident, that we do good even in this 
of cases ; but the honest philosophical tlunker, the experi- 
intiiic observer, will hesitate, even in the best of cases. 
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CUAP. VI. ere he commit himself by tlie positive assertiou that the good 
has been done by him. 

" ' Has Dr. Latham,' it is asked, ' ever seen patients afected 
with severe acute rheumatism sent fortli from the hospital in a 
state of (to their feelings) complete restoration, which patients 
liad nevertheless undergone no treatment but that signified by 
fibstiiience, the free use of diluents, and the occasional admini- 
stration of a gentle laxative ? Probably he has not. We have, 
and we confess that such sights Iiave shahen our faith.' " 

Dr. Fergusson, an army physician, after a long residence and 
extensive practice in the West Indies and America, and during 
the Peninsular war, states his experience in reference to the same 
disease, fever : — 

" The term fever is as mysterious as it is comprehensive ; it is, 
in a great degree, peculiar to the human race, and never as an 
idiopathic disease, affects the lower animals. The uncivilized 
man appears to possess, to a certain extent, an exemption ; for 
the negro tribes feel little of malarious fever, and the Indian races 
are far less subject to it than European • • » Have we any safe- 
guard ? None, but in the good keeping, good condition, physical 
and moral, of the troops : no remedy after the disease is estab- 
lished, none whatever in the way of physic ; for the best physi- 
cian that ever existed will lose more patients than the most 
ignorant hospital mate, if he neglects the precautions of discipline 
and cleanliness ; and if both be on a par in this respect, the event 
will, in nine cases out of ten, be precisely the same. Hence it 
appears that physic does nothing, and has done nothing towards 
establishing a better mode of treatment since the days of Hip- 
pocrates." 

To these statements may be added those of Magendie; opinions 
dehvered by him not more than three years since, and addressed 
to the students of medicine, studying at the Hotel Dieu at Paris, 
to which he is physician, and as such, must have had extensive 
opportunities of judging of the effects of medicine: — 

" Medicine can only exist but inasmuch as patients have faith 
in it, and claim its assistance. It is not by theories that it lives, 
but by cUents." 

He adds : — 

" Listen to those wbom you meet with in soiietv. and you will 
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be surprbe'i to hear of the wonderfiil cures which Homteopathy CHAP. 
has performed. Moreover, we must not deny that many patients 
have recovered their health in inmost unhoped for manner while 
under honKeopatbic treatment. This brings ua back to a ques- 
tion which I have often raised, and which I have endeavoured to 
elucidate by experiments for the last ten years— namely, ivhat ia 
t!te influence of treatment on the progress of disease ? 

" In hospitals, as well as in private practice, we must fii-st 
take into consideration the intluenee on the mind of the patient. 
Now tliere can be no doubt but that a patient who takes a me- 
dicine experiences immeiliate benefit, from the conviction that 
it will favourably modify hia disease. If this favourable result 
takes place, what has been the real share of the medicinal 
eubstance administered ? Medical men are always inclined to 
iflttribute the cure of the disease they treat to the means which 
bare employed ; but recollect that disease generally follows 
course, without being influenced by the medication employed 
it." 

He then makes the following astounding statement, at once 
'ing • the perfect uncertabity of the old-system medi- 

These reflections explain at once the cures of which Homoe- 
opathy is so proud. Homteopathy, instead of bleeding a patient, 
will place ^avely on hia tongue a globule of aconite, which he 
will swallow with confidence and faith. Youthen see the disease 
improve. But it would have improved just as well without 
globules, provided some singular operation had struck the imagi- 
nation of the patient. 

" What I state respecting medicinal substances is equally ap- 
plicable to bleeding. A patient is seized with the symptoms to 
which the term inflammatory baa been applied, and asks to be 
bled, believing that the loss of blood will cure him. You open a 
vein, and the abstraction of a certain quantity of the ntal fluid 
is followed by an amelioration of the symptoms. But take care 
bow you interpret the feet ; the improvement may be owing to 
the inoral effect produced, more than to the venesection, I will 
mention as a proof what I have often observed in my wards at 
the Hotel Dieu, A patient labouring under acute disease, pneu- 
monia, for instance, enters the hospital, believing firmly that he 
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CHAP, VI. ought to be bled ; 1 bleed liim, but merely to the extent of two 
or three ounces, too small a quantity for the circulation to be in 
the least influenced by its abstraction. Nevertheless, the patient 
becomes more calm, and says he is better. A mere trial of 
bleeding will thus often suffice to arrest the progress of a disease 
which, under another physician, would be treated by abundant 
depletion. For more than ten years I have not found it neces- 
sary to have recourse to copious hleedinq ; in other words, I have 
rather endeavoured to act on the mind of the patient than on the 
circulation, and I liave no hesitation in asserting that my prac- 
tice has not been the less suceessfiil. Indeed, were I to tell you 
my mind entirely, I should say, that it is more especially in the 
hospitals, in which the most active treatment is adopted, that the 
mortality is the most considerable.'" 

These testimonies leave no room for doubt as to the uneer- 
tainty of the old system medicine. Magendie's testimony decides 
the question, not as to the power of homteopathic remedies, 
which he presumes to give an opinion upon without ever having 
tried, but as to the inefficaey of the old system practice ; in fiict, 
his concluding testimony is an efficient answer, that hom^- 
opathists can use, to rebut the nonsense talked about the great 
eflBcacy of what ia called active treatment. 

How, in relation to this uncertainty, does homeopathy stand i 

Homoeopathy presents certainty, in presenting a law. 

It teaches that a law regulates the action of medicines on dis- 
eased bodies: this law being, "diseases are cured mobt 

qUICKLT, BAFELT. AND EFFECTfALLY, BY MEDICINES WHICIT 
ARE CAPABLE OF PRODUCINtf SYMPTOMS SIMILAR TO THOSE 
EXISTING IN TnE PATIENT, AND WnifO CHARACTERISE HIS 
DISORDER. 

It maintains that this law ia unhvrsai ; that all medicines 
acting euratively, have acted, do act, and will for ever act, 
in accordance with the principle embodied in this law ; in feet, 
that all medicines are apeeijics — each one being specific to tlie 
given disease, of which, if taken by a healthy person, it pro- 
duces the I'esemblance, 

This clear, well-defined law gives certain^, and presents 
simplicity. It affi>rd3 the foundation on which the homop- 
opathist buililH. It affords the mariner's compass, which enables 
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I Km to steer clear of all tiie quit-ksanila which the misdirected CUAiV 
pjility of Ciillen. Boerrhave, Brown, Clutt«rbuck, Broussais, 
Armstrong, and others, have thrown up, to the destruction of 
medical navigators, and of the crews with which they were 
entrusted. 

The homceopathist ensconces himself in this one point. 
He cannot be charged with beating about the bush. He stands 
upon an unity. He has no loophole of rctreiit. He gives his 
opponent the knowledge of his vital part. Disprove the law, 
and homcBopathy is undone. 

But in thus propounding his principle he teels his strength 
in this, that his foimdation is a law of the Creator — a law, 
the discovery of which arose from careful deduction, resulting 
from a happy coincidence which aiKicted the mind of Hahne- 
mann; even ss a happy coincidence al^ted the mind of Newton, 
and led to the discovery, by deduction, of the law of gravitation. 
Having tliis law, the homceopathist is not troubled in his 
curative proceedings, by the contending opinions and never- 
ending inquiries respecting counteraction, revulsion, stimulation, 
depletion, palliation, &e. 

Homceopathy presents certainty in the treatimnt of diaeate. It 
opens to view the consolatory doctrine, that, to cure a disease all 
that is required is to iind a substance, either presented in nature 
r contrived by art, which, if taken by a person in health, will 
)duce in him symptoms similar to those manifested in the 
sease : give that to the diseased, and the diseased will be cured. 
Homoeopathy thus brings medicine within the range of the 
ict sciences. It realizes the doctrine, that order reigns in 
Aie department of nature relating to remedial agents, as it 
j m other departments of nature. It establishes that the 
Creator has established a law to regulate the action of medicines 
upon the body diseased, as He has to regulate the action of 
iiiods on the body in health. 

Homceopathy thus dispels the stupid dogma of the uncer- 
L.tainiy of medicine. In feet it establishes a truth, as Hahne- "| 

I has remarked, " that though there are not specific medi- 

a for individual diseases, as these are described by ordinary 

nathologists, yet for every particular phase of disease there is 
a specific remedy." 
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CHAP. VI, It realizes success&lly one line of inquiry wliich Professor 

Alison maintains is essential : for he remarks — " Our hopes of 

the increasing efficacy and usefiilness of our art must depend on 
the progress which may yet be expected in two lines of inquiry, 
in which our success has as yet been only partial ; first, in the 
DISCOVEET OF SPECIFICS, which may counteract the dilFerent 
diseased actions of which the body is susceptible as eftectually as 
the cinchona counteracts the intermittent fever, citric acid the 
scurvy, or vaccination the small pox," &c. 

It shows that all man has to do is diligently to labour to 
discover the powers of medicinal agents, and to collect the 
phenomena of disease : and then if he applies the medicine 
appointed by the Creator as specific to the individual disease, 
be must cure, that is, if the disease has not advanced so lar 
that it is not to be acted upon by medicine. 

Homceopathy, in establishing tliis certain^, has realized for 
the medical art what it never realized before: for medicine, 
except when the homoeopathic law is recognized, is, as the facts 
recorded in this chapter certify, a mass of uncertainties. 

Homoeopathy justifies itself as scientific. As has been well 
observed by Carson,—" Nothing can be justly called scienee 
that is not either in itself self-evident, or legitimately drawn 
from principles that are self-evident. So far as any system is 
not so founded, so far it has no pretensions to rank among the 
sciences. However obvious and unquestionable is this observa- 
tion, it was for many an age neglected on almost every subject 
but mathematics. Systems were founded on arbitrary hypo- 
theses, and formed by invention. Things were taten for granted 
which were neither in evidence, nor self-evident ; and the true 
primary facts, that must lie at the bottom of all human know- 
ledge, were never sought." 

Like as it was with the study of mental phenomena till 
certain fixed principles were discovered, so it was with medicine 
till Homceopathy was discovered ; but Homceopathy having 
baaed itself on a principle legitimately deduced, its claims to 
science cannot be successfiilly disputed. 

How applicable are the following remarks of Dr. Reid, in his 
Philosophy of the Human Mind, to the position of Homoeo- 
pathy :— 



1 uatural philosophy there were no less dispute and uncer- CIIaP, vl 
Y than in other sciences, until, about a century and a half 
ago, this sconce bey;an to be built upon the foundation of clear 
definitions and self-erident axioms. Since that time the science, 
as if watered with the dew of heaven, hath grown apace, dis- 
putes have ceased, truth hath prevailed, and the science re- 
ceived greater increase in two centuries than in two thousand 
years before." 

And what Carson, referring to Reid's work, remarks as the 
result of the discovery of certain fixed principles in reference 
to the human mind, may he applied to Homceopathy, and the 
results which must oecnr to practical medicine from its dis- 
covery. 

" The obligations which the science of mind is under to this 
illustrious philosopher, by the application of the same method 
of philosophising, are known to all. Previously to his time, it 
does not deserve the name of science. Whatever number of 
facts were discovered, for want of self-evident first principles, 
there was no certainty, no standard. Ingenuity sported without 
control, and with all the forms of science established the most 
revolting paradoxes." 

May not this statement truly be read thus ? 

The obligations which the science of medicine is under to the 
illustrious Jlahncmann, by the discovery and the application of 
the homoeopathic law, are known to many. Previously to his 
time, medicine did not desen'e the name of science. Whatever 
number of medical facts were discovered, for want of a self-evi- 
dent first principle or law, there was no certainty, no standard. 
Ingenuity sported without control, and with all the forms of 
science established the most revolting paradoxes. 
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11. Not only has not the old system of medicine the feature of 
science, certainty, but it cannot attain to certainty. It is utterly 
impossible to attwn to certainty with its mode of procedure. 

Its mode of procedure is destitute of simplicity. Its questions 
as to the curative powers of medicines are not clearly and defi- 
nit4;ly put, and therefore have not been clearly answered. And 
the reason why these questions have been thus obscurely and 
indefinitely put is, because in exliibiting a medicine the old system 
practitioner has hafl to ascertain the efficcts, not as exhibited 
singly by itself^ but as given in combination, and fiirther, be- 
cause the virtues of medicines were sought to be ascertained 
by trying them on the sick. 

To illustrate the first source of uncertainty, a few illustrations 
from the old system practice may be given : — 

" Tetancb.^ — Mr. Solly recoi-ds, in the Medical Gazette, a 
case of this disease which terminated favourably. The patient 
was admitted into St. Thomas's Hospital, having, about seven- 
teen days previously, received a lacerated wound of the little 
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finger of his left band. The sjinptoms of a severe attack of ciIaf. v: 
the disease were well marked, and the patient was discharged 
cured, in abtrnt nine weeks from the date of his aiimission. 
In reference to treatment it is quite impossible to say anything 
definite. The patient was admitted under Mr. Green, and 
treated by Messi-s. Travers, Solly, and South, conjointly and 
separately. Opium, Indian hemp, tobacco, turpentine, blisters, 
brandy, Ac, were administered nd infinitum. The spasms 
seemed to abate after some doses of the hemp had been given, 
but Mr. Soily is not disposed to place much rehance on this, 
as a large blister was, at the same time, applied along the 
spine." — Lancet, 1844, vol. 1, p. 163. 

The next case ia EpiLEPsy. 

" Cure for Epilepsy. — M. Lemoine has successfiilly 
treated three cases of epilepsy by the administration of the 
following mixture : — Liquor ammoniie — twelve minims, syrup 
of orange flowers — one ounce, distilled water of linden flowers 
—two ounces, and distilled water of cherry laurel— half an 
ounce — tor a mixture. " 

This is followed by a statement of the three cases. 

" The active principles in M. Lemoine's formula, are the 
ammonia and the prussic acid in the laurel water. The quan- 
tity of the latter, however, ia so small, that we cannot attribute 
to it much influence over the morbid state of the economy. 
Ammonia, as nearly every other medicine, has been tried 
repeatedly in the treatment of this dire disease, and has failed. 
Still we are so utterly powerless In most cases of epilepsy, that 
110 remedy, which is brought forward as a suecessfiil thera- 
peutic agent, should be dismissed without having been tried in 
the manner in which it is stated to have succeeded. — Rivue 
Medicale." — Lancet, vol. i, 1844. p. 8. 

A third case may be selected. It is of painful nerves (nbd- 
II.U.GIA). It is recorded by Dr. Edward Binns: — 

" — Leslie, a joiner and cabinet maker, has suffered m^iy 
years imder vetiralgia, in its most aggravated form ; none of 
the usual remedies afforded any relief He was bled at Christ- 
mas to fainting, since which period, his attacks have been less 
frequent and less severe. After venesection, he was treated 
with arwnie (Fowler's solution) and citrate of iron. He is 
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I. now, comparatively speaking, free from neuralgic attacks; but 
the disease, I regret to say, is not radically extirpated." 

These three cases, are selected from one volume (Lancet, 1844.) 
From the volumes of that, and of other medical Journals, 
hundreds of cases, presenting nothing but imcertaiuty, might be 
gathered without difficulty ; in fact, the difficulty would be 
not to find them. As to the uncertainty, may it not be boldly 
asked. Can any one draw any certain conclusion as to the 
remedy, that effected the cure in any of these cases ? 

In reference to the case of " tetanus," it is stated " the spasm 
seemed to abate after some doses of hemp had been given," 
hut it is added, "Mr. Solly is not disposed to place much reliance 
on this, as a large bhster was at the same time applied along 
the spine." 

Mr. Solly was right in not deducing — and why 'i Because, 
while two means are in use, and a benefit results, who can 
tell to which the efi'ect is to be ascribed ? Now, had these 
leading surgeons, Travers, Solly, and South, recognized the 
simplicity of science, they would have used one remedial agent 
at a time, and thus have made their observations useful. All 
that is known is, that certain remedies were given, and that 
a case of tetanus recovered. 

So in the ease of epilepsy — what was the remedy which 
cured the patient? Can any one tell? Can even M. Lemoine 
himself, who administered the remedies ? 

And, in like manner, in the case of neuralgia — did the 
arsenical solution, or the bleeding, or the citrate of iron, effect 
the cure ? Can Dr. Binns tell ? 

Liebig remarks, " Every question, clearly and definitely put 
has been clearly answered. It is only when an inquirer has no 
jirecise idea of what he seeks, that he remains unanswered." 
Can any one get a clear, a definite answer to the question put 
in reference to the cases of tetanus, epilepsy, and neuralgia — 
namely, what was the curative agent ? The answer is, No ; 
and if " no" be the answer, science could not have been the 
basis of the questioning of those diseases by remedies ; and he 
who does not put his question clearly and definitely has no right 
to claim that he is scientific. 

As long, then, as the old system questions di^ea^o as to what 
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is its remedy, by numerous remedies, embodied, as it were, in CIlAr. ' 
one questioning, it cannot get an useliil answer. Leanng sim- 
plicity, science is deserted, and science being deserted, certainty 
is lost. 

But it may be supposed that the combination of medicines is 
not a necessary part of the old system medicine. The liest 
answer to this is to be found in the following description of the 
construction of a prescription by Dr. Murray, one of the best 
writers ou the old system Medicines : — 

" A prescription has been usually divided into four parts, 
which compose it, the baeie, or principal ingredient; the ad- 
jiivans, or that which is designed to promote the action of the 
I'ormer : the corrigens, or that intended to correct its operation, 
or obviate any unpleasant symptom which it may be apt to 
produce ; and the con»titums, or the substance which gives to 
the other ingredients consistence of form." 

Murray adds further the circumstances to be attended to in 
a prescription. 

" 1st. Simplicity is to be attained, so far as is consistent 
with the objects of the prescription. In general, the practice 
of accumulating a number of articles in one prescription is 
to be avoided, as there is always the risk of one counteracting 
or modifying the action of another. 

" 2nd. Substances ought not to be mixed together which 
are capable of entering into chemical combination, or decom- 
posing each other. 

" 3rd. Those medicines also are to be avoided, in which one 
medicine by its peculiar action on the stomach or general 
system, modifies and changes the action usually exerted by 
another, 

"4th. The error of contra-indication is to be guarded against, 
or those medicines ought not to be combined, the virtues 
of which are not merely different, but are, in some measure, 
opposed to each other. 

" 6th. The ingredients, which are to be combined, must be 
such as will mix properly together, so that the form in which 
the remedy is designed to be exhibited may be easily obtained 
and preserved." 

These very rules prove that the old system recognines a com- 
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CHAP. VII, bination of medicines io one prescription ; they further prove 
I by the character of the rules themselves, that even tlie old system 

recognizes how many difficulties are associated with the practi 
of using a combination ; and further, these rules demonstrate 
that the old system cannot carry out its ends, \vithout this 
combination of medicines. 

The absurdity of this system of administering more medicines 
than one at a time, the object being to ascertain the power of 
the medicine administered, has been graphically pointed out by 
Jiahncmann. 

He asks, "Is it wise to niix majiy substances in one receipt 
Can we by so doing ever raise medicine to certainty i Can we tell 
which of the substances we have employed has effected the cure, 
which the aggravation ? Can we know in a similar case what 
medicine to select, what to aToid ? Of all the problems in phj'sics 
the ascertainment of a resultant of various forces is the most 
difficult to solve, and yet we can measure with accuracy the in- 
dividual composing forces. In vita! dynamics, we cannot guage 
a single simple force, and yet we dare to giiess at the results of 
an exceedingly complex combination. Would it not puzzle any 
one to pradict the position which six bilhard balls flung with tiie 
eyes shut upon the table would ultimately assume ? and yet your 
practitioner flings iuto the human system his half dozen iugre- 
i^ents and professes to know their exact result upon the 
sensitive frame? The more complicated our receipts the darker 
will it be in medicine." 

Hahnemann, with that quiet irony for which he was remark- 
able, exposes the absurdity and consequently the uncertainty of 
the deductions which are put forth in the common Materia 
Medica. Referrii^ to the virtues ascribed to some combination, 
he remarks : — 

" It would not be more absurd than if some one were to try to 
persuade us that he had discovered a good nutritive substance in 
kitchen salt ; that he had ordered it to a man half starved, and 
tliat he no sooner had eaten of it, than he was invigorated, satis- 
fied, and strengthened, as if by a miracle ; that half an ounce of 
common salt was the basis and chief ingredient of this nourishing 
mixture, which, lege artU in qiiatitum satis, (according to the rule 
of art in as much as sufficient of), boiling water, was to be dis- 
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solved as the vehicle, then, as a corrective, a good himp of CUAi'. 
BUTTER shoulil bo added, and, as adjuvaiu, a pound of fine cut 
BTB-BBEAt). This mixture (soup) after being properly stirred, 
was to be taken at once by the tarnished patient, and by it his 
hunger would be completely appeased : — all the latter ingre- 
dients were merely accidental additions in the formula, the 
essential ingredient was the half ounce of salt. This was pre- 
scribed by him as the baaa of the whole receipt ; and observe it 
had, when prepared accurately, acconling to these directions, in 
his hands always exhibited the most beneficial results. 

" If, in this KiTCiiEy Materia Medka, to the article sal euUtuin 
(culinary salt), the properties of «afMr(infl(aaturant), analeptieum 
(analeptic), resteitrajw (restaurant), reficiena (refreshing), nutrient 
(nutritive), were added, it would not be more childish than the con- 
duet of the physician, who arbitrarily ordained one substance to 
be the basis of his diuretic, then added two, three, or four other 
powerliil medicinal substances (as con-ective, directing, adjuvant, 
excipient), and ordered the patient to walk up and down the 
room while taking the medicine, drinking at the same time 
largely of sack-whey made of Rhine wine, and then published 
triumphantly the extraordinary success of the basis he prescribed, 
" The patient has passed more urine than usual." In his eyes, 
the added substances and the regimen are mere unimportant 
additions, and guiltless of ail results ; that to the substance 
which he has made the principal in the receipt, and in which 
(he knows why) he takes the deepest interest, may be ascribed 
all the effects produced. Thus it naturally happens, when, by 
such arbitrary and careless praise of a medicine which some one 
has taken a fancy to, and to which he was determined to attri- 
bute some dcflnite medicinal property, the undeserved surrepti- 
tious attribute, diuretic, emmenagogue, resolvent, sudorific, ex- 
pactorant. antispasmodic, are inscribed in the good-natured 
Materia Medica, where they afterwards figure as truths, to the 
delusion of posterity. 

" Thus, from a calculation based upon the effects of this mix- 
ture, muit the special operation of a drug be derived 1 How 
small a part of the uncertain credit of having compelled an in- 
creased secretion of urine, sweat, or catamenial discharge, was 
ascribable to each individual in the receipt ! Consequently, the 
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CHAP. VII. general therapeutic reputation of drugs, hereditarily celebrated 
from Dioscorides downwards, which occupy the greatest share 
even in Materia Medicas of our own day, that this or that medi- 
eine was diuretic, expectorant, or a purifier of the blood, is quite 
unfounded." 

The absurdity of the heterogeneous mass of medical materials 
in one prescription has been exposed by others. 

Helmont remarks :— 

" Thereupon the physicians mingle one mixture with another, 
and give over and over to the sick a slip-slop, sticking into it a 
thousand kind of things, that, if one does not help, another may, 
or if they can at least excuse themselves with saying, they have 
BO directed the cure of this or that patient, as is the customary 
and usual way." 

As Hahnemann remarks, it might almost be imagined from 
the prescriptions of the old system pracUtioners, that the articles 
ordered in their prescriptions had some peculiar intellectual 
discernment, so as to go to the part to which they are destined 
by the physician: — 

" To direct its energies hither and thither in the body, and ^ve 
it the necessary instructions on its passage (the peculiar operation 
of the drug being all the time unknown), as if the drugs were 
intelligent beings endowed with well-disposed wills and compla- 
cent obedience, so that they would produce just that effect in 
the body which the doctor ordered them, and not a particle more." 

Montaigne ridicules the absurdity of these supposed directions 
being taken by the medicines : — 

" Of the whole heap, having compounded a potion, is it not an 
idle fancy to hope that its various virtues shall proceed to extri- 
cate themselves &om that mixture and concision, in order to 
execute missions so diversified ? I should fear excessively that 
they might lose or change their billets, and excite a riot in their 
quarters ?" 

Dr. Luther happily observes : — ■ 

" In mixing together so many different kinds of drugs, phy- 
sicians consider the stomach a general post opce, where all the 
drugs arrive at once, and are thence dispatched, each to its 
proper destination, one to the nerves, another to the circulation, 
another to the lungs, another to the brain."' 
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It is presumed that with these statements and views before the OUAI'. va 
mind, the conclusion of Hahnemann, that the usual thera- 
peutic reputation of drags is quite unfounded, all unbiassed 
tHnkers will agree: and, as almost all the articles of the 
Materia Medica have had their principal effects gained in com- 
binations with other medicines, it is certain that uncertainty 
must prevail in a system of medical practice, which has medical 
means only thus obtained. 

Many of the most enlightened old-system practitioners have 
acknowledged that no definite results have been obtained from 
the experiments with medicines. 

Girtanner declares, respecting the apparatus of medicincB : — 

" The apparatus medicaminum is nothing else than a carefiil 
collection of all the fallacies that physicians have ever &llen 
into. Some just opinions, founded on experience, are mingled 
with them ; but who will waste his time in searching out the little 
grains of gold from this vast dunghill, which physicians have 
been heaping up for two thousand years f 

Sir Gilbert Blane, whose name still exists in remembrance as 
a medical philosopher, remarks : — 

" In many cases patients get well, in spite of the means em- 
ployed, and sometimes when the practitioner fancies he has made 
a great cure, we may fairly assume the patient to have had a 
happy escape." 

Sir Gilbert Blane further adds, " when it is fiirther considered 
what a mass of credulity and error has actually accumulated in 
medicine, when we cast our eyes upon our shelves, loaded with 
volumes, few of them containing any genuine profitable know- 
ledge, the greater part of them composed cliiefly of statements 
either nugatory, erroneous, inapplicable, or mischievous, in which 
the dear bought grain is to be sought in the bushels of chafi^ 
may it not be questioned, whether such researches have not 
tended more to retard and corrupt than to advance and improve 
practical medicine ?" 

Moliere remarks, — " ces scelerats osent tout tenter sur cette 
con&ance, quo le soleil eclairera leur succes et que la terre 

Eirs fautes." 
ant violation of all scientific regularity in the exhibi- 
edies is acknowledged by n high authority :— 
k2 ' 
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I. Dr. Jolinson, in reviewing the indisoriminate prescribers of 
kreosote, iodine, &e., says, — " The patrons of the new remedies 
would seem in their experiments to proceed on the principle of 
that hospital j>hysician who ordered his clerk to bleed the soutli 
ward and to vomit the north. They appear to have heard of the 
observation of the late Dr. Pearson. He was testing the effects 
of the sulphate of barj'ta: he gave it to almost every patient under 
his care. When surprise was expressed at this method of pro- 
cedure, he re plied naively enough, ' How can I tell what its effects 
are unless I give it in every disease ?' " 

Taking these statements as correct, the following assertion of 
Professor Gregory will not he regarded extraordinary : — 

The late Professor Gregory used often to declare in his class- 
room, that " ninety-nine out of a hundred medical facts were so 
many medical lies, and that medical doctrines were for the most 
part little better than stark nonsense." 

He is not solitary in his opinion. 

Dr. James Johnson, who was perhaps better acquainted than 
almost any physician of the old system with its results, thus 
declares his experience :— 

" I declare my conscientious opinion, founded upon long 
observation and reflection, that if there was not a single physi- 
cian, surgeon, apothecary, man-midwife, chemist, druggist, or 
drug on the face of the earth, there would be less sickness and 
less mortality than now obtains. When we reflect that physic is 
a ' conjeetural art' — that the best physicians make mistakes — 
that medicine is administered by hosts of quacks — that it is 
swallowed by multitudes of people without any professional ad- 
vice at all — anil that the world would he iniinitcly more carefiil 
of themselves if they were conscious that they had no remedy from 
drugs ; these, and many other facts will show that the proposi- 
tion I have made is more startling than untrue. Bot, as it is, 
drugs will be swallowed by all classes, rich and poor, with the 
hope of regaining health and prolonging life, and also with the 
expectation of being able to counteract the culpable indulgence 
of the appetites and passions." 

The subject of medicines and their virtues is one which the 
i-xact thinkers under the old system medicine turn from with 
thut dislike wliich always is felt, when one is obliged to employ 
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as useftil what he docs not helieve in as such. Dr. Goldijig cilAP 
Bird has thus depicted the state of the professional mind : — 
' Although no one can be more convinced that a sound 
Jiology can be die only trustworthy guide to treatment, still 
I would urge on every member of our profession the pruprietif 
of not voting TllERAPBUTlCS A DORK, OS IS too oftcn done,"* 

The study of the means by which the medical man attempts 

to remove disease, is attended with so much difisatisfaction as to 

he voted a bore. It is the same as if tlic carjienter voted his 

chisel, his saw. his gimblet a bore. 

^^^ Sad indeed must be the state of old system medicine, whM 

^^■tech an acknowledgment is made. 

^^Bhn 
P^nb 
^ :^ J., I 



k Such being tlie condition of uncertainty in which the old sys- 
1 of medicine is placed, it is clear that before any cei-tiiiuty 
Rrn be obtained therein much must be done, in fact, every thing 
a to be done. Dr. Forbes recognizes this, 
lie, after detailing the defects in the old system of medicine, 
MCeeds to notice the means necessary for the removal of these 
bfects. Among other means he points out the tbilomng ■.— 
" To reconsider and aludi/ a/reah the physiological and cura- 
e effects of all our therapeutic agents with a view to obtain 
more positive results than we now possess. 

" To endeavour to establish, as far as is practicable, what 
ses are curable, and what are not ; what treatment is tlie 
^t, the safest, the inost agreeable ; when it is proper to ailmt- 
medicine, and when to refrain from administering it, 
, &,«. 

'■' To endeavour to substitute for the monstrous system of 
Polypharmacy now CRrVERSALLr prevalent, one tJiat is, at 
ist, vastly more simple, more intelligible, more agreeable, and, 
k may be hoped, one more rational, more scientific, more certain, 
pid moTe bcneiiciul. 
" To inculcate generally a milder and less energetic mode of 
ractice, both in acute and chronic diseases ; to encourage the 
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OF Dlt. FORBES. 



CHAP. VII. Eafectant preferably to ike Heroic system, — at least where the 
indicatioiis of treatment are not manifest. 

" To discountfnance all active and powerful medication in 
the acute exanthemata and fevers of specific type, as small pox, 
measles, scarlatina, typhus, &c., until we obtain some evidence 
that the course of these diseases can be bmcjiciallif modified by 
remedies. 

" To discountenance, as much as possible, and esc/iew the 
HAB1T0AL iise (without any sufficient reason), of certain powerful 
medicines in large doses, in a multitude of different diseases, a 
practice now generally prevalent and fraught with the most 
bamful consequences. 

" This is one of the besetting sins of Enghsh practice, and 
originates partly in false theory, and partly in the desire to see 
manifest and strong effects resulting from the action of medi- 
cines. Mereuiy, iodine, colchicum, antimony, also purgatives in 
general and bloodletting, are frightpully misused in this 
manner. 

" To encourage the administration of simple, feeble, or alto- 
gether powerless, nonperturbing medicines, in all cases in which 
drugs are prescribed pro forma, for the satisfaction of the 
patient's mind, and not with the view of producing any direct 
remedial eifect. 

" One would hardly think such a caution necessary, were it 
not that every-day observation proves it to be so. The system 
of giving and also of taldng drugs capable of producing some 
obvious efect,— on the sensations at least, if not on the func- 
tions, — has become ho inveterate in this country, that even our 
placebos have, in the hands of our modem doctors, lost theu' 
original quality of harmlessness, and often please their very 
patients more by being made unpleasant! 

" To make every effort not merely to destroy the prevalent 
system of giving a vast quantity of unnecessaiy and useless 
drugs, (to say the least of them,) but to encourage extreme 
simplicity in the prescription of medicines that seem to be 
requisite. 

" To endeavour to break through the routine habit untver- 
mlly prevalent, of prescribing certain ditcmunate remedies for 
certain determinate diseases or sjTuptoms of diseases, merely 
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because the prescriljer hiis 1»cen tiiught to do so. and on no c 
better grounds than conventional fradilimi." 

Such are the «-antfi appertaining to the old sj-stem. If all 
these are to be realized t)efure the defects of the old system 
are removed, they will, by adhering to that s^'stem, never be 
removed. 

In fact, Dr. Forbes has come to the humbling eonclusimi, 
that the duty of the physician is much less the curing of diseaat 
than the preservatiim of the health. Ho points out, that It 
principal means necessary to raise medicine is — 

" To direct redoubled attention to hygiene, public and pri- 
vate, with the view of preventing diseases on the large scale, 
and individually in our sphere of practice. Here the surest and 
most glorious triumphs of medical science are achieving and to 
be achieved." 

Dr. Forbes is not alono in the acknowledgment that the heal- 
ing of disease, which has always been thought the cliicf object 
of the physician, is not ; but that so utterly helpless is the phy- 
sician therein, that he must turn his attention principally to the 
preservation of health. In fact the occupation of the physician 

is not MEDICIKE but PROPHYLACTISM. 

Dr. Smiles testifies to the same doctrine as Dr. Forbes. In 

valuable work on Physical Education, he remarks — 
I" It would prove most useful and profitable to the public, 
have no doubt, could they make the important discovery, 
it the most effectual way to ensure health is to adopt the 
natural means to preserve it, such as by pure air, exercise, 
and healthy supply of food, instead of wantonly neglecting 
these means, and afterwards resorting to physic, that, instead 
of alleviating, often infixes the mischief more deeply on the 
constitution. Such a discovery of the public would besides 
ve the medical profession itself. It would" (mark this,) 
ler physicians, who are at present comparatively useless 
m.Hng disease, of the greatest importance to the public weal 
preservators of the health of the community." 
Dr. Cowan testifies similarly ; after stating that notwith- 
standing all the aid of old system medicines, notwithstanding 
EskiU and exertions of the physician, the mortality 
society is still the same as ever it was, and that not- 
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80 DR. cowan's testimony. 



:!IIAP. VII. withstanding all the experience of medical practice, people still 
die in just the same ratio as before,* he proceeds — 

. " As science in its widest sense really advances, will the 
specific power of drugs be less and less admitted, while the 
physician's claims to respect and confidence will be found to 
rest far more upon his practical acquaintance with, and power 
of adjusting, those general conditions which are adverse or 
favourable to health, than upon his supposed familiarity with 
agents directly adapted to the cure of disease." 



♦ ** From the extensive comparative investigations of Mr. Watt, it seems that the 
deaths by various diseases are nearly identical at the same age, and that whatever 
the total amount of deaths by each disease may be, the proportion which the deaths, 
falling at certain periods of life, bear to the whole deaths of these respective diseases, 
remains the same. 

** This interesting law proves the existence of general influences regulating the life 
and health of the commxmity, however variously expressed by the greater or less 
prevalence of particular complaints, and also indicates how difficult must be the 
correct solution of a therapeutic problem, where agents other than those we are em- 
ploying are so materially influencing the result. In &ct, the whole philosophy of 
medicine can be very imperfectly apprehended by a being so limited in capacity and 
duration as man ; and a juster estimate of the vast extent and difficulty of the in- 
quiry would tend both to repress much hasty and presumptuous generalization, and 
establish a /t^^^ estimate of the true limits of human instnmientallty." 
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tucessary micertainty of the old sj/attm medlvitu, arising 
from tlie trying to ascertain the effects of metlicine on the 
^ck. — Sailer's euggeslion. — Ifithneiaann tlie first to try to 
ascerUdn the effects of medicines by experimenUng on kim- 
aelf, — 37w impossibility of any satisfactory results wulcr 
the old system testify to by Mill and M. Gmnie. — TAa 
British Association and medicine. — Hahnemann's mode of 
administering medicine. — Tlie claim of Homaopaihy to be 
scientific fstahlisked. 



Another source of a nt-ceasary absence of certainty in con- c 
iiiixion with the old system practice is to he found in the fiict, 
that the practitioners of that system have sought to ascertain 
the powers of medicine by trying them on the eick ,- and that, 
ivith a very few exceptions, tlie effects of medicines have been 
led only in connexion with their action on persons in 




the profound physiologist of a previous century, 
bited ont that the only scientilic method to ascertain the vir- 
tues of medicines, consists in ascertaining their action on the living 
healthy body. His words are i — " At first the remedy is to be 
tried on a healthy person, without any admixture ; its smell and 
taste having been ascertained, a minute dose of it is to be taken, 
and attention is to he paid to all the affections which thence 
low, what is the pulse, what the heat, what the breathing, 
; the excretions. Then, according to the leading of the 
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haller'b suggestion as to medicines 



OHAP.Vin, phenomena, obvious in the healthy, you can pass to experiments 
I on the sick person." • 

This correct suggestion of Haller was unattended to by all 
medical experimentalists, Stoerek and a few other observers ex- 
cepted. To attend to this suggestion required an exercise of 
self-derual, which none before Hahnemann bad the love of science 
sufficiently strong to practise. 

It seems strange that, among the many strong-headed men 
who have practised medicine, no one should have come forward 
to carry out Haller's suggestion ; and this is the more strange, 
because it is to be presumed that they must have seen the almost 
total impossibility to ascertain the real eSects of a medicine by 
trying it upon a machine out of order. Not more absurd could 
it be, in order to Judge of the mechanical effects produced by a 
mechanical power, to put the power to a machine not in a pro- 
per state of action. 

To mai<e observations on a living healthy being is difficult, 
but to make them on a living diseased being is so gi-eat, that the 
difficulty ought to have led to the adoption of trying medicines 
on healthy persons. 

The difficulties of making observations on the effects of reme- 
dies in disease have been vividly pourtrayed by one of the most 
correct thinkers of the age. Mill, in his Logic, vol. i, p. 529, 
remarks : — 

" Let the subject of inquiry be the conditions of health and 
disease in the human body, or, for greater simplicity, the con- 
ditions of recovery from a given disease ; and in order to limit 
the question still more, let it be confined, in the first instance, 
to this one inquiry, — Is, or is not, a particular drug, mercury, 
for example, a remedy for that disease ? * • • When 
we devise an experiment to ascertain the effects of a given agent, 
there are certain precautions which we never, if we can help it, 
omit. In the first place, we introduce tlie agent into the midst 



• " Nempe primuin in corpore koio medeln, tontanda oat, gine pe 
Toiaoela, odoro cC eitporp ejua cxploraCin, eiigua illius ilosis ingereadn. i 
qon inde oonUngnnt, affeotiuneB, qme pulans, quro rospiratto, quEenam e 
attondendum. Inde od duotum phenomenorttm, in sano obTiomin, Iranteai ad e: 
perimenta in iwnyoiY cegtvlo," — Fharmaeopeia Helvetica, Bitle 1771, infoL p. la. 
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a set of circumstances which we have exactly ascertained. It CllAP, 
hardly be remarked how far this condition is from being 
realized in any case connected with the phenomena of life ; how 
far we are from knowing what are all the circumstances which 
pre-exist in any instance in which mercury is administered to a 
living being. This difficulty, however, though insuperable in 
most cases, may not be so in all ; there are sometimes (though 
I should think never in physiology) concurrenees of many causes 
in which we yet know accurately what the causes are. But 
when we have got clear of this obstacle we encounter another 
still more serious. In other cases, when we intend to try an 
experiment, we do not reckon it enough that there be no cir- 
cumstances in the case the presence of which is unknown to us ; 
we require also that none of the circumstances which we do 
know of shall have effects susceptible of being confounded with 
those of the agent whose properties we wish to study ; we take 
the utmost pains to exclude all causes capable of composition 
with the given cause ; or if forced to let in any such causes, we 
take care to make thom such that we can compute and allow for 
their influence, so that the effect of the given cause may, after 
the subductiou of those other effects, be apparent as a residual 
phenomenon. These precautions are inaj^Ucable to such cases 
as we are now considering. • • • ^^y thitiff like a scien- 
tific use of the method of experiment in these complicated cases is 
therefore out of the question. We can, in the moat fav(mrable 

les, otUy discover, by a sucaeaston of trials, that a certain cause 

very often followed by a certain effect." 

If such difBculties exist, as they do, in all experiments made to 
ascertain the virtues of medicines by using them on diseased 
people, it seems wonderful that medical men should have per- 
sisted in such a course of investigation. It seems wonderiiil 

it they did not recognize practically tlie suggestion of Haller. 

An attempt has been made to confer certainty on the old 
;em medicine, by introducing what is called the numerical 
thod, in noting down the effects which have been, or may be 
:rved to follow the administration of the niedicines. ' 

Almost the first of living mathematicians is M. Comte. He 
IS designates the application of this method to physiology and 
medicine : — 
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. COMTE'S TESTDIONV. 



I'.viir. " Indeed, tte spirit of calculation tends in our day to intro- 
duco itself into tliis study (physiology), especially into that 
part of it relating to medical questions, by a much less direct 

I method, under a much more specious form, and with infi- 

I nitely more modest pretensions. I wish to spesk of that pre- 

I tended application of it which is called the statistics of medi- 

I cine, from which many" (Dr. Forbes and his associates) " expect 

I wonders, and which, from its very nature, can lead only to pro- 

I found and direct degradation of the medical art," (reduced by it 

I to a blind enumeration.) " Such a method, if we may be allowed 

I to call it by the name of method at all, cannot, in reality, be 

I anything else than absolute empiricism, ilisguised under the fri- 

I volous garb of mathematics. Pushed to ita extreme logical 

I fonsequences, it will tend to make all rational medication radi- 

I cally disappear from medicine, by conducting the practitioner to 

I make chance trials of certain therapeutic measures, for the pur- 

I pose of noting down with minute precision the numerical results 

I of their application. It ia evident, on principle, that the con- 

I tinual variations to which all oi^nisms are subjected, are neces- 

I sarily even more pronounced in a pathological than in a normal 

I state, as a result of which, the cases must be even less exactly 

I similar, whence results the manliest impossibility of making a 

f judicious comparison between two curative methods derived from 

I data iiimished by statistical tables alone, independent of some 

I sound medical theory. No doubt some direct experimentation, 

I restrained under proper limits, might be of great importance to 

I medicine as well as to physiology, but it is precisely under the 

I strict conditiou that it shall never be simply empirical, but that 

I it shall always attach itself, either in its institution or in its 

I interpretation, to an entire system of corresponding positive 

I doctrines (a Vensemble aystSmatique des doctrinea positives cor- 

I respandantes). Notwithstanding the imposing aspect of the 

I forms of exactness, it would be difficult to conceive of an opi- 

I nion in therapeutics more superficial and more tmcertain than 

I that which rests solely on the easy computation of iatal and 

I favourable cases, to say nothing of the pernicious practical con- 

I sequences of such a manner of proceeding, where one could not 

I beforehand exclude any kind of attempt, 

I " It is really deplorable that geometricians have sometimes 
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hououred with some kind of encoura^ment such tt profoundly cilAPJ 
irrational aberration, by making vain and puerile efforts to de- 
termine, by their illasory theory of chunees, ttie number of cases 
safScient to make these statistical results Icj^itiniiite.'* 

The untrammelled m<^^cal observer, seeing all the tacts ex- 
hibitive of uncertainty, seeing the methoiU of experimeotinfj 
are so necessarily productive of uncertainty, seeinp that the ap- 
plication of the exact method of experimenting applicable to other 
branches of science ia inapplicable to medicines as practised un- 
der the old system, will be constrmried to acknowledge Uie just- 
ness of the exhortation in reference to old-system medicine, 
"watch the progress of disease, but do not interfere," and to 
declare, as Dr. Russell has well remarked, "that all tliat the 
physician can do, is to open his wards and see fkir play Iw- 
tween nature and deatli." 

The truth is, old system medicine has not the characteristics 
i science. A most unpleasant acknowledgment of this is con- 
Ined in the following fact : — 
^ At the meeting of the British Association for the Advanee- 
mf-of SciBNCE, held in 1844, a proposal was made to the 
Committee to extinguish tlie Medical Section of the Associa- 
tion; and what is more, this proposal came from gentlemen, " to 
whose labours, the editor of the Lancet testifies, the profession 
owea so much ;" — "that they were at the head of the move- 
ment which is attempting to banish medicine, as a acinnce, from 

e British Association." 
I These gentlemen are honest : they see that the Association 
t for aeifftice, and findii^r that medicine is not a science. 
Hiey know not homtcopatby,) deem it has no business there. 
'■' They who are favourable to the change, assert, first, the 
present inefficiency of the medical section, and, secondly, the 
fcarojf -SCIENTIFIC character of medicine." 

f Need it be wondered, in reference to this state of the mc- 
seetion, and the non-soicntific character of medicine, 
{hat when it was proposed at the Association, to cause the 
science of embracing the investigation of the physical cha- 
racters of naiionB, or ethnology, to he a graft on the medical 
Kion, the ethnologists made a spirited remonstrance against 
g thus grafted on the medical section, which, to iiso the 
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UAnKEMASN THE FIRST EXrEBIMENTER ON THE DEALTIIY. 



CHAP.viIl. words of a writer in Charabers'3 Edinburgh Journal, " has 

I always been felt as a ivlt/iered branch of the Association," 

^^^ The statements of M. Comte and of Mill clearly demonstrate 

^^H the impossibility of deriving any satisfactory, i. e. certain results, 

^^H from experiments carried on in accordance with the rules of the 

^^H old system. 

^^H The query occurs whether the mode of experimenting adopted 

^^H by Halinemami will allow of certain results being obtained ? 

^^H Hahnemann, with his powerful acumen, at once recognized 

^^H the dilficulty of performing experiments on persons diseased, and 

^^H perceived not only this, but also the necessity of minute atten- 

^^H tion to the conditions under which the experiments with medi- 

^^H cine must, in order to be scientific and consequently practically 

^^H beneficial, be made upon the healthy. 

^^H Appropriately has it been inquired, where, among the whole 

^^H range of the centuries during which medicine has existed, and 

^^^L physicians have prevailed, can a man be pointed out, who, for a 

^^^H - period of ttiirty years, and being In possession of health, took 

^^^1 medicines, observed and recorded their efTects, and who, besides, 

^^^H had the power to persuade bis wife, his sons, his daughters, and 

^^^H many friends to follow his example, all having the same object 

^^^^P in view — namely, the discovery of the pure eSects of medicines I 

^^^V Uomceopathy can produce such a wonder: his name was 

^^^T Hahnemann ; a man who has left behind him an imperishable 

^^H memento of his genius — siw octavo volumes, filled with the re- 

^^H cords of the efi'ects of medicines, produced upon himself and 

^^H his friends, he and they being in health at the time of adminis- 

^^H tration ; and from these volumes and the truths contained in 

^^H| them, the cures of thousands have been worked out, while every 

^^H day's experience brings an addition to the multitude of those 

^^H who are receiving the benefit of his labours. They bless him, 

^^H and millions, yet unborn, will bless him, 

^^H To Halmemann it is mankind are indebted for the practical 

^^^L application of the method by which alone the virtues of medicines 

^^^K can be ascertained, namely, by ascertaining their effects on 

^^^H healthy persons; and thus having ascertained the pure efiects, 

^^^H applied the medicine, which has the power of producing certain 

^^^r phenomena, to a disease, which presents similar phenomena. 

^^H In carrying out these experiments upon the healthy, he pointed 



C.VRK TO AVOID ALL gOlRCEB OF KIIUOR. 

out that tht.- experimented upon must he in a &tato of good honlth ; CQaP.I 
that the party must be one who is n«t hereditarily liable to dis- 
eases ; that some time before, and during the ex]K-riments, he 
muiit have adopted, and must adopt a strict regimen, aroidii 
all exhausting mental and bodily fhtitrue ; that as to diet, coffee, 
tea, and stimulating liquors, spices, and other dietary substances, 
which have, besides a nutritive, & medicinal 4Uftlity, should Ite 
avoided. He pointed out that persons should he selected, who 
have DOt been in the habit of using tjtrong stimuli. He pointed 
out tliat it is necessary to try the experiments on ]>er8ons of dif- 
ferent ages and sex. He ;>ouited out that the nature of the tem- 
perament must be taken into consideration ; that the time of the 
day should be noted at wliich the symptoms developed their power 
most actively. In feet, he adopted every precaution by which 
he could ensure a successful result to his experiment, a satia 
factory answer to the queries which he asked of nature ; an^I 
the grand results of experiments conducted according to 
method he had laid down, are to be found in his Heine Ami 
mittelhere^ and his other immortul works. 

Wheal the chemist has tried an experiment, and gives the 
result, how much interest is felt in the detail he (j^ves of the 
nnmerous precautions he adopted to prevent any and every 
source of fellacy creeping in, so as to vitiate bis chemical expe- 
riment ! His ingenuity is held up as an example ; it is admired, 
it is applauded. But when the homoeopathic physician, in trjing 
his curative experiment, labours to remove every cause of non- 
success, by freeing his experiment from every circumstance that 
may interfere with its success, his care is made a ground for sar- 
casm ; it is asserted contemptuously, " a variety of circumstances 
are required to be taken into consideration, at a great sacrifice of 
time, and much mock-profoiind apphcation is required from its 
disciples; there are a TUOUSAira niceliee to be considered, as 
regards even posture, and still more, functional condition." 
Thus, the care which is an honour to the chemist, trying his 
experiment on inanimate matter, and consequently, as such, 
comparatively viewed, little liable to be modified, is a source 
whence insult is obtained for the homtEopatliic physician, trying 

K experiment upon a human animate machine, and wliich, as 
late, is more complicated, and very liable to be modified by a 
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rSlNO OSE MEDICINE AT A TIME. 

. variety of causes. His very care to realize a ecientiiic result, is 
made by men, who have not science in their practice, a means 
of attack upon his scientific result, 

Halinemann adopted the scientific method not only in disco- 
vering the virtues of medicines, but also in the application of the 
medicines to the cure of disease ; i. e. in the mode of adminis- 
tering medicines to the sick. 

Guided in the selection of the medicine by the correspondence 
between the effects produced by the medicine in experiments on 
persons in health, its pathogenetic effects, and the symptoms of 
the disease in which the medicine, in obedience to the homceo- 
pathic law, was athninistered, ho sought to realize simplicity, a 
fixture of science, by using only one medicine at a time. 

In fact, all the essentials necessary, according to Dr. Forbes, 
to the improvement of medicine, liahnemann had .practiaed.* 
This philosopher taught that every circumstance which may, 
in any way, tend to interfere with the operation of the one 
medicine, should be carefiilly avoided ; so that, in addition to 
simplicity, in reference to the medicine itself, he ought to pre- 
serve that simplicity, by forbidding all external and internal 
interferences with its action, 

HomcBopathy thus stands forth as presenting a scientific 
character. 

This view of the scientific character of Homteopathy, and 
the unscientific character of the old-system medicine, may I>e 
summed up thus : — 

Science presents itself as the embodiment of law, 

The old system of medicine has no fixed universal law. 

Homoeopathy has a fixed universal law — " similia similibus." 

■ Dr, ForboB is a ebrewd man. He puta farth ag his own 9uggQstiaD> the partiou- 
larsquofed, p.77; whereasall theaosuggBrtionshBdoriTodfrointhBworkeof Unhne- 
numn, vlio expOBea tbo unaatisfnctorinoBS of tho uld-sfstem proctico, on nccount of the 
prevdlcnoo of tho praotiocB to whinh Dr. Forbes refer*. Dr. Forbes has great power 
of appropriation ; and tho boat of hia anggeitions are repetitions of what he rend in 
IlahneraanD'a writinga, and he pota theni forth as his own. To the question, if put 
to Dr. Forbea, whethar these anggeations neccasary to bo attended to in order for 
lliE improTemcnt of tnediome. wore not derirod from tho pomaal of U.ihnemann'* 
works, it may l« prcdiotfd that hia inswer must be an Hcknowledgmcnt Hint they 
were 80 derived. Would it rot luive been liononmhlc to lia.Ve ncknowlodged the 



Dcnce prodaces certainty. ClIAP.ii'll 

"he imcert£uaty of the old system of medicine lias bwn 
pointed OQt. 

The eertdnty of homaopethy has been clearly Jemonatratod. 

Science, founded upon a law, gives precision in the attempt 
to gain the object sought after. 

Homoeopathy realizes this. Let a new disease appear. The 
old-^stem practitioners try this and that, these and those, 
urithout any fixed rule. The homoeopathist at once seeks out a 
remedy that has the power of producing phenomena similar: 
he applies this, and cures. Hence the steady and immediate 
success of the homoiopathic treatment of Asiatic cholera. Where 
one was cured under the old-system treatment, three to four 
were cured under the homteopathic. 

Science presents simplicity in the uiode of using means. Ho- 
mtBopathy presents simplicity, both in the mode of discovering 
remedies, and in the mode of using them, when discovered. 
HomoBopathy tries medicines singly on the healthy to leam 
their power, and having found it, exhibits these medicines 
singly to the sick. 

Homoeopathy in this particular justifies its claim to be 
scientific. 

The want of simplicity as exhibited in the old system, both 
in the ascertaining th& powers of remedies and in the adminis- 
tration of these remedies in disease, has been exhibited. 
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third characteristic of science is its power to explain the 
lomena having relation to it. 

The Newtonian theory of gravitation is received as true, as 
scientific, because by it all the facts connected with the influence 
and the motion of bodies are most satisfactorily explained. The 
atomic theory is received as true, because it explains most satis- 
factorily the phenomena connected with chemical attraction. So 
with other theories. 

May it not without hesitation be asked. Will not the homteo- 
pathic theory explain the facts connected with the curative action 
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[. of medicines on diseases, better than any other theory ? The 
want of the old system as affording, by its theories, explanations 
of the curative action of medicines, is evidenced in the fact of 
the explanation that is resorted to by the advocates of that sys- 
tem. In the Lancet, (vol. 1, 1844, p. 165,) is contained the 
following statement :^ 

" One of the apparently strongest arguments, brought forward 
by unbelievers in the powers of medicine to prove their asser- 
tions, is the great diversity in the practice of medical men. But 
this argument is merely specious, and will not bear the slightest 
scrutiny. It is more especially in the treatment of infiammatory 
and febrile diseases that this diversity exists, and in these diseases, 
precisely, the indication is one which may be attained by a variety 
of means. Depletion is the indication, and depletion may be 
egwdly produced by the action of local bleeding, of large blisters, 
of purgatives, of diuretics, or of diaphoretics : thus we find, that 
the physicians who, in the treatment of pneumonia, in England, 
rely partly on bleeding and partly on purgatives; in France, 
entirely on bleeding, or on the application of large blisters ; in 
Germany, partly on bleeding and partly on critical evacuations, 
urinary or cutaneous ; — all arrive at the same end — the depletion 
of their patient, though by different methods." 

Depletion is depletion, and as all practitioners deplete, all 
agree ! Tlie editor of a scientific medical journal declares that 
depletion of blood is virtually the same, in relation to its effccts 
on disease, as depletion by an increased flow of uniie, by an 
increased dischai^ of perspirable fluid ': " Depletion may be 
equaUtf produced." are the words. In other words, to remove a 
more than usual quantity of urine, secreted from the blood, is 
curative, upon the same principle as the removal of a given quan- 
tity of the blood itself; and that to draw away half a pint of 
serous fluid, by means of a blister, is curatively the same as 
drawing away half a pint of the blood itself. Shade of John 
Hunter ! " the blood is the life thereof." 

H the old system is obliged thus (in a cutting Gordian knot 
style) to get rid of the difficulties, connected with the pheno- 
mena produced by the use of medicines in the cure of diseases 
no one need hesitate to declare, that, if the power of satis- 
factorily explaining phenomena is a characteristic of a scientific 
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tbeorj-, the absence of this power, it' the views etat«l by theCU-U-.V] 
editor of the Lancet are legitimate, is irresistibly evident. 

But how easily applicable, and consequently how easily tested, 
is the homa>opathie law. iu reference to the explanation of the 
curative activity of medicines. The bomipopatliic law proclaims 
that medicines cure diseased states by tlie power they have of 
exciting in healthy persons symptoms, similar to tliose presented 
ia the diseased. 

The feet that thousands have been and are being cured by the 
application of metUctnes in accordance with this law, is sufficient 
evidence that the law ^ves a satisfactory explanation of the effects 
realized. In fatt, su much is this the case, that the homoeopa- 
thist can prove that the cases of decided cure, which have been 
effected by medicines used in the old-system practice, have been 
so effected, because the medicines used have happened to be 
(without the knowledge of the old-system practitioner) homce- 
opathlc to the maladies in which they were successfiiL 

Taking Homoaopathy into consideration, first, as presenting a 
means of curing disease by aiding life in its exertions — ^aiding it 
without exhausting it — niding it in the way in which nature 
can bo most efficiently aided : ftirther, as presenting a simplicity 
in the treatment by giving the rule, that, to cure a natural dis- 
ease, a medicinal disease exactly similar must be produced, the 
medicinal disease removing by its homoiopathicity the natural 
disease : third, as giving the knowledge of the exact diseases 
that medicines do produce, ascertaiued by obtaining the effects 
on healthy persons : fourth, as gi™g the simplicity of using only 
one medicine at a time, thus enabling the practitioner to detect 
its real effects, and preventing the injuries resulting from admi- 
nistering many medicines together, that of complicating the 
effect, and that of estabUshing new diseases in the system, often 
a burden through life : taking Homoeopathy thus into consi- 
deration, it must be allowed that Homteopathy is a noble system ; 
that it is an addition to the healing art ; that it establishes 
certaijity where uncertainty hitherto prevailed; that it presents 
the quickest, the safest, the most agi'eeable way of curing dis- 
ease ; that it explains most easily the faets connected with the 
cure of disease ; and that, on all these gi-ounds, the rank of sci- 
ence is boldly claimed for Homo'opivtby. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



On tJie injuries injlicted by tlie old-ai/Etem medicine. — Statements 
from various medical authorities .- Boerrkave, Stahl, 
Dr. Brown, Kieser, Rush, Sydenham. — Goethe's testi- 
mony. 



a powerfiil sway in every honest and 



What is true, must be benefleial ; what is untrue, must be 
injurious. 

These axioms « 
well-constituted mind. 

Applied to the different methods of treating disease, they must 
find illustrations in the injuriouaness of the untrue old system, 
and in the beneficialness of the true homceopathic system. 

A short detail of some of the injuries inflicted by the old sys- 
tem will form an additional illustration of the want of science 
belonging to that system, and will serve to establish that, in 
leaving it, the person leaving leaves a system pregnant with 
destruction. 

Tlie testimony of Boerrhave, the leading physician of lus 
time, is thus embodied : — 

" If we compare the good which a half dozen true sons of 
^sculapius have accomplished since the origin of their art, with 
the evil the innumerable multitude of doctors of this trade have 
done, we shall not hesitate to conclude, tliat it would have been 
fer better, if there had never been physicians in the world." 

" The celebrated Stahl attributed the frequency of consump- 
tion to the introduction of the Peruvian baric. The equally cele- 
brated Morton considered the bark an effectual cure. Reid 
ascribed its frequeucy to the use of mercurj'. Brillonet asserted 
; is curable only by this mineral. Hush says that con- 
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sumption b an inHammator^' dU«as^, and should be Irealod by CHAPi 
bleeding, poring, cooling medicines, and stunration. \Vith 
greater show of reasou, Salvadori maintained the disease to be 
one of debility, and that it should be treated by tonics, sli- 
mulatiiig remedies, and a generous diet. Galen, among tbe 
ancients, recommended vinegar as tlie best preventive of con- 
sumption. Dessanlt, and other modem writers, assert that 
consumption is often brought on by a common practice of young 
people taking vinegar to prevent their getting fet. Dr. Bcddoes 
recommended fox-glove as a specific in consumption. Dr. Parr, 
nith equal confidence, declared that he found fox-glove more 
injurious in bis practice than beneficial ! Now, what are we 
to inier fron] all this I Not, as some of you might be tempted 
to believe, that the science is deceptive or ineoraprehensible 
throughout, but that its professors, to this very hour, have neg- 
lected to make themselves acquainted with the true principles 
•on which remedies act, and know as little of the true nature 
I the diseases whose treatment they so confidently undertake." 
fcch are the views of a modem critic. 
■In manm. bleeding used to be most frequently resorted to. 
\tliis disease excessive power is manifested: what better, says 
! antipathist, than bleeding, which lessens power ? What, 
rever, is the testimony of Dr. Brown, wl»o has had the most, 
^sive experience in treating this disease ? 
I" Depletion in mania has the following disadvantages i 
" 1st, It materially retards the recovery ; 2nd, It gives a tei 
|ncy to dementia ; 3rd, It is sometimes directly fatal ; 4th, 

i at a period of depresssion, and in no degree facilitates 
aie operation of other remedies. Tliat even in such patients as 
have been bled, but are ultimately cured, a state of imbecility 
approaching to fatuity separates tlie period of excitement from 
that of convalescence ; dementia follows directly, and obviously 
great evacuations and copious blood-letting, where no symp- 
toms of alienation p^e-existed. There is a case under my care, 
where incurable dementia succeeded the loss of blood in pneu- 
monia. The fatal consequences of bleeding in delirium tremens 
have not suggested any warning. Depletion, while the nervous 
tern is in a state of high excitement, proves fatal in various 
hys: I have seen it induce convulsions, during which the 
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. patient died. More frequently tlie weakness wliich supervenes 
is 80 great, and so bttle under the controul of medicine or diet, 
that after passing through every stage of prostration and ema- 
ciation, the patient sinks from debility or from some acute dis- 
ease, or, as it were, actually worn out by the irritation of the 
mental disease. While writing these remarks, a copy of the 
Annual Report of the Northampton Asylum has been trans- 
mitted to me, in which a table, showing the causes of death, 
contains the corroborative item : ' Exhttustion from previoua 
depletion, two deaths.' " 

In reference to the celebrated Dr. Armstrong's treatment of 
scarlatina maligne, Proiessor Maunsel remarks ; " In such prao- 
titionery, we know no better advice than that of the judicious 
Huxham, at least to peruse the sixth commandment." 

Brera, a most celebrated continental physician, referring to 
the treatment of pneumonia, notes : — 

100 cases treated without bleeding . . . 14 only died 
„ with 2 or 3 bleedings .... 19 „ 

with 3 to 9 bleedings .... 22 ,. 
„ with more than 9 bleedings . . 68 „ 

Kieser, a high authority on the continent, remarks : — 

" A great many diseases are healed only hy nature, and in 
the greatest part of acute diseases, all that the physician has to 
do is to remove and prevent pernicious influences, and set aside 
the abnormous over-action of some of the organs. When he 
does more, either to satisfy the patient's longing for medicine, 
his own dogmatic theories, or his eagerness of gain, mischief 
ensues. By this means, frequently, ai-tificial diseases are pro- 
duced, and, in many cases of medical treatment, we can truly 
assert, that chronic diseases that have followed them have been 
caused by the physician. In the present state of the practice of 
medicine, then, both in Germany and the neighbouring lands, 
the sick man should he warned against medicines as tlie most 
dangerous agents." 

The same writer adds : — 

" The history of medicine especially teaches this, for it shows 
that every separate, and thence one-sided theory of medicine, 
has required a number of victims greater than the most destruc- 
tive plagues or the longi-st war," 
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STDESnAM S STATEMENT, 

With Kieser'i Btatemeat, the experience of Dr. Rush agrees, c 
He remarks ; — 

" We hare not only increased the number of diseases, but we 
iliave made them more fatal. Even the princtples founded on 
■just observation are made hurtful by a wrong application of 
them. We are obliged to investigate errors, perhaps forty or 
fifty years after the time Rt which they prevailed, to comprehend 
(heir absurdity." 

Sydenham, whose acuteness of observation none can doubt, 
records his conviction thus : — ' It often happens that the aspeet 
of a disease varies according to the varj-ing method of cure, and 
many symptoms are due not so much to the disease as to the 
physician.' " " 

Hahneniann remarks : 

" The majori^ of cases for the treatment of which a phy- 
sician is called, are of acute diseases, that is, ahermtions from 
health which have only a short coiirse to run before they ter- 
late either in recovery or death. K the patient die, the phy- 
!neian follows him modestly to tlie grave ; if he recover, then 
,inu8t his natural strength have been sufficient to overcome both 
the force of the disease and the mischief of the drugs he took ; 
and the natural strength does often suffice to overcome both. 
In epidemic dysentery, just as many recovered of those who 
followed the indications aflbrded by nature, without taking any 
medicine at all, as of the others who were treated on the best 
principles of Brown, of Stoll, of Hoffmann, of Richter, of 
Vogler, of any other or by any other system. Many died, too, 
both of those treated hy all these methods, and of those who 
took no medicine ; on an average, just as many of the one as of 
the other. And yet, all the phj-sicians and quacks who attended 
those who recovered, boasted of having effected a cure by their 
skill. What is the inference ? Certainly not that they were 
all right in their mode of treatment; but perhaps that they 
■were all equally wrong. What presumption for each to cl^ro, 
as he did, the credit of curing a disease, which in milder cases 
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. CHAP. IX. uniformly recovered of itself, if gross errors in diet were not 
^^ committed." 

^^L Even the writers in tlie periodical antipatliic press oflen ac- 

^^^ knowledge the injuries inflicted by the treatment of those pur- 

^H suing the old system. The following acknowledgement is taken 

from the Lancet, in a review of a book publiahed by a suigeon 

' named Brown : — 

" When I read the reports of cases in the journals of the day, 
the blood freezes within me, so horror-struck am I at what the 
patients svj'er at the hands of the doctor ; and I am never asto- 
nished at finding an account of the post mortem, for which, I 
confess, I often look down to the bottom, in advance, seeing, 
from the first day or two's treatment, that all is wp with the 
patient. That the patient, in the present case, had a narrow 
escape, is palpable, and it is equally so that her surviving the 
treatment is to be attributed entirely to a more than human 
constitution. But the lady recovered, and the recovery is called 
a cure, and the cure, so called, is ascribed to the treatment, 
though it is evident, on the face of the report, that the cure, if 
such it was, was effected by an accidental occurrence, which the 
treatment was calculated to prevent, and which was unlocked 
for and unexpected by the author, niunely, the suppurative in- 
flammation of the sac. 

"Mr. Brown is evidently an indulgent doctor, for it seems 
that he allows Ms patients, ' at their own requests,' notwith- 
standing ' hot skin,' ' flushed face,' ' pulse at 120,' and so on, 
whatever they like in the way of beer, brandy, and wine. 

" It is true, he throws in, at the same time, out of his own 
shop, for reasons best known to himself a mia-lum gatherum of 
a draught, evei-y four hours, and a rattling pui^tive at night 
into the bargain, although the bowels be already distended with 
flatus, and the abdomen sore from the brisk operation of pur- 
gatives and other sorts of doctors' stuff. Oh, this quartfl q. q. 
hora system ! What in the world do these doctors think that 
human bowels are made of? Hie thickest leather breeches that 
ever a huntsman put on, if made into bowels for the patients of 
some of these doctors, coiild not hold out offaimt the batteries of 
stuff, as killing as grape-shot, which our blue-bottle doctors dis- 
charge at their patients." 
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Even poets have aeen the folly of the olJ-system tlrugs. CIUE 
Goethe testifies to the injuries resulting fi-om druys : — 
Thua with oiir hellish drags, Death's csueUu ronntaioa 
In then bright valea, o'er those green moantains, 

Woriw than the yerj phiguo wo raged : 
I hara nif Klf to thouramla poison giien, 
And hear llwir murderer prsiaccl as blosl by IlpnTen, 
Became vlth Nature itriro ho ir.igeil. 

Cootho'iFaiMt 



A few special illustrations of the injuries, resulting fi-oni the 
old-system practice, may be given, 

A case where the ulceration of the mucous membrane of the 
internal passage, and one where the sjTnptoms of phthisis were 
produced by the use of iodine, arc recorded by Mr. Rawson, 
of Keyworth, in the Lmicet* 

A case is recorded in the same volume,! in whioh death was 
caused from the use of colclucum. 

The following statement exhibits blindness and death fi'om 
the ose of a violent purgative :■ — 

" In the spring prior to his [Professor Davis's] decease, an 
aJiack of total blindness, which lasted about five minutes, 
supervened during a violent vomiting, induced unintentionally by 
a purgative. This letl behind double risJon, in certain positions 
of objects only, wliieh continued for about six weets. He showed 
symptoms of rapid failure of health during the ensuing summer ; 
he nevertheless, until the last month of his summer coui-se, con- 
tinued to throw the same interest into his lectures, and to address 
his class apparently with the same spirit as heretofore. He 
recovered in some degree his strength and energies by a brief 
residence at the sea-side, sufficiently to indiiee him, on the Octo- 
ber following, to re-eommence his duties, which it was now des- 
tined he should enter upon for the last time." 

Only a few days since, the writer was sent for into 
Essex, to see a patient dangerously ill. The patient had been 
confined about a fortnight. She was going on very well in 
every respect. The surgeon accoucheur, who had attended her 
in her confinement, called to see her and observed that " she 
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X. was going on too well." He sent lier some powders of calomel ; 
the two first acted so violently that lie was obliged to be sent 
for, the patient being apparently sinking. He asked with 
anxiety whether the nurse had given the third dose. She replied 
she had not, as slie thought the patient would have died from 
what she had already taken. This patient, who had a tendency 
to ovarian disease, had the disease excited by this action of the 
calomel, and from the excessive exhaustion, she passed into a 
typhoid fever, complicated with ovarian and abdominal disease, 
and died the day after she was seen by the writer. 

No doubt exists that this patient, not thirty years old, was 
killed by this purging. 

What medicine is more extensively used than quinine, and 
what medicine produces more diseases. 

Dr. Heniing relates a case of dimibness produced by its use.* 
Dr. Menage relates a caset where the same efiect was produced ; 
and M. Bertin published a similar case in 1839. 

A circumstance transpired about three years since, which ex- 
hibits the immense amount of injury that old-system medicine 
has inflicted on society. 

M. Loids, a continental physician, published a work on phtlii- 
sis some years since. This work, deemed highly valuable, was 
translated by Dr. Cowan, and through his agency presented to 
the notice of the profession in this country. 

M. Louis published, in 1844-5, a second edition of his work, 
which Dr. Walsho translated and published, making in this no 
reference to Dr. Cowan's translation. Of this Dr. Cowan com- 
plained. Dr. Walshe defended himself thus : — 

" The first and second editions of the original treatise difer 
from each other so widely as to constitute almost wholly dis- 
tinct works. In truth, not only does M, Louis himself say, in 
briefly recapitulating the changes and additions he has intro- 
duced in his last edition, ' thus my first researches are more than 
doubled in extent, (Advertisement, p. xiv.,) but the doctrines pro- 
fessed in regard of those most important subjects, Curability and 
Treatment, are almost diametrically opposed in the two 
volumes.' "—What injuries must have been inflicted by those 
who followed M. Louis's first directions. 
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simal quaiUittes of inedichu. — i7ww Hah>\i^<Ma\n was 
led to discover them. — Propotitiona dmttonatraUil, That 
bodies act in infinitesimal quantitke ; TlMt tnfdicines act 
in infinitiaimal guantilici. — Illtietratiotis of infitiiUtimat 
I the animai, the vegetable, and the mineral Inttff- 
—Actinic cftemletri/. — Leihig. 
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Society is indebted to Hahnemann for the discovery not only CUAP] 
of the homceopathic law, but also of the peculiar moile by which I 

that law is, in the treatment of disease, put into operation. This ' 

mode is that, in which medicines, bomisopatliically administered, 
are exliibited in doses so small, as to have obtmncd the name of 
i^nitesimal. 
Many arc apt to consider this mode of administration as 
result of some peculiar visionary view of Hahnemann. In- 
of this the adoption of this mode was the result of pure 
enee. The following history given by Dr. Hering demon- 
Ltes this : — 

Hahnemann had observed that children, who liad been 
poisoned by the berries of belladonna, (an accident of frequent 
occurrence in Germany), were frequently attacked by an erup- 
tion of the skin resembling that of scarlet fever. Applying these 
facts in accordance with the homcoopathie law, Hahnemann 
found that the same belladonna, when given as a remedy in the 
'let fever cured the fever, and likewise afforded protection i 
Ithy children against the attacks of this disease. 




" In the casDS in which he used tliis remedy to cure the Bcarlet 
fever, Hahnemann gave it in very minute doses, according to the 
prevailing views, viz., in the one-eighth, one-tenth, and one- 
twentieth of a grain of the extract, or a single drop of the juice. 
The result was salutary in many cases, but not unfrequently in- 
stead of the cure, he observed an a^ravation of all the Bymp- 
toms of the complaint. This was what might naturally be ex- 
pected : indeed, it seems almost self-evident, that the remedy, 
which in the healthy subject was capable of producing 
something similar to this disease, must, when administered to 
patients who were afected in a manner so entirely analogous, 
in whom it operated more esi>ecially upon the diseased organs, 
and so entirely similar to the disease, necessarily incTease the 
latter, even if the patient were endowed with but a moderate 
degree of sensibility. To this augmentation of symptoms, how- 
ever, there commonly succeeded a rapid crisis and perfect re- 
covery ; yet sometimes it proved so troublesome, as to call for the 
employment of antidotes. This almost constant aggravation of 
the disease, by the remedies i\'hich were chosen according to the 
new law, threatened to emban-ass very much their trial, if not to 
render it wholly impraeticable. To avoid these disagreeable re- 
sults, Hahnemann adopted the most simple and natural expe- 
dient, viz., that of lessening the dose. He united one grain 
of the extract of belladonna mth a hundred drops of the spirits 
of wine. Of this mixture, one drop (which of course contained 
one-hundredth part of a grain), he afterwards gave, in the suit- 
able cases, for a dose. But to his astonishment he observed 
that this drop acted too forcibh/. He now made the great stride 
which none had done previously to him ; he took a hundred 
drops of spirits of wine, added to them one drop, which contained 
one-hundredth of a grain of the medicine, shook them together, 
and, now had in every drop of the new mixture, therefore, the 
one ten-thousandth part of a grain. If the one-one hundredth 
of a grain was quite an unusual dose, Hahnemann went far 
beyond the limits of pre^ous experience in his second opera- 
tion, viz., that of administering the dose in the one- 
ten thousandth part of a grain. When he gave one drop of 
this second preparation in a case adapted to the remedy, he ex- 
pected a very slight and inconsiderable effect. In the 
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Ijnajority of craves, indeed, a more rapid cure followt^l it than in CI 
w&ie case of the preceding preparation, bnt to Iiia great astonish- 
ment, much more freqnentlv — the same impetuous aggravation 
Ktif symptoms. In short, it was not to be mistaken: the virtue 
F of the medicine had by no means l>een taken away in these high 
dilutions. How striking soever this phenomenon was in itself, 
and however wondorfiil and strange it must have appeared to 
Hahnemann, it had nevertheless, been indisputably the result of 
h^is manipulations ; and as a quiet observer of nature, he pro- 
ded, hand in hand with experienee, still fiirther. He added 
one drop of his second (the ten thousandth) dilution, to another 
me hundred drops of spirits of wine, shook them together, and 
hhus pi'ocured a third mixture, in which each drop contained but 
■the miUtontli part of the first grain of tlie extract of belladonna. 
■On administering this new preparation to his patients, he did not 
^et witness the desired and expected decrease of medicinal energy, 
' the remedy remained as active as before, and in sensible children 
it operated frequently in quite as drastic a manner as the ex- 
tract had at first ; nay, it appeared as if it operated with even 
greater violence than before— and therefore rendered necessary 
I the exhibition of an antidote. Hahnemann, who knew that the 
L secrets of nature had not yet been fully unveiled to us, and that 
r any thing new and important, though ever so striking, if its truth 
ube attested bj/ repeated experiment, ought to be investigated, con- 
^tinued to prosecute this great discovery. He added one drop of 
each successive dilution to a successive portion of one hundred 
drops of spirits of wine, and united them by shaking. He per- 
c^ved in the progress of these manipulations, that every suc- 
cessive dilution was still operative, and though attenuated a 
hundred fold at every step of the process, yet by no means did it 
become in the same pro|}ortion a humlred fold less efficient ; in 
feet, each dilution differed in activity, very little from the dilution 
immediately preceding. He continued, therefore, these pro- 
cesses with the medicine, until experience taught him, that it 
had, at length, become entirely mild in its operation. The 
troublesome increase of the morbid symptoms became gradually 
less and less considerable by dilution, nevertheless the succeeding 
L salutary effect remained equally decided, and even the extreme 
BidilutiDns themselves, were always sufficient to effect a cure. 



CHAP. X. Remarking even from the thirtieth dilution, in very sensible sub- 
jects, an increase of the symptoms, he diminished the dose from 
one drop of this dilution, to a small portion of a drop. He dis- 
covered a mode by which a drop could be accurately divided into 
any desii-ed number of parts, and from the one -hundredth, and 
even a smaller fraction, decided efiects were witnessed from the 
medicine. 

The results from medicines, tlius exhibited in infinitesimal 
doses, have thus become matters of experience ; as sucli they can, 
ought to he, and must be tested. 

In feet, though the lavr, regulating tlie action of remedies, is 
quite distinct from the dose, in which the application of the law 
is carried out, yet so extensively has Hahnemann and his disciples 
established the eificacy of all homceopathic remedies in infinitesi- 
mal doses, that alt skilled homceopathists are quite willing to 
recognize as fundamental both the law and the infinitesimal 
doses. In fact these form a dualized truth. 

It is willingly granted that the infinitesimal doses form the 
great antagonistic power against the reception of Homoeopathy : 
it is wiUingly granted, that if homceopathists could administer 
their medicines in accordance to the homceopathic law, in 
doses commonly ^ven, homteopathy would make, it is likely, a 
much more rapid progress. But no honourable mind will ever 
consent to bow to prejudice in such a matter as this, when 
he knows that such bowing may be attended witlj injury to the 
patient, and will be refusing the homnge due to truth. The true 
disciple of Hahnemann adheres to infinitesimal doses; and though 
he is not at libert}' to bow his mind to the prejudice s^ainst these 
doses, he feels it a pleasant duty to strive to make others bow to 
the truth, by establishing the rationality of the asserted efficacy 
of these doses. 

The best step to estabhsh this will be to demonstrate that the 
efficacy of infinitesimal quantities is a scientific truth ; and the 
demonstration of this will be received if it can be proved, first, 
that bodies act in general in infinitesimal quantities ; and second, 
tliat medicines act in infinitesimal quantities. 

The first proposition, that bodies in geseral ACT IN TS- 
FINITESIMAL QCAITTITIES, Can be demonstrated even in rcfcrenoc 
to masses of matter. 



ILLrSTRATIOSS 07 IXFISITESULU- ACTIOX. 
A poet, in dcscribiog a&ctioii, inquires — 

ISmxI thou not Hdn two Jmpa uf ilow 
Ttie row auil yelict lenrml'im ; 

now (troDger Ibcir Mtraftjuii grew, 
A* nearor to ewrh otbur boma I 



The very Uw that diouIiIb it icnr. 

And bida it trickle &uiii its Murm, 
Tliat law prewrrra thd earlb n ai'liuri', 

Anil juids tbe pluicta in tlicir oourw. 

He thus recognizes in the language of poetic beauty that! 
r wliich influences masses is t)ie siunu law which influences 
inote particles. 

Indeed, it is a truth that the mass of rock is a mass not be- 
muse of any power in the rock as a mass, but on account of the 
bnumerablc attractions between the infinitesimal particles of 
r^hicb the mass ia composed. 

It is not wonderful that the vidgar shonld doubt the action 
and the power of infinitesimal ijuantities, but that writers, who 
profess to he scientific, should exhibit wonder thereat, is ex- 
hibitive of the to-be-lainented tact, that many profess to be 
the votaries of science, who have never paid the requisite dues at 
^^ her shrine. 

^^L A modem writer has well remarked — 

^^B " It is extremely probable, fi-om certain chemical facts, 
^^Pthat all bodies are composed of elementary parts, which are 
^V indivisible and unalterable ; these are called atoina. Nothing 
^1 is known of their absolute size, except that it cannot possibly 
^B exceed certain magnitudes which we may calculate, but of whose 
^H' extreme minuteness we can form no adequate idea. For example, 
^B we have just seen (referring to an experiment of Newton), that a 
^^ film of soapy water will, if carefiiUy protected from all disturbance, 
hold together until it has been reduced by draining to the thick- 
ness of less than a 2,600,000th of an inch. Pure water will not 
hold together in this way ; but the admixture of less than the 
hundredth of its bulk of soap will confer this property on the 
-vrbole of the water. Now, in order to produce this eflect, it is 
evident that there must be a portion of soap (at least one atom), 
fin every cubic 2,600,000th of an inch of the solution. But the 
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. soap, when diy, occupies less than a hundredth of tlie bulk o£ the 
solution. Therefore, a single atom of soap, in the solid state, 
cannot possibly occupy so much as the hundredth of a cubic, 
2,600,000th of an inch ; that is, not so much as a 1757 trillionth 
(1,757,600,000,000,000,000,000th) of a cubic inch. 

" Dr. TLomson has shown that a portion of lead may 
be rendered visible, the bulk of which cannot exceed the 
888,492,000,000,000th of a cubic inch. He dissolved one grain 
of dry nitrate of lead in 500,000 grains of water, and after 
having agitated the solution, passed through it a current of 
sulphuretted hydrogen gas. The whole hquid became sensibly 
discoloured. Now we may consider a drop of water to weigh 
about a grain, and a drop may be easily spread out so as to 
cover a stiuare inch of surface. Under an ordinary microscope 
the millionth part of a square inch may be di5tinguishe<l 
by the eye. The water, therefore, could be divided into 
500,000,000,000 parts, every one of which contained some 
lead united to sulphur. But the lead in a grain of nitrate of 
lead weighs only 0.62 of a grain. It is obvious, therefore, that 
an atom of lead cannot weigh more than l-^10,000,000,000th 
of a grain, while the atom of sulphur (for the lead was in com- 
bination with sulphur, which rendered it visible) cannot weigh 
more than l-2015,000,000,000th of a grain. 

" The size of those very minute quantities of matter can also bo 
computed. Thus the bulk of the portion of lead rendered visible 
by the above process is only 1-88 8, 492, 000, 000,000th of a cubic 
inch. 

" There are many interesting examples in the useiul arts of the 
minute subdivision of matter. Gold leaf is the 290,636th of an 
inch in thickness, and it would require at least 1500 such leaves 
placed upon one another to equal the thickness of the paper upon 
which this book is printed. It is easy to trace the process by 
which this extraordinary tenuity is arrived at. For example: an 
ounce of gold is equal in bulk to a cube, each of whose edges 
measures 5— 12ths of an inch, so that placed upon the table it 
would cover little more than the sixth of a square inch of its 
surface, and stand 5-12ths of an inch in height. The gold 
beater hammers out tliia cube of gold until it covers 146 square 
feet. Now, it can easily be calculated that to be thus extended 
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from a sur&ce of 5-12th3 of an inch s<juaiv, to one of 14(1 CllAP. 
square feet, its tliiekncas must be reduced from 5'12t)is of an 
inch to the 290,636th part of an inch. 

" Bat gold fiimishes a still more remarkable instance of the 
extension and consequent dirisibilitj- of matter. The gilt wire 
llsc^d in embroidery is formed by extending gold over a surface 
of silver. A silver rod, a1>out two feot long and an inch and 
a half in diameter, weighing nearly twenty pountis, is coated 
with abont 800 grains of pure gold. This rod is then drawn 
through a scni^s of holes, gradually diminishing, until it is 
stretched to the length of 240 miles, whereby the gold has 
become attenuated 800 times, each grain being capable of cover- 
ing a surface of 9600 square inches. This wire is now flatted, 
the golden film suffenng a farther extension, and having its 
thickness reduced tu the four or five millionth part of an inch, 
" One hundred yards of raw silk weigh less than a grain, 
and a 3000th of a yard, or a 300,000th of a grain, can be 
handled and examined with the naked eye. The thread spun 
by the common spider is much finer than that of the silk- 
worm, and there arc spiders 1000 of which would not make 
up the bulk of a common spider. Their threads are invisible 
except when reflecting the direct solar light, and yet it is found 
by the microscope that every spider has about 4000 spinnerets, 
each producing a separate thread, ail of which are united into 
one bundle, to form what we call a gossamer thread," 
^^^vChemists perpetually are using for practical piu^wses the 
^^^^nse atom: a word which means indivisible, a (a) not and 
^^^^KofiRi (temnamai') to be cut. The use of the term implies the 
l^^jrecognition of the fact, that there are pai*ticles between which 
action takes place so infinitesimal ly small that they cannot be 
fiirther divided. No one has ever seen these atoms ; hut no 
one, acquainted with the facts on which the atomic theory is 
founded, disputes their existence. So well established, indeed, 
is the existence of these atoms, and so regular are tlieir actions, 
as to admit of being expressed under the form of " laws of chemi- 
cal attraction." 

Liebig is, therefore, merely asserting a truth recognized for 
years, when he declares : — " It is indispensably necessary to 
the manifestation of chemical affinity, that the atom3 of sub- 
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ACTINIC CHEMISTRY, 

onAP. X. stances should be in immediate contact with each other, or at 
IMMEASURABLY small distances." 

In fact, chemical action is favoured always by separating 
the particles of which bodies are composed; hence the old 
chemical axiom, " corpora non agunt nisi soluta," " bodies do 
not act unless dissolved ;" in other words, when a body ia dis- 
solved, that is, when its particles are separated to the degree of 
fineness and minuteness so as to be no longer visible, actions 
take place, which do not when the body is in a less degree of 



How infinitesimally small is a particle of light, and yet those 
particles produce chemical effects : an infinitesimal quantity of 
sun light, namely a ray, " we cleave asunder into raj^, which, 
without any power of illumination, produ^ the most important 
alterations and decompositions in oi^nic nature." 

A distinct branch of cbemistry, relating to the action of im- 
ponderable bodies, has been founded. Herscbel has designated 
this branch of chemistry that treats of light, a thing in infinitesi- 
mal quantities, by the title of " Aetino- Chemistry ;" one of the 
doctrines of this chemistry is, that a sun-beam cannot /aU upon a 
body, without produoing a molecular or chemiccd change. 

The daguerrotype, in which light is the portrait-maker, pre- 
sents an illustration of action in infinitesimal quantities. 



But this action between infinitesimal quantities is not con- 
fined to the objects of the mineral kii^om : the vegetable king- 
dom affords striking illustrations of the truth of the proposition. 
That bodies in general act in infinitesimal quantities. 

In the vegetable kingdom the preservation of the various 
individuals is insured through the medium of seeds. It has 
been found by the experiments and the observations of Lin- 
nieus, that a seed, in order to produce a plant, like that on which 
it was produced, must have imparted to it a, peculiar life power, 
or vital principle ; it has been established that the agent, which 
imparts this peculiar life power, this vital principle, is a particu- 
larly fine dust, formed on a part of the flower distinct from that, 
in which the seeds are formed. Thus a flower presents in the 
centre little thread-like bodies, at the end of each one of which 
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is a little body, like a chest, called an arttAer. In this anther is chap, i 
a fine dual, named poUen, which dust is the vivifying agent in 
reference to the seeds. In the centre of the flower is another body, 
called the pietil, at the inferior part of which is a little chest, 
called the germ, containing the seeds : above this ^nn, and, as 
it were, growing oot of it, is a stalk, called the et-tU, and at the 
top of this style b a body, generally divided, or cleft, called the 
gt^ma. Now, in order that the seeds in the germ may became 
capable of producing, when placed in the earth, another plant, 
it is essential, that the influence of the pollen should be convej'ed 
to the seeds ; the phrase "influence" is used, becanse, though in 
emtie plants the passage from the sdgma don-n the style into the 
germ is recognizable, in many plants the passage is not detec- 
tible, and therefore the particles of pollen, though exceedingly 
small, can hardly bo supposed to penetrate to the seeds in the 
germ. The influetice, howei'er, must: and this influence is such, 
that the seeds, which, without this, would not produce perfect 
plants, will, if thus influenced, be capable of producing perfect 
plants. Here, then, an exceedingly small vegetable substance is 
demonstrated to impart even life to the seeds in the germ. To 
show the excessive minuteness of some of these life-giviug bodies, 
Tries counted in a single specimen of the reticularia maxima, 
ten millions of small seeds, or sporules. 

The dust of the lycoperdon, or puflF-ball, appears under the 
microscope of an orange colour, perfectly rounded, and not ex- 
ceeding the fiftieth part of a hair's breadth in diameter ; so that 
if a globe of any substance were taken, having the diameter of a 
hair, it would be 125,000 times as great as the seed of the 
lycoperdon. 

The appearance of imtskrooms has astonished many. Many 
think tbem spontaneous productions, whereas they are the pro- 
ducts of vivified mushroom seeds, thousands of which float about 
in the air, and are invisible to the naked eye. 

Another well known phenomenon is the mouldinesa in cheese. 
Mouldiness is nothing but the growth of minute fungi, or plants 
of the same femUy as the mushrooms. These are deposited in 
the cheese in its fresh state : they take root and vegetate. 

In coimexion with this action of bodies in infinitesimal quan- 

titles, the feet that the presence of infinitcsimally small quaiiti- 
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ties of another substance will often prevent actions taking pliife, 
which otherwise would take place, is worthy of remark. The 
presence of a portion of lluasian le<tther in a room will often 
prevent mouldiness, either by destroying the fungi or by pre- 
venting the condition, necessary to vegetation taking place in the 
body in which the fiingi would grow. 

Yeast is a striking illustration of aetiou in infinitesimal quan- 
tities. Chambers asserts the following:— 

" Zoologists tell us, when speaking of animalcules, that not a 
drop of stagnant water, not a speck of vegetable or animal tissue, 
but has its own appropriate inhabitants. The same may be 
remarked of plants ; for we cannot point to a speck of snrfece, 
unless chilled by everlasting cold, or parched by continuous 
drought, that has not its own peculiar vegetation. The spores 
or seeds of these minute parasites are almost infinitesimally 
small : they are floating above and around us, nnperceived by 
the naked eye, ready to fall and germinate wherever fitting con- 
ditions are presented. Nay, as certain changes in animal tissue 
are ascribed to animalcules, so have certain changes in organized 
substances, such as fermentation, been ascribed to vegetable 
growth. Yeast, according to this view, is a true vegetable, con- 
sisting of minute organized cells or spherules, which propagate 
with amazing rapidity so long as they find their proper nutri- 
ment in the fermenting liquid. Nor is there any thing more 
incredible in the fact, that the little globular yeast plant should 
extract its nutriment from the fluid on which it floats, than that 
the water-flannel should extract its starch or lime &om the water 
which it covers/' 

Thus does the vegetable kingdom afford its testimonies afBrm- 
ative of this, that actions can take place between the minutest 
particles of bodies, 

Tlie animal kingdom adds its illustrations to the action of 
bodies in infinitesimal quantities. 

Liebig remarks : — " We are acquainted with animals possess- 
ing teeth, and organs of motion and digestion, which are whoUi/ 
invisible to the naked eye. Other animals exdst, which, if mea- 
surable, would be found many thousands of tiuu-s smaller, whiili. 
nevertheless, possess the same apparatus. These creatures, in 
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the same manner as the larger animals, take nourishment, and CB*^ 
are propagated hy means of oya which must, cong(.H|i]cntly, be 
^&m m&ay huudreds of times sinalk'r thitn their own hodie4 
It is only because our organt of viaion are imperfect that wt 4 
uotjKrccivi^ creataree a millwn times, even, tmaiUr t/tan Ificne,**^ 

Tomliiison remarks ; — " In the orfpuiic kingdoms tlie niicrc 
scope liMS proved the existence of animals so minuto, that a mil- 
lion of them does not exceed the hulk of a grain nf simil, and yet 
each of these creatures is composed of organs of nutrition a 
locomotion, as in the larger animals." 

" Spallanzani having collected, on the point of a caniel's 
pencil, a particle of tho fecundating fluid of a frog, succeeded \ 
viviR-ing thousands of eggs. Surprised at this result, he 
solved three grains of the secretion in a pound of wat*!r, and a 
drop of tht; solution he found endowed witli the same property J 
giving life. In this case tlie globule of water contained only] 
small fraction of a grain. This curiou3 experiment lias 1 
1 with a similar result by Prevost and Dumas. 
" In other experiments he found, that fecundation took placs ■ 
lion, smaller than the two millionth part of the male spem 
was applied to the ovum by means of a iino needle."" 

To these fects, demonstrative of the proposition that I 
act in infinitesimal quantities, may he added some additioi 
&cts in relation to the action of bodies on the senses. 

What, it may be asked, is the size of the paiticles that consa 
tute the scent of the rose, or the peculiar odour of the swei 
scented violet ? 

It is a fact that a grain of musk will scent all the articles of 
clothing placed in a drawer during the period of a year, and, 
when weighed at the end of the year, the quantity that remains 
will be a grain. How infinitesimnlly amall must these particdes 
of musk be, since, though diffusing the scent of musk through 
an immense quantity of garments, the quantity by weight that 
remains is the same ; and yet these infinitesimal quantities must 
lave occupied a space, otherwise they could not have acted on 
B membrane of the nose, by the nerve spreading through which 
Y are recognized. 
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It is asserted to be a feet, that the smell of the ciEnamon 
groves at Ceylon can be detected twelve to fourteen miles sea- 
ward, when the wind blows in that direction. These particles, 
thus diffused, must be inconceivably small. 

It is asserted by naturahats that the camel can smell water 
several miles off. 

Can any disbeliever in the influence of infinitesimal particles 
of medicine tell the size of the particles by which a dog, blind- 
folded, scents his way to his master ? Sir Humphrey Davy 
asserts, " Every lane, field, or town, has its peculiar smell." 

Fancy the swift and hard-footed gazelle, bounding along the 
plain, leaving behind her particles of her scent, by which the 
trained dog can pursue her : will the disbeliever in the efects 
of the infinitesimal particles declare the size of the particles left 
on the ground from the hardened, elastic hoof of this light- 
footed bounder over the plain ? 

Again, behold the phenomena of galvanism and magnetitm ; 
what inconceivable minuteness must the particles, whether gal- 
vanic or magnetic, have ? Can any one show a particle ? And 
yet their effects, when collected, are almost all-powerful : but 
conceive the innumerable particles of galvanic power, arising 
from the discharge of a large galvanic battery : separate one from 
the other, and they are separate, for they were separate in their 
origin, and when separated, however infinitesimally small, yet 
each one is a galvanic or a magnetic particle, and each one has 
an action on the human frame. 

How infinitesimally small are the face particles, tliat form 
the arrangement of the face into the smile, and those that form 
the opposite arrangement into the sadness of features, and yet 
these infinitesimally small particlose arrangements of the visage 
produce each their effect on the mind of the beholder. 

Taking all these facts into consideration, it is believed that 
sufficient evidence has been brought forward to demonstrate that 
bodies may act in minutely infinitesimal quantities on each other, 
and that these particles, though in their separate states not visi- 
ble, are discoverable in the effects produced by their action. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



Proportion, That Tiudicinea act in infinitemmai quatititiis. — 

^^^_ AnalogieB, — Invisible morbific agents produce disease. — 

^^^H Conditions necessary to the action of infinitesimal quan- 

^^^H iities ; the development of virtues by preparation, ajid the 

^^^V increased tuacepHbility to impreteion in disease. — Process 

^^^V by which medicines are prepared for Homceojiathia use.— 

^^^B 7Tw ignorance manifested in the bravery of the allopathic 

^^^B boasters. 

The proposition. That bodies in general act in infrnitisemal c 
quantities forms an appropriate introduction to the demonstra- 
tion of the second proposition, That MEDloiUEa act in inpisi- 

TESIMAL QUANTITIES. 

Analogy gives its support to this proposition, in the facta 
which demonstrate the action of infinitesimal quantities (if they 
can be so named) of morbific agents in producing disease. 

Look at that man : see how his teeth chatter ; feel his skin, 
how cold it is ; how rough it is trom its contraction fi-om hia 
chilliness : see how he craves for warm drink, and how he 
draws to the fire : watch him, and in two hours or more, see 
hi m bum with fever : his head bursting with pain : his breathing 
hurried: irritable in his temper: parched with thirst: restless, 
perhaps delirious ; still watch him; in a few hours he is seen co- 
vered with sweat. What has caused all this ? He has breathed 
an invisible somethii^, a marsh vapour : he has the ague. 
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[. Look at that person : he fcels pressure at pit of stomach : he 
is sick : his head h afflicted with a hea\7 pressure; his tongue 
is coated : he is prostrate witli weakness : fever bums him : his 
symptoms become more and more grave : his family surround 
liim with anxiety ; little elevations appear on his skin : his 
head is relieved somewhat: the elevations become filled with 
pus : he has the small pox. 

What caused all these symptoms ? An invisible miasmatic 
poison. 

What again is the size of the portion of vaccine fluid that 
permeates the constitution, and protects it from the influence of 
small pox : which realizes in fact, what the poet predicted in 
fancy, when he represented the invuhierability gained by Achilles - 
by being dipt in the river Styx, the vaccine coat of mail. 
How infinitesimally small must be the web of which it is 
composed. 

Look at that unfortunate being, see him vomiting and 
purging incessantly ; hear his plaintive cries from the cramps in 
his limbs and bowels ; hear his demands for cold water : see 
him striving to grasp the drinking vessel to swallow large 
draughts : see him rejecting it as soon as swallowed: behold his 
countenance, his skin and bis nails turn blue : ftel his tongue, it 
is cold : touch his hands, they are covered with a sweat that 
strikes cold. 

What causes all this horrid spectacle ? this Asiatic cholera? 
What but some infinitesimal modification of atmosphere acting 
upon the nervous system, which seeks 'deliverance through its 
action on the mucous membrane of the intestines. 

But to leave physical influences and to pass to mora! in- 
fluences. 

What is the size of the particles of vexation that can give a 
man an attack of jaundice ? 

What was the size of the particles of joy that killed the lather 
who heard that the son was a victor in the 01>Tiipic games ? 

-What was the size of the particles of fright that turned the 
hair of the boy, who vras taking the nest of the eagle and in 
defending himself with his sabre almost cut the rope in two, to 
a white colour in a few minutes ? 

What was the size of the partitdes of grief, which turned tbo 
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hair to & white,' of the parent who beard of the death, by small CIIAP. X 
pox, of his lovely daughter, Ms only support, who left her home 
perfect health and beauty) to visit her ttiends. 

iThe discovery, by HahnemaaD, of tlie fe*."t of the action of 
licinea in intinitesimal ({uajitities, ha^ been detailed in a pre- 
ling chapter, in connexion with the use of belladonna in scar- 
fever 1 the statement then; made oujjht to be received by 
one as a matter of experience, (since it is capable of being 
,) as a ^t, and, as such, affording a demonstratioii of the 
of medicines in infinitesimal quantities. 
Thisj added to the probability of such action, deduced from 
the analogy in relation to the action of morbific i^ents, in infi- 
nitesimal quantities, in inducing disease, might, it is presumed, 
be deemed as affording evidence quite sufficient of the proposi- 
tion under consideration. 

It seems, however, necessary, in the present state of opinion 
in reference to homceopathy, to enter into some additional con- 
siderations. 

Two conditions exist in connesion with the use of medicines 
accordance with the homoeopatluc law, which render the 
licinal action of infinitesimal quantities of medicines cura- 
[y powerful : the first condition is, that the latent virtues of 
the medicines should be, and are developed by the processes 
OV rREPABATiON, to which they are subjected for homceopathic 
use ; and the second is, that the susceptibility to impression of 
the system diseased is intensely augmented in relation to the 
medicinal agent in homceopathic relationship to it. 



• Tba caao referred to maile an indelible impMasion on tl 
A beantiiiil young lady, only eislitoen, liut of llio highoat 
at Uiis age. able, by educating young Indies, to lioep 
weaitliy city merchant,) went, in the holiJays, 
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hor in hia boyhond. 
iplialmionta. being, 
', (nho tiad been a 



Oaks, in Kant. While on this tisit, aho wm seiwd with amall pox 
very ill, that she was, for tbe ulety of othera, obliged to bo removed to the house 
for such persons iu Seven Oaks, and aba there iliad, and w»b reodered so ioathaomo 
by the obange in her features and the whole state of her body, that bar friends were 
glad to have her stitched up in the sheet on whieh she died, and hnve her convoyec' 
from sight. Hor father was informed of her death, and the nijjht he heard of hor 
death and the doalruotion of nil his hopes, hia hair turned white. 
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CIIAP. XI. In reference to the first condition, The development of inedi- 

^^ cinal virtues by the process of preparation to which the modi- 

^Hh cine is subjected, the foUowiug tacts will be sufficient to convey 

^^^1 the necessaiy information. 

^^H The homccopathist takes a grain of solid bodies, or a drop of 

^^H liquids, (when liquids are prepared by trituration), adds to it 

^^H thirty-three grains of sugar of milk in an unvarnished porcelain 

^^H mortar, and after mixing together for about a minute with a 

^^H horn or hone spatula, rubs the two for six minutes. During 

^^H four minutes he collects the parts trom the sides of the mortar 

^^H and of the pestle ; and then, for six minutes rubs afresh. Four 

^^H minutes are again occupied hy collecting together the parts of 

^^H the powder, and then thirty-three more grains of sugar of milk 

^^^L are added ; the same process is pursued as with the first thirty- 

^^^H three grains ; the third thirty-three grains are then added, and 

^^^B the same processes are repeated. The whole powder is thus 

^^^V collected, put into a bottle, on which is marked I, indicating 

^^^t that the substance contained is at the hundredth degree of power. 

^^H A grain then of this hundredth part of a grain of powder is 

^^H taken, and this is triturated nith ninety-nine more grains of 

^^H sugar of milk, added at the three distinct triturations as at the 

^^^L first. The powder, thus formed, is marked II, and is at the 

^^^H lO.OOOth degree of power. A grain of this is taken and rubbed 

^^^1 with ninety-nine more grains of sugar of milk,, according to the 

^^^H method already named. The powder thus prepared has the 

^^^r medicine of the 1,000,000th attenuation. In thus bringing the 

^^H powder to this attenuation, or the liquid, when prepared by fric- 

^^H tion with sugar of milk, to this dilution, three hours are occu- 

^^H pied. It is marked HI. 

^^H As the medicines are best given in solution, it is usual to 

^^H take one grain of the powder at the millionth attenuation, and 

^^H dissolve it in one hundred drops of alcohol and water, fifty drops 

^^1 of each. This solution is the 100,000,000th part of a grain. 

^^^^ One drop of this is added to ninety-nine drops of alcohol and 

^^^1 water, and the bottle is shaken twice. This is the 10,000 mil- 

^^H liontb part of a grain. One drop of this solution is then added 

^^H to ninety-nine drops of alcohol and water, and this ia the bil- 

^^H lionth part of a grain. 

^^H In ibis way the solutions are carried to the decillionth part of 
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a ^ain or drop, \\lion these soiulions are to hv bronglit itito CQ^ 
use, it is the usual co^tont to moisten with them Utile glubults 
of sujjar ; these absorb the tiquor, and beeome impregnated 
therewith. These globules, thus impregnated, are those sold in 
homoeopathic medicine chests.* 

By these processes the medicines arc brought into an inSnJ- 

1 state of diii^on, and their virtues arc developed. That 

s is the case is evidenced in the facts, demonstrated hv expc- 

ace, that bodies, in themselves apparently inert, become the 

t poweriul remedial agents, when prepared by the processes 

BiTuonhed, Fliiitatone, charcoal, oyttUrshell, afford some of the 
valuable remedial agenU possessed by homocopathists. It 
crted, as a matter of experience,) that many most severe 
diseases are curable by Hintstoue bomoiopathically prc- 
(gilicea) ; that some lunils of fever are removable by char- 
llomteopathically prepared {carlio vegetahiliii et animalis) • 
urther, that certain kinds of pulmonary consumption are 
curable by oyster-sheil homceoi>athically prepared {calcarea'). 

Should the ingenuous find any difliculty in the rec<^nition of 
this doctrine of development, such difficulty will be removed, if 
he call to mind the well-established fact of the disengagement 
of heat from coal during combustion. The heat, or rather the 
oaloQc, was lalcut, or lying hid in the coal, till developed by its 
new condition ; and one who, because a coal feels cold, denies 
that it contains heat, would not be more foolish than he who 
1 the development of new powers by the new condition, 
B which a methcinc is placed by preparation, because he does 
t see ajiy thing in tlie medicine, which would lead him to 
E powers. 
I It may be difficult to explaiu how this attenuation, this tritu- 
tion devclope new powers, but of the fact there is no doubt, 
laiow, that ftictioii developes powers, previously latent. 
Look at caloric dcvclo]>ed by friction ; look at electricity deve- 
loped by friction ; why should not the medicinal powers, dor- 
mant in an agent, be developed by friction ? 

■ MitdicuioB thus preptu'iiil con bo ulibUDUil of iL mombcr of the Euglisli Uoniai- 
opathie AsBGCiation. Sir. Jamrb Eri-a, Ilomipopathio Chcmiat, IIB, Grcftt Russell i 

tjBtniet, Blnomsbury. 

( \ Sen ApjH'uiIis. si-tiolo " flf llic Ilxltnd of Uomii'0|mtIi)'." 
P 2 
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IN DI8KABE eUSCEPTIBILlTY AUGMENTED, 



CHAP. XI. Every one is aware of the facts, that if eau de Cologne is rub- 
bed on the hand, it givea out a scent much more intense than 
that given out without such friction. If a leaf of geranium is 
squeezed, it ^ves out a scent excessively strong. 

The probability of the action of infinitesimal quantities of 
medicine in curing disease, will become more apparent when the 
fact is remembered, that, in disease, the susceptibility to the im- 
preBsion of bpecific influences is augmented. 

Of this point, namely, the augmented susceptibility to impres- 
sion under disease, some illustrations may be useful. It is esta- 
blished in nature, that, in certain conditions, individual sutgects 
are capable of receiving impressions, or being impressed by in- 
fluences, which, in other conditions, have no influence upon 
them. 

It is established also, that certain individuals are susceptible 
to some impressions, and not to others. 

The susceptibility to impression state, may be called the recep- 
timty of the individual. 

The receptivity may be illustrated by referring to vegetable 
existence. 

The pollen, already described, is the fecundating, the life- 
giving principle, to the seed. Now, suppose some pollen pro- 
duced by placing a plant in a hot-house, and making it come to 
perfection a week before the natural period of its perfection : 
and to another plant of the same kind, growing in the garden, 
which has just opened its flower, when the one in the hot-house 
has advanced so far as to have perfected its pollen, some of the 
perfected pollen ia applied to the stigma, no ^Seci is produced : 
no seed is vivified : but if the pollen is preserved for a week or so, 
until the flower in tlie garden is perfected, the stigma, being then 
susceptible to impression, would receive the influence, and com- 
municate it to the seed, and the seed would be perfected. 

In other words, till the flower has attained a certain suscepti- 
bility to be impressed, the pollen is not, though properly efiective 
in itself, eflective on the seed ; but directly the amount of recep- 
tivity necessary to render the impression eflTectual is brought 
about in the progress of the plant towards its perfection, then 
the pollen becomes effective. 
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As an iUustratiTe eridence of the deTelopment of this rec«p- 
tivi^, is the fact, tha,t the stigma undergoes changes in its form 
at this period. 

Now if this pecnliar receptivity exists in reference to 
vegetahle existence, why should it not exist in reference to 
iuSuence of medicines on diseases ? As it is manifested in 
vegetable in connexion %t4th infinitesimal quantities of poUi 
why shonld it not be exhibited in the medicine in infinitesimal 
qnantities, in relation to the disease ? 

The same receptivity is exhibited in reference to mental 
ters. 

Does not analogy favour, even demonstrate, the view, that to 
realize any impression vividly, there must be a state adapted i 

Are the truths of religion felt equally strong at all periods ? 
Are the charms of music equally powerfiil and captivating at all 
times ? Does poetry always please ? 

Such receptivity does exist in diseases. Buhnemaim teaches 
and homoeopathiats believe, that, in disease, the receptivity of the 
system is so augmented, that it is susceptible to impressions, 
Ich, in common conditions, namely, healthy, it is not. 

Does not every one know, that when the eye is diseaseil, the 

lerwise welcome light of day is shuimed with the greati'Sl 
Does not every one know, that when the tongue is 

lerated, the salt which savours food is excluded with the 
lost care from the mouth ? Wlien one is afflicted witli hcad- 

jhe, do not the sounds of one's children — sounds most delighttiil 
at other times, become a source of strong irritation, 

With what pleasure does the strong muscular man delight to 
use his muscles, but when rheumatism has affected the musci 
tissue, how every movement is dreaded ; in fact, the appi 
of any to the affected linib is viewed with horror. 

Behold that sick room : there lies a man groaning with 

His brain is affected with uitense sensitiveness. Behold 

it guardian angel moving about the sick room ; see how softly 
treads ; the god of silence seems to have endowed her steps. 
What does she fear ? She knows that even the sound of those 
footsteps, which in health he loved to hear, will produce, if made 
the usual pace, the most severe agony. 

Even some candid opponents of homceopathy allow that 
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SPECIFIC SUSCEPTIBILITY. 



[. specific relationship between the medicine anil the disease is tho 
cause of more powerful action. Dr. Jorg remarks : — 

" On the other hand, medicines operate most powerfully upon 
the siek, when the symptoms correspond with those of the dis- 
ease. A very small quantity of medicinal arnica will produce a 
violent effect upon persons who have an irritahle state of the 
cesophagus and stomach. Mercurial preparations have, in very 
small doses, given rise to pains and loose stools, when adminis- 
tered in an iDflammatory state of the intestines. Yet why," ex- 
claims he, " should I occupy time by adducing more examples 
of a sunilar operation of medicines, since it is in the very nature 
of the thing that a medicine must produce a much greater efteet, 
when it is applied to a body already sufiering under an afi^etion 
similar to that which the medicine itself is capable of pro- 
ducing." " 

The proposition under demonstration is, that medicines act 
curatively in infinitesimal quantities, when exhibited in diseases 
to which they arc homroopathic. 

In maintaining this proposition, it is not maintained, that a 
millionth part of a grain or of a drop (to take a given, though a 
large quantity in homtcopathic administration,) will produce any 
visible action on the man in health ; nor is it maintained, that a 
millionth part of a grain or of a drop will act on the man in dis- 
ease : but it is maintained that the millionth part of a grain or 
of a drop will act on the man in disease, if between the diseased 
state of the man and the medicine, infinitesimally administered, 
there is a homceopathic relationship. In other words, the ho- 
niceopathists do not vaguely say, that medicines in infinitesimal 
doses cure diseases, but they do say that medicines given for the 
cure of diseases to which they are homcEopathic, do cure these 
diseases when administered in infinitesin^al quantities ; to repeat, 
the homreopathist, in maintaining the efficacy of medicines in infi- 
nitesimal quantities, regards three requirements as necessary; — 
First, the development of virtues in medicines by the process of 
preparation ; second, the increased receptivity to impression pro- 
duced by disease ; and third, the selection of the right remedy. 
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THE IfiNORAXr ilOASTIS'l OF ALI.OrATllISTS. IVJ 

Those opponents, thon, who argue, that medicines in infini- ciiAP. 
tesimal quantities do not act upon persons in health, waate nmclt 
time and expend uselessly much trouble. No homa>opatliist 
maintains that they do. These opponents, too, who make a 
boast that they will swallow the entire qnantity of globules in a 
bottle, show only, in what they think to be a moat potent and 
most courteous argument, their ignorance of what honiceo(iathy 
teaches; and demonstrate, by the very ailment which they 
deem BO potent, their total powerlessness, because of their total 
ignorance, to argue riphtSy on the subject. 

Any apparent force in their argument is in the idea sought to 
be conveyed, that if a medicine in an infinitesimal dose docs not 
produce any effect on the healthy man, it cannot produce any 
effect on the diseased man. But this inference is not justified. 

The millionth part of a grain or of a drop is A power; but in 

order that the power should be medicinal, a condition of appli- 

ition is necessary ; and that is, that it be applied in accordance 

3 the homoeopathic law. 
ut is a truth, in reference to the derelopment of vegetable 
I, that each stigma ie receptive only to its specific pollen, so 
iBt the pollen of one plant has no efiect on the stigma or the 
s of another of a different tamily. It is true, that the pollen 
t a rose modifies the seed of another rose ; it is true, that the 
Jlen of one tulip affects the seed of another tulip, so much so, 
E often to produce an entirely diiferent colour and fbi-m ; but if 
B pollen of the rose be canied to the lily, or that of the lily to 
!, no effect is produced by either, on either. So that — 
ibile the pollen of the rose is to the seeds of the rose a specific 
Stimulant, and the pollen of the lily to the seeds of the lily; and 
the stigma of the rose and the stigma of the lily have their re- 
ceptivities to the impression of each one's pollen developed in 
each at the appropriate time — the pollen of the rose has not a 
specificity to the seeds of the lily, or the pollen of the lily to the 
seeds of the rose. 

Ei^ually correctly might the objector maintain, that because 
the pollen of tlie rose has no effect on the lily, that it has no 
action at all, as the objector against infinitesimal medicines, 
that because an infinitesimal dose of medicine does not act on a 
healthy man, or even on a diseased man to whose disease it is 



CHAP. XI, not homrEopathie, it does not act on a diseased man to whose 

disease it is homcoopatliic. 

One who had lost the sense of smell, maintained that the 
action of infinitesimal portions of musk, so as to produce an 
impression on the nose, is a delusion. Others smile at his sim- 
plicity ; they perceive that he, being without the power of smell, 
has not the condition of receptivity to the impressions produced 
by the musk. They would pity him, but they feel his con- 
ceit destroy their pity, when he dogmatically maintains that for 
others to maintain these infinitesimal particles of musk act upon 
tliem, is all nonsense, is, as the editor of the Lancet maintains, 
" a fraud." 

The increased susceptibility of impression existing under dis- 
oaae is evidenced in the well-known fact, that if a person having 
burned one of his fingers, holds his hand to the fire, the pain 
produce<l in the burned finger is intense, whereas no pain is felt 
in the other fingers of the same hand. The action of the fire on 
tlie burned iinger is felt by the sufferer. 

To assert tliat the disease does not render the system more 
suseeptible to the action of the medicine homoeopathic to it, 
would not be more ahsurd, than to tell the man with the burned 
finger, that it was all delusion to assert that the burned finger 
fiilt the fire more than the fingers not burned. And further, for 
a man who had not burned his finger, and having held his hand 
to the iire and not feeling any effect on any finger, to maintain 
that no pain is felt by a person who has bnmed his finger on so 
holding his hand to the fire, would not be more absurd than is 
the assertion of the allopathic boaster, that a medicine in infi- 
nitesimal doses to a case of disease homoeopathic to it could have 
no effect, because he had tried the same medicine in a ease which 
was not homosopathic to it, and it produced no effijct. 



Of late years some experiments by persons not influenced by 
homcBopathy established, that quantity is not the chief point 
to be considered in the production of actions and of results, 
■ in fact, the peculiar character which modern philosophy has 
assumed is that connected witli the recognition of the spiritual- 
ism in forces. 

The following remarks are very apposite. 
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(I po»fr is applml, or (to Cltd 
n of measurable qnaatities.) ' 



" Tlie t'<T.tf niRKCTIOS in vrhich 
state it after tlie manner of the men of measurable qnaatities,) 
R weight allowed to o{ierat«>, is so immensely more signilieani 
than the weight itself, that Archimedes, who shot ijuite impon- 
derable arrows of sun-fire at the enemies of SjTacuse. and burned 
up their vessels of war. wanted but a point to ]>lant his lever, 
in order with his puny arm to move tho world. What is the 
weight of water n-ith which Watt elips thick iron like paper 
:o shn^ads. and sends bis huge le\iathans, throbbing in their 
resistible struggle, over the Atlantic i Are not a few {>ounds 
terrestrial iveight transformed into tons by tho mere dispo- 
ion of them by Bramali, on the principle of the old l»y- 
istatic paradox i Paradox ! One had thought the day of 
loxes was over for ever now, every thing great is a paradox 
first; for our ignorance and vulgar mistake of knowledge 
truth maJie it strange." 
Davy fearlessly following the principle of electrical induction 
contact, discovered that half a dozen square feet of the copper 
ithing of the British fleet, are rendered electro- negative, 
it is, the polarities of all the innumerable particles which 
,ke up that extent of surfiicc, are reversed), by a zinc nail 
through the centre of the space, and are thereby protects 
im the corrosive action of the sea with its stores of oxygen, 
chlorine and ioiline, everywhere ready to he let loose npon 
metallic substances. 

Nay, Sir John Herschel finds that the relation to electricity, 
a mass of mercury, for instance, is such that it may be re- 
by the admixture of an almost infinitesimal proportion of 
body, as potassium, in an opposite electrical condition: and 
with such electrical conditions are*all chemical actions what- 
soever inseparably connected; while every one is aware that 
physiological are complicated, as well as chemical, with mecha- 
nical phenomena. So impressed is Herschel with this class 
of observations, as to observe, " That such minute proportions 
of extraneous matter should be found capable of communicating 
sensible mechanical motions and properties, of a definite 
character, to the body that they are mixed with, is perhaps one 
the most extraordinary tacts that has appeared in che- 
Itry." 
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IODINE ACTIHG IN INFINITESIMAL QUANTITIES. 



CHAP. XI. Dr. Daubeny having, in a memoir read before the Boyal 
Society in 1S30, on the saline and purgative springs of Britain, 
expressed his doubt of the possibility of any medical action 
being exercised by so insignificant a quantity as one grain of 
iodine spread through t«n gallons of water (the largest proportion 
he had ever found), felt himself constrained to announce in 
1831, that the considerations above stated, the influence of the 
potassium on the mercury, now induce him to attach more 
importance to the circumstance of its presence ; for it is just 
as possible a priori, that this quantity of iodine should iniuse 
new proi>erties into the salts which accompany it, and cause 
them to act in a different manner upon the system, as that less 
than a millionth part of potassium should create so entire a 
change in the relations of a mass of mercury to electricity,* 

It is not the power — it is the mode of applying the power. 
Let the infinitesimal quantity of medicine be applied rightly, 
that is, in accordance with the homoeopathic law, and the sought 
for effect, the cure of disease, will be gained. 



Notwithstanding all these facts, some are bold enough to 
maintain that it is impossible that infinitesimal quantities of 
medicinal substances, prescribed homoeopath ically, can act. 

To what does this assertion of the impossibility of the action 
of infinitesimal quantities amount ? To this — that the utterer 
of the impossibiUty puts his judgment of what ought to be against 
what is. 

If not in medicine, at least in other departments of science, 
too much information has been accumulated to permit the 
searcher after truth to allow any man to shelve a proposition by 
placing his what ought to be against what is. So many previ- 
ously declared impossibilities have become, notwithstanding the 
declaration that such was their character, possibilities, that all 
such talk is now deemed nugatory. Navigation by steam 
across the Atlantic is now to be seen, despite of Lardner, who 
said that it was an impossibility, Travelling by steam on rail- 
ways has made Stephenson immortal, and those who called hi'in 
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IMPOSamiLlTV" THE LAItGUAOK OF CONCEIT. 123 



X fool, fools. The priests' uf Galileo's days impossibility of the ci 
earth going round the sun, has been a possibility in nature from 
^K tbo beginning, and Is now become a pos^bility even to a child's 
^H nmderstanding. 

^H The " ought to be " argument will be legitimate, when the 

^H^propounder can assert with truth, " I know all tfie lama of the 

^H creation, and the thing proposed is in opposition to tliose laws;" 

^H but with all the uncertainty attached to the old system of medi- 

^H^eine, no one whose opinion is regarded will venture to asseit 

^H that he has this knowledge, even in reference to medicine. All 

^V 'enlightened men respond to the observations of Laplace, " Nous 

Dommes si loin de connaitre tous les agens tie la nature et leura 

divers modes d'fiction, qu'il serait peu philosophi<iue de nier les 

ph4nom^nes, uniquement parcequ'ils sont inexplicables dans 

IlYtat actuel de nos connaissances." 
This " ought-to-be" state of mind, and the reasoning founded 
thereon, are the companions of bigots only. It shows a self- 
esteem which no man of science will, though fools may, tolerate. 
The man of scitnce asks, in reference to any fact brought before 
his view, la it i and seeks the proof; and science guides him 
in the selection of the means probative. If then it is asked of 
the homceopatbist, in the philosophic spirit and a kindly manner, 
Do you mean to assert that you cure diaeaaea with medicines in 
these MINUTE dosea, preacribed in obedience to the honuBopathia 
law ? be answers. He does : and even in this country, evidences 
derived from thmtsanda* of patients, who have been treated and 
cured by homoeopathic means, are tangible. 

These patients to whom reference is made, get well, What 
L is the inference ? What is the inference by the allopathist when 
' faifi patients get well ? 

The allopathist is called to a patient with typhus fever ; he 
L, prescribes certain medicines for that patient; the patient gets 
what is his conclusion— his se^itur ? The medidnea 
mred him, 

, The homcBopathist is called to a case of typhus fever; ha 
s homceopathic remedies, and in minute doses, to his patient ; 
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MEDICINES GIVEN, CURES FOLLOW. 



CUaI', XI. tlie patient j^ts well; what is bis conclusion — his sequitur ^ 
Wliat the allopathist's was — the medicines cured him. 

No, say the allopathists, this is a nonsequitur. But why is 
the cure a sequitur in the allopathist's case, and a nortr^eqwitwr 
in the homos opathist's 'i The former prescribes medicines with 
some fixed object in view ; he gains that object, and he betieTes 
that the object is gained by means of the medicines he prescribed : 
this he infers, because there was in his mind, in prescribing such 
medicines, a fixed relationship between the object to be gained, 
and the means to gain it. Well, the homeopathist prescribes a 
medicine, with a certain object in view ; he gains that object, 
and believes the object is gained by means of the medicine he 
prescribed ; and this he inters, because there was, in Ms mind, 
in prescribing such medicine, a relationship between the object 
to be gained and the means to gain it. 

And mark, how much more ground of certainty the homcD- 
opathist has that the medicines given by him do gain the object, 
than the allopathist has in reference to bis medicines, and the 
object he has in view. The homccopathist prescribes the medi- 
cine, on the ground that it has the power of producing sjnnp- 
toms similar to those exhibited in his patient. The allopathist 
has no such rule. The homceopatbist has a fixed rule to guide 
bim in the choice of means, and thus he is enabled to ascertain 
I'xaetly how far those have corresponded to a given expectation ; 
be has, to requote Leibig's words, " a question clearly and defi- 
nitely put," and the reward gained is, that it is " clearly an- 
swered," 

But if the allopathist judges from his results that the means 
brought them about because there was a pre-existing relation- 
ship in his mind between such results and the means to attain 
them, how much more certain can the bomffiopathist be that his 
conclusion as to the results obtained by him are really such. 
The allopathist gives many medicines, and uses many means at 
the same time. Tlie homoeopathist uses only one medicine at a 
time. If one source of fallacy exist in reference to his experi- 
ment, many exist in reference to the allopathist's. 

But the bomcDopathist is not at all in a hurrj' to get at a con- 
clusion. He fenows, perhaps better than tho^c who attett to 
desj)ise liim, that though causation must cometntl (^coincidence, 
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coincidence is not always causatJou. He knows that coincidenre, CHA!^ 
to indicate causation, must be universal ; in tact, he has learned 
what has been so well expressed by the most talented of phy- 
siologists, " the discernment of itnivebsal cossesios asd 
COKTisuiTY amounts to the discoverj' of truth." " 

' The natural philosopher," Liebig informs lis. " endeavours 
1 ascertain the conditions of a given phenomenon." The homte- 
iiist recognizes this as a truth : he gives a remedy to gain a 
llTen eflect : he realizes that efFtct, which is health ; and he 
the conditions. Thus; he gives, in true scarlatina, 
tot in ail levers with scarlet eruption,) bvUndonna : he cures. 
Be repeats this over and over again, and similar is the result. 
I had phenomena — namely, fei-erisb heat, scarlet redness of 
Pskin, enlarged tonsillar and other glands. &c. ; he j^ves bella- 
donna — ^the feverish heat ceases, the scarlet redness disappears, 
the tonsils return to their natural shape and size. These con- 
stitute another series of phenomena. He asks the condition 
linking these phenomena ; and he finds it to be this — the atlmi- 
nistration of a body that has the power of producing in a healthy 
person phenomena presented in the first series of phenomena. 
Take another case. The homreopathic physician has a case 
t dysentery. He finds the phenomena to be similar to those 
ich corroeive KublinxaU produces, when a person is poisoned 
y it ; he gives the quadrillionth part of a grain of this medicine, 
) cures. Here, again, are two sets of phenomena. He 
teeks the condition connecting them, and finds it to be corrosive 
Alimate, Every homceopathist has cured numerous cases of 
'■ worst forms of dysentery by corrosive sublimate in these 
inute doses. 
I Again, the homceopathic physician is called to a case of 
•angurtf. The patient passes bloody urine, half a spoonful to 
a spoonful, every two to three minutes, with agonizing pain, 
sometimes making ineffectual, but dreadfiilly p;iinfial tfforts. 
The physician gives the millionth part of a drop of the cantkaris 
solution, prepared according to the homceopathic fbnnula, and 
the water passes freely without pain in the course of a few 
hours. Numerous cases of this nature occur — the writer Iius 
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CHAP. XL known such results, when the agony has been ao great, that a 
strong-minded man has told his attendants to remove his razors, 
and has begged, on his aiTival in the chamber, to give him soniu 
narcotic to kill him. The writer gave him canlharis, and cured 
him. 

It would be presenting an incomplete view of the action of 
infinitesimal quantities, if reference was not made to a physical 
fact, in connexion with the action of these quantities, 

Murray, in his Materia Afedica, referring to some experi- 
ments in connexion with narcotic poisons, remarks (pa^ 60, 
Cth edition): — 

" The medicines belonging to this elaaa act primarily upon 
the stomach, whence tlieir action is propagated by nervous 
communication to the rest of the system. That they do not 
act by being received into the blood is evident from the fact, 
that their effects are apparent in general in a short time after 
they have been swallowed ; and it has been found on dissection 
immediately after these effects have appeared, that the whole of 
the quantity administered has remained in the stomach undia- 
aolvedj" 

If the whole quantity remained in the stomach undissolved, 
it is certain that in the experiment, supposing only a grain of 
opium was used, the part acting on the nerves of the stomach 
was only the superpcies of the mass, and not the whole grain ; 
and yet the points of this small surface produce the most dele- 
terious effects. 

If, then, a grain of opium is extended, and so infinitesimally 
divided, that its superficies is enlarged, say a million times, is it 
not probable that a millionth part of a grain, pi'esetiting as large 
an action superficies as that presented in the grain, will act 
quite as efficiently ? 

Some experiments of Sir Benjamin Brodie and of others show 
that the introduction of a narcotic into a wound produces an 
instantaneous effect. The wounded surface is an absorbing sur- 
face, and hence the rapidity of the eflect. Is it not likely, that 
by bringing medicines into a state of infinitesimal division, i 
which state they are in a condition most favourable for actinj 
" being taken up by the minute absorbing vessels, they will then 
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AS INPINITESIMAI, QUANTITY IS A QUANTITY. 127 



produce an infinitely greater effect on the system, than if not so CIIAP. I 
infiniteiiimiUly divided ? 

An infinitesimal quantity is a quantity. 

The unphilosophicneas of doubting the efficacy of an infini- 
tesimal quantity of medicine, viewed as nothing, is thus cogently 
exhibited by Hahnemann ; — 

" Methinks I hear vulgar stolidity croak from out the quag- 
mire of its thou sand -year- old prejudices; 'Ha! ha! ha! A 
quadrilliouth ! Why, that's nothing at all t ' 

" How so ? The smallest possible portion of a substance, is 
it not an integral part of the whole ? Were it to be divided and 
redivided even to the limits of infinity, would not there still 
remain eomethin^, — something substantial, — a part of the whole, 
let it be ever so minute ? What man in his senses would deny it ? 

" And if this (a quadrilliouth, quintilliontb. octillionth, decil- 
lionth) be in reality an integral part of the divided substance, 
which no man in his senses can doubt, why should this minute 
portion, as it is certainly something, be inactive, while the whole 
acted with such violence ? " 

As the conclusion of the views developed in this and the pre- 
ceding chapter, it may be stated, if disease can be produced by 
infinitesimal quantities, it is not beyond the bounds of sound 
reasoning to infer that it is probable, that diseased states may 
be cured by medicines in infinitesimal quantities. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



Objections to komceopathy, — Tlie difference of character of these 
objectioTis. — The objection that di^t cures. — Tlie dishonesty 
in tfda objection. — The power of diet. — Benefunal effects, 
arising from abstinence from physic, ascribed to diet. — 
Objection second, Imagination cures. — Interesting facta 
shmoing the power of imagination. — The fallacy of thin 



fiUfiP. XII. To homteopathy, like to every thing uew, objeL'tions liiive 



To this m^ing of well-founded objections there can exist no 
objection. The only point of objection to objections is, when 
the objections urged are those, which, if the olijcctor had taken 
the least trouble to inquire, lie would have found either not to 
be objections, or to be only such as the parties objecting have 
manufactured to stay the progress of a truth, that may interfere 
with their error. 

Unfortunately objections of the former kind are the most fre- 
quently made, and for this simple reason, that the objectors, who 
make such objections, find it a great trouble and a great sacri- 
fice to make a right use of their faculties i^ investigating, fairly 
and sufficiently, the subject objected to ; and thus tax otiiers with 
the objections referred to, the products, it may he. of their lazi- 
nes ; or, may be, of their conceit, that they, without the proper 
consideration, are qualified to put forth dicta on a subject which 
they have not investigated. 
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To the objections of the latter kind, the one remark to be CU\P, 
made is, they are the products of dishonesty, and, as such, pre- 
sent a humiliating exhibition of intellect debased. 

It seems quite proper and necessary, that every new system 
shonid be objected to : and the very fact, that the system pre- 
viously in existence has, during its existence, collected around 
itself numerous interests, is quite sufficient to explain why any 
new comer must be met by attacks from the parties, whose 
iterests will be interfered with. It is said by naturalists, that 
lin animals are always obliged to Jiffht their way into any 

impany into which they wish to enter, and a successful contest 

the evidence of their election. So it is with any newly disco- 
vered truth, or newly invented system : it is attacked, and if 
strong in truth, the attack will bring out its strength, and will 
thus establish it on a basis, firmer than it would otherwise, it is 
likely, for some time, have attauicd. Knowing too, as Milton 
says, " That truth, in her contest with error, in a fair and open 
field, can never be put to the worse," these very attacks may be 
regarded, by the advocates of man's progress, as even useful in 
bringing truth prominently before the pubhc mind, which is 
induced to interest itself in the matter by the excitement con- 
nected witli the contemplation of the contest. 

Holding these views, the homceopathist does not at all despise 
the objections urged against his system : he is not angry at the 
objectors ; but has always called to his mind, on liearing the 
objections of the disease-concealing antipathist, and the disease- 
producing allopatbist, the old adage, " They, who live in glass 
bouses, shonid not throw stones :" or, if they do throw, they 
should, as Isaac Walton says, referring to using small fish as 

it to catch other fish, and giving directions how to put the 
through the jaws of the bait, " Do it kindly," 
may be well therefore to consider the objections against 
iceopathy, whether urged kindly or unkindly, honestly or 
Lonestly ; they are objections, and that is, on the present oc- 
ion, their recommendation to notice. 

i objection moat frequently urged is. The diet curea the 
ntient. 
The opponents of Homteopathy allow that pntients, whose (lis- 
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I. eases have resisted all other treatment, whether antipathic, allo- 
pathic, or both, do get well under homcEopathic treatment. This 
is something to grant : they even grant, that, in chronic diseases, 
some most wonderful cures have been effected ; but, say they, it 
is not the medicinal treatment ; it is the dietetic treatmeut, to 
which the cure is to be ascribed. 

What then is the dietetic treatment ? To detail the diet 
recommended may be useful, as showing how fer the statement, 
that the diet is the curative agent, is justified. 

First of all stands beef; next comes mutton : then come fishes 
that are not oily : following these are fowls : game ; potatoes, 
peas, French beans, brocoh : ripe and sound fruit : bread, buth 
ter, cheese not rotten, &c. 

Wine is allowed if the person has been habituated to it. The 
articles to be avoided are bacon, pork, veal, that is, meat spoiled 
It/ the metliod of killiwi, and by being killed too soon, young 
meat; beer, being drug^d ; pickles; 'cofiee altogether ; "tea, if 
possible, (using cocoa, the most nutritious article for drink,) 
spicea, strong-flavoured foods. 

This is not the starvation diet of modem times, and is that 
many would not much regret to have each day. 

But the allopatliist and the antipathist objectors place them- 
selves in rather a disgraceM position by this ailment they use, 
in referring to the diet as sole cause of cure : because, if diet will 
cure, why then do they not, as honest men, give up physic, and, 
instead of inundating people therewith for the cure of chronic 
diseases, order them the homceopatbic diet, and give no medi- 
cine. That would not pay : but surely these people must write 
themselves down as rogues, if, after declaring, that cases of chro- 
nic disease, which have resisted all other modes of treatment, 
have got well under the homceopatbic mode, and after declaring, 
in addition, that the cures, when thus made, have been effected 
by diet, they still persist in giving patients physic, and, at the 
same time, put forth, according to their argument, the &,lsehood, 
that physic used by them effects the cure. 



• For Uio KMOiis why tea and coffeo are forbiJJon to patienta nndor hoinocopnlliic 
treatment, sec vol. iil, and vol, iv. of " The Jouninl of Health and Diaoiixe and 
Monthlj Jounial of HomoDopatliy." 
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If they believe that diet is the cause of cure, they are pillagers CtUi 
of their patients, if contiauing to give PHYSIC : if they believe ' 
that it is not diet that t-ures, but feel that there is virtue in ho- 
mceopathic medicines, to prevent the aeknowledgment of which 
they use the diet argument, their character is of a still baser de- 
scription, inasmuch as they want the daring boldness of those 
who believe that diet cures, and yet give j)hysic. 

These men place themselves in a dilemma, on the one or the 
other of the horns of which they must ride, and on either horn 
is written " rogue." 

But it must be clear that it is not diet that cures diseases. 
Patients can take the diet named, and yet do not get cured. 
How many persons have dieted themselves, (liking diet better 
than physic,) with the greatest care, and have not been cured ; 
their diseases, indeed, have progressed. Diet is to nourUh the 
body in health, not cure the body in disease. 

The homceopathist knows, that, though diet will not cure dis- 
ease, improper diet will inter/ere with tfie cure of disease : the 
lomceopathist therefore strives to gain, in reference to diet, that 
impediment shall be presented by the diet used to the efficacy 
I of the means, which he uses. 

Thus far he trusts to diet, no farther: he knows that all 

I articles of diet, except those which are purely nutritious, have a 

I medicinal character. Tliese articles liaving properties in addi- 

I'tion to their nntritive, be knows tend to kee]) up disease ; and 

fSf not keeping up disease, prevent the fiiU effect of the homce- 

V(q)athic remedy or remedies. On these grounds, and not on any 

nirative power possessed by diet, do homteopathists enforce the 

adoption in chronic diseases, not of water-gruel diet, not of a 

starvation diet, but of a good, wholesome, nutritious diet. 

Diet is a subject much misunderstood, and concerning which 
the greatest discrepancy of opinion, even among medical men, 
prevails. Even among bomceopathists much ignorance exists.* 

The enlightened homceopathist does pay, as he is bound to 
pay, rigid attention to diet ; and because he does pay this proper 
attention, this his attention is made the ground of an attempt to 
rob him of his credit as a curer of disease. 
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DIET, IS IT OR 18 IT NOT IMPORTAXT ? 



[. In tact, the question ou{;lit to be plainly put. Is diet impor- 
tant, or is it not ? All acknowledge that diet must be attended 
to. Does the liomceopathist pay more attention to diet than it 
deserves ? The opponents cannot say that he does, because, if 
by this attention cures of disease are effected (as they assert), to 
assert tliat he pays too much attention, is to assert that it is an 
injurious thing to cure disease. The attention to diet by homcB- 
opathists is not with the view of curing disease, but with the 
view of preventing any interference with the medicines which 
they use for the cure of disease. Surely, if it indicate skill in a 
man running a race, to throw aside all incumbrances, it ought 
not to be charged, as it is, as a crime to the homoeopathist that 
he, in the race for health, should avoid all matters that may 
interfere with him in running that race. 

The only excuse that can with any reason be urged as miti- 
gating the opprobrimn, connected with the unjustness and the 
viiTilenee of the attack upon homeeopathy, through the diet 
argument, is the fact, that so injurious are the effects, produced 
by the antipathist's and the allopathist's medicines upon their 
patients, that the patients so rapidly improve when desisting 
therofrom, and •using onhi diet, that the power of diet seems 
almost all-potent: whereas the benefit experienced results not 
from the power of diet, but from the cessation of the injlic- 
tion of injury, by ceasing from the destructive medicinal agents. 
The patient, now not injured, gets well rapidly : the medical 
attendants lift up their hands, and exclaim, " See what diet 
will do." They should sap what the patients think, " See what 
desisting from physic will do." 

Halinemann, who notes every thing well, thus remarks :— 
" Often (the tiiought is saddening !) patients recover as by a 
miracle, when the multitude of anxiously changed and often 
repeated nauseous drugs prescribed by the physician is either 
openly or clandestinely discontinued. For fear of giving offence 
the patient frequently conceals what he has dune, and appears 
before the public as if he had been cured by his physician. In 
numerous instances many a ])rostrate patient has effected a mi- 
raculous cure upon himself by not only refusing the physician's 
medicine, but by transgressing his artificial and mischievous 
system of diet in obedience to his own caprice, which is in this 



;his j 



nOM(EOrATUY OPPOSED TO POPULAR LIKISGS. 133 



1 



I instance an imperious instinct impelling Mm to comiAt all sorts CHAJ 
I of dietic paradoxes. Pork, sauerkraut, potato-salad, herring, 
Loysters, eggs, pastry, brandy, wine, puneh. coffeo, and other 
Ithings, most strongly prohibited by the physician, have effected 
l.the most rapid cure of disease in patients, who, to all appearance, 
I wo\ild have hastened to their grave had they submitted to tho 
I system of diet prescribed by the schools.'' 

It may be supposed, charitably supposed, that they do not 
e it in this light, and beholding such wonJors arise under diet 
1 reference to t/ieir own patients, they think that diet cures 
chronic diseases, placed under the homceopatliic physician's care, 
though, under their care, with all their dietings, these very 
diseases were so intractable. 

But diet cannot explain the efficacy of homccopathic treat- 
I ment. Many, when they begin the homceopathic treatment, 
I cannot take the homteopathie diet. They have no appetite to 
I take even those articles of food that homieopathy allows. In other 
I Cases it liapi>en8, that though they have the appetite, yet such 
Tare the inconvenience and the pain resulting from the use of 
I those articles of diet allowed in homteopathic treatment, that 
I they dare not take even these articles. Yet, a short time after 
I they liave l>een under homojopatlijc treatment, the appetite 
L recurs, so that they are able to adopt the homteopatliic diet ; 
L Biitd fiirther, these articles of diet, which produced pain and im- 
ft«asines3 in the stomach, cease to produce pain and uneasiness. 

How often do patients, when first coming under homceopathic 

F treatment, say they cannot take cocoa ; it always disagrees with 

r them. In a few days, after taking the appropriate homceopathic 

medicine, they find that tliey can take and digest and enjoy 

cocoa. 

How could these results happen if diet was the cause of cure ? 

In connexion with the subject of diet, which has been so 

I harped upon as being the basis of the successfulness of the 

I " quackery" of homceopathy, it is interesting to remark, that in 

xion with this diet, the strongest antipodal point to homte- 

I opathy being a quackery stands forth, 

Quackery sides with popular prejudice and likings. What, it 
I may be asked, are the mass of the British public fonder of than 
and yet the homccopathist eondemua tea and forbids its 
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I, use by those under homceopatliie treatment. Surely, if homceo- 
pathy were a quackery, and homceopatldstB were quacks, they 
would not injure their progress by running their directions into 
the very teeth of a popular liking. In fact, numerous persons 
have been a long time kept from adopting homffiopathy, and de- 
riving the benefits thence resulting, by a dislike to the absti- 
nences enjoined by the homa?patliic rules, more especially by the 
abstinence from tea. 

How easy would it be for homceopathists, if they were not 
men who have bowed before the majesty of science, to allow 
their patients, as the old-system practitioners do to their pa- 
tients, to have tea, and other articles of diet which the patients 
like? 



Di-iven from diet, the objectors fly to some other cause of 
cure, the bomteopatluc treatment being out of the question. 
They next assert, when diet cannot reach the point, it is the 
IMAGINATION that cures. 

It is allowed that imagination is indeed a powerful agent: 
it will esplain many cures. 

Most have heard of the wonderful cure effected, a few years 
since, upon a nun at Chelmsford, by Prince Hohenlohe. She 
had a disease of the arm, which had baffled the skill of her 
medical attendants. It was agreed, that, at a particular day, on 
a particular hour, Prince Hohenlohe should pray for her, his 
prayers being accompanied, at the same hour, by prayera in 
every convent in the European world ; and also at the nunneiy 
where the young lady resided, near Chelmsford, 

Conceive the effect of all this upon the mind of one, who, to 
hecffme a mm, nmst lie an enthusiast, (the term is not used in a 
condemnatory sense.) The excitement produced would have a 
most powerful effect upon the body, and the result was, that a 
new action of the life-power was induced, and the patient was 
cured at or about the time, when the Prince had promised to be 
engaged in prayer for her, 

A case related by Dr. Beddoes is a good illustration of the 
power of ima^nation : — 

"A singular but instructive instance fell under the obsei-vatiun 
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of Sir Humphrey Davy, when, early in life, he was assisting 
Dr. Beddoes in his experiments on the inhalation of nitrous 
oxyde. Dr. Beddoes having inferred that the oxyde must he a 
specific for palsy, a patient was selected for trial, and placed 
under the care of Davy. Previously to administering the gas, 
Davy inserted a small thermometer under the tongue of the 
patient to ascertain the temperature. The paralytic man, 
wholly ignorant of the process to which he was to suhmit, but 
deeply impressed by Dr. Beddoes, with the certainty of its suc- 
cess, no sooner felt the thermometer between his teeth than he 
concluded the talisman was in ojieration, and, in a hurst of en- 
thusiasm, declared that he had already experienced the effects 
of its benign influence throughout his whole body. The oppor- 
tunity was too tempting to be lost. Davy did nothing more, 
hut desired his patient to return on the follomng day. The 
same ceremony was repeated, the same result followed ; and 
at the end of a fortnight he was diamissed cured, no remedy 

any kind, except the thermometer, having ever been used." — 
zVa Life of Oavy, p. 51. 

Dr., James Gregory, in his Lectures on the Practice of Medi- 
used to relate the following anecdote : — 

One of the students of the University, labouring under fever, 
being sleepless, Dr, Gregory said to him, that he would 

.er him an opiate to he taken at bed time. The patient, not 

.ring well, thought Dr. Gregoiy said, a "purgative." Next 
loming Dr. Gregory visited him, and asked him what the ano- 
dyne had done tor him? "Anodyne!" replied the astonished 
patient, " I understood it was a purgative, and a very active one 
it has proved, I have had four copious stools, and feel myself 
much relieved." 

The following experiment, in reference to the contagiousness 
of Asiatic cholera, exhibits the power of imagination : — 

The Emperor of Kussia oi-dered some criminals to be placed 
in beds in which some persons had died of the cholera ; they 
slept in these beds, but did not experience any effects; they 
were then told, that as their lives were forfeited, they should be 
allowed the following chance of deliverance -. they should sleep 

beds where persons having had the cholera had died. If they 

ire not aifected. they should be set at liberty. They were then 
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CHAP, xn. pnt into beds -where no one had died with the cholera ; they 
slept in the beds, and became victims to the disease* 

The following interesting fa«?t is strikingly illustrative of the 
power of imagination both in producing and in curing disease : — 
A little girl, while engaged in needlework, dropped her needle : 
search was made, but the needle could nowhere be found. A 
younger sister, aged seven years, assisted in the search. The 
elder sister suddenly exclaimed, laughing and pointing to the 
little one, " I think my needle is in Fanny's leg." The child so 
simply believed the statement of her sister, that it took complete 
possession of her, and while her mother and sister had nearly 
forgotten the circumstance, she was continually thinking about 
it, as of some dreadfiil calamity having befallen her. In a short 
time a change became evident in her ; her appetite gradually 
fiiiled ; she was silent, and dull, and seemed to be wasting away. 
After much anxiety experienced on her behalf, and much consi- 
deration of the subject, her parents resolved to consult a phy- 
sician. To this gentleman a faithful picture of the child's state 
was presented, not omitting the coincidence of her illness having 
originated immediately after the little incident connected with 
the needle. The physician, after having heard every paiidcular 
and considered for some time, gave it as his opinion that the 
terror which the child had experienced when told by her sister 
that the missing needle was in her leg, acting on a too timid 
and delicate nature, had been the cause of those painful results 
which they witnessed : and added, that he knew of but one 
remedy to meet the case, viz., to convince the child that the 
needle had been found. Acting on the philosophic advice of 
this gentleman, the mother shortly after came into the room 
where her cliild was, and with much gravity and expressing 
considerable satisfastion, announced to her that the needle which 
her sister had lost had at length been discovered. To give 



* This, though showing tho poncr of the imagiiintioa, it not altogether ooncluaiTe. 
The well-trained reasoner nt onco reco^izes a, souroe of fsilaoy in the expcriMent ; 
nnmply, that as the men had at first alopt in beds where cholera patients had died, 
thej might have been influtnceil therehy. and the frtght cansed the develnpmcnt of 
the morbifio influence already received. So difficult in it to make unobjeetionable 
medical expefimcnts. 
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lore semlilaiice of reality to her statement, she produced the CIIAI*. 
eedle. The child again simply believed. The effect was in- 
stantaneously beneficial, and fi'oin that time she gradually made 
the same steady progress on tlie road to health, as before she 
had gradually pined away. 

These facts prove that imagination has a great power ; but 
it does not prove that imagination is the eurer of diseases ; it 
proves that the mind is the lord over the body; sufficient 
power, in some eases, either to give siieh a direction to, and eitch 
a unburdening of, the vital power, that it gains, as it were, an 
opportunity of restoring the organ or organs diseased to its or 
their natural state, or it removes the state, which gave origin 
to the diseased condition. 

These facts convince, that, in curing diseases, the mind must 
be taken into eonsideration. A physician is bound to endeavour 
to gain the sympathies of his patients. He should be a kind, a 
feeling, a philosophic man ; for of this there cannot be a doubt, I 

that, take two physicians of equal talent, the one kind and sym- I 

pathizing, the other harsh and repulsive, the former will the more I 

quickly and beneficially, even vrith the same medicines, effect f 

cures than the latter. 

To the imagination, then, the allopathiM docs not ascribe his 
cures : oh no ! to his skill they are to be ascribed ; but the cures 
which the homtcopathist makes of patients, who to the aUopa- 
thist were incurable, are all the effects of imagination. " Indeed, 
thou'rt kind." 

Another form which this argument takes is, it is faith tiiat 
CUBES, Well, if it is faith, the counter statement may be made, 
why do not the antipathist and the allopathist trust to faith with 
their patients ? Faith will surely cure their patients as well as 
the patients of the homos opathists. But perhaps they feel their 
system is so uncertain, that they cannot have faith ; and it is a 
truth in mental emotions, that, to make others feel, we ourselves 
^^inust feel ; and therefore their faith in their own system being I 

^^^■flocertain, the faith they can excite in their patients is propor- J 

^^Hpnably weak. I 

^^Ht However, imagination and tsXth are both valuable auxiliaries ; ^ 

^^^ftey are to be hailed ; their assistance is to be sought ; the ho- ] 

^^^Rceopatbist knows that man as a man is a mind being, and j 
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CHAP. XII, imagination and faith being both powerfiilly operative mental 
states, he feels that, to use these properly, is a most important 
means in the cure of disease. 

But, while all these effects are allowed to mind, it is to be 
remembered, that homreopatliic medicines will cure, if not per- 
haps in spite of imagination and of faith, at least without ima- 
^nation and faith. 

Group is a disease where imagination and faith have very little 
time for action ; and this disease often occurs in children* 
too young to have imagination and faith curatively active, but 
croup can be cured, in most cases, by less than the millionth 
part of a grain of aconite and of sponge, or hepar sulphuris. 

Infiam^nation of the lungs is a disease common to infants, and 
tills disease is cured by aconite and tartar emetic, or bryonia, or 
phosphorus, (according to the symptoms,) in less than a mil- 
lionth part of a grain doses : where then is imagination in this 
case ? As Dr. Okie well remarks, " infants can have no know- 
ledge of the rival systems of allopathy and homoeopathy." 

But imagination aud faith do not cure even in adults ; not when 
aided by the most perfect confidence in the medical attendant. 

Look at pulmonary consumption. What is the strongest 
mental feature in the disease ? Is it not this ? That the 
patient always hopes, expects to get well ; but does this stay 
the progress of the disease ? Does this ari-est the night sweat, 
the hectic dush, the irritating and exhausting cough, the rapidly 
progressing emaciation ? 

In fact, people have (rften faith in homreopathy, that they will 
be cured by homoeopathic treatment, when the homa!opathic 
practitioner knows that no cure can be effected. But faith 
does not alter the condition. 

• The writer treatB his horses, when they are iil, by medicinos preBcribed bonME- 
Opathloaiiy in iofiniE^siioal dosfls, and be liafi nCFCr loat a horao ; and eonaidering 
that his horses hayo to go ont in all waathsra and haTO to wait in the streets, Oiis is 
no slight recommendatory oviden 00 of the power of homcEopatliio treatment. Indeed, 
evor sliim tho writer has been a homcenpathiat, he has nerer had to obtain the advioB 
of a veterinary practitioner. See Appendix, " Treatment of Aniumls." 

A member of the English Homraopatliia Association, Peter Stuart, Esq., has had 
Biicli auccess in the treatment of the pulmonary disoasc in oowb, that ho has been 
haraSMHl by the applioations, from all parts of tlio eountrj, for modioinoa whieb nre 
homceopatliio and ndroinislered in inflnitHBimal quantities, — Sec Ai)pcndix, ditto. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



u olijectional argument, " Nature does it all,'" refuted.— 
auggesti<m, "Imitate nature" considered,— Injuries by nc 
— Consumption. — Asiatic Cholera, — The absurdity of the 
allopaihist's preletice to imitate nature,— Quotation from 
Hahnemann. — Fable of Gellert, the blind ami the lame man. 
— The difference between tlie usefulness of t/te symptoms of 
disease and the salutarinesB.- — Mealing of wounds. — I}ia- 
tinctiun between an injured part atid a diseased part. 




The inefficiency of the feith and the imagination argument, CHAP,: 
as explanatory of the" cures eifected under homceopathic treat- 
ment, having been demonstrated by the facts, tliat infants and 
animals are cured by homceopatbic remedies in iniinitesimal 
quantities, the opponents of homeopathy are driven to seek 
some other argument to enable them to avoid the force of the 
answer, derived from the action of these medicines in infinitesi- 
mal doses on beings, in whom the imagination not existing, 
could not have esercised any curative activity. 

The argument, under this dif&culty, devised with the view of 
explaining the cures, is, natl'RE doeb it all; medicines are 
only placeboes ; all that is effected, nature effects. They put 
their views thus : We will allow, say the objectors, that diet 
does not do all ; mind does not do all ; but physio helps by 
ehuating the patient into a belief that we are doing something for 
him, and, in the mean time, natin-e, that mysterious power, effect? j 
her glorious purposes, and restores to health. 

But this, like all arguments that are not founded on truth, 
proves too much, for at once it su^ests the fact, that bleedings, 
lecehings, blisterings, purgings. vomitings, mustard poulticings. 
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CUAP.XIII. are not very innocent placeboes; and yet all these the allopa- 
tMsts, who put forward this argument, (that nature does it all,) 
to nullify the cures effected by homceopathy, continually use. 
Surely, if these aiders, that nature does it all, were sincere in 
their belief, they, as conscientious men, could not use such de- 
structive means ; but they do not, it is to be feared, believe what 
they assert. 

They are fond of using another phrase : they say, " Imitatb 
Natdhe." To all well constituted minds this phrase has great 
captivations ; but, in using this phrase in reference to the steps 
the allopathists pursue in the treatment of disease, they beg the 
whole question, namely, in what consists the imitation of nature. 

If they are asked what is the imitation of nature, there is no 
agreement between them. In fact, the best and the only imita- 
tion of nature is to follow the law which the Author of nature 
has appointed to regulate the action of medicines in the cure of 
disease, namely, the law " similia similibus eurantur." 

Truly each allopathiat professes he is imitating nature, and 
yet, as has been shown, each one condemns his neighbour's pro- 
ceedings. 

Indeed the imitation of nature is not always good ; nature is 
in fiict very destructive in her efforts. 

What then is this nature ? All that is known about this 
nature is, that it is life, acting through certain parts of the body, 
called organs, and, as was explained, producing, when the organs 
are in a natural state, hannonizing manifestations, or health, 
when not in their natural state, disturbed manifeatatiotis, or 
dibeask. 

The disease itself though it is life struggling for health, is a 
destructive attempt of nature : that is, nature, in the attempt to 
restore health, often destroys the constitution. Indeed, the life 
often destroys the life in the eflbrts made to restore health. 

Take consumption. In consumption, the free action of thu 
lungs is prevented. With the respiratory system of the lungs, 
the perspiratory system of the skin is intimately connected. 
Hence in consumpiion, the liie-power often tries to relieve, by 
producing copious sweating, the oppression of the respiratory 
process. 'ITie patient is relieved by the copious ssvcating ; but, 
this very relief is attended with a rapid weakening and emacia- 
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tion. Relief ceases to be afforded by this, and, at last, the life- CHAP.] 
power directs action to the boweh, and constitutes a violent 
diarrhaea. The patient feels the breatliing better during the 
continuance of the purging, but this, at last, so exhausts the 
powers of the system, that means are obliged to be used to stop 
the violent diarrhasa. tiaving stayed the discliarge from the 
bowels, the skin again acts : copious sweating again takes place : 
and thus, interchanges of life's action take place, until life ex- 
hausts itself in the struggle. 

The people of this country have had, during the last few 
^—months, some sad illustrations of the fatal effect* of the so-called 
^■■ksiatic cholera. 

^^ft Dr. Foote, in his valuable inaugural dissertation, "De Cholera 
^^^pidica," published in 1825, stated that in the most severe cases 
^^^mie cholera produces death without purging, vomiting, or 
^^■cramps, the patient collapses at once and dies soporose. 
^* The usual progress of the disease is to produce violent purging 
and vomiting, cramps, exhaustion, and death ; and there can 
exist but little doubt that these phenomena are the efibrts of 
nature to obviate the noxious effect of the noxious miasm exer- 
cising its destnictive power on the constitution. But will any 
one maintain that these destructive purgings and vomitings and 
cramps, these efforts of nature, are objects worthy of imitation ? 
In feet, disease is a struggle of nature to recover health, and 
sometimes the struggle goes through successfully ; but, in nine 
^■JQases out of ten, nature, unaided, sinks: and yet, professedly wise 
^^hersons argue, that, because, in the one case in the ten she 
^HSttruggles successfully, she must be left alone in the nine : because 
of ten men that cannot swim, who fall into the water, one escapes, 
leave the other nine unaided to struggle for deliverance. 

Well has Hahnemann remarked : — " The Father of mankind 
willed not that we should simply apo the operations of nature ; 
he willed that we should do more than she, but in another me- 
thod, and with other means. To man it was not given to create 
a horse, but he can make a machine more powerfiil than a hun- 
dred horses, and more manageable too. He has allowed us to 
construct vessels in which, sheltered from the monsters of the 

E'p, the fury of hurricanes, and surrounded by all the comforts 
laud, we can circumnavigate the globe, which fish cannot do ; 
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lAP.Xin. lience his refusal to us of fins, gills, and swimming bladders, 

such as fishes possess. He has denied us the plumage of the 

condor, but he has pemiittcd us to discover the art of confining 
a buoyant gas, which cai-ries us silently through atmospheric 
regions, all unknown to its winged inhabitants. 

'■ So he does not allow us to employ mortification for the sepa- 
ration of a crushed and mangled limb, as the unaided animal 
organism would do ; but he puts the sharply swift dividing knite 
in our hands, moistened with oil by the hand of man, that we 
might do the work with less pain, less fever, and far less clanger 
of life. He allows us not to employ the so-called crisis for the 
cure of fevei*s as nature does ; we are not to imitate the critical 
sweats, critical urine, critical abscesses, and critical bleedings of 
the nose ; but, after patient search, we find the means of curing 
more rapidly, more surely, more easily, with much less pain, 
much less danger of life, and much less consequent suffering." 

Nature, in reference to the cure of disease, is blind ; man, by 
liimself, in reference to the cure of disease, is lame. A fiible book 
of Gellert gives the history of two men, who wanted to reach the 
same place; the one was blind; the other, lame. They discussed 
how they should reach the place. The blind man lamented 
that he could not see the way ; the lame man, that he could not 
walk the way. They consulted together, and the lame man sug- 
gested to the blind man to let him mount the blind man's back, 
and then he could guide the blind man to their mutual destina- 
tion. The blind man consented, and they both arrived in safety. 
A similar relationship, in reference to curing disease, exists 
between nature and the physician ; he, powerless in himself^ is 
powerful as the guide of nature. But it should ever be remem- 
bered, that it is not because the physician professes to guide 
nature, that he does do so : in fact, till Hahnemann discovered 
the law, no one knew what was the law by which nature is guid- 
ahle. The old-system practitioners have prattled long about 
guiding nature, but the majority of tliem justify, by their con- 
duct, the chai^ of Dr. Forbes, who states, " The old system of 
impertiTi^it interference with nature in all her ways being that 
still adhered to by many practitioners." 

The worst driver pulls most at the horse's mouth ; the well- 
trained horseman touches gently, but eflectually the rein. Tlie 
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allopathist works poor nature's mouth most diligently, and lie CUAP, 
calls it " active treatment," but dreadful indeed to nature is his 
guidance : it realizes the old adage '■ of setting a beggar a horse- 
back." 

This exposition of what nature do«s is the more necesssry, 
because in a work, issued by the English Homoeopathic Associa- 
tion, a great error has been given authority to in a paper, 
entitled " Action of Xature in Disease." In this paper, which 
ought to have been pubUshed with the author's name, as thus 
the views would have been represented as his, and not as 
those of the Association, is the following: — " Tlie theory of 
this (hommopathic) practice is, that all the actions which w-c 
terra " symptoms," and which are manifested during disease, are 
merely so many eatutary processes eel up by nature to remove 
some morbific cause, which is present in the system, and that, 
consequently, the great effort of the practitioner should be to 
aid these processes by administering such medicines as are 
found to stimulate to the performance of them."^ Appendix. 

The scientific homoeopathist does not hold the view that the 
symptoms are salutary processes set up by nature : he allows 
that the symptoms are indicative of processes, which are 
set up by nature, but so far from being salutary, they are ■ 
destructive. 

If the symptoms or the indications of disease, or, to use a i 

more common form of expression, if the effects of the disease 
are salutary processes, then the indications of health cannot be 
salutary processes : disease is life struggling in the wrong way ; 
and surely the processes in which this struggling takes place 
cannot be salutary. It would not be more unwise to call the 
inharmonious sounds of a broken ivind instniment, its salutary 
etlects ; or the dreadfiil manifestations of insanity, as the salu- 
tary effects of a deranged brain. 

It is true, that the symptoms are useful, as indicating the ex- 
istence of the diseased state, but a great diflerence exists between 
the being usefiil and the being salutary. If such a distinction 
did not exist, it might be ai^ued that the flames of a house 
burning form a salutary process to get rid of the fire in the 
house : they do get rid of the fire, by exhausting the burning 
materials of the house. The flames are useful, as leading the 
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UAP.XIII. inmates to escape, and as directing the firemen where to direct 
^^^ their fire-engines. 

^^L A hurricane sweeps over the earth : it uproots trees, destroys 

^^H corn-fields, overturns houses, and founders ships. These are, to 
^^^1 use language in relation to the subject under examination, the 
^^^B symptoms of its existence ; but surely, no one will declare that 
^^^1 the uprooting of trees, the destruction of corn-fields, the over- 
I^^V turning of houses, the foundering of ships, are salutary processes. 
It is true, that the ultimate result of the hurricane may be bene- 
ficial, in purifying the atmosphere ; but it would be ditfieult to 
I believe that the hurricane, in its destructive agencies, is salutar}'. 
There is a thunderstorm in the sky ; lying buried in it is an 
immense mass of electricity ; behold it moving towards yon 
house ; it strikes it, and there, in a moment, is a corpse. This 
process, set up by nature in order to get rid of the excess of elec- 
tricity in the sky, is surely, in passing it to the earth through the 
body of the man struck, not salutary ; though the result, namely, 
the equalization of the distribution of the electric fluid, is usefiil. 
It might as well be argued, that man in a violent passion is a 
salutary process, because passion is overruled for good : it may be 
useful, because the divine arrangements have ordained, " That 
the wrath of man shall praise Him, and the remainder of his 
wrath he shall restrain." 
The only way in which disease can he viewed properly, is to 
look at it as a deviation, as a manifestation of life working 
wrongly : and a working wrongly can never be estimated as a 
working salutarily. 
Still the symptoms, indicating the deviation, are usefiil. So, 
as already stated, are the phenomena of the hurricane ; so is the 
discharge of the thunder-cloud ; so is the gigantic water-spout. 
I Man, by discovering the laws which regulate the phenomena of 

I each, can, by applying these laws, prevent the injuries that 
would otherwise result ; by the marine barometer, man can, if at 
sea, furl up all his sails and put his ship in readiness for the 
indicated storm. By the electric rod of Franklin, he can convey 
down the electricity of the thunder-cloud silently into the earth, 
and prevent the destruction of property and of life. Equally 
well can he, by applying the despised homoeopathic law, cause 
the phenomena of disease to disappear silently; but not by 
, L ^ t 
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stiiimlatiiig iiiitui-L' to tlii; jH.Ttoi-iii.iuce of licr ili-struolivo ci 
fffttrts. 

The thinking homceopathist has nothing to do with these said- 
to-be salutary efforts of blind nature. He finds a storm in tlie 
huuian body, and he has (to keep np the previous comparison) 
to find out a remedy with a medical elettricity, having the power 
of producing similar phenomena to those exhibited by the elec- 
tricity of the disease, and by bringing the two into contact, to 
cause a mutual silent annihilation. He has to make life, work- 
ing wrongly, work rightly, and tliis he is enabled to effect by the 
application of the homceopathic law. 

It is urged by many, in justification of this statement of 
nature's process, " See how nature heals a wounded snriace." 

Dr. Macartney, after describing the modes which nature adopts 
to repair injuries done to the living animal machine, remarks :— 

■' In the treatment of wounds, therefore, the great object of 
the surgeon must be to prevent inflammation, and thereby secure 
reparation by any of the three first modes ; if he is succeasfiil 
ill this object, granulation and suppuration, which go together, 
will be obviated. The tbllowing simple rules seem to embrace 
all that is necessary to focihtate nature's operations ; — approxi- 
mate the edges of the wound gently, and without much traction 
(after having cleansed it and removed foreign bodies): use as 
few stitches as possible ; apply a pledget of cloth soaked in cold 
water, and bandage loosely ; inculcate absolute rest ; preserve 
the part cool and moist, by the assiduous changing of cloths 
ivruiig out of cold water, and applied over the bandage ; the part 
must not be allowed to become heated, so that for the first few 
days the cloths must be changed every two or three minutes, or 
a minute continuous stream must be directed on the part, by any 
of the simple processes recommended for the purpose. By the 
use of the cold water dressings, incised wounds heal immediately, 
and lacerated wounds detach sloughs, and are repaired by the 
modelling process without suppuration, at the same time pre- 
senting the most excellent cicatrix," • 

The results thus obtained seem to demonstrate that the 
processes by which such results are obtained, are salutary, and 

* On tlic Natural Ilhtory and Siinplu Truatuiont of Wounds. 
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3IIAP.XIII. that tlie symptoms, manifested during the reparation, are so 
many salutary processes set up by nature. It is hence inferred 
that the sjTnptoms presented in a disease are nothing but salu- 
tary efibrts set up in a similar way by the living, but diseased 
machine. Those who argue in this way confound two things 
that are distinct, namely, a part injured and a part diseased. A 
part injured is not of necessity a part diseased ; in fact, injuries 
generally affect persons in health. But when an injury adects a 
person who is diseased, and more especially when the part injured 
is diseased, this restorative operation of the parts does not take 
place, but, instead of healing, suppuration and often gangrene 
set in. 

It is not wonderfiil that the author of the paper already quoted, 
being unacquainted with medicine, should have made the mis- 
take ; but it is wonderful that, so far as the writer's knowledge 
extends, no medical writer had ever put forth this distinction, 
connected with the action of nature as a restorative power, 
between an injured healthy part and a diseased part ; for the 
whole force of the argument of the salutariness is founded upon 
the non-existence of any diiference between these two states ; 
whereas the argument has its whole force completely removed 
by the essential diftercnce between a diseased and a merely 
injured part. 

This distinction between an injured part and a diseased part 
affords an opportunity to meet an argument often ui^d in fevonr 
of allopathy ; this argument is founded upon the facta, that, 
when cold, man is led instinctively to warm himself ; when warm, 
to cool himself; when thirsty, to drink. These facts have been 
urged to justify the treatment of disease by contraries. But 
these facta have relation to modifications of the bodily state of a 
healthy man— they are not diseased states at all ; whereas, when 
a man has a frozen nose, that is, when the cold has produced 
such a series of changes that the healthy condition is altered, if 
he were to treat it allopathically, by applying warmth, he would 
lose his nose by mortification. 

It may be difficult sometimes to decide where the limit of 

^^^^ change is reached ; but of this no doubt can be entertained, that, 

^^^L in the cases referred to as justificatory of allopathy, the condi- 

^^^V tions are those not of a diseased part. 

Ll 
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In feet, the9e opponents of homoeopathy deny, by their prac- CIIAP.J 
tice, that nature doea it all. Do they leave diseases to nature ? 
Would they feel justified, either in their own consciences or at 
the bar of public opinion, to leave an attack of brain fever, of 
croup, of infiammation of the lungs, of inflammation of the 
bowels, to pursue its course without medical means ? But i 
they would not, why would they not, if nature does it all i 

Dr. Forbes has made the following statement : — 

" It is well known that a large proportion of the more scien- 
tific physicians of all ages have, in their old ape, abandoned 
much of the energetic and perturbing medication of their early 
practice, and trusted greatly to the remedial powers of nature. 
The saying of a highly respected and very learned physician of 
Edinburgh, still living at a very advanced age, very happily 
illustrates this point. On some one boasting before him, of the 
marvellous cures wrought by the small doses of the bomceopa- 
thists, he said, ' This was no peculiar cause for boasting, as he J 
himself had, for the last two years, been curing his patients witl 
even less — viz., with nothing at all ! ' " 

But it is to be doubted whether Dr. Forbes, or any one else, | 
follows the practice of doing nothing-^adopts this penance o 
giving no medicine — a penance forced upon this aged medical' ' 
sinner, by the remorse connected mth having so over-drugged, 
so over-medic ined his patients, in the greater part of his medical 
career. 

If, then, these objectors do not recognize in practice the force 
of their own objections against homosopathic cures, namely, that 
nature does it all, what right have they to ui^e this as an 
explanation of the cures effected under the homteopathie ays 
of treatment ? 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



OlijeclUm. Ilonveopalhy will not do in iCiTE cases, — Testimonii 
vf JM Fiirbee, of Mr. WiUle.^BesuUs uf the treatment 
of oiutlertt. — Alignrdity of tfte objection, — Abuse of homts- 
fypathy. — Objection, No acieruie in honifeopaUiy. — Objection^ 
Failing in the old si/stem practice komceopatkt/ ie embraced. 



lUr. XIV. Another objection against homceopathy is. That it may dn 
well in cilliONiC cases, but in auute citses it is sohmn trijling. 

• This olijoction la toimded only on conceit, It grows out of an 

uiiL'nliglit4.'Ued SL-If-catecni. It rests entirely upon the compla- 
eintly assumed syllogism — 
I Acute diseases requii-e medicines to be given in lai^ doses : 

In homosopathic treatment, medicines are given in infinitesimal 
I ilo^cs : Therefore homceopathie treatment cannot cure acute dis- 

I eases. In this syllogism the main proposition is assumed, and 
yet how numerous sire tlic [Ntrties. who think themselves shrewd 
Xiliilosophers wlien they put forth this assumption as a reality. 
These uttcrers are men of no mental training ; they are men 
who have not recognized the majesty of facts. The select men 
of the profession are less coneeitetl. Dr. Forbes writes thus : — 
"The tables of Dr, Fleisehraaim, physician to the homcEopatliie 
hospital at Vienna, substantiate this momentous fact, that all 
our ordinary curable diseases are cured In a fair proportion un- 
der the homoeopathic treatment. Not merely do we see thus 
tured all the lighter diseases, whether acute or chronic, which 
most men know to be readily susceptible of euiv under every 
variety of treatment, and under no treatment at all ; but even all 
the severer and more dangerous diseases, ivliieh most physieiuiis. 
I 
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of iviiatc'\'ci' school, have been accustomed to consider as not only CilAl'.xm 
needing the interposition of art to ajssist nature iu liriugiug them 
to a fiivourablc and speedy termination, but demanding the em- 
plojTnent of prompt and strong measures, to prevent a fatal issue 
in a considerable proportion of cases. No candid physician, look- 
ing at Dr. Fleischmann'a report, will hesitate to acknowledge 
that the results there set forth would have been considered by 
him as satisfactory, if they had occurred in his own practice. 
The amount of deaths in the fevers and eruptive diseases is cer- 
tainly below the ordiiiari/ proportion. • • • In all such 
cases, however, experienced physicians have been long aware 
that the results as to mortality are nearly the same under all 
varieties of allopathic treatment. It woiUd not surprise them, 
therefore, that a treatment like that of hommopathy, which they 
regard aa perfectly negative, should be tcllt as successful as 
THEIR OWN. But the results presented to ua in the severer inter- 
nal inflammations are certainly ]iot such as most practical phy- 
sicians would have cspceteil to be obtjiined, under the exclusive 
administration of medicine, in a thousandth, a millionth, or a 
billionth part of a gi'ain." 

In addition to this testimony of Dr, Forbes is the testimony 
of another, who had seen the homceopathic hospital at Vienna. 

Mr, Wilde thus writes, in his work entitled, "Austria, ita 
Literary, Scientific, and Medical Institutions, and Guide to the 
Hospitals and Sanatoi-y Establisliments of Vienna :" — 

"And although I neither advocate that doctrine [homa'opathy], 
nor slander its supporters, I deem it but the part of truth and jus- 
lice to lay the following statement before my readers. One of the 
cleanest and host regulated hospitals in the town is managed on 
the homceopathic plan. The following circumstances led to its 
erection : — The rapid spread of this mode of treatment in Aus- 
tria, and the patronage it received from many noble and influ- 
ential individuals in that countrj% attracted the attention of the 
government in that countey several years ago, who, with their 
characteristic jealousy of innovation, then issued an order forbid- 
ding it to be practised. As, however, this had not the effect of 
suppressing it, but as it seemed rather to gain strength from 
the legal disabilities under which it thus laboured, it was deter- 
mined in 1828, to teal its eflieacy in the militaiy hospital of the 
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31IAP.SIV. Josephinum. With this view, a commissioD was nominated, 
consisting of twelve professors, all of whom, it is but fair to ob- 
serve, were strenuously opposed to the homosopathic doctrine. 
Dr. Marrenzeller, a veteran horaceopathist, and a contemporary 
of Hahnemann, was appointed as the physician, and two mem- 
bers of the commission always attended him during his visit, 
and at the expiration of every ten days, reported the progress of 
the cases under his charge. The only part of the report pub- 
lished is that of Drs. Jager and Zang. It contains a very brief 
outline of the cases and their treatment, and expresses the sur- 
prise of these eminent professors at the happy issue of some of 
them. The commission, however, as a body, came to the con- 
clusion, that from resulta obtained from their investigations, it 
was impossible to declare either for or against homeopathy. 
One of the t«'elve, however, subsequently stated his conviction 
of the efficacy of the system from these trials, and has since 
remained an open adherent of it." — P. 271. Mr. Wilde adds — 

" Whatever the opponents of this system may put forward 
against it, I am bound to say, and I am far from being a horace- 
opathie practitioner, that the cases I saw treated by it in the 
Vienna hospital were fully as acute and virulent as those which 
have come under my observation elsewhere ; and the statistics 
show that the mortality is much less than in the other hospitals 
of that city, Knoly, the Austrian protomediffus, has published 
those for 1838, which exhibit a mortality of but five or six per 
cent. ; while three similar institutions on the allopathic plan, 
enumerated before it in the same tables, show a mortality as 
high as from eight to ten per cent." — P. 277. 

The best means of testing a system of medical treatment is 
that afforded by the existence of an epidemic disease of marked 
character and highly destructive in its effects. Sucli a disease 
has been presented twice to the European world in the course 
of the last fifteen years ; it is Asiatic cholera. 

Dr. Quin has published, in a treatise on Asiatic cholera, the 
results of the allopathic and homceopathic treatment of a given 
number of patients. In reference to the homo3opathic treatment 
of 1073 patients attacked, S98 were cured, and 96 died. This 
large number shows the efficacy of homaopathie treatment in 
an aeuie disease hke cholera. 
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From the magistrates of Tichnowitz, where Dr. Quin treated ciui'.XJ 
tbe cholera, the following return has been obtained :— 

Patients. CureJ. Died. 

Inhabitants 6671 680 540 140 



Treated allopathieally 331 229 102 

Treated horn ceopathic ally 278 251 27 

Treated with camphor 71 60 11 



The facts in connexion with this subject are exhibited more 
fully in the following tabular statement :' — 
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Cliolcra patients treated at Wibimcf Wolotschock in Ruseiai ; — 
No. ot 
Paticnu. Cured. Died. 

Treated in the ordinary manner 63 21 69 1 in IJ 

Treated homcDOpalhically lOS 80 23 1 in 4J 

:oro or to their own capriecB 40 IB 33 1 in IJ 

ilora patients treated at Haab in Hungnry : — 

Treated in the ordinary nmnocr 1501 8S1 640 1 in 2^ 

Treated hooMBopathically ICl US 6 1 in 25 

ilora patients in VicnnA : — 

Treated in the ordinary manner 4600 8140 1360 30 per cent. 

Treated bomocopatliically 6S1 633 40 61 per eont. 

palienta in t^e hospital of Bordeauji : — 

Treated in tlifi ordinary manner 104 33 12 89 per cent. 

Treated honnBopathically 31 35 8 10 percent. 

The finiits of an experience on a far more extended scale than 
that presented by Dr. Quin, has been afforded during the present 
prevalence of the epidemic. In Great Britain the success of the 
homcGopathic treatment has been marked. In Cincinnati and 
New York the homceopathic physicians have established the 
power of hom(Bopathic treatment in this disease.t And no 
doubt exists that when the facts in connexion with the treat- 
ment of cholera are collected, the evidence in fevour of homoe- 
opathy -will indeed be strong. 

* Extracted from the JwrmU of Seallh mul Disease and Monthly Joiaraal of 
B(\iiiaopaihy, Tol. in., p. 14B. 

t For ftirther partioiilari, aee the Joumd of Health and Plseaee and Monthly 
Journal of BoimeopaHa/, toI. V., p. 111. 
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V". This dootriue of imnirability of acute diseases, is ilaily over- 
turned by tlio results of cxperifnce. Indoed, the existence of 
homoDOpatliic practitioners sufficiently establishes this. A ho- 
niccopathic practitioner could not, as such, exist any length of 
time, unless his means were poweriul for the cure of acute dis- 
eases : at least, to suppose otherwise, would be to snppose a.ii 
improbability. It woiJd be to suppose that homoeopathists have 
such a peculiar power, inherent in them, that none of the ianii- 
lica they attend are ever subjeet to acute disease ; it would be 
to suppose, that the very fact of having a homteopathic practi- 
tioner as the medical gTiide of a fiimily, is quite sufficient to 
drive acute diseases from the doors. K this frere the case, it 
would be well worth attention, whether it would not be a matter 
of good policy to have a homrcoiMithic practitioner, merely for 
the purpose of warding off acute attacks. This magical power 
must be possessed, or else, the practice of Ikmilies must be to 
liave two practitioners, a homceopathic for chronic diseases, and 
an allopathic for acute diseases. Is it so ? The allopathist 
knows too well tliat this is not the case. 

In fact, if homojopathists had the vindictiveness of their op- 
ponents, they could bring numberless cases of acute diseases, 
where the allopathic practitioner's services have been dispensed 
with as being destructive, and the homa'opathic practitionei' 
having been called in, lives have been saved wliich had been 
deemed lost. 

They could bring forward cases, where, from fear of offending 
an old friend, an allopathic practitioner, the patients have had 
his visit, have received his medicines, have thrown them away, 
and seeking the advice of a homoeopathic practitioner, took 
the homceopathic medicine ; have been benefitted ; the benefits 
have been noted by the alloputliist as grati^ing results of his 
treatment, whereas the treatment has not been his at all, and 
the patients have had the painful, but humihating conviction, 
that the benefit resulted from that which he would, if asked his 
opinion, denounce as a fraud, as an absurdity, as a delusion.* 



* The writer boa collected an inuncDBo nmsn of snch ci 
illloiULthic pi'n(<titionpr of mi/ sUnditig ui London, but < 
brought fbrn-ard, wliicli ritlicr vtprc diitncd incurable, o 
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I Driven from all theae points of attack, the enemies to homte- CUAP.X) 
■ ^^tathy begin, as people generally do, when reason refuses to ac- 
knowledge them, to abuse, to call names, to misstate facts. 

They cry out, "Oh, there is no science in honueopathy." " It 
is" says Dr. M'Naughten, " a system of physic made easy to l/ie 
■meaneet capacity" Well, if it were, anrely that would be no 
great evil to society. It is no objection to the dignity of mathe- 
matical and astronomical sciences, that the common sailor is 
able, by the aid of the tables, which these sciences have pre- 
sented to him, to find out the geographical position of his vessel, 
and steer it accordingly, 

Homteopathy, however, is not the easy practice represented. 
It is a certain, a sure practice ; but, to obtain its certainty, 
requires great skill, most extensive and minute knowledge. 

To cure a disease, two things are required ; the first is, a 
perfect picture of the disease : nothing ought to be left out : con- 
siderable mental power is required to take in all the facts, to 
classify them in their several relationships, and according to 
their individual importance. The second is to obtain a remedy 
that, in its pathogenetic * effects, presents a similar picture. 
Here a vast extent of knowledge is required. Indeed, any one 
who practises bomfeopathy knows that each complicated disease 
is a complex problem to be solved, and is so difhcult, that only 
the great satisfaction connected with the high exercise of mind 
in grappling with a difficulty, and the reward, the result of such 
grappling — namely, certainty — could afford sufficient inducement 
to persevere in mastering its details. 

But is not allopathy physic made easy to the meanest capa- 
city ? Do not chemists prescribe every day ? Any man, who 
has capital enough to dissolve some blue vitriol in a glass bottle, 



.0 eall for other assiBtanco, vhich huTe been trcatod homrcopathically with 
The miter attends the aisters of a surgeoD who ia deemed eminent, unit he 
I »ttends the tamilj of a married sister of a physician, who is physician to one of tlie 
metropolitan hospitals ; and yet such ia the Tindictiveneas of theae two partieB against 
homceopathiats, that the patients are forced to seek homienpathic aid without the 
knowledge of these professional relatives. He has prescribed lately for a aerrant, as 

kgratuitons patient, of the moat scientific physician in London. ' 

* Pathogenetic ia used as indicative of the effects, produced by a medicine, taken 1 

r a healthy person, upon that person. 
L J 
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"IIAP. XIV. which he puts in his window, and to obtain some blue pill, salts, 
tincture of rhubarb, and a few other articles, begins to prescribe 
for the diseased. Are not quacks found who practise allopathy ; 
and do not uneducated quacks succeed where the educated fail ? 
Is not the public press filled with the professed remedies of every 
disease, to wliich the human body is subject ? Did not this 
occur before homoeopathy was beard of? How could these un- 
educated men get a footing, unless there were so much facility 
and uncertainty in allopathy, thus affording such abundant 
ground for daring attempts, that IT is physic made easy to these 
ignorant fools, to these audacious scoundrels ? 



Finding this objection fail, the enemies of homeopathy say, 
Oh, the H0MCE0PATH1ST8 ABE CHEATS. They take patients 
when we have cured them : though the stupid people think they 
are worse than when they came imder our care, and leave us 
because they think so : then they go to the homfcopathist, and 
he gives them medicine, and, because they get well, they say 
that the homceopathie medicines cured thom : whereas we were 
they who effected the cure : but the people are so ignorant : 
tJiey are blind, they cannot see. 

Such manifestation of unfairness is not unusual. Men gene- 
rally do not like to find a man putting a machine in order, in 
the attempt to do which they had tailed. / cannot do it. there- 
fore none com, is the natural dictum of selfish conceit : and sueh 
things will be uttered as long aa selfish conceit exists: at least, 
until people are so enlightened that the ignorance of such talk- 
ers is seen to be self-conceit ; and then they will have to live on 
their self-conceit, until the loss of their occupation humbles them 
to become the disciples of truth. This condition, as likely to 
occur with such objectors, reminds of an objection urged by 
some, that persons who have failed of success in connexion with 
the alhpatiiic system, have recourse to homceopalhy. 

Even allowing this, for the sake of meeting the olpection, were 
the case, it does not imply that the homceopathie truth is any 
less a truth. It does not follow, because Watt did not succeed 
in his first experiments in the application of steam, that his after 
applications were not effectual. It does not follow, because 
Newton's first calculations were not correct, that his after calcu- 
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lations, which demonstrated the law of gravitation, were ineor- CHAP-XS 
rect. Indeed, the unsuceessfulnesa may be regarded as the source 
of the successfulness. The unsucceBsfiilness is peculiarly the 
soiirce of this success in connexion with men of strong minds ; 
weak, minds, in despair, would have given up the further exa- 
mination and (urther efforts. The strong-minded are urged by 
the very unsuccessfiilncss to more strenuous efforts ; they inves- 
tigate the cause of their unsuccessfuhiess, and thus, guided by 
the detection of the source of fallacy, they are led, m the subse- 
quent investigation, into the right channel. 

The users of this argument are generally persons, whose skill 
would never give them a place in the profession, but whose want 
of skill is made up by family and pecuniary influence, and tliey 
look with envy on any one, who, practising another system, suc- 
ceeds better even than they do, although unaided by the appli- 
s which the objectors possess. 



EOMtEOPATllV dND THE ACADEMY OF MEDICINK. 



CHAPTER XV. 



ObfecHon, ^omceopaihy has been tried and found wanHti^. — 
Dr. Bally's Btatementa. — Dre. Simon and Owrie'a atate- 
menta. — Dr. AndraVa refusal to examine a cure. — The 
proceedings of the Parisian Academy of Medicine. — Ob- 
jection tihat homwopathy came from Germany. 



CUAP. XV. But, say they, Hom(eopatht ba9 been tried and found 
WANTING. 

It was tried, say they, in Paris, in Russia, and it failed. 

Yes, it has been tried and found wanting by- those who wanted 
to find it wantinfft and who themselves wanted the necessary 
knowledge to be able to ascertain whether its wanting was real 
or not. 

In 1834, the HomcKopathic Society of Paris memorialized the 
Minister of Public Instruction to legalize their constitution, to 
give them authority to found dispensaries, and to give gratuitous 
medicines and advice to the poor, and also to found an hospital 
as soon as they had funds sufficient. 

The minister reterred the matter to the Academy of Medicine, 
which appointed a commission to inquire into the claims of 
homceopathy. 

The Academy condemned the doctrine of Hahnemann, re- 
porting tliat they did not think it proper to recommend the 
minister to allow homceopathic dispensaries to be established. 

The decision of the committee was founded on the reports of 
Dr. Bally and of Dr. Andral (junior). Dr. Bally maintained that 
no success attended the homueopathic treatment. 
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Dr. Bally, at the Hotel Dieu, had assigned some patients to CUAP. X 
Dr. Simon and Dr. Curie, of whom the latter (a member of the 
English Horateopathic Association) ia now practising homoeopa- 
thv with great success in this metropolis. 

In regard to these patients, it ia to be remembered, that they 
were assigned by an opponent. Drs. Simon and Curie were not 
allowed to select their own patients ; and tlie patients aligned 
were so diseased, that Drs. Simon and Curie sent a letter to 
Dr. Bally, stating that they were almost all incurahlo, and that, 
unless they had a more fair selection, they must decline to con- 
tinue the treatment. 

Why take such cases t it may be asked. The zeal of these 
gentlemen misled them. They considered it also a great sl^p 
gained to have an opportunity of practising in the largest hos- 
pital in Paris : they hoped tliat their communication might ob- 
tain for them pupils of a different class ; and they felt, that even 
with the worst, something might be done. 

Dr. Bally did not, however, present them vdth better cases : 
lie was busy at the time, experimenting on the virtues of kreo- 
sote, and kept all the favourable patients to himself. 

Dr. Bally made his report to the Academy, that Drs. Simon 
and Curie cured only two patients. ^ — (Appendix, " Homosopathy 
and its Progress." 

This was not a fair report : for, though two patients only were 
cured, others, deemed incurable, had their cases so much relieved, 
that the patients left the hospital at their own request. 

The record of all the cases was kept in £>r. Balli/'a note 
hook : Dr. Bally was requested to give a copy of the cases from 
his note book, so that the whole of the facts might he published ; 
but, strange to say, " t?ie note hook has been mislaid." 

In addition to this, it is asserted that Dr. Andral tried several 
experiments vrith homceopathic medicines and did not find any 
results. Dr. Andral did try his experiments, and read a paper 
regarding the same to the Academy of Medicine ; the paper it- 
self demonstrates that Andral was so far ignorant of the effects of 
the medicine, and of the method by which the application of 
these medicines in disease is regulated, that it is perfectly cer- 
that no effects could have resulted. Dr. Andral did not wish 
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CHAP. XV. to be convinced, as the following facta demonstrate : they are 
recorded by Dr. Hoffman.* 

" During the month of February 1835, I was called out 
to No. 22, Contrescarpe- Saint-Marcel, to attend professionally 
a young man named Ferrand, private secretary of M. Dela- 
mar re-Mar tin-Didier, the banker. This patient, attacked six 
weeks before with tj*phu3 fever, was now in the last stage of 
the malady, and M, Andral, who had treated Mm, in conjunc- 
tion with M, Rocquet, had declared the very morning of that 
day when I was called upon, that M. Ferrand could not last the 
day out. At the door I met the abbot Haniele, vicar of the 
Abbaye St- Germain -des-Pres : he came to ^ve the extreme 
unction, and told me I was too late, and nothing more was to 
be done ! Notwithstanding these melancholy prognostics, I un- 
dertook the case, and in a few days the patient was upon his 
feet. M. Rocquet, who had asked permission to watch my 
mode of treatment of the case, took care to inform M, Andral 
immediately of all that took place. The patient took absolutely 
nothing bnt homceopathic globules, and the cure was unlooked 
for. 

" While I was treating this ease of typhoid fever which bad 
been given up, M. Andral was preparing his observations con- 
cerning the same for the members of the Academy : it was ne- 
cessary some one should testify that he had experimented suffi- 
ciently, and he himself undertook to do so. Eight days before 
the first meeting of the Academy, which was to report against 
us, my restored patient paid a visit to M. Andral, to thank 
bim for his kind attentions ; for if he had not succeeded bet- 
ter, it was not for want of zeal. The sight of this apparition, 
saved from the other world by homoeopathy, was not very agree- 
able to the complaisant practitioner, who, instead of examining 
and interrogating him, with a view of convincing liimself by 
occular demonstration of the truth of statements wliich had 
been made to liim daily by M. Rocquet, hurried off the grated 
patient as he would banish a fit of remorse of conscience, jns- 



■ L' H(iiu(«>{<.ithie Expos^u »iik gum du Monde, d^ndue at rongee, par to Doctcur 



PROCEEDlNOi? OP ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 159 



rtifying his strange conduct on tho ground of numberless occu- OHAH 
pations : he would not even bestow upon him the look of , 

curiosity. 
"Scarcely had a wedt elapsed when M. Andral* delivered his 
lecture to the Academy; his task was performed; he had pro- 
miseil it, it was looked forward to with impatience : he could 
not think of leaving his brethren in a state of embarrassment." 
^^ In reference to another objection that the French Academy 
^K decided against homoeopathy. Dr. Hoffman adds — 
^H " Those who have not read the accoimt given of the three sit- 
^H tings of the Academy, the date of which I have fiirnished, will 
^H perhaps imagine that the assembly en masse formally decided 
^H against homceopathy, and that it took part in the discussion 
^H which formed the foundation of the celebrated report. Such 
^^K was not the fact. Some inferior spirits alone compromised 
^H themselves in this miserable affair, in which the heads of the 
^^K Academy took care not to mix themselves. In fact, Raconiier, 
^H Dupuytren, Fouquier, Roux, Chomel, Velpeau, Lisfranc, Brous- 
^^K aaia, Matj^lin, Auvity, Amussat, Kostan, Blandin, Baudelocque, 
^H Segalas, &c. &c. &c. were mute during all the time of the de- 
^^ft bates. These distinguished practitioners seemed to have fore- 
^^M seen the brilliant future career of homoeopathy: they knew 
^H not enough of it to undertake its defence openly, but at least 
^^B they wished to have the liberty of counselling the empioj-ment 
^^m of the new system in certain very serious cases, which gene- 
^^m rally resist the resources of the old method ; and this several 
^^1 of them do not hesitate to do when occasion offers. Is not 
^^M this honorable conduct in reality a means to bring about the dis- 
^H grace of that ignoble report, which the major part of the aca- 
^H demicians have tacitly blamed, and against which three of the 
^^^ most respectable members of the assembly raised their voices, 
^^B MM. HusBon, Itard, and Pariset, who most energetically repro- 
^^B bated the vicious conduct which was being pursued in the dis- 
^^^ cussion^" 
^^M In regard to its having failed in Russia, the (act stands now 

^^^ft * It is tc be remembsred that this M. Andnil it Andral the ton, and not tfaa | 



lO ITS OniGIN OBJECTED 1 

CilAP. XV. established, that, in Russia, homoaopathy is in the nscendant 
among the educated." 

But objections have no end. So have the objections against 
homceopathy. 

What is the last argument used in a bad cause ? What is 
the last appeal that selfishness, combined with cunning, makes 
to prejudice, when she finds that truth is making way against 
her ? What is the great argument, which has been used to jus- 
tify war and all its iniquities ? What but this ? " It comes from 
abroad. They are forngnersT 

The argument, if argument such monstrous dnst-throwing can 
be called, has been used against homceopathy. It has been said 
against bomteopathy, " It comes from Crermany." It comes 
from that land of mysticism, the land of the indefinite, of the 
transcendental, the abstract. 

It came from Germany, did it ? So did that art by which 
man has advanced in freedom, in truth, in science, in moral 
excellence; that art by which we can sit and hold converse with 
the mighty dead : 



vered, 






The art of printing first became a practical utility in Ger- 
many, 

And that other, almost a;rial form, in which thought is clothed, 
a form, in which the harmony of thought, angelic in its nature, 
clothes itself in the vestiture of sounds' sweet harmony, Muaio, 
has had some of the most exquisite of her folded vestments from 
Germany. Handel, Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven, Weber, and 
many others, whose works, entwined, form that lustrous and 
universally admired web, enclosing thousands in one band of 
extatic delight, were of Germany, 

Divine POESY, the music of the mind and of language com- 
bined, has honoured Germany with her attentions. Bntain may 



■ Additionnl facts in canDDxiDQ will be found in the Appendix. Se« " H(Hn«- 
opathj nnd its Progress." 
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rejoice in her Shakspeare and Milton, but Germany can equally ceap, J 
rejoice in lier Schiller and her Goethe. 

Turn to science, where are men, who have thrown light upon 
the dead languages, and upon the Hebrew, the language of the 
Bible, to be met with superior to the Germans ? Who have 
been the best annotators on the ancient classics ? The Germans. 
Who is the best Hebrew grammarian at the present day ? Who 
but Gessenius ? Even to him John Bellamy, the translator of 
the Bible, whom Gessenius felt it his duty, when in this country, 
to visit, gives the palm for Hebrew acholarsbip. 

Turn to putsioloct, whose works stand highest, as school- 
books in our universities ? Blumenbach, Mailer, Soemmering, 
Wi^er: all Germans. 

Turn to almost any part of science, and German genius is 
found to have poured a flood of light and of truth upon the 
same. 

And to those, not a few, who glory in the reformation, the 
question occurs. Where did Luther come from ? 

In fine, Germany has, of late years, given the world the true 
science of mind by her Gall and Spurzheim ; the investigators 
of mind, who first followed out the correct mode of investiga- 
tion in reference thereto, and who by the discoveries, consequent 
upon the adoption of this right mode, have been indirectly the 
founders of the principal improvements, which have been ef- 
fected in education, criminal legislation, and prison disciphne. 

Talk not then of disparaging homojopathy, because a German 
cradle received, and a German maternal breast suckled, and a 
German academy protected, and a German university gave title 
to, the immortal Hahnemann. 

Science knows no country : she, like Christianity, considers 
all men brethren ; and, in the republic of letters, every citizen, 
who has the badge of the love of science, is admitted by all true 
lovers of science, as a brother and as a friend. 

Though the objections against homceopathy can thus bo 
demonstrated as not valid, though her enemies can thus be met 
and conquered, nevertheless, opposition must be expected. 




VIRULENT OrPOSITIOK TO HOMffiOPATHT, 



CHAPTER XVI. 



^V 102 

^^H The virulence of the opposition to homteopathy. — Coroners' in- 

^^H guests. — TTie opposition by Uie editor of Uie Lancet: its 

^^H vulgarity, its itntnoralitp.^The Dublin medical press, — 

^^H The Medical Gazette. — The Medico Chirurgicai Seviev/. — 

I ..^„.._ 

jOHAP.XVl, The most virulent manifestatioiis of professional hatred to 
homceopathy have been made. 

Mr. Baron Piatt, in summing up in a trial of Mr. Dickenson, 
a surgeon, for manslaughter, a trial instigated by a Mr. Best ! 
another sui^eon, (sach is the effect of rivalry between allopa- 
thists themselves,) ailer denouncing the charge of gross igno- 
rance against the gentleman on trial, and after having added 
that it is very likely that it was the conduct of Mr. Best to the 
patient that caused her death, remarked, that " the promulgation 
of the doctrine that medical men are criminally responsible for 
following the dictates of their matured judgment, might have 
the effect of preventing surgeons and Others from acting with 
that confidence and boldness under peculiar circumstances, to 
which the preservation of life and limb is often due.* 

Such was the clear-headed view of a judge. But medical 
men and medical coroners do not feel in this way. They think 
it to be an excellent method to endeavour to make homteopa- 
thists criminally responsible ; the vulgar and the proud among 
the allopathists would like, in every case of death under homcn- 
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opathic treatment, (though at the very same time patients are OHAP.ffl 
dying of the same disease under their idiopathic treatment,) to 
have a coroner's inquest. 

They have tried to get up coroner's inquests, and in eome 
eases they have succeeded in gratifying their malevolence of dis- i 

position, 

The first coroner's mquest which took plaiie in this country 
in connexion with homoeopathy had relation to a gratiutoua pa- 
tient of Dr. Epps, of London ; a second took place in connexion 
with a patient of Dr. Curie, of London ; a tMi-d, in connexion 
with a patient of Mr. Norton, of Birkenhead; a fourth, in con- 
nexion with a patient of Mr. Blako, of Taunton ; and a fifths in 
connexion with a patient of Mr. Pearce, of London, 

Every reason exists that all these inquests were induced and 
given tone to by the suggestion of medical men, members of an 
honourable profession ! * 

" A man is known by his friends," is an axiom all recognize. 
The medical periodicals that are said to have the largest circu- 
lation, must owe this largeness of circulation to the tact that the 
medical profession give them support. From these periodicals, 
therefore, may be fairly drawn the state of mind of the medical ' 

profession in reference to homceopathy and homceopathists. 

The Lancet stands pre-eminent. It asserts itself to be the 
most extensively circulated medical journal. From its pages 
the nature of the opposition against homoeopathy may be drawn. 
To begin with the year 1843. 

In an examination of the difierent systems of practice, then 
forcing themselves on the public attention, the following remarks 

" Next, glance at homceopathy. This is at present the most 
widely spread of medical delusions ; and that because it envelops 
in its mystifications two very important general truths in medi- 
cine, and one emphatic precept, chiefiy applicable to British prac- | 
tice. First, it is perfectly clear to common sense, that to give a 
man the six-millionth of a grain of any substance, however ac- 
ti ve, is practically equivalent to giving him notliing. Homceo- 

^^^^W Far pnrticularj 9ei> Appcnilii:, -' Carnncra' Liquestn »nil ilnraa'iipatby." J 
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'IIAP.XVI. pathy, then, justly interpreted, becomes synonj-mous with expec- 

^^^ tant medicine." — Lancet, Feh. 4, 1843. 

^^L This compliment paid to homoeopathy as being a medical de- 

^^H lusion, and this characteristic of it as being " synonymoos with 

^^^^ expectant medicine," are not true ; but still the compliment and 

^^^ft the characterization are not stained ivith >-ulgarity. 

^^^H The next notice of homoBopatby lias reference to Mr. New- 

^^^B man, a sui^eon to a poor law union at Glastonbury. He treated 

^^H all bis patients homtBopathically and with great success. Oppo- 

^^H sition was roused against him : the poor law commissioners were 

^^H applied to ; the opinion of the College of Physicians was ob- 

^^H tjiiucd. The guardians of the poor of the union in question 

^^H supported Mr. Newman ; the poor petitioned to be allowed to 

^^^1 remain under Mr. Newman's care ; Mr. Newman, like a noble- 

^^H minded man, would not resign, but the poor law conmiissioners 

^^H dismissed him ; and Mr. Newman appealed to the British public. 

^^K In reference to Mr. Newman's conduct, the editor of the Lancet 

^^^M thus remarks : — 

^^H "Mr. Newman declined to retire, voluntarily, from his office 

^^H of surgeon to the union ; the commissioners, therefore, executed 

^^H their threat to remove him according to law. Mr, Newman 

^^H . seems to be a very enthusiastic and conscientious disciple of the 

^^H little-pill school, and makes great remonstrance against the pro- 

^^H ceeding of the commissioners, as though they had acted aniairly 

^^H towards him. He wholly forgets that surgeons are appointed in 

^^^H unions, under the law, expressly to practise medicine on behalf 

^^^1 of the sick poor, and that Hahnemannism is not "medicine." 

^^^1 If the contract tailor persisted in making cloth shoes for the men, 

^^^r or the union Crispin reftised to employ his awl in manufacturing 

^^^1 any other than leather breeches for the women, the anomaly 

^^^ft could not be greater, or supported with better reason." — Lancet, 

^^m Nov. 2d, 1843. 

^^^H The puerility exhibited in designating the homceopathic system 

^^^H of treatment as the " little pill school," and tlie assertion that 

^^^^K " Hahnemannism is not medicine," though expressing untruths, 

^^^H nnd though vulgar, are not marked with gross vulgarity : as yet 

^^^H the editor of the Lancet walked tcnderiy. 

^^^H But homoeopathy continued, in spite of all these sneers, to 

^^^^ spread. The Lancet editor, quite a Don Quixote, puts forth 
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Ma determination to be the knight-arrant to put down quackery ; ciIAP.xl 
and something strong was required to effect this — not strong 
sense, not strong language, but abusive. The Lancet begins to 
show its peculiar character. 

In reference to the rational appeal of homteopathista, that 
homoeopathy must be tried by its practical results, the editor of 
the Lancet writes i— 

" The statement that homoeopathy must he tried on its practi- 
cal results, has been repeated again and again, ad nauseam. 
The experience of every day life, however, contradicts so mani- 
festly the importance attached to tlie infinitesimal doses, as to 
render further researches on the subject unnecessary. We have 
long been satisfied, from the published cases which have come 
under our notice, that homoiopsithic medicines esert no influence 
on the economy. True, these observations were not commenced 
with a lively faith in such medicines, but our experience has, 
nevertheless, been extensive.* I'he result is, that while, on the 
one hand, we have never witnessed an instance of so-called cure 
that could not be explained on rational grounds, on the other, 
we have seen irretrievable mischief occasioned by a course of 
homoeopathic medicines, from the unchecked advance of organic 
disease, 'lliis more especially in uterine diseases." — Lancet, 
Sept. 27, 1845. 

lu fact, it is of no use, according to tliis editor, to test the 
homoeopathic system by experience ; he goes even farther, and 
maintains that the tenets of hom<Eopathy are not even to be 
discussed :— 

" The tenets of homosopathy are so wildly extravagant, so 
preposterously incongruous, that it is impossible to believe that 
any really sane professional man could adopt them. Never, cer- 
tainly, have ideas flitted through the brain of an inhabitant of 
Bedlam or Hanwell, more egregiously absurd or contradictory 
than those which Hahnemann has given to his followers and ad- 
mirers. It is really an insult to reason even to discuss them." — 
Lancet, March 28, 1846. 



■ Surely the i-ilitar might Iiavo favourod bin readers with the results of Ms oxpii- 
rii>Dce. It is wtll known ttiat tho editor of the Ltmcel has no medical cxparionce. 
He hits not had an opportuEity to prsctLsa medicine for years. 
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iOHAP.XVI. The next stop in the Lancet's mind, wherein the convictiMi 
exists, that homoeopathy is not to he tested by experiment and 
not to be examined hy reason, was of necessity to denounce its 
advocates ;^ 

In the Lancet of March 7, 1846, the eilitor introduces thus 
to notice the homceoiiath : — " The mysteiious importance with 
which the more than quackish, or hiilf-eracked followers of 
Hahnemann invest this disease — following, in this respect, the 
erratic footate[i9 of their visionary master." 

" Qnackish," " half-erackeil," are modest charges. 

The next step, as these homoei 'imthists persevered contrary to 
the commands of the editor of tlie Lancet, waa to create an in- 
tense emotiiin of wrath in the editorial mind. 

It appears that Mr. P. Stuait, of Liver[»ool, having a ship 
going to Africa, wished to have a homceoiiathic surgeon. The 
following avlvertisement was inserted in the papers, the editor of 
the Lancet quntiug ai d appending to it the suhjoined note :— 

" HOMtEOPATHIC SURnEONS. 
To tho Editor of IKc Lancet. 

" Sir, — The enclosed I have sent you, being an advertisement 
published in a Liveqiool newspajier. I could hardly believe my 
sight. What ! are poor sailors to he entrusted, when labouring 
under African dysentery and African fever, to homceopathic 
treatment? — Your obedient servant, A Conbtaut Reader. 

Jan. 3, IBie. 

" Wanted, a Surgeon, for Africa ; one having a knowledge of 
homcEopathy would be preferred, 

" *•* ^^ pnr^iosely omit the name of the referee of the ad- 
vertiser, as we could not in any way encourage such quackery 
and bnitility, — Ed. L." — Lancet, Jan. 10, 1846. 

In this hfimcBopathy gains an additional attribute, "brutality." 
But the allopathic indignation of the Lattcefs editor still rises ; 
he proceeds : — 

" The following impudent advertisement is going ' the round.' 
The homoBopathists may advertise for resident attendants in 
their receptacles ; but it is an imposition for these people to talk 
of ' hospital ' and ' medical officer,' and to require that the man 
who may be able gravely to superintend the administration of 
their globules shall possess " testimonials of qualification,' and 
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produce a ' diphmia or certificate as a member or licentiate of a CIIAP.X?^ 
British medical college or corporation.' 

" ' London Homceopatiiio Hospital, (founded by the Eng- 
lish HomcBopathic Association,) No. 17, Hanover Square. — 
President, The Rt. Hon. Lord Robert Grosvenor, M.P. Wanted, 
a Resident Medical Officer for the above Institution. Tlie salary 
to be £75 per annum, with apartments. Testimonials of quali- 
fication (together with the Candidate's diploma or Certificate as 
a Member or Licentiate of a British Medical College or Corpo- 
ration) to be forwarded to the Hon, Secretary of the Association, 
17, Hanover Square. By order of the Committee, 

" ' R. W. H., Hon. Sec,' 

" We should like to know the real use of a testimonial, or of a 
regular diploma, in the candidate for this domestic post. Is the 
possession of a ' diploma' any guarantee that the possessor 
knows anything of the homceopathic farce, or that he had spent 
years in the prosecution of infinitesimal divisions ; would it be, 
in fact, a proof of anything excepting that the party applying for 
the situation was a renegade from his true and lawfiil profession. 
Why ilid not its eoncoctors act boldly in their dishonesty, and 
say at once, ' We ofier seventy-five pounds per annum, with 
apartments, to any young man who will become a renegade for 
that amount and privilege, and we insist upon a qualification, 
that the advertisement may give us some senil ilance of scientific 
conduct in the eyes of tlie i>ublic.' " — Lanoet, Nov. 7, I84H. 

Here a homceopathic hospital gains the lugubrious appellation 
of a "receptacle;" the practice is a "farce;" the meflical officer, 
a " renegade from his true and lawful profession ;" and the gen- 
tlemen, who seek to benefit the pubhc by obtaining a medical 
officer's aid, are men who dwell in " dishonesty." 

HomiEOpatby, like Galileo said the earth did, still moves on. 
The Lanoet cannot let out its life. The Lancefg editor's ire 
still further strengthens. Referring to a proposal, on the part 
of Dr. Forbes and others, to let diseases alone, and see what 
nature will do in the cure, the following remarks were poured 
forth :— 

" The medical profession has been asked recently to make a 
few millions of experiments on the sick entrusted to their cai'e. 



CHAP, XVI. for the purpose of obtaining a ' natural history of diseases :' we 
have been asked to iook for a wliilc upon our hospitals as mu- 
seums, upon the sick beds as cabinets, and upon our patients as 
specimens, to be studied and analyzed instead of treated and 
relieved ; and the profession has felt indignant at their proposal. 
If it depend upon medical men, there never cau and there never 
will be a natural history of diseases, for there never will be found 
amongst us men dishonest enough to allow disease to run on its 
' natural ' and desti-uctive course, so as to trace its ' natural his- 
tory.' Nor will mankind ever derive from us, as a body, — how- 
ever treacherous individual members may be, — the opposite 
benefit of learning how much, and on what statistical numbers, 
the human frame can endure violence and rash experiment. Our 
profession, as a body, is equally incapable of a base and decep- 
tive inactivity, or of a system of reckless experiment. As well 
might our anatomists be asked to return to the ancient barbarity 
of dissecting criminals alive, to learn the structure and functions 
of the animal body ; or our toxicologists, to perform the experi- 
ments of poisoning upon those entrusted to their care as patients. 
No : these things, or their analogous crimes, are left to Hahne- 
mann, Preissnitz, and Mesmer, and their followers, duping and 
duped."— iancei, Nov. 28, 1846. 

So that Hahnemann and his followers are designated as crimi- 
nals, as men duping others. How regular the ascent in the scale 
of abuse : " quackish," " half-cracked," " brutal," " renegade," 
" dishonest," " criminals," " dupors." 

At length the ire of the writer extends itself into the limits of 
libel. After referring to hydropathy, the editor of the Lancet 
adds: — 

" But it has a fellow-/raM(i, and that imposture comes as a 
proper pendant to the other: we allude to homceopathy."^ — 
Lancet, 1843, vol. fl., p. 314. 

To prevent any mistakes as to his meaning, the editor repeats : 

" Homteopathicity, as they affectedly term it, is surely but 
another name for duplicity in all its partisans, whether of high 
or low degree." — Lancet, Nov. 28, 1846. 

Can the abuser ascend to a higher degree of vilifying ? He 
can. After referring to a high testimony given by Dr. Forbes 
to Hahnemann, this writer adds ;— 



OPtOeiTIOH OF TaS DTJBI.IH MKDICAL PRK8S. 

" So far from echoing this, we should have given Hahnemann cnAF.t 
le choice of being knate, fool, or madman, and would say the 
me to his followers." — Lancet, March 28, 1846. 
Such, then, is the literature that the medical profession 
patronize ! 

It may he added here, that this WTiter is not alone in his esti- . 
mate of the character of Hahnemann and of homceopatliists. 
The Dublin Medical Press, a work of some circulation, and 
favour with the profession, asserts, that " any man who 
LS homceopathist takes bis place at once as a liar, a cheat, 
a swindler." 
Holding such views, and petted by the writer in the Dublin 
Tedical Press, (who, it is charitable to infer, was under the sti- 
lulating influence of intoxicating liquors when he wrote the 
,) it can be understood that the editor of the Laticci would 
glad to establish a medical Coventry, to create a medical in- 
quisition for homcEopathists, though these are members of the 
same profession as himself. He has attempted to realize both. 

Professor Henderson, a professor in the University of Edin- 
burgh, embraced homceopatliy. In reference to him, the follow- 
ing is the suggestion of this great boaster of the rights of man, of 
the perfect freedom of thought : — 

" How men hke Drs. Alison, Christison, Simpson, Syme, he, 
get on with such a colleague, we cannot conceive. One thing 
at least is certain, that unless speedy means be taken to espel 
the homceopath, the University of Edinburgh may hid farewell 
to its medical school. Surely students will no longer be forced 
to attend the lectures of a professor who practises the grossest 
empiricism. They should exhibit a determined opposition to 
such a regulation, and petition the authorities, whoever they may 
be, to cancel the appointment." — Lancet, Sept. 27, 1845. 

Espel the homceopathist :" that is, expel the man who uses 

le means he deems best to cure the diseases of his patients. 

This recommendation does not stand alone. Dr. Irvine, a 

physician practising homceopathy, went to Leeds to settle. 

Being a phj-sician, he, as a matter of etiquette, called on the 

-physicians of Leeds. He exhibited courtesy: he was denied 

return. Such denial the friend of frBedom approves; — 

HoMffiOPATnv IN Lerdb. — The town of Leeds has recently, 
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DHAP.XVI. it appears, been favoured witli the appearance of a horaceopathic 
doctor, called Irvine. That individual, we are sorry to aay, covers 
his pretensions with the Edinburgh M.D. degree, and on its 
strength has most imprudently endeavoured to thrust himself on 
the intimacy of the Leeds physicians. Dr. Chadwick, physician 
to the Leeds Infirmary, has forwarded to us a correspondence 
which has taken place between the Hahnemannist and himself. 
Wishing, no doubt, to shield his own ignorance by the sanction 
of an acquaintance with Dr. Chadwick, who stands deservedly 
high in the opinion of his fellow-townsmen, this Dr. Irving, after 
making several calls, which were, very correctly, not noticed by 
Dr. Chadwick, was at last received by the latter, when an ex- 
planation ensued, Dr.Chadwiclt stated to him, in the most gen- 
tlemanly, but the most positive manner, that he could not possi- 
bly associate with a person professing hOmteopathy, even were 
that person in possession of the same medical degree as himself. 
The homoeopathic charlatan, not satisfied with this mild private 
rebuke, subsequently insisted on receiving in writing from Dr. 
Chadwick the castigatlon which he so richly deserved, in order 
that he might show it to his friends — a rather singular step on 
his part. We very much approve of the conduct of Dr. Chad- 
■wick, who has acted in this instance with judgment and firmness, 
and we recommend it to the imitation of his professional bre- 
thren." — Lancet, Dec. 14, 1844. 

Is this recommendation of rudeness a mere temporary ebulli- 
tion of the Lancefa editor ? This charitable conclusion is for- 
bidden, for he recommends similar conduct to he pursued to 
another individual : 

" HoMffiOPATHY AND THE Medioal Professios. — We have 
been favoured by a correspondent with the prospectus of a ho- 
miBOpathie dispensary, recently established at Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, by a person who calls himself ' Dr. Hayles,' and are re- 
quested to give our opinion aa to the course to he pursued by the 
Newcastle medical practitioners with reference to this individual. 
We should advise these gentlemen to imitate the spirited con- 
duct of Dr. Chadwick of Leeds, and to repudiate all intercourse, 
professional or otherwise, with such a speculator. That a non- 
professional person may be deluded by the ludicrous absurdity o 
the homceopathie doctrines is perfectly intelligible, but we can- 
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not admit tlie possibility of a regularly educated medical man of cm 
emind mind adopting them, except as a means of imposing on the 
credulity of the pubUc, The medical homoeopathic quacks of the 
present day ar^ very anxious to be considered part of the medical 
body, and we remark that this (so-called) Dr. Hayles uses re- 
peatedly the term, 'professional brethren,' in hia manifesto. 
Such a claim should not be admitted for a moment ; and in the 
absence of a cotmcil of discipline empowered to call Jimdical 
quacks to account, and to expel them from the profession, we 
strenuously recommend all practitioners morally to exclude them 
by refusing to associate with or recognize them. Let such cha- 
racters not have the sanction of the profession, at least, to coun- 
f. tenance their fraudulent or insane manffiuvres." — Lancet, Jan. 4, 
" 1845. 

What does this writer write himself ? What but a despot ? 
What but an infallible ? And as such not content with the attri- 
bute, hut desiring to erush all those who do not bow to lus 
infallibility. He would make a medical Bonner. He would do 
to preside at some Smithfield medical burnings. In fact, he 
pants for the opportunity to exercise his judicial powers on 
these objects of his medical vituperation. He dares to charge 
homceopathists with murder, and longs to be at their trial. 
Referring to the death of the Countess of Denbigh, truculent 
are his remarks : 

" The death of Lady Denbigh occurred in the district of the 
coroner for Weetminster" Ominous, this 1 had it occurred in 
the district of the coroner for JVEddlesex, may Be he would have 
judicially found out that homceopathists take men's lives : and 
vchich finding would have been his, since if attorneys are not able 
"to decide medical questions, twelve jurymen surely are not able, 
and then the decision as to life-taking would have fallen into 
the hands of tlte jnedical man, the coroner for Middlesex, the 
mild, the meek, the non-abusive editor of the Lancet. Well 
might a writer in the Spectator, referring to a late inquest 
verdict, exclaim, " Unhappy Middlesex," * 

A Mr. Edwin Lee, who, as a book-writer, catches at any idea 
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P. XVI. which is prevalent, puts forth the following statement in one 
of his works ; — 

" At the time of my former visit I was anxious to Bee the 
homoeopathic hospital, Leipzig beiag the head-q^uarters of this 
doctrine. I expected to have found at least forty or 6fty beds 
with patients, but was rather surprized to find that tlie huildiiig 
contained only eight, and even of these all hut two or three were 
unoccupied. A few months before my second visit, the house- 
physician* having become convinced of the nullity and danger of 
homteopathy, gave up his appointment, and published an exposi- 
tion of the system pursned. It must not be supposed that the 
homceopathists always adhere to the principles of the doctrine. 
One practitioner in Leipzig candidly acknowleflged that he pur- 
sued both plans of treatment. 

The editor of the Medico- Chirnrffical Review quotes the 
above, heading the quotation, "Death of Homceopathy in its 
Native Land," and appends to the quotation : — 

" We suspect that all homceopathists are not equally candid. 
The clever rogues prescribe allopathy, while they talk homceo- 
pathy. But the reign of any particular humbug (there is really 
no namo bo appropriate, albeit coarse) is short-Uved — though the 



• Tlie nharactflpof thisinan is thusdetaile<lbyl>r. Calnmnn; — "May itflufDcefor 
the Engliah to know thut tliia man, Dr. Csrl 'Willielm Fickcl (lumen at omen), iraa 
reall}' for ik than time bea^-phyBicum to the bom(f opathic hoapital ; that he had pnb- 
liihed a few works under the false naoieii of Lndwig Heyne, Julias Thootlor Hof' 
bnuer, An., in whii'h ho introduoed fiilw caaci of diseaaes, and pretended to have 
diaooYorcd nev medicines ; that the real author and lii« falsebood were at last diaco- 
Tored, and that he vaa turned out with diegraoe from the hoapital ; that he after- 
wards waa obliged to i^uit Leipzig without loavo-takiiig ; anJ that he at last, is » 
remote plneo, wrote against homiEopathy. An alleeopathic journal thus tCBtifiei 
respecting this (Mend of I-ee :—' The general indignation on Fiekera treason tOWMd* 
homteopathy, which is felt not only hero, but in orery place where Geiman phyal- 
vians hsvo to giro their opijiion, does certainly high honour to the German spirit. 
It goes even beyond the Jesuitic principle — " the means are sanctioned by the end" 
— Chat B medical man may dream of an eicnae far himself, who, under a liilse ni 
steals into the hommopathic huspital of Leipzig in order that be afterwards may pil- 
lory bomaiopotfay. Thiuiks to God I— this is the only ai:amplB of its kind known (o 
us, aod tborefbre it oamiot bo censured in too sorere terzns.' " * 
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stock b BO extensive that it is never worn out, and the market ohap.S 
good enough to make it worth while to keep sffrne article always 
upon sale." 

Dr. Johnson has thus added his name to the list of vilifiera. 

Urged on by the vituperation of this writer, biassed hy the 
statements of other medical writers, it is not to he wondered at 
that the mass, the little minds of the profession, should join in 
the cry. Few have courage to demand justice for an abused man. 

Of all the opposition to which homceopathy baa been exposed, 
none presents so many peculiar features as that exhibited by an 
Association existing in Manchester, dignified hy the title of the 
" Manchester Medico-Ethical Association," 

This Association has, as its name implies, its ethics ; and these 
ethics also, as its name implies, ai'e medical, 

The Association, among its fundamental rules, have published 
the following, '• No member shall practise, riiOFEesEDLY a7id 
KXCLU8IVELV, hoitueopatkii , liydropathy, or mesmeriem." 

And the Association, to make this law effective, have another 
rule, which requires that " No member shall meet in consults^ 
tion any person excluded from membership in this Association." 

The ethics of this Association are indeed peculiar. They in- 
vite knavery; they foster deceit. The Association do not exclude 
as a member an individual, who practises homceopathy pro/ess- 
edlif, nor do they exclude an individual who practises homoeo- 
pathy exclusivehi, hut they exclude an individual who practises 
homoeopathy professedly artd exclusively. 

Tliat is, the Association say, You may practise homceopathy, 
but do not practise it exclusively — pray give a little castor oil, 
use a lancet now and then, apply a few leeches occasionally, so 
that when any cures are effected by you, we can say that they 
were not effected by homceopathy, because who can assert that 
you did not use allopathic means, and thus, though you cure hy 
homceopathie means, the credit will uot redound to homceopathy, 
and allopathy will not be injured. 

Such are the ethics of this Manchester Medic o-Etlucal Society. 
The peculijir lionourubleiieES of their ethicisni is further exhi- 
bited in the fact, that tlieii- law does not forbid the practitioner 
from practising homoeopathy exclusively, if so he he does not prac- 
tise it pro/eesedbj. That is, the Association say you may practise 
homceopathy exclufiively, but do not profess that you do. Restore 
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I. ynur patienU to health, but do not let them know how you do it. 
That would mjure the allopathic credit. Follow out the ancient 
cunniDg of the priests of pagan times, virtually Lave two sets of 
doctrines, one for the public and one for yourself. These Man- 
chester Medico-Ethical Associationists would be valuable allies 
to the Haynaus and the Mettcmichs of Austrian despotism, who 
allow the people to think what they like, but dare them to ex- 
press or to act what thpy think. 

Dreadful is the tyranny of a craft ; and lamentable is it to 
find among the most active of this peculiar ethical school, the 
name of Mr. Noble, a gentleman who wrote a treatise some years 
since, claiming for phrenolog)' its position as a science. Suppose 
some philosophical ethical association had passed a law, that any 
one who professedly and exclusively bases his mental procedure 
on phrenology, shall be excluded from all association with the 
mental philosophers of Manchester ; and ftirther, that the Man- 
chester mental philosophers shall hind themselves never to meet 
the phrenologist in philosophical consultation : What would Mr. 
Noble have felt i What would Mr. Noble have said ? 

These Manchester medico-ethical associationists may have 
ethics, but they show a lamentable ignorance of the require- 
ments of science ; for how is homeopathy to he tested as to its 
truth or untruth, except by its being tried professedly and ex- 
clusively ? If allopathy is tried with homceopathy, and success 
attend the trial, how can it be decided to what the succ^s is to 
be charged ? If allopathy and honiff opathy are to be tried toge- 
ther, and success does not attend the trial, how can it be decided 
to which the want of success is to be ascribed ? So used are 
these allopathic associationists of Manchester to the uncertainties 
of their ovra system, that they have lost the power of perceiving 
the absurdities in which they, by their etliies, lodge themselves. 

These Manchester medico-ethical associationists are perseeu- 
tionists of the worst order ; they are the medical inquisitionists 
of modem times. Like their predecessors, who excluded Galileo 
from liberty, because he maintained, professedly and exclusively, 
that the motion of the earth round the sun afforded the only 
satisfactory practical method to explain the phenomena connected 
vrith the earth in its relation to the sun, they have the cool har- 
dihood to define what shall be a medical man's creed in Man- 
chester, indeed, it is a question whether the members of this 
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Association are not actionable at law for this their resolve. 
What right have they thus to make a medical diocese in Man- 
chester, and excommunicate those who do not believe in their 
creed ? 

Strange to say, the most polished of the hebdoniedal medical 
press, the Medical Gazette* highly applauds the Manchester 
Medico-Ethical Association for their rules : Such is the influence 
of professional spirit. What a blessing that the legislature re- 
fuses to let medical men legislate. 

It is pleasing to turn from these miserable exhibitions of 
narrow-mindedness, to a review of the highest standing. 

The leading review of the day, the Edivpurgh, aeted with 
liberality. Many years since, when homceopathy was first intro- 
duced to notice in this country, this review thus introduced it to 
the notice of its rea<ler8 : — 

" Be the doctrines of Hahnemann," says the reviewer, " true, 
as they are pleasing, or false, as they are startling by their no- 
velty, it is time that they should be made known to the British 
public, and submitted to the keen and sagacious criticism of our 
medical school. True or false, homceopathy is at least not to 
be confounded with empiricism. It has some of the outward 
signs, but it has none of the inward and essential characteristics 
xS quackery. It is not a mystery concocted and retained for the 

:e of money getting, but it is fairly and openly given to the 
florid. It is not a resource and refuge for ignorance, but requires 
extensive knowledge of the parts and functions of the human 
frame, of pathology, too, as well as of physiology, of botany and 
chemistry, and the practical use of both. It is not an insidious 

dusion, converting the hopes of the valetudinarian into instni- 

mta of death ; a chalice sparkling on the brim, but fatal on the 
draught, seducing by the first feelings of transient amendment, 
in order to destroy by the slow and sure result of repeated appli- 
cation ; on the contrary, it enforces abstinence and self-denial ; 
it tampers not with the fine springs of life ; and by the confession 
ren of its enemies, if in some cases it should do no good, in 
lely any case can it do positive harm." 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



The benefit resulting from the opposition. — Hie friends of 
JiA)Wiceopathij. — No aid to he expected from corporate bodies. 
— 77ie people must form the court of appeal. — Children 
its friends. — The English Somceopathic Association. — 
The proposed establishment of an Hospital in connexion 
with this Aeeociatisn.— Appeal to the public. 
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I. The record, already made, of the opposition to Iioma?opatfay 
is pajnfiil. Its record is necessary, because it will add its testi- 
mony to those already stored in the realms of thonght to the 
treatment which truth has always had to experience. It will 
confer the deserved immortality of disgrace on these loud-mouthed 
praters ahout liberty, who have never understood what liberty is, 
namely, the enjoyment by each man of that amount of freedom 
consistent with the enjoyment of the same amount by every other 
man. It will encourage the advocate of homoBopathy, because 
he will find that this tempest of abusive terms has tended to 
establish, instead of undermining the truth ; that it has acted in 
preventing any but men of strong will, of staunch courage, of 
unflinching determination, and of untiring industry, from en- 
listing under a banner so much blown upon, and thus has ob- 
tained for the cause soldiers that are sure to gain a victory. If 
homtEopatby had not been opposed thus violently, many would 
have professed themselves its advocates, who are quite incompe- 
tent to master and to apply its truths, and thus, by their want 
of success, a far greater impediment would have been thrown in 
the way of its progress than that caused by the virulent oppo- 
sition it has had to encounter. 
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Where, then, has the homooopathist to look for assistance 3 COAl 
inhere has homo^npathy to look for friends? 

It is certain that the public corporate medical bodies can never 
ud in the progi'css of honneopathy. All such corporate bodies 
have ever opposed the progress of any new truth, the use of any 
new remedial means. In fact, corporate todies seem to be influ- 
enced by the belief of a baronet, who proclaimed from his seat 
in the House of Commons, that "quiet error is preferable to 
boisterous truth." 

The French Academy of Medicine denounced the use of anti- 
I niony. The people would use it : its use became established, 
md then the Academy patronized the use. 

Faculty of Medicine, embracing .among its members 

pandidatus Simon Boullot, Pneses Hugo Chasles, and many 

Jiers of the highest tame, declared against the circulation of 

the blood as made known hy Harvey, but the blood was rebel- 

i, and would, did, and does circulate in the way that Harvey 

IJftescribed. 

The Academy of Medicine procured an "arrfit du Parlement," 
R-ohibiting the use of emetic tartar. The people would use 
metic tartar, and, a few years after, when the use of emetic 
was established in spite of the Academy, the Academy 
procured the revocation of the arrtt. 

The Academy of Medicine proclaimed that the heavy wigs 
worn in those days were more healthy than natural hair. The 
people determined to wear their natural hair, and the wigs dis- 
appeared. 

The people have alwa^-s been the parties that have fought the 
jattle for the truth. To the public the appeal must then be 
and the public will do its duty in disregarding all the 
jsnrdities put forth to impede the progress of a truth, and will 
1 that progress, being satisfied that benefit must result, 
L terse German writer has expressed clearly tlie position which 
e mass has to take in these matters :■ — 

■' Hahnemann has brought about an astonishing revolution in 
We stand in the same position towards the physi- 
' cians, as did Luther and his associates, in the time of the refor- 
mation, towards the priests. Then, innovators in religion were 
opposed to the priestly hierarchy, and had to appeal to sound 
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(3HAP.XVII, common sense, as well as to the interest of the laity, in order to 
gain the support of the laity, and to conquer witli them. Inno- 
vatoFS in medicine are now opposed to the hierarchy of doctors, 
and they, too, appeal to the understanding and to the interest of 
the laity for support and protection to the good cause. Is our 
understanding less qualified to try the medical controversy, than 
formerly the theological ? We shall see. Arc we less interested 
in it ? Surely not. Every blow which the medical parties strike 
each other falls back at last upon us, the patients ; and every 
thing good which they discover turns finally to oiir advantage. 
Methinks this gives ua a very good right to inform ourselves 
upon the principles according to which the physicians treat us ; 
and it might sometimes he usefiil to remind them that t/tey are 
made for the sick, not the sick for them ; for it has really often 
seemed as if physicians imagined the latter. If the nations have 
maintained their interests against secular despotism, by institu- 
tions and the freedom of the press, why, in the name of common 
sense, should physicians enjoy the pririlege of slaughtering ns 
without being called to account for it ? The homoBopathists 
take their stand as reformers, and declare to us that the physi- 
cians, with their hitherto prevailing allopathic method, have 
levied contributions upon us, without having helped us, just as 
• the priests did with the sale of indulgences : they propose to us 
on extremely simple and universally intelligible medical theory, 
are angry at, and complain of the blind rage of the predominant 
medical caste, which proclaims them heretics, and turn to us, 
the people, for protection against them. At the same time, a 
multitude of laymen come forward, who set up for champions 
for homceopathy, as formerly Hutten and Sickengen set up for 
champions of Lutheranism, because they consider themselves 
happy in having men speedily freed, by homteopathic cures, of 
inveterate diseases, and hold it to be their most sacred duty to 
make all their suifering contemporaries participators of the tike 
bliss. These are the facts. Should we, the laity, not give a 
hearing to such lu^nt demands ? What would have become of 
the reformation had not the laity taken part in it— if they had 
been frightened into thinking that theological controversies ex- 
tended beyond their horizon, and must be left to the theologiana 
alone? In that case Luther woidd have been liumt at the stake." 
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Homoeopathy has fouDd many friends. CHAP. 

Children will help. Conceive the trouble parents have to 
give children physic. What torture has many a mother ex- 
perienced, when she has been obliged to force the medicine 
down the throat of her dying child : how great has been her 
agony when she has had to apply blister after blister to the 
little creature, moaning with agony, Homceopathy frees from 
all these miseries : the no taste in horaoGopathie medicines re- 
moves the great obstacle to the administration of medicines, 

The public will aid. They will soon discover the difference 
in the two systems of treatment. They mil find that homceop- 
athy is safer, easier, less injurious, and, what affords a no 
mean motive for its support, cheaper.* 

Hundreds of femilies, who always had the medical attendant 
in their houses, now, being in possession of a homceopathic 
medicine chest, and a domestic homceopathy, have been enabled 
for years to relieve their maladies, and to escape the medical 
visitations. 

Medical men do aid, not by adopting Homceopathy openly, but 
by simplifying their prescriptions, by giving less physic : This is 
rapidly diffusing itself. And here Homceopathy has efieeted much, 
and it is recognised, even by allopathists, to have effected this. 

In fact, medical men are beginning to use hommopathic 
medicines ; ariiicat and aconite are used, though not scientifi- 
cally, in one of the London hospitals. 
^.Belladonna, which Hahnemann first pointed out, as wdth 

i geattenviD informad tlie writeF that be heard one of the principnl Eoanu- 
fnctorers of Manchoaler atatc, thnt homceopsthy had saved him in money, hesides 
llie sating in luSbring and anvety, Tdf the last six years, opwurds of oao hun- 
ilred pounds a year. His phyaician'e aud Bnr|v?on'a bill (in MaiiahGster phyaiciana 
send in a yearly blH. ) always exceeded a hundred pounds. Hia nife and Ikmily, he 
atnted, wore nerer well. 

Thia geDtlemnit'a wife had miscturied several tim«s, and the best medical skill in 
MancheatHT could not prevent it. Tlie lad.v name under homraopatliic treatment : 
she vSiS enabled to go the full time : she has had two ehildren sinue, and hat gained 
i^ompnrative good health. Her children take only homceopatbio inedicbes, and the 
physioinn in London, who was the means of efifeoting the cure of this lady, and 
who atill proscribes when occaaion requires, has hie prolesaionnl aid not oalled for 
on an avoruga more than sii to eight times a, year. 

f Dr. Epps pnblislicd in the Lancet, vol. I., 1843-3, an ossny on arnica and its 
vii'luoa ; and since that the rcmedv Iltb been eiMnaivoly empliiyed, 
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IHAP.XVII. aconite, the specific for pure sciarlct fever, is now used most 

_ , extensively, as & remedy for that disea,se, and those, who use 

^^H it, have not the honesty to acknowledge the source whence they 

^^H derived the use. 

^^H^ Patients cured are the Mends of homccopathy. They who have 

^^H been suffering for years under maladies, which their physicians, 

^^H treating them under the old system, could not cure, and are 

^^^H cured by homo^opiitliic means, become Uving testimonies to 

^^H the value of Homceopathy, become preachers of the good truth 

^^H " similia similibus curantur." 

^^H The press will aid. Already the three most talented of the 

^^H hebdomadal press are advocates of homceopathy; namely, the 

^^^^ Spectator, the Economist, and the Noneim/ormist Newspapers. 

^^^H One of the profoundest thinkers, the first logician of the age, 

^^^V is a homoeopathist, Dr. Whately, the archbishop of Dublin. And 

^^^B yet, the Deputy Coroner of Middleses asserts, " no inellectaal 

^^^T men advocate homosopnthy," 

^^H But in the matter of the progress of homoeopathy, the axiom 

^^H " Union is strength," must ever be remembered. The friends of 

^^H . homoeopathy should unite, and the objects for which they should 

^^H unite are expressed with excellent force in the address issued by 

^^^B the English Homosopathic Association. 

^^H " From the time when homoeopathy was first promulgated the 

^^H struggle on its behalf has been carried on solely by the indi- 

^^H vidual efforts of a few physicians who have had the candour 

^^^1 and courage to investigate its principles, and to acknowledge 

^^H its claims. But within the comparatively short space which 

^^H has intervened since the period when it was recognised only 

^^H by a single mind, it has been diffused by those efforts througb- 

^^H out almost every civilized country ; and the time is now come 

^^^V" when its disciples are sufficiently numerous to take, by a judidous 

^^^H organization, a definite part in promoting its reception. 
^^^B " The English Uomatopathic Association is therefore consti- 

^^^1 Euted with the view of uniting, as completely as possible, the 

^^^H tricnds of homceopathy, (professional and uon - professional, ) 

^^^H tliroughout the country, and of enabling tlictu to give effect, * 

^^^H by active co-operation, to the interest they feel in its adranco- 

^^^H itient. All who are acquainted with the system, or who desire 

^^^H^ to promote its fair investigation, are invited to join the ranks 
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thus formed; and, as the advantages to be derived not only CHAP .X^ 

from a well-planned oi^nization, but from numerous, rather ]| 

than from individually large contributions, have been strikingly \ 

exemplified in connection with many of the most important I 
questions of the present day, it has been resolved that the ftinda 

of the Association shall be raised entirely by voluntary donations, I 

coupled with the payment of half-a-crown from each of its |i 

Members as an annual fee for registration. | 
" Among the chief objects of the Association are, — 

1. To bring ^ogetllC^ the most active friends of horoiBopathy by means of GeuomI 

Meetings, at wliieh the progress aiii] the prospeotB of the aoionco ma; be 
detaiied. 

2. To publish trealises aod isfluo poriodicaJs PtplBQitury of Iho principlea of the 

Byatem, for distribution ( grstnitousl j as far as pi-:ictioable ) ainonget tliu 
Members and the public. 

3. To fiimiab the Members with statistioal reports of oaies in the viirions homceo- 

patliic inatitiitiona, aiid with notices on all important points bearing OD the 
progresa of the cause. 

4. To promote the publication of a corrcet translation of the works of llnhne- 

mnim and others. 
C. To establish an Hospital. 

" That these measures eftbctually can-ied out would greatly 
accelerate the progress of the science, will at once be seen. The 
statements furnished at the General Meetings would present to 
the public the facts of homteopathy as the best antidote to the 
libels of angry and uninformed opponents ; the general circu- 
lation of explanatory treatises and periodicals would carry know- 
ledge into quarters where the system may never have been 
heard o^ except through misrepresentations; and the publication 
of cases, and also of the works of the founder of this system, 
would be calculated to stimulate members of the medical pro- 
fession to abandon their present mode of opposition, and to 
resort to scientific experiments as the only test of the tmth or 
fidschood of scientific statements, 

" And apart from these consequences of its active efforts, the 
mere existence of the Association will work much good. The 
majority of the world dread ridicule more than they love truth ; 
and while individuals feel that in venturing to give even a trial 
to homteopatliy, they are exposing themselves singly to the jests 
of its opponents, — the prejudiced, and consequently uninquiring 
midtitude, — ^they will timidly draw tack. K. ho^vever, they are 
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[. fortified by being able to point to a body large in number, and 
comprising many respected contributors to science, openly 
avowing their recognition of the doctrine as the result of per- 
sonal trial and investigation, this difficulty will disappear. The 
advocate of the old school, whUe he denounces the system as 
unworthy of inquiry, and boasts of never having descended to 
its statistics, will no longer be regarded as an absolute authority, 
and his phrases " impostor" and " dupe," levelled at the practi- 
tioners and the disciples of a science of which he is ignorant, 
will lose their force when he is reminded that terms of this 
sort can scarcely apply to a large and influential body, using 
their best efforts, by the diffusion of information, to enable him, 
if it be possible, to prove them in the wrong." 

But the primary object to which all exertions should tend, is 
the formation of a public hospital. The address on the subject 
issued by the English Homceopathic Association presents most 
forcibly the grounds of its necessity : — 

" In soliciting the aid of the friends of homteopathy and of the 
public generally towards raising a fund for the establishment 

. of a homoeopathic Hospital, the committee feel that they are 
only discharging the duty incumbent on all who believe in the 
virtue of tlie homeopathic law, of doing their utmost to forward 
any measure calculated to afford to the poor the benefits of 
homoaopathic treatment, and, at the same time, to promote the 
public and scientific investigation of the truths of homiEopathy. 

" The benefits of homoaopathic treatment, so well known and 
so deservedly appreciated by thousands of the middle classes 
of society, are still comparatively unenjoyed by the poor in this 
country ; and, it is mainly with the view of extending to them 
the benefits of the new medical science, that the contributions 
and the subscriptions of the members of the English Homceo- 
pathic Association, of their friends, and of the public, are 
solicited for the establishment of a public homoeopathic Hospi- 
tal, by which alone so wide an extension of the blessings of 
liomoBopatliy can he effected. 

" It is also to be borne in mind that an Hospital affords the 
best and only satisfactory opportunity of treating and studying 
acute cases, and of testing the efficacy of homoeopathy in the 
treatment of acute diseases, which are generally asserted with 
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peculiar confidence to be beyond its influence. It is true that CUAP.J 
acute diseases come frequently under treatment, and peculiarly 
successful treatment, in private families and at homoeopathie 
dispensaries ; but the medical man has not the time, if he had 
the will or the power, to visit the dispensary patient at his 
home, and there witness the effects of a new system of cure; 
and there are other objections which are obvious in connection 
with such a course. But to patients treated in apublic Hospi- 
tal these objections do not apply. In entering such an insti- 
tution the patient knows that his case may he subjected to a 
public or general examination, and he prepares himself U!i 
allow and undergo it. 

" The advantages of a public hospital present also this impoi 
taut feature, that an opportunity would thus be afforded to 
every student of homoeopathy, before settling in medical practice, 
of becoming fully acquainted with all the symptoms which 
develop themselves in acute diseases ; with all the means best 
suited to meet these symptoms ; and with the mode of treat- 
ment generally which SO eulai^ed a system embraces,- To 
create an efficient corps of medical practitioners, it is necessary 
that a medical school, where all the branches of horaosopathic 
science can be taught to students, should be established ; and 
as a part of such school, an hospital affords the means of illus- 
trating the powers of the medicines, and of presenting examples 
of the different diseases to which those powers are applicable. 
In tact, this part of the medical school is essential to the 
scientific study of homoeopathy. Other branches of medical 
science, which are common to the allopathic and homceopathic 
systems, may be learned elsewhere, but the virtues of homoeo- 
pathic medicines and the homoBopathic treatment of diseases 
are matters which can be efficiently only taught in connexion 
with a homoeopathic hospital. 

" It is important to bear in mind that an hospital would help to 
diffuse more widely amongst all classes the truths of homceopa- 
thy ; that it would give the means of comparing tlie results of 
public homceopathic treatment with other treatment; and the 
relative superiority of homoeopathy once established in thi 
countrj-, (as it has been by the homoeopathic hospitals in many 



J 



KSTABLJSHUEirT OF AV HOSPITAL. 

SnAP.XVII. places abroad), the success of the institution and its consequent 
advantage would be secured. 

It is hoped, therefore, that the friends of homceopathy in the 
metropolis will concur in this endeavour to supply to others, and 
to the poor especially, the benefits which they themselves may have 
experienced from bomojopathic treatment. And the committee 
would also venture to appeal to the advocates of homoeopathy 
throughout the country, to contribute to an undertaking calcu- 
lated to afford the coraplctest test and to secure the widest diSu- 
sion of the results of homoeopathic treatment, and to train up a 
body of scientifically educated and efficient homa>opathic medi- 
cal practitioners, for the service of the public* 

• At « Mm'tirig of tlio CommitWe of tlio Aasociatiou. the following Rulea wor? 
propoiod to bo ndoptod in roforenoe to the IIoiiifBopatliic Ilospital :— 

HuLi I. — That A Donor to tbe nmount of FIJI; Founds uid apimrda, be termed 
a BBDefnctoi' anil I.ifo Governor. 

Rett, n.— A Donation of Ton PouDda shall constitnto the Donor a Life Giixor- 



RuLi III.— An Aimval Sohsorilxn- to the nmonnt of Onu Fonnd, shnll be con- 
■idored s Governor to long aa he continues his Subscription. 

Rui^E IV. — Tho GoTDrnors shall possess the privilege of elcotiii~ tlie Medical 
Officers, aod of d«temiiniag' rules iur the adtoissioa of Patients. 

RuLK V. — The Votes of tho Electors may he given by proxy. 

RULI VI. — The GovDmors. at a GpudriI Meeting, ihall form RuIob for regulating 
the aflUli of the Institution, imd &r eleotin^ the Hoapital Committee. 

Tnuicei for tho Fund, Tbouas II. Joumbios. Eai^., 16. Cooil Sireai, Strand, 
.TuiRs St*IlsrBU>, Esq., Inner Temple; and Jou.s Errs, Esq., M.D., 89, Great ' 
Ruswll Street, Bloomshury. 

SdbMiriptions maelTcd by the Trustees; and at Messrs. Huieei A Co.'s, Banken, 
PeiKibuToh Street ; at the London and Wastuiinster Bank ; and at the XTiiion Bank 
of Loudou. 

N. B. The Committee ftirther hare the plensiire of adding, that a Lnilias' Cora- 
tnittee has been fbrmed to nid In colleetiug the funds fur tlie Qospital, and any 
conunonloationa ftir tho Ladira' Cominiltae can bo adilrea«d to the Honorary 
Seorvtary. Mrs. Wiluason. 31, St, Geor^'i Road, Souibwark. 

Aa<<. — Tbe Committee of tho English noaiieopBChic Assneiation. pmpoee dtat 
Uia Hoapital shall he conimenaDd as soon ai the sum of £1000, by Annual Snb- 
iripUoDi, haa been obtained. 
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Sectios I.— treatment OF CATTLE. 

When it ia asserted that homceopathic practitioners cure their SECi'. 1. 
patients by means of the imagination, the ajiswer at once pre- 
sents itself, How then can cattle be cured ? 

Few have the slightest conception how extensively and how 
beneficially homcDopathy has been applied to the treatment of 
the diseases of the lower animals. 

Some idea may be gained from the following communications, 
the first by Dr. Luther,* the second and third by Peter Stuart, ! 

Esq.,t and the fourth by Dr. Epps-J | 



'l^L 53, SWphoti'a Croon, August 12th, 1845. 

^^K Mt DeaB NewTOS — I most willingly comply with your 
request, to give you some information on the homoeopathic 
treatment of the present distemper among cattle. However, 
I shall shortly prepare a paper for the Irish Homceopathic 
Society on the subject, in which you vrill find full information 
on the several points connected with it. This disorder has b 
treated with very marked success, in and near DuHin, 
self and several friends. 

As you have had an opportunity of seeing a great number 
of cases, I need not describe the symptoms of the disorder, 
which, in the actual beginning of it, are exceedingly obscure, 
but cannot be mistaken in the latter stages. They vary in i 



• The Joanud of BeaUh and Dieease, toI. I., 80—10!. 
\ i Ibid., vol. ni. 170—194, and vo\. IV., 311, 312. ] Ibid., vol. III. 3ftll, 38T,J 
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I, almost every case, and it is only by collecting the symptoms of 
a great number, that a complete knowledge of the disease can 
be obtained. The disorder itself is evidently pleuropneumonia 
of a malignant character. The result of my observations, as 
far as they go at present, is, by proper homfsopathic treatment, 
six out of ten head of cattle, attacked by the disorder, can be 
saved and radically cured. Strictly speaking, each case requires 
an individual treatment, according to its peculiar manifestation 
in the diseased animal. This makes the correct homceopathic 
treatment very difficult, and supposes an intimate acquaintance 
with our materia medica. However, in a case like this, where 
everything has decidedly failed, I think I may be justified in 
giving you at least some general advice, which, imperfect as it 
must necessarily be, when put to the test of strict homoeopathic 
rules, will lead you to much better success than anything that 
has hitherto been recommended. The principal remedies from 
which I have seen good effects in the different cases, when 
properly applied, according to the symptoms of each, are :- — 
hryonia, aramiic, senega, squills, tartar emetic, bark, rhua 
tomcadendron, sulphuric acid, vegetable charcoal, lachesie, and 



I would advise you to confine yourself for the present to the 
use of bryimia and arsenic, as most likely to prove beneficial. 
[Use the third trituration of arsenic, and third dilution of 
t/te tincture of hryonia, which can be obtained at any homoeo- 
pathic chemist's.] 

[Now to the treatment.] 1. It is of very great importance 
in this distemper to recognize it and treat it in its first stage, 
which, however, is very obscure and insidious, and scarcely 
shows itself in any other way than by a slight cough ; in all 
other respects the animal appears as usual. Whenever dis- 
temper is in the neighbourhood, a slight cough ought to be at 
once attended to. The best medicine to check the progress 
of the disease is hri/onia. Take fiiDm 10 to 20 drops of your 
tincture, mix them with a pint of cold water in a new bottle 
with a glass stopper, shake it well, and keep it in a cool place. 
Give tour times a day, at equal intervals, about a table-spoon- 
ful, after shaking the bottle well each time. The animal may 
be allowed to feed as usual. 



2. When the disease enters the second stage, (frtjquently SECT. 
taken by the dairyman for the be^nning of the disorder), which 
■generaJly shows itself by difficult breathJDg, accompanied by a 
grunt, and short painful cough, loss of appetite, running from 

the mouth and nostrils, cessation or considerable diminution of 
the secretion of milk, the cow standing gathered up, not 
chewing the cud, &c., arsenic is the best medicine to be given. 
You may then give [one] grain of the powder three or four 
times a day. I have frequently seen excellent effects fitim 
giving araenic and bryonla alternately, changing the medicine 
every four days. The animal should be kept under a dry airy 
shed, its bed be very clean, and frequently renewed. 

3. In this stage the animal ha.s little or no appetite, and all 
food should bo rigorously kept from her ; she does not digest 
it, and it lies in the stomach like a foreign body, and only 
increases and protracts the disorder. I look upon the obser- 
vance of this rule as a material point for final success. It is 
a radical, and frequently fatal mistake, to force nonrbbment 
down the animal's throat, A pail of fresh water should be kept 
within its reach ; [and if not drank, changed twice a day.] 

4. Once the disorder has reached the second stage, it is 
seldom perfectly cured under three or four weeks : the surest 
signs of returning health are, return of the secretion of milk, ^^h 
of appetite, and rumination. ^^^| 

5. Bleeding and purging ought to be looked upon as bighl^^^^^ 
injurious in this disorder, as they weaken the animal dreadiuUy, 

and favour the exudation of lymph and water, the consolidation 
and mortification of the lungs. 

6. It is of great importance to be exceedingly cautious in 
giving food, particularly soliii food, when the appetite returns : 

the stomach not having performed its habitual tVinctions ibr i 

weeks, the appetite exceeds the digestive powers; and if t 
animal be allowed to feed as it lists, it is very apt to have J 
relapse, which is difficult to master. 

These are the few general rules I can give you 1 
present. It is a rough homosopathic treatment, but will, evel 
as such, be comparatively very successful. 
Yours, &e. 

Charles W. Lijtuek. 
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[, IliHun Lodge, near Wmrington, Ijincnshire. Nov. 6, I847. 

Sir,- — I send you a tew cases of animals succeasfiolly treated 
by medicines homceopathically employed. The first case is a. 
black cow given up by the farrier, after bleeding, blistering, and - 
purging for ten days. He then told the farmer he could do no 
more, and it was not possible that the cow could live twenty-four 
hours longer, therefore he had better sell the cow. Having 
been told of the case, I sent the farmer word, if he had no objec- 
tion to allow me " to try my hand," I had not much doubt but 
that I could save his cow. He said he had no objection, but 
he thought it was of no avail, as he himself thought she was 
past cure. When I went to see her, he was bargaining with a 
butcher to sell her ; the butcher ofiered ten shilhngs ; the far- 
mer wanted fifteen shillings. I said, let me try to core your 
cow, and if she dies I will ^ve you the fifteen shillings for her. 
With this understanding I was allowed to proceed. 
BYMPTOMe. 

1. Horns cold. 2. Ears cold. 3. Feet cold. 4. Pulse very 
high. 5, Breath short and very hot. 6. Nostrils dilated and 
quite dry, 7. Tongue diy. S. Grunted like a pig, could hear 
her a hundred yards oflf. 9. Her milk nearly gone, only giving 
a few drops. 10. No appetite. 

I gave two drops of aconite, third dilution, in a quart of water, 
a wine glass Ml every half hour for two hours, and then every 
hour. Saw the cow in twenty-four hours after. 

Pulse much lower, horns warmer, feet warmer, breath not 
so hot, nostrils not dilated and moister ; tongue moist. 

Continue aconite twenty-four hours longer. 

The above symptoms all decidedly better : grunting very little 
better, milk no better, with a rolling noise in her belly. 

Ordered hryonia two drops, third dilution, in a quart of water, 
a wine glass full every two hours. 

Saw her in twenty-four hours after, the whole of the symptoms 
better; no rumbling noise, the grunting gone, and she gave 
two quarts of milk ; was chewing the cud very comfortably, 
and, as the fanner said, was quite a new cow: she was now 
ravenously hungry, 

Ordered them to be cautious in feeding her. In seven days 
sLl' was quite well, giving her accustomed quantity of milk. 



TRIATMXNI OF CATTLE. 

CASE n. ^' 

A brown cow. — The farmer called upon me this time, and 

begged that I would come ami see a most valuable cow, that 
was seized with the, murrain three days ago: my fame 'had 
began to spread. I said, Have you had the veterinary surgeon? 
He replied, " No, no, they eoidd do nothing but run up long 
bills, and then tell them to sell the cow." (All tuebe 
DISEASED CATTLE ARE SOLD FOR HUMAN FOOD.) ;,! then 
said, suppose your valuable cow dies, you will no doubt blame 
me and wish you had sent for the surgeon. I would much 
rather undertake it after it had been given up. He said. No, 
no : after the cure I had made there was uotluDg to fear. 
I went to see it. 

SYMPTOMS. 

1. The extremities all cold. 2, Pulse high. 3. Nostrils 
moist and running. 4. Moving her head fi-om side to side, 
moaning most piteoualy. 5. Opening her mouth as if her jaws 
were sore and in gi'eat pain, saliva coining from it. 6. Shaking, 
violent cough, appears to draw up her intestines as if by a cord 
in her throat. 7. A great falling off in her milk. 8. Hair 
standing and rough. 

Ordered acmdte, two drops of third dilution, and phoBphorus, 
two drops of sixth dilution, in a quart of water, a wine glass 
full every hour alternately. 

Saw her twenty-four hours after. Pulse lower, extremities 
much warmer, cough still bad, all the other symptoms much 
the same. 

Continue p/iosphonis without the aconite. 

Saw her twenty-four hours after. The symptoms decidedlv 
better — Continue phosphorus. 

Saw her in forty-eight hours. Cough much better; head 
better ; did not moan ; no running from the nostrils ; no 
saliva from the mouth ; hair still rough ; skin still tight and 
hot. Gave six globides of arsenicum on a piece of bread ; 
wait twelve hours ; and then continue phosphorue. 

Saw her two days afUir. All the symptoms better ; chewing 
her cud very comfortably ; milk rapidly coming back ; skin 
smooth. 
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SECT. I. Saw her in four days ; she had got out of her shed and got 
amongst some wet grass, of which she had eaten very heartily: 
had a slight cough. , 

Ordered six globules of bri/onia in a pint of water, a wine 
glass fiill night and morning: if not better to let me know. 

I saw the owner in a fortnight after: he said she waa a 
tetter cow now than ever she had been, as she always appeared 
" to have had something to do with her ;" now she was better, 
and giving him twenty quarts of milk a-day. 



CASE in. 
A black horse, which had been under the veterinary surgeon 
for three months ; had large lumps on its shoulders and neck, 
some of them had burst and others had been lanced by the sur- 
geon. As fast as one got better another would break out. Wien 
I saw the horse, he had one large ulcer of about six inches dia- 
meter with a large core in the middle, besides numerous small 
ones forming all over the horse's shoulders : the surgeon said 
the large ulcer would not get better until the core came out, and 
he ordered the man, when he dressed the horse's wound, to try 
to poke it out with a stick. 

SYMPTOMS. 

1. Skin hot. 2. When touched, the horse would shudder as 
if he was in great pain, and shrunk from the touch. 3. Ulcers 
running yellow matter. 4. Horse veiy thin, 5. Lame on the 
fore foot, on the side that the ulcers were, as if the tendons had 
been drawn up by the running ; the horse appearing in great 
pain on putting this foot to the ground. 

Ordered arsenicum, tliird dilution, three drops in a quart of 
water, a wine glass full night and morning ; dressed the ulcers 
with tincture, diluted with water. 

Four days after, the core was nearly gone without the use of 
any stick, the small ulcers all healed up, tlie horse much better, 
skin still hot, — Continue arsenicum. 

In a week after, the core was entirely gone, the ulcer nearly 
healed up, the horse much fatter, skin much colder. 

Continue arsenicum. 

The week after ulcer (\\iite well, the horse as fat and as sleek 



as a well fed n 



They had commenced to work him ; he 
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was etill a little lame. Gave him a few globules of stili>hvr, SECT. 
sixth dilution. 

He now works regularly and is quite weJJ — three weeks from 
the eonunencemeiit of treatment. 

I think a fact worth mentioning is, that the whole of the tinc- 
tures that I used in the above cases, were those tinctures taken 
by Captain Johnson to Africa, in 1844 ; these having been pre- 
pared under the direction of Dr. Epps, who, when I had col- 
lected the symptoms of African fever and dysentery, wrote out 
with great willingness foil and ample instructions for those par- 
ties proceeding thither, for their guidance in the treatment of 
the above diseases, for which I beg thus publickly to return him 
my sincere thanks. 

These medicines, after being in Africa some time, and there 
used with success, were brought back, and now, having been 
used show that their virtues have been preserved unimpaired. 
Sincerely yours, P. Stdart. 



To these cases may be added the following case, communi- 
cated by Dr. Eppa. 

On Tuesday evening, November 9, 1847, the gardener of a 
patient residing about five miles from London, came up with a 
message wishing me to prescribe for a cow dangerously ill. 

The cow presented the following 

SYMPTOMS. 

1. Great pain in joints. 2. Stiffness in the limbs. 3. Can 
get up only partially, for while able to get upon her fore legs, 
she cannot get upon her bind legs. 4. Her pain apparently 
makes her try continually to move, but directly she does rise 
she fells from the want of power in her hind legs. 6. Her milk 
is very thick. 

She is lying out in the field, and cannot be brought into the 
cow-house. 

The poor creature moans most piteously. 

The " cow-doctor," who has seen her, thinks that she has the 
gargets in the udder, or a severe cold in the udder and through 
the bones. 

The cow is within six weeks of calving. 
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SECT. I. Ordered one drop of the tliird dilution of hryonia tincture, 
(nullionth part of a drop of the mother tincture,) in five onnces 
of water, also a dra§ oinvx tincture of the same etrength, simi- 
larly mixed with water. 

To take a fourtli of the one, and then four hours after a fourth 
part of the other, and so alternately. 

The same night she walked into the cow-house, and the fol- 
lowing day seemed quite well. 

The cow had taken some glohules of rims toxicodendron, and 
of Pulsatilla before I was sent to. 



TREATMENT OF THE LUNG DISEASE IN COWS, 

Mr. Stuart has, during the course of the last two years, treated 
as a connoisseur upwards of 180 cows, labouring under the pre- 
valent malady ; of these 130 were saved. The medicines in 
general use were aconite, the third dilution ; Bryonia, the third 
dilution ; Arsenicum, the third dilution ; iiHVS, the third dilu- 
tion ; KALI CABBOSICUM, fourth dilution ; SQUILLA, sixth dilution ; 
and PULSATILLA, third dilution. Of the medicines the dose ge- 
nerally given was twenty drops to a quart of water, of which a 
wine glass was taken every four hours. 

The aconite was given when the following symptoms were 
present : breath hot, breathing heavy, cough dry, general fever. 

Sryonia was given in alternation with aconite, when the 
cough became more loose. 

Arsenicum was given when there vras running from the nose, 
the hairs of the hide standing at an end -, intense heat, breathing 
very hurried, and looseness of the bowels : and also when there 
was much swelling. 

Rkits was used to follow the action of arsenicum : this was 
more especially indicated when the animals appeared uneasy in 
their limbs, and shifted about a great deal. 

JCali carhonicum was used when the animals appeared to have 
great pain in their sides ; this was used often in alternation with 
arsenicum, 

Squilla was used when the cough was shaking, as if the parts 
of the body would shake to pieces. 

Pulsatilla was used when the cows lost their calves, which 
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tliey invariably did when seized with the malady. The pulsa- SECT. I. 
titia was immediately efficacious to cleanse the animal, i, e. to 
effect the removal of the after-birth. 

The intervals at which the medicines were given were three 
or four hours : the animals were kept from all food until 
symptoms of returning health showed themselves ; then a little 
food was given two or three times a day. Their appetite at 
this time is very great, and care must be taken, as an over- 
laden stomach invariably brought on a relapse. Aconite, bryo- 
nia, and arsenicum, given alternately on each day generally 
effect a cure, if the disease is taken in time, in a few days, 
especially if the symptoms appear to a casual observer most 
violent and dangerous. The medicines must be mixed in new 
bottles ; each medicine in a separate bottle. 

Tlie following symptoms generally were present in these 
eases : — 

The animals generally, instead of standing straight, gathered 
their limbs up, i. e. drew their fore and hind l^s nearer to 
each other. 
^ They were generally chilly, horns cold, hoo& cold, 
^p No appetite at all. K milk cows, the milk left them. 
^^ The urine was sometimes scanty, hot, and thick. 

Great running from the nostrils. 

Grunting : short hurried breathing. 

They generally stood ; and, when lying down, it seemed to 
hurt them. 

The cows invariably lost their calves, when attacked with 
the disease, and the calves were generally born dead. 

The cattle sometimes swelled in the body, sometimes at 
one side, sometimes the other. 

The signs of improvement were returning appetite, feet get- 
ting warm, horns getting warm. If milk cows, the milk 
gradually came back again. 

It is worthy of remark that those that died under homceo- 
patliic treatment, died apparently without much suffering: 
the parties, who had cows die under both modes of treatment, 
expressed their astonishment at the ease, with which those 
died that had homceopatliic treatment, compared with the state 
of those that died under the other system treatment. 
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SECT. I. Niix vomica, Mr. Stuart adds, I have found of wonderful 

^^^ efficacy to all animals that have no appetite, and no 

^^L symptoms present. ^Mr. Stuart fiirther ailda, that the medi- 

^^H cines employed were obtained from Mr. James Epps, homce- 

^^M opathic chemist, 112, Great Russell-street, Bloomshury, London. 

^^B He feels this statement a duty, because he tried some 

^^M homteopathic medicines obt^ed from another quarter without 

^H success. 

^H CASE OF INFLAMMATION OF THE BOWELS AND OF THE 

^H TEATS IN A COW. 

^^H The cow calved the day before I was consulted : she became 

^^H very ill the day after calvii)g: the legs and the sinews are 

^^H drawn so tightly that the akin cracks. She has no fever, yet 

^^H seems in pain, and stands with her head and her ears hanging 

^^H down. She swells in her stomaeh, and in her hocks. What 

^^V milk she has is very thick, like curds mixed with the whey. 

^^B The cow doctor, who has visited the cow, says she ought to 

^^M lose two quarts of blood, and have some very strong drink, that 

^^m is, purging: he states that her complaint is the turget, that it is 

^^H in her bowels, and it is generally &tal when it gets there. 

^^^ The lady to whom the cow belonged, being a homteopa- 

^^m thist, refused to allow the cow to have either the bleeding or 

^^H the strong drink. 

^^H Ordered puleatilla, one drop of 3rd dilution every four hours. 

^^B Wednesday, Xdareh 7. — The dairyman said the cow was 

^^1 neither better nor worse. The milk is rather thinner though 

^^1 the qnantity is very small, indeed she has scarcely any. She 

^^H has no fever, is rather inclined to be cold. She neither eata nor 

^^B drinks, she has great dlificulty in rising, and is very weak. 

^^^ Ordered 1 drop of the 3rd dilution of bryonia, and four hours 

^^H after, 1 drop of the 3rd dilution of pulaatilla, and so in alter- 

^^1 nation, and each time of taking the bryonia to apply a poultice 

^^1 npon which 20 drops of the tincture of the 1st dilution of 

^^M bryonia were dropped. 

^^1 She has taken the bryonia and the pulsatilla in alternation, 

^^B and lias had the poultice of bryonia applied to the teats. 

^^B March 10. — The cow is better : her milk is thick : one quarter of 

^^H her bag gives good milk, the other quarters give impure milk. 






She can now eat her food : she holds up her head : she SEO!^ 
usually drinks fourteen gallons of water a-day, but now she 
drinks not more than three. 

Ordered bryonia and pul-aaiilla at longer intervals. 

March 12.' — The cow eats well and seems well ; her milk 
is still not natural and in small quantity, not more than three 
quarters of a pint from the three quarters. In the bag, the 
I part afiected, there is a hard loose substance. 

Ordered sulphur, a grain of the third trituration, in four 
loses. The cow was cured. 

The fact, recorded at page 193, in reference to the necessity 

of abstinence from food, illustrates a law which applies to the 

human being as well as to the lower animals. Abstinence in 

' acute disease is an essential to cure. Mr. Stuart remarks: — 

\ " Their appetite is very great, and care must be taken, as an 

overloaded stomach always strengthens a relapse." 7 his truth 

cannot be too deeply impressed on the mind ; the prejudice in 

favour of feeding patients, under the mistaken idea that fkeding 

ie NOuniSHiNO, is so strong. How many diseases are not cured, 

I 'because practitioners introduce a new condition, undigested food, 

I'fbrgetting that food is not of necessity noui'ishment ; but is, in 

I disease, in many cases, poison. 




Section U.— HAHNEMANN AND HIS LITERARY 
CHARACTER. 

I. Men may occasionally haveJaUen upon a great discovery, but 
this is not the usual course. A long course of well-directed 
mental training is the pioneer that is found to be generally 
essential to the discovery of any great truth. What toils (men- 
tal) Galileo went through before he established what is the 
motion of the earth in its relation to the sun of our solar system. 
What numerous experiments Harvey tried before he established 
the circulation of the blood. Jenner was years cautiously plod- 
ding on before he considered himself justified in promulgating 
the protective power of the vaccine virus. Lavoisier was ten 
years engaged in experiments and observations, before he put 
forth oxygen as the chief supporter of combustion : and how 
lengthened were the investigations of Sir Humphrey Davy, be- 
fore he made and put forth his discovery of the composition of 
potash and soda. 

Hahnemann stands not inferior to any one of these illustrious 
heroes of science. His mental training was one of the highest 
order, of the most comprehensive character. He studied the 
best works in the English, in the French, in the Italian, and in 
the Latin languages. He thus trained his mind by a width of 
range which tew men have attained to. 

As proofs of these assertions, what can be given more satisfac- 
tory than a list of the works which he has published.* 

TaANSLATlONS FROM THI! ENGLISH. 
1. John Stedtmann's Physiologysche versuche und beobacht- 
ungen. Leipzig, 1777. — Original. Physiological essays and ob- 
servations, by John 8tedtmann. London, 1769. 8vo. 

• Tbeea tilloa are copiod Q-oai the HoiiMopiilhic Emmiitcr, publislioJ at New 




I 



IahhEUasn and nie literart character. 199 

Nugent'a Versuch libcr die waaserscheu. Leipnig, 1777. — SECT. IJ 
Original. An essay on hjdropliobia. London, 1753. 8vo. 

3. William Falconer's Versuch uber die mineralischen wasser 
(iiid Bader. Leipzig, 1777. — Original. On mineral baths and 
waters, by W, Falconer, Bath, 1775. 8vo. 

4. Ball's Neure heilkunst. Leipzig, 1777. — Original. Ball's 
modern practice of physic. 2 vols. 8vo. 

5. Dr. M. Ryan's Natur und kur dur lungenschwindsuclit. " 
Leipzig, 1790. — Original. An inquiry into the nature, causes, 
and cure of consumption, London, 1787. 8vo. 

6. A. Young's Annalen des ackerhaues, Leipzig, 1790, — Ori- 
ginal, Young's Annals of agriculture. London, 1786. 2vols. 8vo. 

7. Cullen's materia medica. Leipzig, 1790. — Oriyihal. A 
treatise on the materia medica, by W. Cullen,M.D, Edinburgh, 
1"S9. 2 vols, 8vo. 

8. I. Grigg's Vorsichtsregeln fur das weibliche geschlecht, 
besonders in der schwangerschaft und dem kindbette. Leipzig, 
1781. — Original, Grigg's advice to the female sex. London, 
1789. 8vo. 

9. D. Monro's Arzneimittellehre. Leipzig, 1791. — Original. 
Monro's materia medica, London, 1788. 2 vols. 8vo. 

10. F. Ringby's Chemische bemerkungen iiber den zucker. 
Dresden, 1791. — Original. Chemical remarks on sugar, by F. 
.Ringby, London, 1788. 2 vols, 8vo. 

11. Brown's Elementen der medecine. Leipzig, 1801. — Ori- 
ginal. Brown's elements of medicine. 

FROM THE FRESOH. 



1. Demaehy's Laborant im grossen oder kunst die chyraischen 
produkto fabrikmassig zu verfertigen. Leipzig, 1784. — Original. 
Precedes chymiques ranges m4thodiquement et definis. Neuf- 

Ivehatel, 1780. 2 vols. 8vo. 
i 2. Der liq^uerfabrikant, Leipzig, 17S-5. — Oriffinal. L'art da 
[jSislillateur-liqueuriste, par Demachy et Dubisson. Paris, 1775. 
[■^ vols, 8vo. " 
t 3. Demaehy's Kunst des epissfabrikanten, Leipzig, 1787. — 
^Original. Demaehy's L'art du vinaigrier. Neufchatel, 1780. 
^vo. 



. Dio kennzeichen der giite und verlUlschuiig der 
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SECT. n. tel, von I. B. Sande. Dresden, 17 ST.— Original. La falsification 
des mMicaments devoilee. Bruxeiles, 1784, 8vo. 

5. De la Metherie uber die reine luft und verwandte luftar- 
ten. Leipzig, 1790. — Original. Essaie sur I'air pur et les diffe- 
rentes espt-ees d'air. Paris, 1785. 2 vols. 8vo. 

FROM THE ITALIAN. 

A. Fabroni's Kunst, wein zu verfertigen. Leipzig, 1790. — 
Original. Dell arte di fabre il vino. 

tbom the latis, 
Albrecht von Haller's materia medica. Leipzig, 1806. 1 v. 6vo. 
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EMAKN'S OaiGINAl. WORKS ASD ESSAYS IS LATIN. 

Dissertatio inauguralis medica. Conspectus affectum 



S])asmodicorum aetiologicus et therapeuticus. Erlangae, 1779. 
4 vols. 

2. Dissertatio hiatorico-medica de hellcborismo veterum. 
Leipzig, 1812. 4 vols. 

3. Fragmenta de viribus medieameiitfirun] positivis S. iu sano 
corpore, humania observatis. Leipzig, 1805. 2 vols. 

IH UERJJAS. 

1. A treatise on the detection and cure of poisoning with 
arsenic. Leipzig, 1786. 1 vol. 8vo. 

2. An essay upon the bad effects arising from the use of an- 
thracite coal fires. Dresden, 1787. 1 vol. 8vo. 

3. An essay upon theiniluence of various kinds of air. 1788. 
4to. 

4. Directions for detecting iron and lead in wine. 1788. 4to. 

5. An essay upon bile and gall stones. 1788. 4to. 

G. An essay upon a new and very efficient ngent in the pre- 
vention of putrefaction. 1789. 

7. An essay on baryta. 

8. Upon the detection of a new constituent in graphites. 1789, 

9. An essayupon the principium adstringena of vegetables. 1789. 

10. Remarks upon the mercurius solubilis Hahnemann), with 
exiiet directions for its preparation. 17S9, A second edition 

3 called for in 1790. 
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11. A treatise on syphilis, and its treatment witb mercurins SECT. If: 
solubilis. Leipzig, 1789. 1 vol, 8vo. 

12. An essay on the best means of avoiding salivation, and 
the destructive effects of mercury. 1791. 

ly. A treatise on the best method of preserving health, Frank- 
fort, 1792. 2 vols, 8vo. A second edition vcaa published at 
Leipzig in 1796. 

14. The apothecaries' lexicon. Leipzig, 1793, 2 vols, A second 
edition was ^inbli shed in 1795. 

15. Remarks upon the Wiirtemberg and Hahuemannean wine 
test. 1793. 

16. Kemarks upon the Cassel yellow, Erfurt, 1793, lvol.4to. 

17. Remarks upon the Hahneraannian wine test, and the new 
liquor probatorius forlior. 1793. 

18. An essay upon the regulation of the passions. Leipzig, 
1795. 

19. Socrates and Physon. 1795. 
I 20. An essay on the qualifications of a true physician. 1795. 
»21, A manual for mothers. 1796, 

22. An article in defence of Klockenbring. 1796. 

23. An essay upon the new method of discovering the cnratlve 
powers of medicines, and a criticism upon the methods pre- 
viously employed. 1796. 

24. Are the obstacles to the attainment of certainty and sim- 
plicity in the practice of medicine insurmountable ? 1797. 

25- An essay on eholic. 1797. 

26. Antidotes to several heroic vegetable poisons. 1798. 

27. A criticism of Brown's elements of medicine, 1801. 

28. A treatise on continued and remitting fevers. 1801, 

29. An essay on periodical disease. 1801. 

30. Remarks upon the candour and humanity that distinguish 
physicians of the 19th century. 1801. 

31. A treatise on the cure and prevention of scarlet fever. 
Gotha, 1801. 1 vol. 

32. An essay on the efficacy of small doses of medicine, and 
of belladonna in particular. 1801. 

33. A treatise on the cnre and prevention of hydrophobia. 1 803. 
84. An essay on coffee. Dresden, 1803. 
The above essay was translated into French by Baron Brun- 



SECT. II. now in 1824. under the title of JVail^ sur les effets du caps 

into Danish in 1827, by Dr. II. L. Lund, of Kopenhagen, under 

E^b the title of Kaffeen i sine VirJdnger; into the Huugarian dia- 

^H lect in 1829, by Dr. A. Budann, under the title of A Kafk 

^^H Munkal/itfai. It has also been translated into Russian by Dr. 

^^^1 Alexander Peterson, of St. Petersburgh ; into the Italian and 

^^H Spanish languages ; and finally into English, and published in 

^^H the American Journal of Homtcopathia in 1834 ; from whence 

^^H it was republished in the Homteopathic Examiner in 1840, and 

^^H copied iu the Health Journal during the same year. 

^^^L 3a. Esculapius upon the balance. Leipzig, 1805. 1 vol, 

^^^^ 36. A new system of medicine, based upon pure experience. 

^^1 Berlin, 1805. 1 vol. 8vo. 

^^H 37. Remarks upon the proposed substitutes for Peruvian 

^^^1 bark, and upon substitutes in general. 1805. 

^^^H 38. An essay on scarlet fever, 1808. 

^^^1 39. An essay on the value of the speculative systems of medi- 

^^m 1808. 

^^^1 40. Remarks on the insufficiency of the present materia 

^H medlca. 1808. 

^^H . 41. An essay on the abuse, and dreadful effects of mercury. 

^H 

^^H 43. Upon the necessity of a reform in the practice of niedl- 

^H cine. 1808. 

^^H 43. A treatise upon syphilis. 1809. 

^^H 44. Au essay on nervous fevers. 1809. 

^^H 45. On the signs of the times, as regards the practice of 

^^H medicine. 1809. 

^^H 40. A monograph on the only three possible methods of 

^^H curing disease. 

^^P 47. The Oi^anon. Dresden, 1810. 1 vol 8vo. A second 

^^^ edition was published in Leipzig in 1819 ; a third, in 1824 ; a 
fourth, in 1828; and a fifth, in 1833. It was translated into 

I French by Baron Brunnow in 1824 ; a second French edition 

^^■^ was published, at Dresden, in 1832 ; a third, at Paris, In 1833 ; 

^^^1 and Dr. A. 1. L. Jourdan published a fourth, in 1834. It was 

^^^1 translated and published in the Hungarian dialect, at Pest, in 

^^^H 1830, uuder the title of Organon (Eletmiise) a Gyogymuveszse- 

^^^1 guck vagy Hahnemann Samuel. Into Italian, by Dr. Guranta; 
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into Swedish, in 1836, by Dr. P. I. Lindbeck, of Stockholm, un- sect. M 
der the title of S. Hahnemann Organon for Litge-Kunst. Into 
English, at Dublin, by Dr. C. H. Devrient, in 1833; and in 
America, by Dr. Constanttne Hering, of Philadelphia. 

4.S. The pure materia medica. Dresden, 1811. tl vols. 8vo. 
A second edition was published in 1 822 ; a third, in 1 830 ; and 
a fourth, in 1833. It was translated into Latin, in 1826, by 
Drs. Stapf, Gross, and Biunnow; into French, by Dr. Bigel, in 
1827, under the title of Matiere tnedicale pure de Dr. Hahne- 
mann ; into Italian, by Dr. Fr. Komatno, in 1825, under the title 
of Pura dottrina delle medicine del Dr, Hahnemann. This is 
the great work of Hahnemann. 

49. A dissertation upon the use of homaiopathic medicines by 
physicians of the old school. 1812. 

50. A treatise upon nervous and hospital fevers, 1814. j 

51. A treatise upon syphilis. 1816. , 

52. An essay on bums. 1816. A second edition was pub- 
lished during the same year. 

53. Remarks upon suicide. 1819, 

54. An essay upon purpura miliaria. 1821. 

55. Upon the most certain method of preventing the extension, 
homroopathia. 1825. 
5fi. Chronic diseases. Dresden, 1828. 4vols. 8vo, A second 

edition was called for in 1830, and a third in 1 835. It was 
translated into French in 1832, by Di-. Jourdan ; and a second 
French edition was edited by Dr. Bigel. 
b 67. An essay on allopathia. Leipzig, 1831. 1 vol. 8vo. 
► 58, A treatise on cholera. 1831, 1 vol. 8vo, A second 
edition was published at Coethen in 1831 ; a third at Leipzig 
during the same year; a fourth at Berlin, in 1831, edited by 
Counsellor Stuler ; and a fifth, at Nuremberg, in 1832. 
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Who can read this statement of labours without perceiving 
lat the mind of Hahnemann must have gone through, in trans- 
lating or in writing these works, one of the best mental train- 
ings ? The direction of his mind to that department of the 
medical art, bis success in which will confer immortality on him, 
is strikingly apparent from the perusal of this list. Thus he 
translated Cullen's Materia Medica, which was the standard 
c c 
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SECT. II. work of the time ; a work inileed, considering the period at 
which it was publiished, of great merit : he translated also the 
Materia Medira of Monro. Ho translated another standard 
work on Materia Medica, that by Haller He thug must have 
attained a perfect knowledge of all that was known on the vir- 
tues of medicines previous to his time : this knowledge helped 
him, by showing what was known, and how little that was, to 
feel the miserable imperfection of the knowledge of the virtoes 
of medicines. 

The still more intimate investigation by him of these subjects 
is exhibited in the fact, that he published a treatise on the 
Falsification of Medicines. 

In fact, the more the matter is examined the more clear does 
it appear, that Hahnemann had all the mental conditions of a 
great discoverer : and is it wonderful that he should have dis- 
covered? Truth is ever ready to be embraced; only he, who 
attempts to embrace her, must prepare himself. " The kingdom 
of heaven is taken by violence" ia a dogma taught elsewhere ; 
and the kingdom of natural truth is to be taken in the same way. 
Troth requires mighty effort to persuade her to give up one of 
.her virgin purities to human embrace : she requires any one, 
who attempts to gain such a glorious object in mental marriage, 
to go through a course of mental puri6cation and mental drilling, 
which few have the courage to adhere to. 

Hahnemann had all the will to submit to the terms imposed ; 
and he gained the immortality, resulting from marrying his 
name to a truth. 

" Go and do thou likewise," may be with propriety said to the 
contemners of Hahnemann. Contemners indeed: men, who 
would think themselves quite fit to be niched in Fame's temple, 
if they had produced any two works equal to tho most inconsi- 
derable of those produced by the man v 
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IGSORASCE OS THE SUBJECT OP DIET. 



Sectios in. — ignorance of JIEDICAL PRACTI- 

TIONEKS, BOTH ALLOPATHIC AND HOM(EOPA- ] 

THIC, ON THE SUBJECT OF DIET. 

In health and when free from food, the stomach is usually sect. Ill 
entirely empty, and contracted npon itself. 

The inner coat of the stomach, in its natural and healthy 
state, is of a light or pale pink colour, vaiying in its hues ac- 
cording to its foil or empty state. It is of a velvet-like appear- 
ance, and is constantly covered with a very thin, transparent, 
viscid mucus, lining the whole interior of the organ. This 
coat (membrane) presenting the first appearance, is called the 
villous, or velvety membrane ; also, from being covered with mu- 
cus, the mucous coat. 

On the application of aliment, the action of the vessels ts 
increased, the colour brightened, and the vermicular motions 
excited. 

On viewing the interior of the stomach, the pecuhar forma- 
tion of the inner coats is distinctly exhibited. When the sto- 
mach is empty, the folds or rugce appear iiTegularly folded upon 
each other, almost in a quiescent state, of, as already stated, a 
pale pink colour, with the surface merely lubricated with mucus. 

" The gastric juice does not begin to accumulate in the cavity 
of the stomach, until alimentary matters are received, and excite 
its vessels to discharge their contents, for the immediate purpose 
of digestion. It is then seen to exude from its proper vessels, 
and increases in proportion to the quantity of aliment naturally 
required, and received. A definite proportion of aliment, only, 
can be perfectly digested in a given quantity of the fluid. From 
experiments on artificial digestion, it appears that the proportion 
of juice to the ingests?, is greater than is generally supposed. 
Its action on food is indicative of its chemical character. Like 
other chemical agents, it decomposes or dissolves, and aft«r com- 
bining with a fixed and definite quantity of matter, its action 
c 2 
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'. III. ceaso3. When the juice heeomea saturated, it refuses to diasolve 
more ; and, if an ewceaa of food have been taken, the reeidtie 
remains in the stomach, or passes into the bowels in a crude State, 
and, frequetttly becomes a source of nervous irritation, pain, and 
disease, for a long time ; or until the vis msdiEatriw natures 
restores the vessels of this vieciie to tJwir natural and heaUhy 
actions — either with or without the aid of medicine.'" 

Such are the conditions of the stomach in the state of health. 

Its conditiong in a state of disease are now to be noticed. 

" In febrile diathesis, or predisposition, from whatever cause 
— obstructed perspiration, undue excitement by stimulating 
liquors, overloading the stomach with food — fear, anger, or 
whatever depresses or disturbs the nervous system — the villous 
coat becomes sometimes red and dry, at other times pale and 
moist, and loses its smooth and healthy ap])earance ; the secre- 
tions become vitiated, greatly diminished, or entirely suppressed ; 
the mucous coat scarcely perceptible ; the follicles flat and tiac- 
cid, with secretions insufficient to protect the vascular and ner- 
vous papillie from irritation. 

" There are sometimes found, on the internal coat of the 
stoniach, eruptions, or deep red pimples, not numerous, but dis- 
tributed here and there upon the villous membrane, rising above 
the surface of the nmcous coat. These are at first sharp-pointed 
and red, but frequently become filled with white purulent matter. 
At other times, irregular, circumscribed red patches, varying in 
size or extent from half an inch to an inch and a half in circum- 
ference, are found on the internal coat. These appear to be the 
effect of congestion in the minute blood-vessels of tlie stomach. 
There are, also, seen at times small aphthous crusts in connec- 
tion vrith these red patches. Abrasion of the lining membrane, 
like the rolling up of the mucous coat into small shreds or 
strings, leaving the papillte bare for an indefinite space, ie not 
an uncommon appearance. 

" These diseased apjiearances, when very sUght, do not always 
affect essentially the gastric apparatus. When considerable, 
and particularly when there are corresponding sjTuptoms of dis- 
ease, as dryness of the mouth, thirat, accelerated pulse, &c„ 
no gastric juice can be extracted, not even on the application of 
alimentary stimulus. Drinks received are immediately absorbed. 
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or otherwise disposed of, none remaining in the stomach ten SECT. I 
minutes after heing swallowed. Food taken in this condition of 
the stomach remains usdigested for twenty-four or fortij-eight 
hours or more, increasing the derangement of the whole alimen- 
tary canal, and aggravating the general symptoms of disease." 
Dr. Combe remarks on these statements of Dr. Beaumont : — 

"TheM nppearances of tho villous coat and the noD-Becrction of the gfutric juicu 
in fevcriih states of th« Byeteui, sre very important in b pTBOtical point ofviow, and 
show hoiT injurious nnd oontnirj' to nature it ia to inaigt od giving food in sucb cir- 
Gunistunooa by vaj of supporting tho strength. Drinks are Dsefnl, beosnie they are 
not digestjid, but absorbed, and thus refresh the bod; : but solid food taken into tho 
stomach, con act only as an irritant wlicre there is no gastric juice to digest it." 

For this valuable, this exact information, the world is indebted 
to the talent and the tact of Dr. Beaumont, surgeon in the 
United States army. 

This gentleman happening to have under hia care a patient, 
named Alexis St, Martin, who had been wounded by the dis- 
charge of a loaded gun ; which, besides inflicting many injuries 
upon his lungs and ribs, made a wound into his stomach, by 
wliich every tiling he swallowed escaped. 

That wonderfiil restorative power, which exists in the healthy 
living frame, at length by causing a portion of the inner lining 
of the stomach to project at the aperture, produced such an 
arrangement of the parts as to form a valve, which completely 
closed the aperture, but which admitted of being pushed aside, 
so as to allow the interior of the stomach and the changes going 
on within to be observed. 

Dr. Beaumont took tho man into his service, and realized op- 
portunities of making observations on digestion, the like to 
which perhaps never occurred before, and it is likely will never 
occur again. 

Dr. Beaumont published a treatise, entitled "Experiments 

ft;jaid Observations on the Gastric Juice and the Physiology of 

IDigestion," which is full of the most valuable information, and 

fom this work the previous statement of the state of the stomach 

Kin health and disease has been gathered. 

The first part of the statement presents the reason that, the 
WET, over-loading the stomach produces indigestion. This part 
f the matter is passed for the present. The principal ohjecti 
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SKCT. HI. in this essay being to draw attention to the facts, that, in disease. 

^^^ diet is of the highest importance : and that many medical men, 

^^^L both of the allopathic and the homipopathic schools, are not cor- 

^^^1 rectly or scientifically informed on this subject. 

^^^1 The want of information on the part of the allopathic prac- 

^^^1 titioners is great. The evidences of this want are continually 

^^^1 presented in their practice, they administering wine and other 

^^^1 stimulants during the progress of disease. Add to this the fact, 

^^^1 that they assert that homo^opathists cure their patients by the 

^^^1 diet ordered ; and then taking the whole together, the proofs of 

^^^B the want of knowledge on th« subject of diet, have a strength, 

^^^B which reiiuires no additional remark. 

^^^1 It is to the want of information in connexion with bomceo- 

^^^1 pathic practitioners, that the chief importance is to be attached, 

^^^1 because as in their proceedings every step is tracked by the 

^^^1 enemy, it is essential that no false delicacy should cause the 

^^^H truth to be concealed, ever remembering the observation of old, 

^^^1 " Better are the reproofs of a iricnd than the kisses of an enemy." 

^^^1 The evidence of this want will come out in the narration of 

^^H the following occurrence : — 

^^^1 A Mr. Cordwell consulted Dr. Curie on the 19th of October, 

^^^1 1844. AAer passing through various diseased states, this 

^^^1 patient died at the beginning of March, towards the conclusion 

^^H of his disease hcemorrhage &om the bowels having taken 

^^^1 place. 

^^^1 This gentleman had an acquaintance, named Miss Sharpe, 

^^^1 She visited him, found that Dr. Curie had ordered him to 

^^^1 talce dietetically only toast and water, while the bosmorrbage 

^^^B lasted, and further when the htemorrhage should stop a taa- 

^^^1 spoonful of beef-tea every two hours. 

^^^1 This, not according with the notions of Miss Sharpe, she 

^^^1 wrote to Mr. Cordwell's friends, who called in Dr. Roots on 

^^^1 a Sunday, when, be it remarked, Mr. Cordwell was somewhat 

^^^1 better than he had been on the preceding day, and Dr. Roots 

^^^1 and Mr. Headland coinciding in opinion with Miss Sharpe, be 

^^^1 was ordered half a teacup-full of beef-tea: in fact, he had arrow- 

^^^1 root and beef-tea, alternately every four hours : and by the 

^^^B combined wisdom of Miss Sharpe, Dr. Boots and Mr. Headland, 

^^^1 he bad l)esides brandy, wine, and champagne; indeetl, as Miss 
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Sharpe stated, " every thing that could be supposed to stimu- SECT. lib 
late his stomach." 

The patient's stomacli howeyer (lid not respond to the kind 
sympathy of Miss Sliarpe, or to the dietetic wisdom of Dr. Hoots 
and Mr. Headland : for he vomited everything that he took 
under their direction. 

Mr. Cordwell died on tlie Wednesday following the Sunday 
on which tliis treatment was commenced. 

It appeared that this was too good a case in the eyes of the 
advocates of what is called " generous diet ;" it was too ex- 
cellent an opportunity to make an attack on homteopathy; it 
was too fevourahle a chance for exliihiting the benefits of having 
a medical coroner, to be allowed to pass by. What happened ? 
Mr, Wakley, the coroner, had certain anonymous communica- 
tions made to him ; and he, influenced by these anonymous 
communications, determined to hold an inquest ; and at this 
inquest, after hearing the exparte statements of the nurses, of 
Miss Sharpe, Dr. Koots and Mr. Headland, and after the cor- 
oner had been requested to hear Dr. Curie, but, when so request- 
ed, had recommended Dr. Curie to be silent, as no chai^ 
was made against him, Mr. Wakley, the coroner, summed up, 
and the jury found — 

" The jury are of opinion that Henry Cordwell died from 
exhaustion, caused by loss of blood from the intestinal canal, 
produced by natural disease : and in complying with what the 
jury believe to be their hounden du^, in returning their 
verdict in strict accordance with the sworn evidence of the 
medical gentlemen who have been called as witnesses, the 
jury cannot refrain from expressing the strongest feelings of 
disgust and indignation, at hearing it proved by the testimony 
of the nurses, that the afflicted gentleman had been cruelly 
exposed to a system of starvation, while in a state of the most 
extreme debility, during at least ten days previous to his death; 
he having, during that long time, been allowed nothing hut 
cold water, by the advice of his medical attendant." 

With the finding of the jury Mr. Wakley, a judge, having 
heard only exparte evidence on a difficult medical question, 
expressed his cordial concurrence. 

Dr. Curie, not having an opportunity afforded to him of 
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SECT. m. stating irhat be had done, and wbj he did as he diil do, wrote 
a letter to the Mamuiff Pott (the report of the inquest was 
publbhed in the newspaper,) in wbicfa be endeavoured to esta- 
blish, hy the resoUs of a widelj extended experience, that a dUt, 
similar to that nsed in Mr. Coniweira case, was, in acute 
diseases, the proper rule. 

The &pt. that Mr. CordweQ vomited the beef tea and the 
other " good things, " given him by iUss Sharpe, Dr. Roots, 
and Mr. Headland, would tend to establish, that, at least in 
the case of Mr. Cordwell, Dr. Curie was correct in his judg- 
ment regarding the diet, best suited to his patient. 

It appears, however, that, on this occasion, Dr. Cnrie was 
to be subjected not only to the injury songht to be inflicted 
on liira by the enemies of bomicopathy. bnt also to the addi- 
tional injury, resulting from a sensitiTeness of certain homceo- 
pathists, arising from a morbid sensibilit}- to the honour of 
homoeopathy, not checked by a knowledge of the physiological 
laets demonstrated by Eh-. Beanmont, and recorded at the com- 
mencement of this record. This additional injnry consisted 
in a letter to the editor of the Moniinff Post, in which these 
homoeopathists condemned the dietetic rules, laid down by Dr. 
Curie in his letter to the same editor, maintaining that such 
rules were not in accordance with the views of their common 
master, Hahnemaon ; but unfortunately quoting in evidence of 
such assertion statements by Hahnemann, where he condemns 
an oificious practitioner for almost starring a Jiealthy young 
woman after a favourable first confinement, and also where 
in treating upon ciiuoinc diseases he remarks — 

" The physician must not, by misplaced pedantry (in diet) 
trifle with the advantages wbicli the homteopathic treatment 
has over other symptoms, in all diseases, and particularly in 
chronic complaints, that of preserving the forces of the patient, 
so that his strength may be supported whilst the disease is 
diminishing under the treatment." 

The gentlemen referred to further justified their decision 
against Dr. Curio's dietetic rules, by quoting from a work by 
Dr. Simpson, a gentleman who, though a writer on homceopathy, 
believed in allopathy as well. 

Thus backed, and totally forgetting that the case of Mr. 
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Cordwell presented an aeutt! disease, these gentleman si^ed sect. 11^ 
their names to the declaration of their want of acc[uaiDtance 
with the facts demonstrated by Dr. Beaumont. 

These gentlemen namely, " Frederick Foster Quin, M. D, 
Joseph Gilioli, M. D. ; William H, Maj-ne, M. D. ; Hugh 
Cameron, M.R.C.S.; Harris Dunsford, M.D.; William Hering, 
L.A.C.; S.T. Partridge, M.D.; John D. Charles, M.R.C.S.; 
Victor Massol, M. D. ; Thomas Engall, M. R. C. S. ; Alfred 
Day, M.D.; William Wardroper, M.R.C.S.; William HamiW 
ton Kittoe, M. D. ; J. Chapman, M. A. Cantab., M. T). ; J*. 
Drysdale, M. D. ; Robert Walker, M. T>. ; Edwards Pbillij«, 
M. R. C. 8.E.; Berry King, M. A. Oxon., M. D. ; Henry R. 
Madden, M.D.; Claudius B. Ker, M.D.; John Norton, M.D.; 
James Goodshaw, M. D. ; George Newman, M. R. C. S. : " • 
would have done much better had they acquainted themselvM^ 
before deciding to exhibit this sensitiveness, with the interest- 
ing discoveries of Dr. Bcanmont : especially with the facts, 
" Theae diseased appearances, when considerable, and particu- 
larly when there are corresponding symptoms of disease, as 
dryness of the mouth, thirst, accelerated pulse, &c., no gaxtric 
juice can be extracted, not even on the application of alimentary 
stimulus. Food taken in this condition of the stomach, remains 
UNDIGESTED for twenty-fouT or forty-eight hours or more, in- 
creasing the derangement of the whole alimentary canal, and 
aggravating the general symptoms of disease." 

Some have not charity enough to consider the motive for this 
declaration to consist in a regard for homoeopathy : indeed, so 
strong was the impression on the mind of a homceopathist, 
(Mr. Sampson,) formerly a member of the English Homceopathic 
Association, that some inferior motive actuated the attach- 
ment of their signatures by these gentleman to this declaration 
against Dr. Curie, that, when the English Homoeopathic Asso- 
ciation was founded, Mr. Sampson moved a resolution to esolode 
these gentlemen from membership of the Association, until 
they made the amende honorable to their confrere Dr. Curie, t 



• These names are recorded, nltliough amoDgsli them aio bodm whoK ti 
hom<sopa,thista U muc)i to he ijueatianed. 
f At a spocial meeting- of the English Homfflopathio Aaaooiation, held Nor. 38, 
D D 
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SECT. III. It is certain, that, if Dr. Beanmont is to be believed. Dr. Carie 
was right. 

As this subject is rather important, such mistakes being 
continually made respecting diet in the treatmeut of the sick, 
a few additional remarks may be useful. 

In disease, tbe life power is directed to get rid of the injurioofl 
efiects of the cause, which has induced the disease. The life 
power makes violent efforts, and these efforts are often destruc- 
tive ; but the physician steps in, and, by the appropriate medical 
means, he directs the life power into the channel for its right 
exercise. 

He does not seek, (scientific homcEopathic practice is here 
referred to), to divert the life power from the part or parts 
diseased, (the allopatbist foolishly does), but he seeks to direct 
its exertions in that part or those parts aright. He knows 
that he must suspend all other appeals to the life power, while 
this struggle is going on. This is particularly the case with 
regard to diet, as Nature teaches by giving a loathing of food 
in almost all acute diseases. 

He says, what will satisfy the thirst will refi'csh without 
causing any necessity to the life power to be directed to the 
stomach to digest. He finds that water is such a diet — water 
simple : water and nothing else : not even toast and water. 

Why not toast and water ? Because toast imparts some glu- 
tinous, some fecular portions to the water, which will require 
the stomach to be engaged in digestion ; but simple water is 
absorbed : it needs no life power to be directed to the stomach 
to digest it. 

Hence the rule is sound, " give nothing but water to drink as 
a drink." Barley water, gruel, arrow-root, sugared water, in 
feet all additions to water are bad ; for all these additions re- 
quire a digestion : and all these digestions interfere with the 
life power in its action in restoring health. 



1818, tbe following resolution, moyed by Dr. Oiirio, and Mconded by Mr. TompIetOD, 
WHS carried unnniniijmly : — Tljnt Hiia Committee, tboufib din.ippfoi-ing of tlio nut 
committsd by the individuals reieired to in tbo rBBOlution of July 10, 18*8, ragKnl 
that tbe AsBooiation Is not suSeiently identified wjUi tbo mittter in question, as to 
justify the coDtinuanee of such rewlution on tbe Diinutes, and tborefore doelttn it 
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rThis is supposing the stomach can digest them, which, accord- SE 
ing to Dr, Beaumont's statement is doubtful: if not able to 
digest them, then the evil Irom taking such additions to water 
is augmented tenfold. 

But even supposing that they are digested: the temporarj- 
withdrawal of the life power from the part or parts diseased 
may perhaps suspend, just at the time when it is of the highest 
importance that no suspension should take place, some just 
being made link in the chain of cure, which being arrested in 
its completion the lite chain is never perfected, breaks and 
death or imperfect cure comes. 

Many times has the treatment of cerebral disease, when going 
on favourably, been arrested by some kind but unwise mother 
giving her child some beef-tea to strengthen it. 

When the diseased action is begining to cease, then appe- 
tite comes : and then barley water, beef-tea, arrow-root, may 
be taken at the usual times when the meal times were taken 
in health ; but in the intervals, even then, let water, simple 
water, be the drink ; otherwise the stomach ivill never have 
rest; it will always be engaged in digesting ; and thus the cure 
will be arrested or made imperfect. 

Note, — This subjtct h further esamiiied in the aection of ihf Appendijtj 

enlitled " Coroners' Inquests and Homo; op alb}'." 
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Sectios rV.— the progress of H0M(E0PATHY. 

'. HomcBopathy has made rapid progress Such a result was 
likely, notwithstanding the opposition to it : this result being 
fouuded upon the great fact, that all men can perceive the truth 
of a change from health to disease, and the perception is so 
strong, that no sophistry can set aside the facts of the change, 
and of the medium through which the change was effected. The 
conviction embodied in " I was blind, and now I see," was sufB- 
oient to enable a poor, and perhaps an unlettered man, to over- 
turn all the arguments of the ^lite of the Jewish mlere. So 
with cures, Homteopathists can and do effect cures where allo- 
pathists cannot. The cured recognize this, and the consequence 
is the diffusion of homroopathy. 

It may be interesting briefly to glance at the spread of homcc- 
opathy. The facts collected are arranged in connexion with 
other countries and with this country. 

It has been said that homceopathy has been tried in Russia, 
and failed* The feet is, that, in Petersburgh, Moscow, and 



■ la Qie Medieo-CMnmjical neview for Jul;, 1834, tiiare ia an aiiicle lieaded, 
■' Fatal Blow to UomoiopHthiem in RusaU." 

"To give a apeciniBii oftbo practical oieellencies of homoiopnthiBm, we nmuot do 
bettor UiaQ allude tu the courao which baa bsen purened by the Riuiian Govemment 
toWDf da it. A Saxon phjaician, M. ilermann, the great apostlo of the system in 
Russia, was invEstcd by the grand Duke Miclinel, with full powcra to diapUy in 
a courao of clinical otpcrimonts, ita superiority over the common practice and 
tbeory of the day. 

" One of the vnrda of the Hospital do Tuttschin, irhioh contained a Dumber of 
snldiora aStoted irith tcrer and dyacDliery, was allotted to Ma apccial management 
dunng a space of two months. 

" The following tabic exliiblta the results : — 

I'Btientl. Cured. Died, BeDBiiiing. 

Common method, 457 30i (I flS 

Domteopathie do,. 128 65 5 38 

" U aeema that tlio Grand Dulto could use his eyi?s : lie was aaiiaScd. and wJUi- 
dl'ow his conuniMion. 
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Riga, homcBopatliic practitioners abound. In Petersburgh, the SECT. iVi 
half of a government hospital for women, containing 100 beds, 



■■ UnwQTer, some time aftur tbia the Minbti^ra of tho Russian Government 
Biiimnoned Mr. U. to Poteraburg, gnvo hini authority to aelect his own hoapitnl, 
and to niBhe any arrangements he thought flt. Tlie wards were fresh painted, and 
every hygienic pracaotion &itUlillj executed. Eran tho kitchen waa pbced entirely 
nndpr his control and saperintendenoB : and in order to prevent the posiibility of 
any intarferonm n aentinel vm placed before the door, and nono permittitJ t« entpr 
during the oooaaional absence of M. Henuann. Uia first request reapecting tho 
pntienta waa a very moderate and modest one, viz., that none shoald be sent to 
his hospital who laboured under uloers, eyphilis, dropsy, phthisis, Ao., and that 
he should have the seleotion of all his casea. !l Even under these moat fortnnftte 
Giraumstancea, the rcaulta were moat unfavourable to the new system ; the pro- 
portion of deaths to recoveries was much higher than in ordinary practice, and tha 
Juration of the treatment was always protracted and tedioos." 
[Such is the statement. What arc the facta ?] 

The above story was indited by a person of the name of Soidliti, and had its 
origin in an hospital trial which took place about seven years previously. The Em- 
peror himself, and not the Grand Duko, ordered Dr. Hermann, in 182T, to take 
charge of a military hospital at Tulzyn, in Podolia, not Tattschin, for the space of 
tliTfe, not two months. During the llrst two months of the trini, five of the patients 
died, and the last month, which the Med. Chir. baa entirely omitted, but one died. 
W^ t^a. Received. Cured. B^mahiiiig. Died. 

^k True Report 101 UU 18 U 

^K False Report, IBS cr, 5S S 

Sum of tuiaatatement, 36 75 40 1 

Four of these persons who died were examined after death by allopathic phyiiol- 
ana, when the following results were elicil«d : — the first had ossification of the bron- 
chic ; the second was in the laat atage of pulmonary consumption, brought in at 
his orgent entreaty, and died in four daya ; tho third waa brought from the laiaretto 
of a regiment, where he had long been treated for ague, complicated wi(h aourvy 
and diarrhoja ; he died soon aRer his admission of g.angrens of the acorbutie uloori ; 
the fourth had enlargement of the liver, induration of the apleen, and atrophy 
of the heart. 

One very singular fiiot must strike tho rea'Ier, that in the report given by tho 
Med. Chir. lleview, 457 piitients labouring under fever and dysentery were treated 
allopatbically for two months, and not a single death uccuired. Moat novel occur- 
renco ! Wbat a happy aoheme to £ill upon, to curtail tho duration of the trials to 
two montha, and thua pass over tho third month ; for oven taking Seidliti's state- 
ment, numberi of Ihe patietUi died on the eixty-prtt day, that is, the very firit 
day after he elotet hii report, in consequence, as he says, " of an altered balonoe 
between the circulation and excitability I" 

In regard to the trial at St, Petersburg, which waa conducted under tho Bui»r- 
vision of a commifision appointed by the Government, of ollopathio physicians, that 
conunisaion reported that the trial was "not \mfavmiralite to the new lytieia." 

This trial took place in 18!i0. The general rcsilts of this trial are as lollows : — 
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SECT. IV, has T>een devoted to homtcopsitliie treatment. HonKeopathy is 
legalized, the licensed homteopathic laboratories are numeraus, 
and the scale of charges of honKKopalhic medicines is fixed. 
Homceopathists are allowed to prepare and dispense their own 
medicines. So far from being found wanting in Russia, a ho- 
mtsopathist holds his position as one of the medical councillors 
of the state. Many of the nobility practise (practitioners are 
very scarce in Russia) homoeopathy on their own estates. A 
patient of the writer, the Baron de Bode, one of the emperor's 
couneillora of state, took over to Russia a large supply of horace- 
opathic medicines for the persons on bis estates. 

In Prussia, very stringent laws are enacted to prevent impro- 
per medical practitioners tampering with the health of the people. 
The offices of physician and of apothecary are quite distinct, and 
it was equally illegal for a physician to sell medicine, as for an 
apothecary to vend it without a written order from a physician, 
and none but a person who had passed through a series of trials, 
first before the central board, and afterwards before the local 
one of the part of the country in which he purposes to practise, 
was allowed to exercise the calling of physieian. 

These regulations were found to be very oppressive to homoe- 
opathic physicians, principally from the incapacity of apothe- 
caries to prepare their medicines. In 1843, the Prussian 



wholp Qumber i-efloired 305 ; tiircil, 34! ; rcemered, 10 ; ditii, 23 ; ecniTslescont, 
B : remainiiig ciimblc, 11 ; ramaiiiiiig incunkblo, S. 

Of the twenty-three deaths, five occurred of patienta lubouring under pulmouarj 
oonsnmption ; four of twenty-BBTen cases of mnlignnnt frrer : one of forty-ftiiir nasus 
of bilious foTor ; and three of four oasos of organic lesions of loos' standing. Ttie 
ramming ton deaths occurred of aevon varioiu digeagoa, without, cren in the eyes 
of the commission, attnching cenBuro Ui the system. 

The Bbore account ia contlensed from the officiftl report of the oommiesiOD of allo- 
pathic pbfaiciima appointed by the Russian Goremment. 

For the iaformatida of the Med. Chir. Review, wo would mention that six yoara 
after this "fatnl blow," it aeems that the Emperor, IiIlo the Grand Dulie, "uould 
use his eyoe," and. tharcfore; issued an ukasa or order lor ttie establishmoDI of 
homteopathio apothoa.iries in tiis Tsrious govemmentB of that vast Empire. The 
ukase was published in N'ovembur 1833. llomoeopathy is steadily extending 
IhroVghRuash.— QMlfdfiviii Br. BliKi-'sPi-tiu'ipleiiai^ I^Mtk,- 1'/ IlvniaopiilAi/, 
pp. 170— liSJ. 
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government took into special consideration the hardship, and SECT, IV, 
from the length of time homeopathy had existed in that 
country, and the number of physicians who had adopted it, 
deemed it expedient to enact, by a cabinet order signed by 
the king and three of the ministers, an edict to this effect, 
that any physician properly qualified for practice, (that is, 
with the yarious licenses,) may himself dispense homce- 
opathic medicines ; that he may not do so without a special 
license from a board of examiners, who are to ascertain hia 
knowledge of botany, chemistry, pharmacy, and the homceopa- 
thic method of practice, the board itself to be appointed by the 
minister of public instruction and medical affairs : that this 
license shall be granted only to graduated physicians, not to 
doctors of surgery, or ordinary surgeons: that all homoeopathic 
physicians shall be required to keep a supply of the strong tinc- 
tures of the medicines they employ, and also, that they shall 
keep a register of all the patients they treat, and the medicines 
they give to each patient : that any person practising homceo- 
pathically without this license shall be punished in accordance 
with the laws for preventing the sale of medicines by improper 
persons. (^AUgemeine, Horn, Zeitung, 9ih October, 1843.) 

The King of Prussia, at the recommendation of his allopathic 
physicians, has, with the happiest results, tried the system on 
himself and members of his family. 

The ambassador of the King of Prussia now resident in this 
country is, it is believed, a homteopathist. 

In August, 1845, a homceopathic association, similar in con- 
struction and objects to the English Homffiopathic Association, 
was founded in Konigsberg. An account of the meeting was 
published in the Konigsierger Zeitung of August 11th, 1845. 
Among the names of those interested is that of the now cele- 
brated Von Arnim. 

To pass to Austria. 

It is a iact, that, not long since the practice of homoeopathy 
was strictly forbidden in Vienna. The medicine chests of the 
homceopathic physicians were seized by the domiciliary police. 

In Prague, the homo30pathic physicians practising in that 
town were cited by the Austrian authorities, who, on finding it 
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SECT IV. impossible to reconcile the existing laws with the prevailing ho- 
mceopathic practice, dropped the matter. 

What added much to the recognition of homreopathy in Aus- 
tria, was the tact of the cure of a malignant tumour of the eye, 
which affected the Field-Marshal the Count Eadetsky in the 
year 1841. 

At present, besides the homceopathic hospital at Vienna, a 
homoeopathic hospital connected with the order of the Sisters of 
Charity, under the medical direction of Dr. Reiss, opened in 
1842, is now in active operation at Linz : at Gyongyos, in Hun- 
gary, is another hospital, under the care of Dr. Herner. At 
Raab, in Hungary, a public expression of thanks was given to 
the homccopathic physicians. 

A society of homeopathic physicians exist at Vienna. The 
principal object of this society is to prove again the medicines 
proved by Hahnemann. In connexion with the proceedings of 
this society, the following interesting fact is recorded: — 

Dr. Ameth, one of the provers, after taking one or two doses 
of aconite, without knowing what it was he toot, experienced all 
the symptoms of inflammatory fever, and, thinking he had caught 
cold in some way, took some globules of aconite — for he found 
the yery symptoms experienced by him are described under 
aconite in Hahnemann. This drug he was taking, but without 
his knowledge. 

The task this society has laid upon itself, requires a greater 
amount of self-denial and resolution than that imposed upon 
any body of scientific men, and whatever be the result of their 
labours, medical science must ever be indebted to them for their 
severe self-imposed sufferings in its cause. 

The government has commissioned twelve homceopathic 
Viennese physicians to compile a homceopathic pharmacopseia 
for the use of the Austrian states. 

The government has, however, suspended the meetings of all 
societies, (for the meeting of men of science and Austrian des- 
potism do not tally,) and consequently the Homceopathic Society 
does not meet, and as yet the Austian Homceopathic Journal has 
not reappeared. 

The King of Bavaria sent Dr. Roth to Austria to collect the 
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documents relative to the homceopathic treatment of cholera ; sect. IV. 
and on the publication ol" these documents, which proyed how 
successfully this treatment had been used in that disease, the 
Bavarian government decided that homtBopathists should be 
allowed to practise, although the practice of homceopathy was 
prohibited in prisons, hospitals, and almshouses. In 1848 a 
decree was issued, by which horareopathists were allowed to 
treat homceopathic ally in all the prisons, public hospitals, and 
almshouses, those who expressly wished to be so treated.* 

The former Duke of AsnALT-CoETnErr issued a proclamation, 
recommending hom ceo pathy to the attention of his people. 

The Duke of LuccA established a large hospital, where patients 
are treated exclusively homceopathically. 

The Saxon pariiament voted money for the homceopathic 
hospital in Leipzig. 

In CoPENBAQEN, a Special department is allotted in the hospi- 
tal for patients who are for homoeopathic treatment ; and a laza- 
retto has been allotted for homceopathically treated patients. 

In 1832, homteopathy was making great progress in Darm- 
stadt, in Geissen, in Lich, and in Gurnberg and other towns. 
The apothecaries, whose trade was in danger, appealed to the 
law, which prevents the physician dispensing his medicines, and 
they obtained from the government the following order, which 
was pubhshed June, 1832, in Mayence, Geissen, and Darmstadt. 

" There is no permission granted to the homceopathic physi- 
cians which allows them to dispense their own medicine, and by 
this are meant the dilution and the preparation of medicines ob- 
tained at the apothecaries' shops. The law can make no differ- 
ence between homosopathic and other physicians; both alike must 
prescribe medicines for patients out of the apothecaries' shops 
alone. But it is in the power of homoeopathic physicians to 
he present when the apothecaries prepare medicines, to see that 
the requisite attention is bestowed on them." 



■ A proceeding Tory different from Hint ndopted to the poor of GUrtonbury, wlio 
petitioned toio allowed to he treatiad homtcopathioallj by Mr. Newman, but nsro 
refused by tbe poor bw commis.iionerK. 
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'. Dr. Weber, who, to meet this difficulty, gare his medicines to 
Iiis patients, was fined 30 dollars ; the consequence was that 1300 
families in Oberhesse and the neighbouring provinces petitioned 
the ministry to withdraw the prohibition. The ministry refused 
to interfere. The petitioning parties then addressed the grand 
duke, hut in vain. The advocate Sundheim wrote on the legal 
bearings of the question, and presented a petition to the Second 
Chamber of Deputies, begging them to examine the lawa refer- 
ring to the dispensing of medicines. 

A committee was appointed to inquire, and upon their report 
a discussion upon the whole matter took place in the chamber. 
The arguments urged are interesting. Deputy Hopner observed: 

" The grievance complained of is undoubtedly one of the 
most important subjects for the consideration of this parliament 
(Landtag J, for it affects the question, whether a new medical 
system, which threatens wholly to overturn the old ones, be 
allowed to afford the evidence of experience as to whether it 
deserve the preference or not ? That homteopathy is only a 
negative system, inasmuch as the medicines cannot operate, 
and that the homceopathists are mere spectators of a disease 
until nature affords relief, is a manifest petitio prmci'pu. since 
the homceopathists do give medicine, although in small doses. 
The decision of the matter before us must rest upon the answer 
to two questions. I^'irsf, Has homceopathy a claim to be a real 
scientific system ? And, second. Does it suffer from a law which 
stands in the way of homceopathic physicians dispensing their 
own medicines 1 Both these questions must be answered in the 
affirmative. The first admits of no difference of opinion: even 
the allopathic physicians admit the afSnnation ; and if it be 
admitted, then must the homteopathic physician have the right 
to practise. Homceopathy is daily gaining ground, and threat- 
ens all the other systems with overthrow — and also the phar- 
macy. Here chiefly does the keen strife between allopathy and 
homceopathy seem to take place. It is indeed very natural that 
the allopathic physicians and the apothecaries should employ 
every means in their power to arrest the threatening storm; 
hut that can be no reason why the question of grievance should 
not be fairly discussed by the parliament. 

" In reference to the second question, there seems to be no 
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K'3aw to prevent homceopathists dispensing their own medicines, sect 
TB tlie homceopathists were forbidden to dispense their medi- 
i-dncs, it would be equivalent to forbidding them to practise. 
1 iThe apothecaries are not instructed in the preparation of the 
I homteopathic medicines ; and, besides, they have an interest 
I in frustrating the efforts of the homceopathists. From these, 
I «nd other reasons, I am for the passing of the motion (i. e, to 
I temove all legal obstructions). It were indeed much to be re- 
[. gritted for the interests of humanity, if homceopathists were, 
I by the dispensing of medicines by physicians being forbidden, 
I tillable to afford proof of the superiority of their system to all 
I ®)rmer ones ; for altogether irrespective of its scientific claims, 
I ik offers many other advantages in the cheapness of its means, 
I the strictly abstemious diet it requires, and in various other 
I lespects which former speakers have enlarged on," 

The chief objector against adopting the resolutions of the 
Second Chamber, was the Chancellor Armsand: his chief 
objection was the interference with the privileges of the apo- 
thecaries. 

To an objection urged, (hat medical colleges alone eotdd decide 
\ihia matter, the Prince of Solms-Lich replied — 

' It would be perfectly true if the said colleges were equally 

■composed of homceopatbic and allopathic physicians. As long, 

kiowever, as this was not the case, so long would these colleges 

I decide in their own favour; and one might expect that their 

rejudices, more than their reason, would influence their 

ftjudgment," 

The subject was subsequently discussed in the Second Chamber 
f of Deputies of Baden, and in the discussion the Councillor Herr. 
l-lrfter showing the necessity of having proper persons to teach 
1 and examine graduates wishing to practise homceopathy, made 
the following rational objection to the examination being con- 
Ihdacted by the practitioners of the old system : 

" To take an example from tho Church here in this State,— 

R system of education is provided both for Protestant and Ro- 

I Catholic clergy ; but there is a separate examination for 

Sie different candidates ; it would be ridiculous at the leasit to 

lake Protestants examine Catholics, and Catholics Protestants. 

The chamber at length addressed the duke. 
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"1. That the number of physicians who practise hotncropa- 
thically is considerable, and increases more and more. 

" 2. That the homcEopathtc system has won so unusual an in- 
terest among the people, that the Legislature can do longer re- 
main inditlbreiit, but is bound to establish laws which the 
public weal demands. 

" 3. That no obstacles, unless it be absolutely necessary, 
should be laid in the way of the progress of science ; on the 
contrary, much more should it receive all encouragements, 
which really is to the advantage of the citizen. And that also, 

" 4. On the other hand the citixen is entitled to be protected 
apainst the abuses to which this system may be turned. It was 
Unanimously agreed most humbly to petition your Boyal 
Highness, 

'■ 1. Until the next meeting of Parliament [or the Estates] to 
appoint a committee of physicians equally efficient and expe- 
rienced in the allopathic and homtEopathio medical systems, 
to determine the best way of ensuring instruction in the new 
method. 

"2. That physicians be allowed to give homceopathic medi- 
cines gratuitously. 

" 3. Moreover, let it be permitted that only licensed physi- 
cians practise the homceopathic method ; and to meet this re- 
quirement, that candidates in medicine be examined ou homceo- 
pathy at the examinations authorized by the State. 

" This petition we lay with deepest reverence at the foot of 
your Royal Highness' throne, Carhm/ie, 2nd Oc/oherABSS. 

" In the name of the most humble and obedient Second 
Chamber of State Deputies, 

" President Mittermaieb. 
Skoretary Rutcdmans, 

Dh. NORD^a V, DtTRBHElMB." 



In the duchy of Brunswick, about 1833, the Brunswick Col- i 
lege of Medicine issued a decree, " T/tat no sludeiit could receice \ 
his doctorate, if he entertained the intention of practising Aomteo- 
pathy /" and even at a later date the college required pledges of 1 
the graduates not to pursue the homceopatbic system. In 1842, < 
such was the hold that homoeopathy had taken of the public I 
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mind, that the ministry appointed Dr. Trelitz to examioe all SECT. %. 
stndents who intended to practise honiceopathically. (^Algemeine 
Zeitung of Leipzig, April, 1S42,) 

Subsequently Brunswick, through the magistracy, expressed 
its gratitude for homcBopathy, in presenting a handsome present 
to the two chief bomceopathic physicians. 

The progress of homoeopathy in Geseva is exhibited in the 
fiict that it roused the selfishness of the allopathic practitioners, 
who attempted to stop the progress of this noble art of healimf, 
by inducing the Grand Council to pass, in the year 1845, a law, 
to the eftect " that no one is to prepare, dispense, sell, or give 
any medicine, or any thing used as medicine, except apotheca- 
ries." This was to prevent the bomceopathic physicians, of 
whom there were four at the time in Geneva, from giving their 
own medicines ; the allopathists knowing that the apothecaries 

lUld not be trusted to make up the bomoeopathic remedies. 



I 



la reference to Spain, homceopathy is rapidly progressing, 
The most enlightened men in Spain are the members of the 
medical profession. An attempt was made, about the year 1838, 
not to allow a bomceopathic physician to practise, by the mu- 
nicipal council of one of the chief cities of Spain applying to tlie 
" Superior Council of Medicine." The superior council decreed : 

"Each puvhicias, authorized by tub title of Doctor, is 
expected to heal toe 8tck, who estrust themselves to 
his cake, by sucu means as science and his conscience 
indicate to him as the m08t prompt, mild, and certain." 

A bomceopathic society exists in Madrid, and in its bulletin 
October, 1847, it is recorded: — 

' We are happy to be able to announce that Her Majesty 
Queen Isabella II., being extremely satisfied with homceopathy, 
and with the services rendered by our worthy president. Dr. 
Nunez, has been graciously pleased to testify her satisfaction, 
by decorating him with the Grand Cross of the Royal Order uf 
Charles III., and has at the same time appointed him her phy- 
sician in ordinary." 

Among those noble-minded men who in Spain have helped 
•ard the cause of homoeopathy. Dr. Joseph Sebastian Coll 
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SECT, IV. is worthy of mcntimi. He commenced the study of homceopa- 
thy late in life. He practised it in the Civil Hospital at Toto, 

r (Old Castile,) receiving none into his hospital except those th- 

dared incurable by the other professors of the hospital, and, 

I when cored, not allowing them to be dismissed till tbeir cure 

was certified by the self same professors ; thus collecting iodis- 

I pDtable evidences to the efficacy of the bomffiopatbic treatment. 



In the Lancet uf Sept. 19, 1843, a correspondent resident in 
Italy thus writes : — " In Milan, homccopathy ia all in vogue. 
Every malady is there treated on the homceopatldc system." 

At Palermo, a journal is published, entitled Annali di MMi- 
cina Omiopatkn. 



The state of homoeopathy in Frasce has been already refer- 
red to. The day is dawning there. All the best physicians 
have no faith in the old system medicine. At a Scientific Con- 
gress, held at Strasburg in 1S42, one of the subjects discussed 
in the Medical Section, was the principle of u new classili cation 
of medicines. After discussing the subject, the Congress re- 
cognised the fundamental principle of Hahnemann, in reference 
to the virtue of medicines, that they must be tried on the 
healthy : 

The following resolution was passed ; — " The Medical Section 
is unanimously of opinion, that experiments with medicinta on 
healthy individuals are, in the present stale of medical science, 
of urgent necessity fur physiology and fJterapeulics, and that it 
is desirable that all known fads should be methodically arid sci u- 
puloualy collected, and with prudence, caution, and scientific 
exactness arranged, written out, and puhlished." 

The discussion which followed on the use of arsenic is also 
interesting, as the conclusion arrived at was, that it was neces- 
sary to have a particular description of the cases of intermittent 
lever which required arsenic, and those which required cin- 
chona. And Dr. Boudin's work on the use of arsenic in ague 
was quoted to show that excellent results were obtained from 
the 100th of a grain of arsenic. 

The tide of general opinion among Ectenti6c physicians in 
France is setting strongly in favour of experiments such as 
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homceopatbists are making. Professor Devergie and Professor SECT. ITfl 
Amador openly recommend the practice of homoeopathy. 
practitioners are increasing daily, in Paris alone the practition.i„ 
ers amount to nearly ninety. 

A homoeopathic society exists in Paris, which, to its credit 
adjudged a prize for an essay on homosopathy to Dr. Scott, o{l 
Glasgow. In Bordeaux the physician of the largest practice 
and highest repute is a homteopathist. 

America is far in advance in reference to homceopathy. l^M 
has a homceopathic journal. It has its Hempel, its Okie, its I 
Pulte, its Hering, (the researches of the last in reference to 
Lachesis will immortalize him,) its Wood, and nearly six hun- 
dred others, who adhere to the grand law, " similia similibus . 
curantur," 

It has an " Institute of Homceopathy," which recognizes i 
members only those who have passed through the regular coui 
of medical study, and who have gone through an examination'^ 
before a board consisting of twenty-seven physicians. 

It has a journal which is rapidly progressing in excellence. 

Pennsylvania has gained the highest rank in the history of 
homoeopathy, by having, through its legislature, chartered this 
year (1849) a homceopathic college, which has its appointed ■ 
professors, and lias the power of conferring a degree of M.D. i 
those who pass the appointed examinations, 

Professors are appointed on all the different branches of r 
dical science ; in tact, the college is afi complete as any colleg 
in this kingdom. 

This is the moat important step in relation to homceopathj 
hitherto recorded. 

Africa has derived benefit from homceopathic medicine. Mr. ' 
Peter Stuart sent out a chest of homeopathic medicine with his 
ships, and the effects have been most satisfactory. The follow- 
ing letters, one from Capt. Johnson, at the river Bonny, and t! 
other from supercai^o Macdonald, from the river Benin, haiH 
interest: — "-Bonny, May IS, 1844, 

" The homoeopathic medicines have not failed in one instance. 
It is a good thing I have them, for my surgeon is a poor fellow 
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SECT. IV. and a heavy tax upon the ship. I tliink the medicine chest has 
been fitted up for his use ; he is never out of it or tlie brandy 
decanter. God help him, 

" Jons JOHNSOK." 

" Biiim River, Jul}/ 18, 1845. 
■' My dear Mr. Stuart,^Since my last, I regret to have to in- 
form you that I was laid upon a bed of sickness, frona the 2nd 
up till the 14th, by a severe bilious fever. I took neither calo- 
mel, strong emetics, or purgatives, which, with the medical men 
here, is the usual practice. I took merely the homceopathic me- 
dicines, as indicated by the symptoms. Consequently vrhen tlie 
fever was subdued, I rose from my bed of sickness, nearly as 
strong as when I was taken ill. 

" Charles McDonald," 

Captain Logie found at Sierra Leone the homoeopathic treat- 
ment of diarrhraa, of Aft'ican fever,* and of dysentery, to be very 
I * efficacious.t 

Homceopathy has taken root in India. A most interesting ex- 
hibition of this is contained in the following statements : — 






lafoi- 



African foi-er, aro gircn in full in 
id MotUhly Joitmal of HonuEopathy, vol. IV., 



tlie JouriKd of Hcaith and Dinati 
pp. 219—233. 

1 After TOynging tliree weeks on his waj to Siorra Leone, hs retnacks, " I caught 
cold, which produced diorrhtBa. For the flrst Ihros daja I took no medioine. I 
ihoiiglit if I took ;oiir medicine direstlj', and beuame wall, I ehoald think that nature 
and not your msdioino bad cured me ; and being dcterminod to lot the effect of the 
Bmoll do<cs, I let the diarrhoit) alone for three days. I then felt Terf ill : and took 
two globulcB of ehiiia, and repealed the doae three timos, and was cured. The next 
time I tried yonr medicine was for A»HiciH fbvkh, on a joung man belonging to tbo 
ship, and I assure you I mui nitoniahed at the immediate effect the medioine bod. 
He vas quite delirious, 1 gave him belladonna, two globules ; and repented the dose 
three times, and the delirium left him. He had some of the worat sjrmptoms of tever 
that you describe, eapccially that for which jon recommend rhiii ,-• rhua 1 garo him, 
and it immediately remored hia symptomn. The next trial I had waa for dtsetitkiit 
in a black man, holongiog te the Bhore, whiah also I cured. I also cnrod ague and 
fever in myself and sereral others, and used nothing but homo^opaUiic i 
These interesting dots are recorded iu a letter dated Miiy 7, 1847. 

' Mr. Eppi. in preparing homtf opathlc mcdlcmi! cheats for Africa, eucloi 
llie lymploms of the discssca prCTileal on llic const of Africa and the rr 
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Mr. Samuel Brooking, residency surgeon at Tanjore, wrote to SECT. '. 
Mr. Epps, homceopathic cheinist, June 6, 1848, for a chest of 
medicines, stating that the same was wanted for an hospital, 
erected by the Rajah of Tanjore, 

In a subsequent letter. May 6, 1 846, Mr. Brooking thus writes 
to Dr. Epps : " My position at Tanjore enables me to give myself 
lip entirely to the practice of homoeopathy, as I bold the appoint- 
ment of Durbar Surgeon to the Rajah, and have a very large 
hospital under my entire charge." 

He adds,"I am practising horn ceopathy with great success here." 

In reference to his embracing homceopathy, the following is 
Mr. B.'8 interesting statement : — " My own case, as regards ho- 
moeopathy, is similar to that of many otliers, who now practise it. 
I first ridiculed and doubted, then made a trial, was satisfied that 
the infinitesimal doses had power, (my great stumbling block,) 
read deeply, and^ was convinced,*' 

In reference to this hospital, in a subsequent letter, dated 
August 8, 1846, Mr. Brooking writes : — " I have monthly three 
hundred to three hundred and fifty admissions, all of which are 
treated liomceopathicaUy. The practice is received with the 
greatest satisfaction by the natives of all classes, particidarly the 
Brahmins." 

Homoeopathy has gained a hold in the Bay of Honduras. 
following is an extract from a letter received from a magistral 
at Ruatan, an island in the bay : — 

" I am greatly obliged to you for the homooopathie medicines. 
The arnica in particular has been very useful, and the aconite 
and belladonna in the removal of a lingering fever, to wluch 
the inhabitants of this island are subject. I have in several 
instances found one or two doses remove fever, that, under 
allopathic treatment, has defied the power of medicine for eight 
or nine months. Sulphur and nux vomica alternately, at ' 
vals of eight days, liiis been remarkably serviceable in chroi 
diseases of the liver." - 

The progress which homceopathy has made in the Britibii 
Isles is very considerable, and is illustrated by the two following 
tables, the tirst gathered from a paper published by Dr. Di 
dale ; the second exhibiting the labours of the members of 
English HomoEopathic Association. 
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'. So that it appeara that tlie sL\ tiiedical members of the Eng- 
lisli Homceopathic AssociatLon have had an esperience nearly 
equivalent to that of all tlie homoeopathlsts in Great Britain. If 
the number of poor prescribed for by these gentlemen be added 
to the number prescribed for by the gentlemen referred to in Dr. 
Drysdale's list, the sum total of poor patients prescribed for wUl 
be one hunilred and seven thousand and eighty-five. 

The English Homojopathic Assoeiation just referred to was 
formed early in 1845. Its objects have been already detailed. 
It is encouraging to relate how i)cneficial is opposition to the 
progress of a truth. The origin of the assoeiation may be dated 
to the disgraccfiil attack made on Di\ Curie by Mr. Wakley, he 
giving his approbation to a most unjust verdict of a coroner's 
jurj', (see Appends, " Coroners' Juries and Homeopathy,") 

The Association proceeded with energy, and much information 
was diffused in relation to homoiopathy. The association pub- 
lished a treatise on homceopathy ; all the copies are either dis- 
tributed to the members or sold to the public. 

In 1847 the famine fever and dysenteiy broke out in ]jeland. 

The English Homoeopathic Association, strong in the convic- 
tion of the universal and effectual applicability of the homoeo- 
pathic law, determined on appointing the Resident Medical 
Officer of the Homceopathic Hospital to go to Ireland, there to 
investigate, to note accurately and minutely, and then, after 
direction, to treat the famine fever and dysentery. 

Communications were made with the Arehbishop of Dublin, 
who kindly assisted to carry out the objects of the Association, 
and the Medical Officer of the Association became engaged, hav- 
ing at least one hundred patients under his care, in demonstrating 
the benefits of homceopathy. Much credit is due to this officer 
for the willingness with which he consented to expose biraself to 
the dangers connected with the fever and dysentery, and it will 
be remembered, that an Association, composed of non-medical 
as well as of medical members, has shown an example, which, 
it is feared, no pure medical body had the courage or the pM- 
lanthropy to take. 

The results were highly beneficial: and greater benefit 
would have resulted in reference to the demonstration of tiie 
superiority of the liorateopathic treatment, had not the officer, 
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(then only an incipient liomreopathic practitioner,) been pre- sect, r 
vented by tbe unwise zeal of others receiving full directions as 
to the course he should adopt by his seniors, the medical officers 
of the hospital. 

The Association has been working diligently, and has lately 
demonstrated its efficiency by taking up actively and successfully 
the case of Mr. Pearce. The association made an appeal to its 
members and friends, and upwards of £170 have been subscribed 
with the greatest willingness to meet the attack on homceopathy 
through jVIr. Pearce. 

The Association had as one of its members, Mr. Blake, of 
Taunton, a gentleman who was subjected to a persecution as 
virulent as his persecutors could make it, but fortunately quite 
ineffective in staying Mr. Blake's success in the town of Taun- 
ton, where he resided and resides. The case of this gentleman 
the Association was prevented from eflectively carrying forward 
by the officious conceit of an individual, to whom Mr, Blake bad 
confided his case, which individual required that the Association 
should supply him with authority and the means to act, purely 
from a personal confidence in him. Being refiised this, all in- 
formation as to the merits o£ Mr. Blake's case, or as to the 
means of bringing these merits before the public, was denied by 
him ; and the consequence was that the College of Surgeons 
decided to erase Mr. Blake's name from the list of its members, 
wldch erasure there is every reason to beUeve would never have 
been attempted, bad the action of the Association been called 
forth as effectively as it was in the case of their honorary secre- 
tary, Mr. Pearce. 

According to the most accurate data obtainable by the writer, 
t appears that the first practitioner who introduced homceopathy 
into Britain, was Dr. Belluomini, Malibran's physician. Subse- 
quent to him was Dr. Quin. Dr. Curie (a valued member of 
the Association) and Dr. Simpson were the next. Dr. Edward 
Cronin (another member of the Association) was the next, he 
having commenced homosopathic practice in 1836. Dr. Harris 
Dunsford, (since dead,) a physician who had the honour of at- 
tending the Queen-dowager, began about this time. Dr. Scott, 
of Glasgow, commenced homceopathic practice early. 
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SECT. IV. Of the recognized teachers of 31ateria 3[edica in Great &i- 
tain. Dr. Epps was the first who embraoed homisopatliy, and 
I hating embract-d it, of Qecessity gave up lecturing on the old 

I system Materia Medica. Dr. Henderson was the next public 

^^^ tcarhcr, (he being Professor of Pathology in the UmTersity 

^^^ of Edinburgh.) uho adhered to homa^opathy. Dr. Epps gare 
^^H the first popular lectures in this country on the subject. He 
^^H lectured in London, in Liverpool, and in Manchl^ste^. At Man- 
chcBter, be, with his friends, opened a homceopatbic dispen- 
sary, whiclj, modified, is still in existence. To the exertions 
of Mr. William Perkins, la Manchester, and of Mr. Peter Stnart, 
in Liverpool, Manchester and Liverpool are highly indebted for 
the immense benefits these towns have derived fi'om homre- 
opathy. 

The number of homoeopathic practitioners in Great Britain 
are at least sixty." 

A society exists called the British Homeopathic So- 
niETt. Its character is so peculiar, that had it not published 
its rules, the existence of such a society could hardly be be- 



* The gubjotned list are tbe medical members of tho English Qomoioiiatliio Astm- 
oiation : their places of reudoncc ;u-e given, in order (hat niembera of the Assaoiatiaa 
needing homosopathic aid may know wliere th?y can obtain it. It liaa been insina- 
rtted bf lonie that Buch notiflitatiau in unpi'ofeSBional. The simplo iuii<wer to aueh a 
proo«oding is, Is it a EOnvenience, or it it not, that the members of an Aamaiation 
■hould know where mediiuLl aid can he abtuined ? or is it adrnntngeniis that thef should 
have to spend a day or two days in Hodiiig out a homosopathic practitioner, when per- 
haps one is residing close to them? 

P. P. Cuiira, Esq. M.D., 17, HanoTer Square. 

Enwiiiu ('Boiis, Esq. M.D., Longhborough Road, Briiton. 

Jonir EiTS. Esq, M.D., SI), Great Rueull Street, Bloomabury. 

GboBoS N. Epps. Esq. M.R.C.S., 79, South Audley Street, Grosvpnor .Square. 

RoBDBT FuiTU. Esq. M.R.C.S., 10, Chnloott Villiu, Adelaide Road, Uaverstouk 
IltU. 

T. D. HuHTEH, Esq., Si, Royal Crescent, Netting Hill. 

H. Kstsiii,, Esq. M D. F.R.C.S., 3, Surrey Plane, Old Kent Ronil. 

W. M'OnBtuT. Ea(|. M.D, 

J*BK» TnoMBON, Esq. M.1). 

STxraiN Ykldiiam, Esq. H.B.O.S., Stamford Street, BlncklHara. 
Honueopalhie Chemitti, Merabfn of tiie AtiodaHoa, 

Mr. CuHHiNnHAH, SundertaoiL 

Mr. JiUM Epps. 113, Great Russell Strwl, l.o.i.ioii. 
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lieved. A few rules may be given of this society, composed, SECT, j 
one would suppose, of school-boys : —When the piibliu business 
of this society commences, the members are called. The pe- 
, culiar rule is, " The order shall be as follows, ' The roll-call, 
society constituted,' " If the member does not answer to his 
j-oame at this roll-call, he is fined one shilling. The rules fur- 
I'iher decide that the society shall not continue its meeting be- 
tyond half -past twelve, but if any member wants to go home at 
VliKlf-past eleven o'clock, the society not having concluded its 
F sitting, he is not allowed to go, because the members are called 
tover again, (Rule (J, " Roll called and meeting dissolved,") and 
f he does not answer, he is again fined one shilling. It is true, 
|,:the member is allowed to leave at half-past eleven, if he will 
go up to the president's desk and sign a paper. But what is 
more, these members aeem to be of Kuch sad materials, that tliey 
are prone to keep away from the British Homteopathic School, 
and hence, to keep such disorderlies in order, every member who 
■«taya away the whole evening has to pay half a crown, 
■ Really, these members write themselves degraded, for there is 
a fine for preferring an accusation against the president, with- 
out being able to prove it : this amounts to one guinea. But if 
the accusation is preferred against the lower grades, such as 
the treasurer or the secretary,* then the fine is only fifteen 
s ; against a member, only ten stillinga. 
How nien can be membei-s of such a society ia wonderful. 
ftOne would think that it was a society composed of a pedagogue 



D order to temore all ground for the luppoaitian Chat ttieaa etatoments are, a-a 
will suppose, matters of luuliDage, the suhjoinHd is copied from the published 
^j^sles of the aooietj : — 

I. Mombera not uisveriag to the aeyera] roll calla of ordioiLry and ad- 

ioumod meetings, except in cases of oertiBed iUnesn, each roll call 1 It 

. Fine for absence during the whole evening a U 

L fi. Floe fur not nnswering ta the roll call at HXtraordlnaiy meetiu^s, 

jh roll call 1 U 

III. Fine Tor prsfbrriug an acousatioD agninat the president without buiug 

le to prove it 1 9 

1 13. Fine for preferring an acouution against the treaaursr or secretary 

nithout being able to prove it 15 O 

MS, Fine for preferring an nocusation against siiy other niHuber wilhnut 

being able to prove it Ifl O 
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SECT. IV. and of his pupils ; and yet, strange to say, this society prides 
itself on its character, and it has been recommended by those 
who lay claim to a peculiar sense of what is professionally 
honourable. 

Its fate is written in its constitution ; and the fact of its exist- 
ence has been noticed, to prevent the public being deceived into 
the belief that the dicta of such a society are to be regarded as 
the expression of the homoeopathic medical mind. 

Two homoeopathic journals have existed some years in this 
country. The first is entitled the British Journal of Homoeop' 
athy^ published quarterly ; the second, the Journal of Health 
and Disease and the Monthly Journal of Homeeopathy^ published 
MONTHLY. Both these have attained to several volumes. 



The following facts will explain the high estimation in which 
homoeopathy is held in Austria and Prussia. The writer is in- 
debted to a pamphlet of the late Dr. Calmann for the same. 

His Royal Ilighness the Duke of Brunswick, <fcc., was pleased to present the 
Knight-Cross of the order of the Lion to the Homoeopathic physician, Dr. Paul 
Wolf, Court Counsellor to his Majesty the King of Saxony at Dresden. — HomQeopa- 
thiscJie Zeitungy vol. xx. p. 256. 

In a letter of his Prussian Majesty's Ministers to the homoeopathic physicians, 
Drs. Vehsemeyer, Reisig, Melicher, Kallenbach, Montagh, and Bamberg, at Berlin, 
it is stated that his Majesty has commanded that a homoeopathic hospital is to be 
established in Berlin, and that the expenses will be defrayed from the States-funds. 
— Himweopathische Zeitung, vol. xx. p. 335. 

His Grace the Duke of Schleiz was pleased to choose for his medical counsellor. 
Dr. Friedrich Schwarze, homoeopathic physician at Dresden, and Court Counsellor 
to his Majesty the King of Saxony. — Homceopathische Zeitung^ vol. xxi. p. 336. 

His Majesty the King of Prussia was pleased to grant the order of the Red Eagle 
to Dr. Vehsemeyer, homoeopathic physician to her Royal Highness Princess Albrecht, 
sister to the King. — Homoeopathische Zeitungy vol. xxii. p. 208. 

His Imperial Highness Archduke John of Austria has appointed as his physician. 
Dr. Marenzeller, homoeopathic physician to tlie Staff of his Majesty the Emperor of 
Austria. — Homoeopathische Zeitung, vol. xxii. p. 208. 

Letter of his Majesty the King of Prussia to Dr. Marenzeller, Physician to his 

Imperial Highness the ArcJtduke John of Austria. 

" I am thankfully obliged to you for the confidence with which you have recom- 
mended to my protection the homoeopathic healing method in your letter of the 14th 
instant, and I set no small value upon the recommendation of this important matter 
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h) II gentJcDun wlio, like foursplf. Jios RutPCBafuIIj'pnictieeil lionmopHthj n t'ull ngv. SECT. Ill 
Most willingly I shall continue, aa 1 liarc begnn, to render to this hoaliiig art overj 
lUHistanco which may contribute to its fruer rlojolopmont, I have givon mj consent 
to the eitabliBluueot of a homiEDpathie liirapttal. and that the oeooasaiy means might 
tic taki^ from the States-funds ; besides, I have the intention to grant to the homo:- 
Dpathic phjaioians, under some modifieation, tho license of diaponsin^ their own 
rncdicines." — Allgemeine Leipiig Zeibmg, So. 31, 18*3 : p. 329. 

ConDt Radetsky, at the time of his illness, liying at Milan, sent to the oIlicopaEhic 
physioiau. Dr. Flarer, Professor and Oculist nt the Univeraitj of Pavia. Tliis gen- 
tleman arriTeS on the Gth of January, 1841, and after he had seen the eaM ho pro- 
nounced it incurable, in the presence of Dr. HarCiing (hom(PopBthi<< physiciiin to his 
Excellency) and many other gentlemen, saying tlint ' ' tliere is no possibility of a cure, 
either by ollffiopflthio, homceopathic, hydropnthie, or otlier remoitica (Homaopa- 
thiache Zeilmuj, toI. xx. p. 110). Tliis account was officiallj' dispntohed to nil the 
Princes and Aruhdujiea of the Imperial Ilouar, as noli as to the Emjieror himaelf. 
Ills Majesty, alarmed at these sad tidings, sent Dr. .Ineger, the eelohrnted Profbaaor 
nl' OpbtbolmoTogy at the Universitj of Vienna, to Milan, in order to have a oonsult- 
ntion with Dr. Hartnng and Dr. Flnrer, Dr. Jaeger, baring eiatuinod the state of 
the discaso, likewise pronounced tlie case a hopeless one, to which effect he himielf 
mndo a statement to bia Majoaty the Etnperor, after ho had returned to Vienna. 
No sooner, however, had those celebrated allicopathie physicians left hU Eicellenoy 
fount Itadetsky, when ho embraced Dr. Hai'tung, saying, "My friend, now they are 
nil gone, I am in your hands ; do with me what you like ; I have full confideneo in 
you, a[id will have no other physician." {ffomeeopatltuche Zcitutur, vol. xn. p. lUl.j 
And Count Radctsky'a confidence waa not disappointed — in the oourio of three 
months afterwards his Excellency was perfettly cui'cd. 

But. as there are spite and envy agiunst hamieopathy in German allisopatlusta na 
well as in Enghsh, aevcral allceopathists tried to dispute the trnth of the case, which 
cireuDistanCB induced Dr. Hartung to have the foUowing certificate and letters : — 

Certifieate dirtetcd to hit Majetly Hai Emperor of Austria. 

•• I eerti^ by this that the Imperial and Royal Counsellor and Phyaician to the 
StafF, Dr. Ilartuiig, during his services nf almost ten yeari aa head-phyBioian tn the 
staff in the Lombnrdo-Venetian General department, has fulfilled the duties of his 
charge with the greateat sucoeaa, and has displayed great merits in the sanatory ser- 
viae of the army, by the careful adimniatralion of the hospitals placed under his 
direction. 

' ' Many almoet hopelesa pntienta are indebted for their recovery to his leal and 
knowledge. 

" 1 myjelf, in particular, have greatly to be tb.inkfiil to him. lie saved my life in 
a diaeaae which was pronounced incurable by the moat experienced pliyeieians. 

" To him alone, therefore, I am indebted for my recovery, and him alone have I 
to thank that I am still in the situation to perform those services with which my most 
gracious aovoroign has been pleased to entrust me. 

" CouKT RADKisKt, Field Marshal. 

" miim, ApriUlh, 18i9." • 
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SECT. rv. Letter of hit Excellency to the Editors of the Vienna Gazette. 

** I, the undersigned, having some time since been afSicted with a disease of the 
eye, which, in the last autunm, in consequence of great bodily exertion, increased 
suddenly so much that I was not merely threatened with the loss of my right eye, 
but my life, according to the character which the disease seemed to assume, being 
highly endangered, (this at least was the opinion of experienced and skilful oculists), 
and being, under these circumstances, threatened with immediate danger, I placed 
myself with full confidence under the sole treatment of my usual homeeopathic phy- 
8i6ian, the Imperial and Royal Counsellor, and Head Staff Physician, Dr. Hartung ; 
and by his experience and skill, he succeeded in rescuing me from my complaint, 
which had reached a frightful height. 

** The proper estimation of the scientific proceeding eyinced in this case, I must 
leave to the Faculty to decide ; however, it is impossible for me to confine myself to 
silent thanks — it is my wish that the world should know the high feeling of gratitude 
with which I am bound to that man, to whom I am indebted for my sight and life. 

" Therefore, I request the Editors of the Vienna Gazette to grant some space to 
these lines in their paper. May science be enriched through the means of this un- 
doubtedly rare case, by another precious experience, then I shall look upon my past 
complaint with gratitude and satisfaction, as an ordinance of divine providence. 

** Count Radetskt. 
**Milan, May 12tA, 1842.'' 

Letter of Countess Wenckheim (his Excellency's daughter) to Dr. Hartung. 

** I cannot leave Milan without thanking you, dear Hartung, for the cure which 
you so fortunately have performed on my dear father. I beseech you to be convinced 
that I shall never forget the care which you evinced at that time. I express to yon 
the high feelings of a daughter who, in peace of mind, leaves Milan knowing that 
the endangered life of her father has been saved by you. Tour grateful 

** Countess Wbnceheim." • 
* Homoeopathische Zeitung, vol. xxii. p. 163. 
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I Section V.— CORONERS' INQUESTS AND HOM(E- 
OPATHY. 
Chatter I. — Short History of the Facts. 
Homoeopathy has been subjected to the most un&iir, and con- sect, V 
sequently most unjustifiable attacks. Attempts have been made 
to render its practice a criminal offence. 

The editor of the Lancet, Mr. Thomas Wakley, is the coroner 
for one division of Middlesex, and his son, Mr. H. Membury 
Wakley, is the deputy-coroner. 

The editor of the Lancet has made himself remarkable by the 
lirulence of his attacks on LomtEopathy, (see p. 169, 170, 171.) 

He has offered to the believers in and the practitioners of 
homoeopathy the most bitter insults : designating the former as 
dupes ; the latter, as liars, fraudulent men, knaves, madmen. 

To suppose that the editor of a medical periodical can af&x in 
print such appellations to persona, who, by rank, by education, 
by public estimation, are, if not above, at least on a level with 
himself, and be at the same time able, when called upon to act 
as a coroner, to obliviate the state of mind, ^ving rise to such 
insults, is to deem an improbability a possibihty. 

Facta have, unfortunately for the judicial reputation of the 
coroner for Middlesex, given decided evidence that the editor of 
the Lancet has not been able to put off his character a& such 
when he has become invested with the character of coroner. 

Two facts, most strongly exhibiting this, appear in connexion 
ivith two inquests, one in connexion with a patient of Dr. Curie's, 
held by Mr. Wakley ; and the other in connexion with a patient 
of Mr. C. T. Pearce, held by Mr. H. M. Wakley, the deputy- 



That both these inquests were urged on and held with the 
view of damaging homoeopathy, cannot be doubted. Dr. Curie 
])ublished the history of the case, in relation to himself, in a 
pamphlet, entitled " Verdicts of Coroners' Juries." " 



* Vocdiota of CoroiioTB' Juries, the Dnge of the late Mr. CorJwBll, by P. F. 
tie, M.D, S. HighLo)', 32, FloeC Street. 
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', It U tn tlie letter case which b thti more recent, and 
in nliioh a verdict of " Manslaughter " was recorded against 
Mr. C. T. Pearce, that the following tacts and comments apply. 

This case in ^ven in full, bei-ause this will form, centuries 
hence, a fact in connexion ivilh the proffreaii of ecimce. It will 
cause the luinie of Waklcy to be identified with those who have, 
by theii' vinilent. vulgar, and unfair opposition to tniths newly 
discovered, made themselves objects for the iin^r of the liberal- 
minded to point at as wainingH to fiiture ilogniatists, to tahe care 
how tliey try to discredit the character and to injure the pro- 
gress of those who have taken the up-hill task of stri\'ing to 
obtain for truth a hearing. 

The case nms thus : 

Mr, C. T. Pearce is tlie honorary secretary of the English 
Hum»EOpathie Association ; he is also a student of the Univer- 
sity College, London. He has experienced in his own pereon 
the advantages of homceopathy ; he having been an intense suf- 
ferer fi'om a hip-joint affection, widchwas considered by the late 
Mr. Anthony White as incurable. Sir Beniamin Brodie, whom 
Mr, Pearce consulted at the request of Sir Richard \'yvynn, (to 
whom Mr. Pearce was private Bccretarj,) considered that the 
disease was not to be cured till he had passed through the misery, 
the snfiering, and the likelihood of destmction to his constita- 
tion, of the process deemed necessar)' by Sir Benjamin, namely, 
the formation of a psoas abscess. Mr, Pearce, after having been 
treated in vain by the most violent of the old-system nieiins, was 
cured by homceopathic treatment. Mr, Pearce, further, had lost 
one of his children by cerebral disease. It was treated accord- 
ing to the old-system practice — leeching, blistering, pui^ng, &e. 
He afterwards had another child seized in the same way. The 
child presented symptoms quite as severe as tlmse exhibited by 
the child that died. This child was treated homreopathically," 
anil, though in imminent danger, was cured, and is now alive 
and strong. Other evidences of the efficacy and of the superiority 
of homoiopathic treatment were presented to Mr, Pearce in his 
own family, and thus he was led, step by step, to belicT'o in, and 



Ip.; 



COROSEllS' INIJUESTS AND 1IO^MEOPATU¥. 239 

finally, after haviEg attended the bomcBopatliic practice of others, SECT. ¥ 
to treat the siek homceopathically. as iar as opportunities pre- 
sented, he having become a student of medicine at the Univer- 
sity College. 

In September, 1849, the cholera attacked a brother of Mr. C. 
T. Pearce. This brother sent for Mr. Pearce in oi-der to see 
liim. Mr, Pearce did not go to see his brother in the capacity 
of mf dical attendant, but simply as a brothf r. When Mr. Pearce 
iirrived, tlie sufferer from cholera prayed Mr. Pearce to relieve 
liis cramps and pains. Mr. Pearce said he could not interfere, 
as he was already in the hands of a medical gentleman (Mr, 
Harris). The sufEerer replied, " Nonsense, I am not in his 
hands ; he has done me no good," 

Mr. Pearce declined to interfere, but intimated that he would 
his brother again in the evening. 

In the meantime, Mr. Harris, finding that the disease was 
progressing to a fatal termination, suggested to have a physician 
called in ; but on its being intimated that the patient had a bro- 
ther in the medical profession, he desired to see Mr. Pearce. 
Mr. Pearce cuUed on Sunday evening, (that is, the evening of 
the day on which his brother sent for him,) on Mr. Harris, and 
Mr. Harris, having acknowledged that he saw no hope of reco- 
very, expressed his wilhngness to transfer the case to Mr, Pearce, 
and to look in upon the patient as a friend. 

Mr. Pearce, therefore, undertook the case ; and, applying the 
homoeopathic law, succeeded in relieving his brother from tlie 
stage of collapse, and obtaining from Mr, Harris a congratulation 
at the improvement of the patient, which caused Mr. Harris to 
siiy to one of the persons about the sick man, that he should 
read some homceopathic treatise that Mr. Pearce had lent him, 

Mr. Pearce had, as a part of the dietetic treatment, necessary 
to he attended to in order that the medical treatment should 
not be interfered with, ordered abatmence* from food ; Mr, Pearce 
lielieving, as do all practitioners who have had the most ex- 

• I[ IB IftQiontable to hrar niEcliiKj men and cQfonera using tho l*riii ttartatioti, (n 
b;em which toiplioa nn iiLmoralitj',) in reference to tlie reoommcndalioii of a mpclic;.! 
rrmii to Ilia {mClcnt to nliataiu fWim fo«d ; jiu.t as if abstinence for uiuiliual purpoKi'' 
niiB atiirvutiuii. It niiglit juut Oa woll bo will tliat tliR aUnpatLint, in giving bis 
luinlicinus, in n paigimer, bocnaiW ill liuallh Uioilictncs are poisonDU!. 
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V. tensive and the most successfiil esperience in the treatment of 
cholera, that to g^ve food to a stomach that rejects, and to mtee- 
testines that discharge whatever is introduced, is to take away 
all chance of success from the treatment. 

Mr. Pearce conducted the case with success till he himself 
was seized with an attack of Asiatic cholera, for which he was 
obliged to seek homceopathic aid. The success was so great, 
that his brother was enabled to dress himself, sit up and write 
letters, 

Unable to visit his brother from bis own prostration, Mr. 
Pearce prescribed as well as he coidd from the history of the 
symptoms, which were daily fonvarded to him. 

Mr, Pearce's dietetic rules were set at nought. The patient 
was fed with beef-tea, tea, and other articles of food, and the 
peculiar ttpooid fever, which so frequently follows recovery 
from the stage of collapse in cholera, was developed in his bro- 
ther, and he having, in a fit of self-will, while still debilitated by 
his disease, gone down into his garden, one bleak day in Sep- 
tember, was seized with a fresh attack of diarrlitea, which caused 
excessive prostration. 

The sufferer wished to see Mr. Pearce, but Mr. Pearce being 
unable, from his own illness, to attend, he recommended that his 
brother should seek the advice of one of two bomi^opathic phy- 
sicians whom he named. 

The sufferer did not attend to Mr. Pearce's advice to obtain 
fti'rther homcpopathic aid, but his wife called in Mr. Davis, a 
practitioner in the neighbourhood, who prescribed for dim and 
ordered as well brandy, brandy and water, beef tea, &c. This was 
on the Monday evening, and on the moniing of Tuesday he died. 

Mr. Davis rcfiised to certify the cause of death, and a coroner's 
inquest was held. Mr. Davis opened the deceased's body without 
letting Mr. Pearce know any thing of his intention, The widow 
was told to declare at the inquest that her husband had been 
starved to death. 

An inquest was held under the presidency of Mr. H. Membui-y 
Wakley. 

All the witnesses except one* received the bias resulting from 

• Siii'itli I\ij-iic, ll.c .lec'asod'n tnotl]c[--i]i-lu«, ilepiisf.i, (nfliT liiimi;; -i.ui'.l tliul 
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Mr. Davis's declared opinion, and they answered the coroner's SE(;T. V 
questions, whieli tended to establish the crime of starvation, 
T\ith a willingness rather remarkable, 

Mr. Davis swore that the deceased died of exhaustion from 
want of food. He unhesitatingly declared that this was esta- 
blished by the appearance of the patient, by the observations 
made to him by the patient, and by the appearances presented 
at the post mortem examination of the deceased. 

Mr, Davis's evidence was deemed by the coroner as para- 
mount: for although Mr. Harris, who first attended the de- 
ceased, declared his belief that the patient died of cholera, al- 
though the evidence of the witnesses, who seemed to wish to 
prove that the deceased died from starvation, proved that he 
had food almost daily, and although Dr. Kelsall gave evidence 
to prove, that Mr. Pearce's dietetic directions were the only 
ones, that, followed out, could ensure success in the treatment 
of the case, the coroner, in his summing up, instead of recog- 
nizing the opinion of Mr. Harris, the statement of Dr. Kelsall, 
and the statements of the witnesses in reference to the food 
given, clearly directed the attention of the jury to one main 
idea, namely, that the patient died from starvation, and that, if 
the death did so happen, Mr. C. T. Pearce, who advised absti- 
nence, being the instigator thereto, was guilty of manslaughter. 

The jury, notmthstanding this summing up, seem to have 
had much difficulty in coming to a conclusion, the coroner 
having, after the court was cleared, been sent for by the jury, 
and having remained elosetted with the jury half an hour before 
the verdict of manslaughter was arrived at. 

Mr. Pearce, who waited to hear the verdict, not having the 
slightest expectation that any such verdict could by any possi- 
bility be given, (•■ How anj' mim can ba found to ear this dofondust is gniltj of 
manslauglilflr loaDDDt imiigme"— Juatica Maule.) WaS COnveyed aS a felon 



she gsTO the deoaaasd BOmB tea,) in reply to a ([UPBtion from a juror, "Did lie mnke 
any remarks about food to you ?" Witnosa ; "Nono, but vrhit I have said ,- ucni^ 
iinf telt a ftory; I tm'H ipeut the tnoh." This bat aentecipo, wliicli the wime«« 
emphaticdly uttered, embodies the idea Chnt some influence hnd been used Bimilor 
to that wiiioh urged tho widow to declare tiiat her huaband had been Btnrvcd to 
deatii. 
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V. to Newgate late m the evening, loaviug no opportunity to see 
hU wife or his family. He, still dehilitated by the attack of 
cholera, and by the excitemeut from the inquest, was confined 
in a dungeon in which he had nothing to sleep on but a door 
mat, placed on a board, and nothing to cover him but two 
faorse cloths, in which insects abounded, 

Mr. Pearce was kept confined in prison for a period of seven 
days, till a judge at chambers could be obtained to admit him 
to bail : the only changes, while in jail, being, that he was 
allowed a blanket, and subsequently the removal from his cell 
to admit Manning to take possession. 

The coroner's inquisition was brought bfiforc the grand jury, 
and no true bill was returned, the grand jury thus recognizing 
that the deposed evidence did not justify the verdict. 

The English Homceopatliic Association determined to defend 
their Honorary Secretary. Messrs. Asliurst and Son, the soli- 
citors employed, prepared the defence, which would have gone 
fully into the merits of the case : they had persons in court in 
good health, ready to depose that they had been treated homce- 
opathically for Asiatic cholera and had been cured, and had 
fasted 10, 12, 14 to 21 days, taking nothing but water ; they had 
evidence ready to prove that all the conclusions of Mr. Davis, 
derived from the appearance of the patient and from the post 
mortem appearances, asserted by Mr. Davis to have been present 
in the deceased, were in direct opposition to the opinion of the 
most eminent writers on the subject of starvation. 

The case for the prosecution broke down even with the first 
witness. When the second had concluded his evidence, Mr. 
Justice Maule expressed his opinion— 

" TM9 man snems to tuive }ii<ea doctored as well ns hi eould : Imir niiy man 
can bo found to Hay this defendant is guiltj of numslaughter, I cannot possibly 
imnginc : it appears lie ■was oalled in in a dcaporate oase, and did every tbing it nag 
possible to do under tbe cir{rQUiHtat]CGa." 

Mr, Pearce, who had been placed in the felon's dock, was at 
once liberated, and on receiving the congratulations of his friends, 
found that great dilficultics exist in the way of making the par- 
ties, who brought upon him all these undeserved inflictionB, 
receive the punishment which their conduct requin 
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yiort of mi adjourned Inquest on the badif of 
ARD David Peauce, held at the Perseverance 
Tavern, Marif Street, Hampstead Rmd, Sept. 26th, 



Mr T. H. Johnston, solicitor, who attended on hehnlf of Mr C. T. SECT. 
Pearoo, brother to the deceased, said that, before the inquiry was reaiimed, 
he hoped the jury would divest their minds of anj impression that migiit 
have been made, by the report being circulated that the ducessed died 
from Btarvotion whilst under the hands of his client. Such was not tlie 
case, adding, that the jury would shortly be convmced that deceased had 
received the beat of treatment. 

The evidence of Eliza Higgiua, reaiding at S6, Mary Street, was then 
recapitulated. She said she was present at the death of the deceased, 
which happened about half-past ten on tiie morning of Tuesday, 18th of 
September. He was taken ill with a violent bowel complaint. Went for 
a Dr Harris on Sunday morning, the 9th. After that day, had supposed 
that Mr C. T. Pearce had taken the case out of Mr Harris's hands. Mr 
Pearce saw deceased as a doctor. Mr Harris came three limes after thai, 
He, Mr C. Pearce, attended him apparently as medical adviser up to Wed- 
nesday, the IBth, The deceased was to send to his brother, Mr C. T. 
Pearce, to let him know every day how he was getting on. Tliis wa» 
done. Believed a Mr M'Oubrey, a medical man, came to see him on 
Thursday, the 13th. This Mr M'Oubrey called several times. Decoused 
said he wo^ to have very httle to drink and allowed nothing to cat, but a 
little grueL — Cor. Nothing else P Wit. No food, nothing but a little 
weak thin gruel. Mr Pearce saw the deceased for the last time on this 
day fortnight. He died on the lath. Mr Davis was first sent for on 
Monday night, 17th, Deceased had repeatedly asked for food, but we 
had orders from Mr Peatce to give him no food. His wife was fearful to 
^ve him any thing to eat. By so doing was attending to her brother's 
orders. Nothing was given to him hut gruel and weak tea : and that was 
latterly. Complained every hour in the day for food. The beef tea was 
not given him till after the Thursday, 13th. — COE, What did ha say when 
he wanted food? Wit. He said he wanted food, was hungry, and that 
he was being starved to death. Those were his words. — CoB. When did 
hesaythis? WiT. Several times; he said it in the night previous to his 
death, — Con. Did he know that he was dying? Wit. That I am not 
aware of. — CoR. Did you coiiaiderho was dying? Wit. I do not know. — 
Cob. Did you hear him say that he felt his end approaching ? I did not. — 
CoE. to Mr. Johnston. Do you wish to ask this witness any queslioni ? 
Mr. Johnston. Witness says, " deceased was taken out of Mr Harris's 
hands i" I should wish to know what she means by this statement. Wit. 
Mr Pearce went to see deceased as a brother, she believed. Deceased 



J 



244 



Appixmx. 



thing but 
[ told vou 



'. V. ptrticularijr wished to Me h\% brolh^r. Heard Mr Peaice Mf, " t hBTC 
Uken yoD into hand." Said ahe hud no dirccUoDi from Mr Fearee; but 
Mn P., deceaaed's wile, had.— Mr Joukhtok. How do you know ihst ? 
Wit. By being conttantly with her; she did ont he&r the order given, 
but Kitr its working*. Mn Pearce receifed the order. RecoIlecfi^K herself, 
said she heard Mr Pcarce toll deceased's vile that he was to have oo- 

i; but a liitle gruel Said bo to Mrs Pearce. — Mr Peabcc I belicre 
d you both K> ; notwithstanding that, food waa repeatedly given, wai 
I not? Wit, Yes; but the food wtu rejected hy the ilcceaaed. — CoB. 
What did you see giTen to him ? Did he have any beef-tea or arrowroot P 
Wit. Yen, but that was Thursday or Friday, after Mr Pearce had given 
him over.— Con. WTin was it ordt-red this beef-tea ? WiT. Could not say. 
—Cob, Do you not know who ordered it ? WlT. No.— A Jtloa. Do yoo 
consider Mrs Pearce was satisfied with the treatment? No, she wbs not ; 
■he said that on Sunday night she thought her henrt would have broken. 

Mr Davis, medicul man, sworn. Resides at Ampthill Square, OaiDden 
Town. Was called to Boodeceased on Monday night, ITth; a little after 9. 
He found him extremely emaciated and in a slate of eihaustion. Ordered 
a glass of brandy and nourishment. He saw him Tuesday morning. De- 
ceased was dybe then. On the same evening staled he had been mui^ 
dered, or starved to death, or something to that effecl. — CoK. Did he >Ay 
by lehat or by lehom Aa had been started Ui di^aih f Wit. He said by the 
lioimeapathk tyntfrn. Was not aware that Mr Pearce's name was men- 
tioned at that time. I sent him some medicine. — Did you think that he 
bad cholera? WiT. I could not hardly determine that in one visit. Saw 
one of the dejections ; was of a white Irothy character. Such a one aa we 
might have with diarrhoea. Mr Davis made a post mortem examination. 
Lungs congested, as also liver and kidneys. 

CciR, Did you find any thing in the stomach P Mr Davis, A amall 
quantlly of brownish matter, of a liquid consistency. — -COB. How inuuh? 
Wit. About an ounce.— Cor. No more than that ? Wit. Believed not 
Mr Davis's son bereproduced 2 or 3 small phials containing the matter. 
He had made an analysis ; there were about three or four drachms, not half 
an ounce, in the stomach. Said he discovered a slight trace of arsenic; 
but accounted for this, as he had heard there was arsenic given in the 
treatment.— Cos. Not sufficient to cause death? Wit. Oh dear no I^ 
Co& What should you, Mr Davis, consider the cause of the man's death ? 
Wit. Considered he died /roin ejchaiistiiin earned hy the tcant of fund. 
Deceased txiok brandy and water and beef'tea during the night. He kent 
the whole on his stomach. He had not thrown anf thing off his stomach, 
lie believed, for full a week, — Cob. You ordered him beef-tea and brandy 
and water?— Wit. I did, and I beliove he had a little miik. — Mr. Jobs- 
stun. Was deceased attended by Mr Hanis for cholera i* Yes, he was so ; 
was not certain, only from what he was told. — Mr. Johssion. Were you 
gatisfied that he had had a previous attack of cholera? Yes. — Mr. John- 
ston. Did Mr Harris give over the case? WiT. Could not say. Had 
not seen Mr Harris ; understood from the parties in the house that tie case 
was one of cholera. — Mr Johnston said lie could prove that this was the 
second attack of cholera. 

The widow of the deceased was then called: she resided at SG, Mary- 
street. Was the wife of the deceased. Was with him when he was 
taken ill, which was on SaturdM', the Slh September. Had violent cramp 
and pains in the bowels. Mr Harris was called in on Sunday morning : 
he said it was cholera. Mr Harris attended him three times on Sunday. 
Sent for Mr C. T. Pearce on Sunday morning. He came directly. Hia 
brother (the deceased) had a great wish to see him. Was not present 
when any remarks took place between Mr Pearce and Mr Hams. IVlr 
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Harris saw him, deceased, in the morning. Mr Pearce went to see Mr. SECT. V. 
Harris. Said nothing respecting Mr. Han'is to her. Mr Pearce attended 
after Iliai.—COK. \viiat did he do for him? Wit, Told us to give him 
nothing to eat nor drink but a little gruel and the medicine. — COB. Was 
this done P WiT. U was.— Con. For how long did this treatment last? 
Wit, This went on from Monday, the 10th, till the death.— Mr Peakce. 
For three day b only. Mr Pearce attended twice on the Monday, as also 
on the Sunffiij as stated. Mr Pearce was not able to attend wrsonally 
Bnd sent tlie medicine. — A JtiROB. How long between times did he at- 
tend? Wtr. He sent another medical man on the Thursday. The de- 
ceased did not see him, Mr P., alier Wednesday, the 12<h. Mr Pearce 
wished her to aend over for the medicine, and to let him know how de- 
ceased was. — CoE. Then he sent the medicine without seeing him ? Wit. 
Yes: — Cob. Did Mr Pearce aay any thing else ? WiT, Yes ; she asked 
him if deceased might not have any thing else to eat : he said " Jane if 
you give him food you will kill him. Witness obeyed the orders. — Cos. 
You mean to say that deceased had nothing to eat between the 8th or 9lh, 
and the ISth of September? WlT, said she gave him a little gruel and 
tea, but no golid food. Gave him some gruel on the Wednesday evening 
as Mr Pearce had seen him in the morning. Her husband was always 
wanting victualu; and repeatedly said he would have it I told Mr 
M'Oubrey so. — CoK. When did he make this remark P WiT. On the Wed- 
nesday night i as also the day before his death. — COB. Did he not make 
tnme remafki respecfinff the treatment he u-at rccewini/ from hie brother. 
Wit. A'u, /it made no remorlis eboiit Oiat. Sent for Mr Davis, because 
he wna taken worse. Sent for Mr Peatee on tlie Monday. — CoB. In what 
way was he taken ill P WiT. Purging and sickness. Mr Davis came on 
Monday evening.— Cok, What did Mr Uavis sayP WlT. He said he 
WHS sinking from want— Cor, Did you give him what Mr Davis ordered? 
^ViT. Yes, sir.^CoB. Were you present when he died ? Wit. Yes, sir, 
and another woman also.— Mr Jounston. How long did Mr Harris 
attend hira P WlT. On the Sunday ; one day.— Mr Joh.nston. Did he do 
him any good? WlT, He got somewhat belter after taking Mr Harris's 
medicine. Mr Harris called about eight on Sunday evening. — A Joeob, 
Did Mr Harris see your husband after that Sunday evening? Wit. He 
failed in on the Monday, Could not say how Mr Harris's treatment acted. 
Ill answer to Mr Pearce, Witness said, her husband appeared somewhat 
better. Deceased did go into the garden, but she thinks he traa iniane 
or light headed. Deceased was very obstinate. — A JrKOK. Did he vomit 
after taking the medicine Mr Davis gave him ? WiT, He did not vomit at 
all. In answer to Mr Fear«t i Witness said her husband did dress him- 
si-if. and sat tip the daij he/ore he died, and that diarrhrea came on ajter 
uitlking I'n the garden: a rash also came out upon him then. — A JtiBOR. 
Did Mr Harris think it aease of cholera? Wit. Yes.- A Jubor to the 
Cob. Do you not think it very strange conduct of Mr Harris, sir, to give 
iij) a palient in that siale P— Con. No, sir : It is but a piece of established 
c:iquetle between medical men in such rases, to quickly retire when 
another midical man is called in.— Mr JoiiNSTo.v. Rear in mind, gentlemen, 
liiat Mr Pearce undertook the case rrluclantly, at the particular wish of 
his brother, and the full assent of Mr Harris: he considering nothing 
more could he done for him,— A JUBOE, W"here Is Mr Harris? Officer. 
Out or town.- A VoiCK. Where P '■ The officer believed towards Brigh- 
ton, somewhere."— Ofviceb to the Cokonks. Would ynu like to have Ihe 
messenger brought in, sir, the telegraph, sir, wlio took the messages 
to and from the houses of Mr Pearce, and the deceased P Cob. Ynu muv 

John Hatted, tailor, sworn, -llesiiies at 12, Clarence Gardeus: knew 
II II 2 
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• V tlio deceased fur three yeum. Tlie dcci'Med't health wse generally 
good. Suw him last Monday forbiight, lOlh Sept. Was from home 
on Sunday. Deccated wsa very feeble, weak and ill. — CoB. Did he aay 
anythiDg about his complaint to you then ? Wit. Notliing particular. 
The following day, be went to deceased's brother and told him deceased 
bad been very nek. — CoB. Wbat did bi« brother give him ? Wit. Could 
notMT. — Cob. Did you see Richard Pearce (deceased) after this? Wit. 
Saw bim on Tburaday.— Coil What state wa» he then in? WiT. Fancied 
A.' ii-as heltrr u( that tiine. Waa sent to know how Mr C, T. Pearce was : 
he was very ilL Went backwards and forwardB to fetch the medieine. 
Twice on Thursday the 13tb, nnd once every day besides, from the Tues- 
day. Did not fetch any medicine on the two days previous to the death 
i.if the dereased. On the Sunday nioiht 15tli, Mr Peaice miied up a dose 
til he tiiken all at once. Observed tnet he put a great deal more in tlmt 
than he had done befure. — Cor. What did you {generally brina; backwards 
snd forwards? Wit. Powders. They were moistened by h quids from 
three or four small bottles ; dropping two or three drops from each bottle. 
— Mr Pearce denied this statement. Wit. continuei : He said the pills 
were so small you could not see them without glasses. — Cob. (smiling) 
Should like to see tliem. They must certainly be curiasities. — A JuBon. 
Did you ever hear deceased complain of wanting something to eat ? Wit. 
I dill.-^OR. (jestingly to Mr Pearce) Do you take these all at onceF* 
Mr Peakce answered, it would be very unscientific to do so. — Cob. 
Witness says you emptied more of these tinctures on the puwders on 
Sunday night. — Mr Peabce then explained, showed the incorrectness of 
witness's statenicnt about the medicine ; and gave the formula for miz- 

Stlie powders, which in themselves were non-medicinal, being sugar of 
k ; merely a convenient substance on which tlie medicinal tincture waa 
poured and embodied in.— Cub. to the Witness : Did yon ever have any 
conversaUon with the deceased? WiT. He often told me he was very 
hungry, and wished me to ask his brother if he might have something to 
eat— Cob. lift! he erer aai, /,<• ima idarcedf WiT. He ilid.—'H.e said 
this on the Friday night. Mr C. Pearce was down stairs when witness 
culled, but had been very ill. Mr M'Ouhrey had ordered deceased beef- 
tea; but MrPearoe said he must not take it This was on the Frid&y, 
previous to the death. — CtilL Who is Mr M'Oubrey ? Mr Pe.4BCE. A 
qualified physician. Mr M'Oubrey bad been to see deceased on the 
Thursday morning ; said he might have a little beef-tea. Mr M'Oubrey 
repeated this advice to Mr C. Pearce in my (witness's) presence. — COR. 
Did you ever see Mr Harris at deceased's? WlT. No. Mr Pearce thou^t 
deceased could not retain food on his stomach. He kept a little heef-tca 
(HI his stomach, Mr Pearce said he must not have beef-tea : he might 
have arrowroot or gruel, and that if tJiey gave him food, it would kill him. 
Ui/lieves he heard that deceased had vomited the beef-tea. It was not tot 
him to tell if he could keep it down. — A JuBon. When you aaw deceaaed, 
did be say he wanted something to eat P WiT. He said he was starving. — 
Mr Pearce said the beef-tea caused him to be called for. 'Ilie last time 
Witness went to Mr Pearce's, was Monday 17th, between 1 and 2 o'clock. 
Mr Pearce then told bim that he had done all he could do : had [ircscribed 
for his brother as he had been prescribed for; and if he was not satisfied, 
he had better call in a physician. Deceased said be would have none of 
those physicians Mr Pearce advised. He made this remark previous to 
bis dBalh.— A JitBoE. Bid he tai/ he iriis gatigfiedf WlT. Ife wvm- 
ihrcJ his hriitlmv did nut mini' tn ni^e hiiu. Witness told iiis brother that 
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lie (deceaaed) thought he wanted nourishment. Dr M'Oubreyaaid a man S! 
miglit live a fortnight on that medicine without anything eUe. 

Dtceased'a mother-in-law waa then Bworn : her name is Sarah Payne, 
she resides at 5, John-street, Pcnlonville-hill. Saw deceased last alive on 
Tuesday, (momine of the death), he was verj- bad and he thought he 
was dying. Saw llira when he was first taken i!l. Was sent for on 
Sunday, i)th : he said the cramp bad left him, Was backwards and for- 
wards once a-day. Was present when Mr Harris was there ; but did not 
hear anything. Always went out of the room. Saw deeeaaed's brother 
there on Sunday. Heard nothing about food that day. Heard Mr Pearce 
Bay on the Tuesday, llth, that deceased would be better without food. 
Never saw Mr Pearce after that. Had seen deceaaed up to his death. 
Always said he wanted food. He eaid his brother Charles did not wish 
him to take it. — Ci)a. Did you ever hear him say anything about being 
starved? Wit. He requested me to give hira a cup of tea. Had 
nolliing to do with Uie medicine. Did not see Mr Davis. He kept the lea 
on hia (itomach. He said he should be so thankful if I would give him the 
tea. He said for Clod's sake do, else I shall die before the morning; this 
was on the Wednesday, 12th. Gave him half a slice of toast with it: he 
l>ept it on his stomach, — A JcKOB. Had he any beef-lea previous ? WiT. 
Uo not know. He was quite sensible up to the time of hiB death.— A 
JUEoa. Did he make any remarks about the treatmetd. WiT. None. 
I gave him nothing whatever to eat but what I have stated, — A Jdroh. 
Did your daughter say he suffered any inconvenience tlie following day from 
what you gave him ? WiT. No.— A Jueob. Did your daughter repeat the 
tea and toast P WlT, I do not know. Did not tell hia brother I had given 
it to him ; was afraid of offending him. — A Juaoa. Bid he make ami re- 
marht about FOOD to you '> WlT. (emphatically.) None, but what I have 
aaid. Would not tell a »to)-y, I will apeak t!ie trtak. Mm Pearce recalled, 
by the Coroner.— COH. Did you give your husband anything against the 
order of Mr C. T. Pearce P WlT, When he cried out for it, I did.— Cor 
When was thU? Wit. On Thursday, 13th, after he was token in hand 
by hia brother : gave him some beef-tea and a little toasL Kept it on his 
Btomacli.--COB. Is there anything else you wish to say. — A Juhob. Did 
deceased wish to see Mr Harris again p WiT Yea, Mr Pearce recom- 
mended Dra Eppa and Curie: deceased would not have them. All hii 
iiinhedfhr if-a» to tee hia brother. 

Mr C, T. Pearce, of No. 3, Taunton Place, Regent's Park, waa then 
sworn. Was a medical student at the University College. — Coa. Not a 
member of the College of Surgeons. Wit. No, but he hoped to be one 
Eoon; was registered there. 

Mr Pearce then, after a wish from the coroner to he as brief as possible, 
read the original notes as taken out of bis caae book, (p. 131, 1849), as 
follows : 

Mr. B. D. Pearce, 47, married. 

Sept 6, II A. M.^I was sent for in haste to see him, as he was very ill 
with cramp in his stomach and purging. Visited him immediately I had 
returned ftiim a patient. Found him sufferinn from decided Aaialio cho- 
lera. Violent spasms, cramp lu legs, toes, feet, tniglis, and hands. Tossing 
about, and hallooing with the pains. The ends of fingers were blue. 
Pulse rot perceptible. Constant watery atoola. Lips livid; eyes sur- 
rounded witn blue circle ; dulncjM of eyes ; deeply sunk. The circulation 
was very limited. He was attended by an aJlopathist, Mr Harris, of 
Gower Street, who had been called in early in the morning before sending 
for me. It was the wish of the pctiunl'a wife tliat he should tie treated by 
him; the patient ratlier winlied me to treat him. Under the circumstances 
1 did not tke to interfere. It was a serious case, and had he died, I should 
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SKtT. V, have pprhnps been blnmcd for sutierseding the Buiveon In attendtinre. 
37ir rro'ups avrn to rwi/pni, / ruhbrd his 7e//i fitr about an hour and a 
hnff. 11b had taken nilU and hoptuatoxylon mixture. I led him in this 
condition Bt one o'clock. 

CrjR. to Mr Toane. Was deccaned under your trcBtment then ? WiT. 
No, sir, I retused to treat him.— Con. Dim'l >/im i-all it tn-atinff a man 
m^i/iVaWi/ irlim i/ou rubhf'l hit lfq» Jiir an hmir and a lialj't WiT. No, 
kir, it was IrentinR him humaneiy. I niblitd him for humanity'a sniie. 
Should have rublwd you, rir, an long and aa well, had you been in that 

3 r. nr. — I was sent for, he being worse. I Tisiied him ngBin with T)r 
M'Oubrey ; it appeared the diseaae waa progressing unchecked. 1 left 
hira, promiaing to sec him again. 

t) I-. M. — I wafl tent for again. He woa much worse. The medical man 
hud been at four o'clock, and told the friends there vas no hope of his 
recovering; he bad visited him again at eight, and found there were 
I'ire-woter evacuations. He desired to see me; I went to his house in 
Gowor Street, and we there conversed about the cose. He knowing I was 
in the profesaion, talked Ireely; he remarked I must be aware that there 
wan not the slightest hope of recovery. He had tried the meana he 
usually adopts ; gave calomel J grain every half hour, and opium every 
hour; he followed this with ammonia as a stimulant: he had in fact done 
all that could he done, but asked me if there was any thine 1 could 
*inggest worthy of trial ? Although he did not believe any thing could 
avail him now : indeed, 1 must he aware that in ihe treatment of cholera 
there was nothing to he relied on. I replied I vfis aware that such was the 
case in regard to allojiathic medicine. The only thing I could suggest 
was a trial of homnopalhv: he said candidly he knew nothing at all of 
the subject, hut he should be happy to see it tried if I would do so. I 
Inld him what I proposed to give, and showed him my case of tinctures ; 
d wulim ' 
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Uingly gave the CI 
o make a call or two on the potient to see the result, 
10 P. M. — This done. I returned to the patient at a quarter past ten ; 
found him still worse, the evacuations were »lill like rice-water : he had 
vomited ; he had been allowed fooij (arrow-root), the medical man believ- 
ing he must die, food would make no difference. He had clucking noise 
in windpipe : could not swallow ; his voice very feeble : spasm of the 
glottis; breathing heavy; oppression at chest: burning at epigast. and at 
anus : closnl hii jaw with dimcully. 

Gave Ars. Tinot. gt, 2-3, and Cupmm, gt 2-4, every hour or half- 
hour, according to the character of symptoms. Placed Carbo-VegetabiliB, 
3 globules, on his tongue before I left. Thirst excessive. Iced water in 
teaspoonfuls alone to be given. 

Sept 10th, 9 A.M..— Visited him : to my surprise he waa heller. There 
were still rice water evacuations; but not so frequent: the burning at 
i anusisless: no vomiting after lirsl dose of medicin<< : the pulse improved : 

1 has great oppression at chest: craving for food, which I denied; circula- 

I tion restored: eyes congested : symptoms of congestion of brain. Mr Harris 

I ctime in and expressed his surprise at the improvement i pulse evidently 

L better, and now he feared congestion of the brain: still great danger, 

^^^_ Bell. 3-12, Verat. 2 drops, Arsenic 3 drops, altemalety every two hours. 
^^^^L 10th, 6 P.M. — Visited him again, he is stilt improving; his eyes ure 

^^^^1 better : has slept much : tongue thickly coated, brown : stools now bilj- 
^^^^1 ous: rice n-ater evacuations (itopped : no cramps: he had none after ths 
^^^^P oecond dose of medicine. Rhus 4-12, nn tongue : continue Arsenic a 
^^^H Veratrum, every three haul's. 
^^^H 11th, Noon.— Saw him very much improvL^d. Mr Har 
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this morning before I reached there ; one of the friends present, told mo SECT. V. 
that Mr Harris had congratulated me on the BuccesBfuI treatment, and 
told her, he should read of hoinceopathy from a book I vould Isnd him, 
or had lent him. The circulation is restored : feet and legs varm and 
natural ; hands and face natural colour : blueneaa around the eyes gone : 
they are not Eunken so deeply : tongue fuired brown. Has taken a Ettle 
arrowroot against my will ; complains of nausea and acid taste in mouth, 
with slight eructationa : has had a natural atoo! : * he ia verj- sleepy — sleeps 
contiouallf. Bryonia 3-12, on tongue, wait two hours: take Merc. 
aolubilia 2-12, wiit two hours: give Rhus 1 drop, wait two hours : give 
Ars. gt 1-3, and continue the two latter every 3 to 4 hours. 

9 F.u. — Sent for me, he was vomiting: nothing would remain on his 
stomach : he had taken about two talih--amiunsfaf of arrotnroot, this wan 
rejected; they gave him a table-apoonful of bee>tea, which remained; but 
there was a feeling of nausea .■ he makes efforts to vomit Gave Tuls, 
gt 1-3. He is in a sleepy state : pulse still improved. Opium 2-12, 
alternately with Ars, and fihus. 

IZth, 8 A.M.— Visited him again ; the bowels have acted once since last 
visit: the fceces much improved', there is now solidity: he has been 
very restless during the night : wandering in his mind : suddenly starting 
up and crying out for me : dreamt a good deal of being on the wator : 
the tongue U cleaner: the eves m.ore healthy: little nausea: No pain. 
BelL 1-12, alternately with Rlius and Ars. 

9 P.M., Lost visit. — About the same: sUll sleeps a great deal i cannot 
keep his eyes open a minute : bowels acted once to-day, naturally : his 
mouth ia now very sore (apparently from Calomel). Contiuue Medicine. 

13th.— Dr M'Oubrey viaited him, gave Stramonium 2-12, and con- 
tinued Rhus. 

14th. — He sent this morning : he was in about the same condition : the 
head much affected : some fever. Aconite and Bell, alternately, i of a 
drop every 4 hours. 

8 P.M — A messenger cams : continues about the same : He has been 
up and dressed tO'day, on the sofa : he ia very weak : the chief symptom 
remaining is the affection of the head; sent Ant Tart. 4*12, 1-4, between 
eacli dose of medicine. 

15th. — A messenger came lo-doy : he was feverish and light headed : 
he seemed to have changed for the worse since lost night. Aeon. gt. 2-3, 
Bell. gL 2-3. He went into the garden, had to he assisted back again. 
Ant. Tart 3-12. 1-3, alternately with 1-8 of each of the tinctures. 

16th, — Visited by Dr M'Oubrey : he went into the garden yesterday 
through obstinacy : he took coffee and toast this morning, which he deter- 
mined Xo have ■■ he is to-day much better : wandering at times. Bell, and 
Aeon. Stramon. 3-12. At night he sent a note, written by himself; he was 
complaining of a rask over body, and sore mouth. Sent Sulph. 2-30, 
after medicines. He has a return of diarrhma since be went into the 
garden. 

17lh.— A messenger came to say he was worse: wished me to go. Il was 
impossible (ill as I was) to visit him. An unpleasant remark was made, 
" That it was a shame I had not viaited him, and that the people in the 
house said they would send for n doctor." 

Mr Peaboe here gave his belief, that his brother was not made 
acquainted with the dangerous state he had been in, and which was 
the cause of absenting himself Irom deceased. Had been attacked with 
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„ „ Mr Pkaiick. 

Uertainlf, sir, I would not subject a dog to any other. Mr Pkabce c 
tinues : I said, in reply, they had better do so; but if the)' wantod my 
advice, I vould send for Ur Epps, or Dr Curie. But, he was in ' ' 
wife's hands, nho is unfavourable to homcBopathy. 

Tuesday, 18th. — A messenger was sent lo eaj, if 1 did not oome 
rcctly, I should not see him alive. I sent Dr M'Oubrey; he returned 
saying, he rauit have been dead before the laat mesaenger come. 

Died. I hitard nothing from the widow or any other person until the 
21st, at a quarter before 2, P, m., I received intimalion that an inquest 
~ be held at the Perseverance public-house, Mary-street, Hampstead- 

m the Game aftemoon. in consequence of a Mr Davis, who nas 
n to sea him before he died, having refused to give a eertificale of 
A post-mortem e<iamtnatian has been made, he said, and 
tdence appeared of cholera having been the cause of death. 
Remarks (by Mr Pearce, in his case book) : That the case was originally 
true Asiatic cholem, there can be no doubL Mr Harris, surgeon, of Gower 
Street, treated for this without success. He gave up all hope of recovery 
on the night of Sunday, the 9lh nf September. His full belief expressed 
lo me was, " he could not recover by any treatmenL" Ue visited on the 
following morning with me, and expressed his surprise at the improvement. 
Mr Hams saw him again on the following day. Tuesday, and lold one of 
the attendants, he congratulated me on the manifest improvement. On 
the night of the 12th, I saw deceased for the last time, I being seized my- 
self, and unable to attend him since ; he was then going on favourably. 
On the I4th, he wa' up and dressed i on the loth, he waa allowed to go 
into the garden ; and little attention seema to have been paid to his diet, 
for coffee wns given, and diorrhma returned. 

Mr Peabce then wished to make some remarks. It had been said by 
one of the witnesses, who had known him three years, that deceased^ 
bealth waa generally good. This was incorrect ; he had for yean been 
suffering from rheumatism, and a short lime ago he had pleuciRy. He, 
the witness, said also that he was very feverish on the 10th, and very sick. 
Now this tollies with my evidence and the true history of the case, that 
vomiting, or efforts to vomit, came on when food waa given. Food, in 
such a case, was inapplicable : every medical man knows it. He wua get- 
ting overthe collapsed condition. Mr Harris witnessed the reaction : had 
deceased not have left the bouse such a cold day, thus subjecting himself 
to a second attack, and withal, taking coffee, and toast, thereby exciting, 
if not bringing on what followed, diarrhiEo, he would no doubt have reco- 
vered : he was getting better from day to day. 

Mr Pearce, again : In the post mortem examination, Mr Davis states, 
"the inleslines were found eroptj^i"* and yet we hear that brandy and 
nourishment were ordered and given to him the day liefore his death ! 
Again, some of the witnesses have endeavoured to prove that the food 
tMt was administered, in spile of my desire, kept on the patient's stomach, 
and yet the intestines are empty. Again, brandy and water was ordered 
and given ; did it revive, or save the Efe of the deceased P He was belter 
on Thursday j so much better again, that he went inljj the garden. It has 
also been asserted that the deceased said he was starved to death ; yet 
every witness has proved that food was given bim. Mr Pearce said he 
had attended some inveterate cholera coses ; he had been treated himself 
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lie had treated deceased, and out of Tourleen cases he attended, lie had SECT. V. 

Mr Penrce then remarked on the incapability of a jury of tradesmen 
judge in such a case. How could twelve non-medical men come to a 
r, a Batiefaclory conclusion on a purely medical case? They might 
decide legally, but they could not decidu medically; they might decide 
lanimcusly, but they could not Batiefactorily either to tliemselTCB or to 

Mr JoHNSTOK said he considered Mr Harris should have been here. 

A Juror. The man continually wanted nourishment. — Mr Peahcb. 
fell— Mr Davis stepped forward, said there were no signs of disease. — 
COK. Did you think deceased had cholera P Mt Davis, Could not swear. 
JVb evidence in post morlein fxamiiiation tii prove (/(" tnatt died irf cholera. 
Coroner queationa : thought it waa from exhaustion caused by the want of 
food: leveral orgmia cojigeated, and aiffieiently so to cause death : the 
lungs and heart much congested. — Mr Pearee wjihed to ask Mr Davis, 
whether congeiaion of the internal organs »'» not an iavan'iAh sign after 
cholera? Mr Davis. M08T cestaiklY; most CEETAIWLT. Mr Pearce. 
Had not the patient fifteen stools before you were coiled in ? Mr. Davis. 
Yes. MrPearce. These were jiroduced by want of food. MrDavis tracesit 
from the roan's contintud craving, Mr Pearce. Witnesses have home tes- 
timony that be rejected food. — Mr Johsston urged the neceasity of Mr 
Harris being present. Several of the jury also considered it requisite 
that his evidence should be taken. — The Coroner did not see the necea- 
sily of Mr Harria being present, still if the jury thought that the ends of 
justice would be arrived at more readily, or Mr Johnston considers that 
tJie reputation of his client would suiter from a hasty conduaion, would 
most readily agree with the jury in adjourning the inquiry. It was then 
decided, hv vote, that the inquest should be adjourned till Tueaday, the 
flth day of October, 1849, at five o'clock, p. m. 

' Seport of Second adjourned Inquest on the body of 
H Richard Datid Pe<uioe. 

H Mr Johnston, (Thomas Henry, Ifi, Cecil Street, Strand, solicilor, in 
rittendance on behalf of Mr Pearce,) said, that, with the permission of the 
Coroner, he would ask Mr Davis a question or two. — la there not auch a 
thing as exhaustion ftom disease ? Ahio, since the witnesses have proved 
that the deceased had taken gruel, beef-tea, arrowroot, &c., it then bs- 
came a question as to the impossibiUty of the man's dying from ilarvatiou. 
He considered the jury should be made acquainted, in some measure, with 
the principles of homeopathy, and so understand tliat the treatment pur- 
sued by Mr C. T. Pearce was the recognized medical treatment ; as the 
jury are evidently not aware of the treatment administered in such cases. 

"the Coroner said, bethought few persons were aware of it except homo;- 
opathists themselves. 

Mr Johnston, to Mr Davis. Is there not such a thing as exhaustion from 
disease, as well as from want of food ? Mr Davis. "Yea, sir. — Mr Johnston, 
Do you think it probable that tie deceased died of exhaustion from dis- 
ease P I think not.— Mr Johnston. Will you describe the post mortem 
examination ? Mr Davis. Tiie lungs and right side of the heart wp™ 
much engorged; the liver also and intestines. — Mr Johnston. Did y 



open the stomach and cnrefully examine the coats P Yes. — Mr Johnston. 
Did you find anything? Mr Davis. Some inflammatory' spots. — Mr John- 
ston. Did you open the intestinal tube, sir? Mr Davis. No.- — Mr John- 
ston, Tell thejiiry what are the phenomena when a man dies from starvation. 
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V.MrDiTii. 3S« lame at exiited tti thiv cute; no material difference — 
Mr Johmlon. Will you describe lo the jury, what were tiie indieations 
Ihat brau(,'ht yon lo your concluaion*? Mr Davis. The eipreMions of 
ihe deceaaiid, and the post inortem eiaminatlon. — Mr Johnston. Do pa- 
tients in such coaes, sufleriog from fever, always crave for foodP Mr 
Davis. The deceased bad not that sort of fever when they Keaeially crave 
for food. I think be was in a state for food ; be took it without refusing 
it, and retained it on his stomach. — Mr Johnston. Is it proper to give food 
in cues of fever P Mr Davis. Fatienh iiea-r atked f'lrfuod with a coated 
tongue. 

Coroner. You have,I believe, heard the evidence adduced here before,Bir. 
Mr Davis. Yes, sir.^Corooer. From that evidence, the illness, treatment, 
and post mortem examination, both inl^rnal and extemiil, are you of the 
same opinion as before P Kir Davis. Decidedly, xir. And my opinion in 
more strongly conHnned, as be took beef-tea, arrowroot, toast, SiO., and 
retained tbi>m. 1 will make one more observation, and that is, that two 
tcB'spoonfuls only were ordered at a time, and no more; and I would ask^ 
any modicaJ gentleman whether that mas improper P 

Jurors. Certainly not* 

Mr Richard Harris sworn. I reside at 43, Gower Street Am a. mem- 
ber of the Royal College of Surgeons. 

Coroner, When were you first called to see the deceased ? Mr 11. On 
Sunday, 9th September. — Coroner, Did you go immediately? Mr II. 
Yes, air. — Coroner. What state did you find him in ? Mr H. Found him 
suffering &om unequivocal symptome of cholera; there was vomiting, purg- 
ing, cramp, aniious cadaverous countenance, and low and feeble condi- 
tion. — Coroner. Any coldness of the skin P Mr H. No, sir.— Cyanosis of 
the skin? Mr H. No.— Coroner. Tongue? Mr H. Furred.— Coroner. 
Urine ? Mr H. In the after part of the day, much suppressed. — Coroner. 
Did you see htm after this? Mr H. Yes, sir ; three or four times. I went 
for a short time about nine in the evening i he was then in much the same 
slate, hut the cramps v^ere relieved ; sickness in nome degree relieved ; the 
purging slightly abated. — Coroner. Do you consider this slight change for 
the oetter was in consequence of the medicines you had administered ? 
Mr H. I hoped so. I did not aee him after that hour, and did not consider 
bim any better. Still sinking. When I left him, considered he was still 
suffering from cholera. Did not see him professionally after nine o'clock 
on that evening. When I left I requested one of the attendants to inouire 
whether Mr Poarce would like to see a physician ; was then told about 
MrC. T. Pearce, and I requested to see him; considered the case thea 
one of great danger. The attendants said that his bTOther,MrC.T. Pearce, 
was in the profession, and would bo there in the course of the evening, 
about half-pBBt nine.^Coroner. Did Mr C. T. Pearce caU to see you ? 
Mr H. Yes ; I left word that I vriahed lo see him.— Coroner. After meet- 
ing and consulting, did he wish to take the case out of your hands P Mi H. 
It was so agreed between us. lie stated that he was a homsopathtst, ajid 
that he should like that system adopted in the case.— Coroner. And in 
consequence of that remark, you gave the case over to himP MrH. I 
transmitted the case to him, and he then requested me to look in the next 
day as a friend, to see how mailers were going on. — Coroner. Did you 
do top Mr 11. X did so, giving him to understand that Icouldnot act in coq- 
curience with him, being totally ignorant of that doctrine. When I first 
saw Mr Pearce, I concluded that he was in the medical profession. — Coroner. 
When did you sec the deceased last? Mr H. On the Uth was called in 
to Bee Mr» Pearce, and gate HIM liieit. — Coroner. Did he make any remark 
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toyouP Mr II. He simply »aid that he was very unwell still. Coroner g 
Did you still think he was suffering from choleru ? Mr H. Did not take 
particular notice; was called in la flee Mrs Penrce; but aho old suppose, 
from appearances, that the symploms ihen were the result of cholera. — 
Coroner. Was he relieved on the Monday previous when you called to 
see him ? Mr H. He was very much relieved. — Did you suppose that it 
was In consequence of the medicines you had administered r Mr H. I. 
was vain enough to think so. 

Mr Johnston. Is it your decided ojiinion that he died of Asiatic 
cholera? Mr H. Could not give an opinion as to whether he died of 
Asiatic cholera: he considered it one of extreme danger. Told the friends 
that the hopes of recovery were very slight. Did not soy it was a hojieleas 
bane. Did relinquish the case the first day. 

Coroner. Did Mr Pearce take him out of your haDils P Mr H. No, no, 
sir. — ^Coroner. Did you know of anything eise that could be done for the 
patient P Mr H, Should have continued the treatment I was pursuing. [ 
(rild Mt P. the plan I had adopted, and he said, "according to the old 
school your remedies are quite proper; but I should like the remedies of 
the new school." I called twice after Mr Pearce treated him. Found him 
much better, but said 1 should cup this patient : suppose that is contrary 
to your doctrine, and lor this one reason I could not act in unison with liim. 
Considered thai he was then suffering from congestion of the brain. I did 
ask for his (Mi Pearce's) sufi);eations, considering that I was talking with 
one of my own profession. It ia usual for medical men lo put their heads 
together. Did not give up the case as a hopeless one entirely. Said it was 
a desperate case ; and that I feared, that whatever treatment would be era- 
ployed he would sink. 

Mr Johnston said, he had with him two medical gentlemen, Drs Epps 
and Kelsall, he wished to have their opinion hroucht before the jury; 
that is, their opinion of the case as treated by Mr Pearce, in order that 
the jury may be convinced that the patient has been properly treated. 

Coroner. The question is rather as to the decisased'a dying in con- 
sequence of not having sufficient food; sa that homa:o}iothy has nothing 
to do with the present case. The system may be well and good enough ; 
this is another thing : but the patient seemed to have died in consequence 
of want of food. 

Coroner. I am bound by law to hear all evideoce brought before me. 

A Juror. Would like to know of Mr Pearce. what nourishment patients 
require after the symptoms were leaving, and convalescence was indicated. 
Mr Pearce. Why, a little arrow-root, beef-tea, milk, &c., according to the 
stale of convalescence. 

Mr Harris here stated, that his private opinion was that be died from 
the results of disease. 

Coroner. How can you form that opinion, that he certainly died from 
disease P In law, that opinion would go for nothing. You must be a 
most wonderful medical man to come to such a conclusion, when you did 
not see Mm for eight days. 

Dr Henry Kelsall was then sworn. — Is a horacoopathic physician. Is 
fellow of the fioyal College of Surgeons. Has had much esperience i 
Asiatic cholera, and has formed'the conclusion, that the very key-stone t 
safety to the patient, is the abstaining from food from the moment he i 
attacked to the moment that he is convalescent. 

Coroner. Suppose it lasts for twelve months then P Dr. Kelsall. It i 
impossible to happen. — Coroner. It has happened ten days. — Coroner. 1 
it possible that the patient could exist P Dr Kelsall. Would not have 
given him two teaspoonfuls. Have kept some patients .without food 
for twelve days, and that has bceti the only tniuns of tlieir eaivatic 
II 2 
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'. Hunger is a symptom iii gome cases ; the stomacfa being in a morbid 
stBtB which the patient miatnkeofor hunger. There are alwaj-a a sinking ni 
the pit of Uie slomach and craving after food, Aftier the tpaema and con- 
traolions it leaves the patient in o state of typhus, and it ia death to the 
patient to give him any food whatever in that slate of fever after cholera. 

Mr Johnston. Hare you read Mr Fearce'a cbrc hook? Dr Eelsall. 
Yes. — Mr Johnston. What is your opinion of Mr Pearce's treatment? 
Dt K.clsall. I saw nothing vrong in it.~~Mr Johnston. Is it scienllBc? 
Dr Kel«all. It is whnt I should hare done myself. I cannot say anything 
as to the skill of Mr Pearee or his qiialiiicBtionB : can only sjicek as to the 
caae m question, which I consider to be proper.^ — Mr Johnston. What do 
Tou consider was the cause of death ? l)r KeUall. It would he difficult 
for mii toaay, but it apj>«Qrs that the coffee, toast, and tea, that were given 
to him did great harm, an it appears he got worse sAer that. I have no 
doubt it would have terminated favourably, if the proper treatment had 
been adhered to. 

Coroner. 1 believe that the hommopnthic princi]jle is, that if the pa- 
tient is purged, Iliat you go on porging; if sick, you make him sickerP 
Dr Eelsall. The patient here was not pui^ed till coffee and toast were 
given him. — Coroner. The first symptom was bowel complaint ? Dr Kel- 
Boll, That had ceased, from what I have heard of the case, and the proper 
course would then have been to leave the stomach perfectly at rest for a 
time, and then only food in small quantities, and of the lightest descrip- 
tion, should he given. — Coronet, If there U purging, would you allow that 
g to go on without stopping it? DrKelsail. No. Should be glad 
I, but food is the last thing that would do it in such cBs«a; 
, &c. &c. that are generally given, 1 know would 
nave oeen suii len uuifs worse ; I have treated numerous patients for eho- 
lera of late, and out of full a hundred cases have lost hut ten. 

A Juror. Any labouring under the same Bymptoms as in this csaeP 
Dr Kelsall. Yes. Had one patient to whom I forbade food for twelve 
days; I asked the mother some time after if she bad sfriWIi/ adliered to 
my orders) she had, she said, save once, ■' I gave him some milk and 
arrowroot, and then I found I had done wrong," I had seen the result 
of this, but did not know the cause though I suspected. 

Coroner here considered it belter to read over all the evidence, in the 
course of which he asked Mr Davis if he fomid any fat during the post 
mortem ? Mr Dnvics replied «o, and that the gall-bladder mat etnpty. 

Mr Fearce wished to ilraw the attention of the jury to that part of the 
evidence, in which one witness endeavoured to prove that he had taken hit 
brother oat of the hands of Mr Hurris, which was not the caae. 

Coroner resumes the inquiry. 

Mr Harris considers the patient hud not sufficient food. In fact, he 
ordered him strong beef tea, arrow-root, &c. Should have gone on with 
the same treatment if he had conducted the ease. 

A Juror. Do you generally restore the patient when you give food ? 
Mr Harris. Very many, Sir. 

Mr Johnston to Mr Davis. Do you consider brandy and water a 
proper thing to give a man in th.it state? Mr Davis. Certainly, Sir. Tte 
patient wants stimuli in that stale ; but should not order it '"oA libiturt,* 
or food in great quantities, but rather in small quantities, watching tte 
case, say a small cup full at a time, aocurdlng as the patient cotfld 

The Coroner here remarked to the jury, that they must not allow tbeit 
minds to be prejudiced by any thinp they might bare heard out of dooik 
or elsewhere. On looking at the evidence, I find that of Mr Davis Mtd 
Mrs Pearcc most ini]iortant. Davis states that he was called in on 
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17tJi day of September, ond foimd the deceased was suffering froni ex.- SECT, V. '■ 
haustion, and also slates that he died Iruni tliat cause ; that Mra Fearce 
was ordered not to give him fnod, and whether that was piven- — • 

Mr Davia here wished to qualify the statement, " That it wbb from 
nnnl of food." Of course it Vt'aa coupled with the disease and debility, as 
wdl aa the absence of Ibod. 

Coroner. Heard nothing of this on a former occasion. (Reads.) " The 
cause of death nas exhaustion from the want of fpod-" 

Mr Davis. Aiul the disease : of courae the absence of food helped. 

Coroner. — You must repeat your evidence again, air. 

Mr Davis said be found him kbouriDg under cholera together icith 
leant of fond. 

Coroner. Will have a direct answer j did he die from disease or from 
want of food? Mr Davis. CiiuUi not rume to a certain conelusiom the 
liatJEUt said he wanted food. 

The Foreman, (very sharply.) I think. Sir, that Mr IJavis ia varying 
from his former evidence : he said he had put the question distinctly to 
Mr Davie, who said he had died from eshauxtion and wont of projier 
food, and that evidence is ■written down. 

Mr Johnston. Can Mr Davis distinguish between exhaustion from 
disease and exhaustion from want of food? Mr Davia. Should conceive 
that he had exhanation from wantof food. 

Coroner, (sharply). Did he die from exhaustion, Mr Davis ? Mr Davis. 

I believe he did. 

Mr Pearce wished Mr Davis to qualify that statement with his former 
evidence, namely, as lo the patient's having fifteen motions before he was 
called in. Mr Davis said, he had found the patient iit u state if exIiaiiiS' 
tioiifrom dtseute, eertaiiili/, as well as want of food. 

Coroner. Then, you meati to say, that tlie man died from exhaustion 
fi-om disease, as well as from want of food? Mr Davis. Yes, sir.^ 
Coroner. Was the disease caused hy want of food P— Mr Davia. That I 
cannot say. — Coroner. Would want of food produce congestionP Mr 
Davis. It would.—Coroner. You found congestion, Mr Davis? Mr 
Davis. I did. 

Mr Johnston. If food be given to the ualient in a state of fever will 
itdigestP MrDaviB. Certainly not; he had not fever at that time : he 
bad exhaustion. 

Coroner. Mr Davis modifies his evidence now; he sajra the want of 
food would cause the congestion. Mr Davis (rather angrily) said, that 
fliseaie and hunger together.— Cotoaer. Considers it amounts to the seme 
thing. The jury has to consider who it was withheld the food, at the same 
time it appears, that he has h-en treated liomxopathicaUy. Jfotp, (Ais w 

II freattnent lookeit upon hy Ike profession as a speciea of humbug, or 
qtiaclienj. I cannot say whether this is the case. We know that food is 
the aliment necessary for the support of life. In the absence of food de- 
bility must follow and terminate in fatal exhaustion. I believe I can say 
with truth, homceopathy is looked upon by all the jirofessional mtd intel- 
lerttHil 'lien of this country as quackeri/. They do not think anything of 
llie system as founded on acieiitiflc principles, and if you look at it m a 
common sense way, it is wholly futile or absurd.^ Now, to Bupjiort the 
powers of animated life food must be given, or life cannot be carried on. 
I feel slroiiglji on tlie case myself: but should not like to say anything on 
the case to hurt Mr Pearce, still he is considered in the sight of the law 
as totally unfit, and unqualified. The law is, that, if such a person, 
whether qualified or not, treats a dis^case and causes death bv treatment 
being unsKiliul ; such a person, I i^ay, would be considered gudty of man- 
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V. slaaj^hter. He may consider he i 
conaequence*. 

The Coroner here read aomo precedcnls, iii order lliat the jury might 
lie guided in drawing their coDc1ii«ioni, and not \ie persuaded bv bis opi- 
niona, where pcrsoiia both qualified and nnquolitled trere committed, and 
found guilty of manslaughter, through ^roxa luiil unskilful treatment, 
through gross Degleot, through Hdniliiigtering juack medicines, Sic, when 
proper medical aid waa <kt hand. One case «hioh he, the Coroner, thought 
npplicahte to the case in question vim, (there a person undertaking the 
cure of D dispflae, he being licensed or not, and is guilty of grosaly wrong 
Ireatment or of neglecting bis patient, is liable to manBlaugfatcr. Not that 
lie, the Coroner, tbougbi there has been a great or groe* neglect ; but the 
liue ha/f Seen treated noTntei>]iathicaU'j. The question for yotit considera- 
tion is, whether he died from want of food, and whether it was refused by 
his brother; and if io, I hare no hesitation in saying that such a person 
would be guilty of manslaughter. On the other band, should von consider 
ihst he died from natural causes, r on a ho uld certainly fVee Mr t'. T-Pearce. 

Mr Johnston, to the Coroner. You omitted, in recapitulating the evi- 
dence, tliat the ividow had given the deceased food. Coroner again read 
that evidence. 

Mr Davis recollected that it was during Mr C, T. Pearce's illness that 
he had ordered some light food. MrPearce said that the Coroner had 
omitted that. 

The Coroner then ordered the rcram to be cleared, and the jury (after 
deliberating more than two hours and a half, during which time the Coro- 
ner was caned in, and remaiiH"i vitk the Janj tof/etker icUh the beadle, 
for tkirtji-tii tntniites) brought in the following verdict: — 

"That the said Hi chard Pcaroc, on the ISlh of September, 1849, then 
and there died; and the jury further soy, that the death of the said Richard 
Pearce was caused by a want of jiroper food and nourishment; and that he 
was prevented iVom taking any food or nouriabmeni by the directions of 

.1 ;.........:„.., ^f Charles Thotnaa Pearcei and that the said Charles 



ITiomHs Pearce is guilty of manslaughter." 



Many circumstances have occurred in connesion with this 
inquest of great interest, and as such worthy of record. 

The first is a notice of the coroner's inquest in the Non- 
confor?nist. It follows : — 

■■ CROWNER'S QUEST LAW." 

Mr. Thomas Wakley, coroner for Middlesex, and editor 
of the Lancet, is distinguished by two circumstances — his 
denunciation of favouritism shown in the appointment of 
relations by relations, to offices of responsibility, and his 
frequent iteration of the necessity of selecting for the office 
of coroner, a person belonging to the medical profession. 
Even non-professional people can remember the intensity of 
' 'b attacks on Mr. Bransby Cooper, the nephew of Sir Astley 
Cooper, when the former, being Sir Astley's nephew, was 
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appointed surgeon to Guy's hospital. In lact, Mr. Wakley SECT. V. 
was the unsparing denouncer of nepotism. Equally zealous 
has he been in decrying the occupation of the coroner's judi- 
cial seat by any but a medical man. 

These two characteristics have formed a principal part 
of the medico-political capital which Mr. Wakley has been 
for years so industriously worldng. Yet what has Mr. 
Wakley done ? He has violated the teachings of bis whole 
life. He has appointed his own son, Mr. Merabury Wakley, 
to the coronership of Middlesex, and that son is a youth of 
two years standing at the bar, Such inconsistency is scarcely 
to be credited. Perhaps Mr. Wakley had a Cato-like firm- 
ness iu the matter ; he determined to sacri6ce his parental 
love in demonstrating through his son the truth of his long- 
cherished opinions ; it may be, he knew that the judicial 
conduct of bia boy would be so beneath the dignity of the 
office to which he was appointed, as both to bring favourit- 
ism, as exhibited in the appointment of relations by relations, 
into disgrace, and to demonstrate the unfitness of inexpe- 
rience for the coroner's office. 

It is true, we did not expect such bigb-toned morality 
from Mr. Wakley ; but still no other conclusion can be ar- 
rived at ; for we cannot suppose that Mr. Wakley is false to 
those professed principles by which he has forced himself 
into notoriety. 

These remarks have originated upon reading the report 
of a coroner's inquest, held on the body of Richard David 
Pearce, which terminated in the following extraordinary 
verdict: — 

"That the said Richard Pearce, on the 18th of Septem- 
ber, 1849, then and there died; and the jury further say, 
that the death of the said Richard Pearce was caused by a 
want of proper food and nourishment ; and that he was pre- 
vented from taking any food or nourishment by the directions 
of and instructions of Charles Thomas Pearce ; and that 
the said Charles Thomas Pearce did improperly and unskil- 
fully treat and manage the said Richard Pearce for the cure 
of a natural disease; and that the said Charles Thomas 
Pearce is guilty of manslaughter." 
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y- The verdict is clearly not justified by the evidence in the 
report we have read, and there is sufficient ground in the 
short-hand writer's report for inferring that the presiding; 
officer was himself the partisan of a medical theory, instead 
of manifesting the sobriety and protecting care of the judi- 
cial character. 

Evidence was given to prove that the patient had taken 
food contrary to the medical attendant's orders : medical 
evidence was given by Dr. Kelsall to prove that abstinence 
from food is essential to carry out the treatment of Asiatic 
cholera to its successful termination ; and yet to these 
evidences the coroner in his summing up, according to the 
report, malcea no reference whatever. 

Mr. Davis, who gave evidence on the first occasion — for 
the inquest was adjourned twice — asserted that the patient 
had died from exhaustion for want of food. On the last 
meeting of the Inquest Mr. Davis wished to modify his state- 
ment ; and the following colloquy appears to have taken 
place : — 

" Mr. Davis here wished to qualify his statement, ' That 
it was from want of food,' Of course it was coupled with 
the disease and debility, as well as the absence of food, 

"Coroner: Heard nothing of this on a former occasion. 
[Heads.] 'The cause of death was exhaustion from the 
want of food.' 

" Mr. Davis : And the disease : of course the absence of 
food helped. 

" Coroner: You must repeat your evidence again, Sir. 

" Mr. Davis said he found him labouring under cholera 
together with want of food, 

" Coroner : Will have a direct answer ; did he die from 
disease or from want of food ? Mr. Davis : Could not come 
to a certain conclusion; the patient said he wanted food. 

"The Foreman \_very sharply}: I think. Sir, that Mr. 
Davis is varying from his former evidence : he said he had 
put the question distinctly to Mr. Davis, who said he haJ 
died from exhaustion and want of proper food, and that 
evidence is written down. 

" Mr. Johnston : Can Mr. Davis distinguish between ex- 
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hanstion from disease and exhaustiun from want of food ? SECT. V, 
Mr. Davis : Should conceive that hu had exhaustion from 
want of food. 

"Coroner [s/tarpltf]: Did he die from exhaustion, Mr. 
Davis? Mr. Davis: I believe he did." 

A total absence of reference to Dr. Kelsall's evidence, 
marks, as already stated, the sumroing-up of the coroner, 

When Mr, Johnston, tho solicitor of the medical attendant, 
expressed his wish to call medical evidence to prove the pro- 
priety of Mr. Pearce's treatment by his brother, the report 
says Mr. Membury Wakley declared it to be unnecessary, for 
'■ homreopathy ha? nothing to do with the present case." He 
added, "The system maybe well and good enough; this is 
another thing:" yet, in the summing up, Mr. Wakley remarks, 
— " The jury has to consider who it was withheld the food ; 
at the same time, it appears he had been treated homoso- 
pnthically. Now this is a treatment looked upon by the 
priifession as a species of humbug or quackery. I believe I 
can say with truth, homceopathy is looked upon by all the 
professional and intellectual men of this country as quackery. 
They do not think anything of this system as founded on 
scientific principles ; and if you look at it in a common-sense 
way, it is wholly fiitile and absurd," Common-sense people 
will bo led to inquire how Mr, Wakley could so speedily 
Ibrget, that, after having said, " homceopathy has nothing to 
do with the matter," he yet drags it in, and drags it in ad- 
versely to the medical gentleman accused. 

But when to this is added, that Mr. Wakley expressed his 
knowledge of homceopathy thus, — " I believe that the homcc- 
opathic princi[ilc is, that if the patient is purged, then you 
go on purging ; if sick, you make him sicker, "-—the pre- 
sumption manifested by him in declaring, that the homtB- 
opathy held by hommopathists is a humbug, a quackery (all 
will agree that his homceopathy is such), becomes disgusting; 
and when it is remembered that this person is a judge, the, 
inquiry at once presents itself to the understanding, whether 
such a pei-son should he permitted to fill the judgment seat ? 

If coroners' courts are to lose their value, and to become 
obnoxious to the people of this country, such proceedings as 
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SECT. V. those recordeii in this case will have a strong tendency f'> 
realiz.e such results. In otir opinion they call loudly for 
parliamentary inquiry. 

Chapter IK. — The opinion of the Sectiniei' on the siihjecln 
of inqiiirii before Coroners' Juries. 

The next circumstance worthy of record is the part of the 
address of the recorder of the city of London to the grand 
jury at the opening of the Central Criminal Court at the Old 
Bailey in November, relating to this case. 

" He would address afew observations respecting a charge of 
manslaughter, which would be presented to thero on the finding 
of a coroner's jury, who,uponthe evidence before them, had re- 
turned a vei'diet charging the accused person with that offence. 

He did not mention this in order to prejudice the attend- 
ants, but he thought it right to call the attention of the grand 
jury to the nature of the inquiry to which their attention 
would he directed, that they might see whether the evidence 
would support the charge. It appeared that the accused 
person was alleged to have committed the offence of man- 
slaughter on the person of his brother, by practising what was 
called the homoeopathic system, and refusing to allow him tn 
have sufficient food while suffering under a supposed attack 
of cholera. The person accused of this offence, he believed, 
was a medical student ; but he was not duly qualified to prac- 
tise.. This, however, made no difference, as the law was dis- 
tinctly laid down, that if a person, whether duly qualified or 
not, acted honestly and Aond jide in the treatment of a dis- 
ease, and death ensued from any operation he might perform, 
it would not be manslaughter. If, however, it was shown 
that the person who took npou himself to act as a medical 
practitioner, in the course of his treatment occasioned the 
death of the patient by gross and criminal negligence and in- 
attention, in ihat case the offence of manslaughter would be 
made out ; and this had been laid down in the ca£e of St. 
John Long, If the mode of treatment was of a doobtpul 
character that would not be sufficient, and the grand jury must 
be satisfied that there had been either gross ignorance or cri- 
minal inattention, before they would be justified in returning 
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!i bill for manslaughter ; but if they were satisfied by the evi- SECT. V. J 
ik'Dce that there had been such ignorance or inattention on 
the part of the prisoner, and that death was the result, the 
fact of the accused being a medical man or not, ought to 
make no difference in their decision." 

These remarks on the legal part of the question show how 
deficient the barrister, Mr, Membury Wakley, is in his know- 
ledge of law ; for tho recorder testifies that with the mode of 
treatment the coroner and his jury had nothing to do : " If 
I lie mode of treatment was of a doubtfii! character, that would 
not be sufficient." 

The trial came on, and the friends of Mr, Pearce and of 
honimopathy knew that then the truth would appear. Thev 
knew that the medical witness on whose evidence Mr. Wakley 
rested his summing up, would exhibit a spectacle that would 
l()r ever shame him ; he, fortunately for him, escaped from 
the trial, the case being not allowed to go on. 

CUAPTER \S .—Report of the TrialofMr. CilAliLEe TllOMAS 
pLARCG, ai the Old Batley, for Manslaughter. 

On Saturday, October 27th, 1849, Mr Charles Thomaa Pearce 
was arraigned at the Old Bailey, before Mr Justice Maule, on a 
charge of manslaughler, alleged to have been occasioned by homos- 
npatliic tieatoaenL The indictment charged him with killing his 
biolber, Richard David Pearce, by neglecting to order him, in his 
professional capacity, a sufficient quontity of nutritious food to keep 
him alive. The case for the prosecution was conducted by Mr 
llorry; and the prisoner waa defended by Mr Sergeant Wilkins, Mr 
Clarkson, and Mi' Pariy. The indictment having been read, the 
prisoner pleaded " Not Guilty," when the case for the proseeutioti 
ivas thus opened by 

Mr. Horry : Gentlemen of the jury, this is an indictment, as you 
Ikivi! heard, arising out of a coroner's inquest, charging the prisoner 
"ith I'eloiiiously killing and slaying bis brother Eichard David 
I'earee. The circumstances of the case are very short — shorter, 
]ierhap8, than the fact of the attendance of so many medical men 
here might make it appear — for the case lies in this: whether in 
[loint of lact, the treatment of the deceased by the prisoner at the 
bar was a proper treatment or not. It appears by the case that the 
deceased party, Richard David Pearce, was the brother of the ac- 
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iCT. V. cueed, and ihul nbout Die Urh 'il' Se|ilenilier IrbI he was atUck«d by 
nil ihe syniiitoma, I understand, which generally pi-evail in eliolera. 
On that oceasion it appears ihat hia wife Mis Penrce, called in a 
medical gcnlUman named Harris, who will he called hefore you. 
He proceeded to treat ihe disease according to the beat mode he 
eould — according to big judgment and practice. In his jiidgtuent, 
nt the lalter part oF the day, liichard Duvid Pearce was going on 
ns favourable as could be es[ici-[ed under the circumslances ; but 
about that time, the prisoner at thn b»r, who, 1 understand, is secre- 
tary to some homtEopnthic institution, wns cnlled in, and finally 
superseded Mr Harris. becaiiBe Mr Harris declined la a?t upon ihe 
hoinceopnthie treatmnU. However, the homreopnlhic treatment 
was adopted and c^irried out wholly and fully (Vom ihe period of 
PesTce being first called in to treat the disease — that is to say, no 
other person whatever was suffered to interfere willi him : no person 
was sidTered to act contrar}' to hia directions. Now what the treat- 
ment of Mr Harris was you will hear bye mid bye, but it is my duty 
to idlucle to the treatment of Charles Thomas Pearce, who stands 
at the bar : instead of the system adopted by Mr Harris, he adopted 
what is called the homoeopathic system, as far as we can learn; 
because the parties whom I shall call before you will state that 
ihe prisoner fetched the medicines himself, that ihpy were verv 
small bottles indeed, and that he carried them to Mr Pearce ; and 
Mrs Pearce will prove that she faithfully administertd those medi- 
cines according to the directions of the said Charles Thmnas Pearce. 
Well, gentlemen, perhaps the most important part of the case lor 
yon to consider will be this — what was the treatment of the disease 
in combination with the medicines that were administered I For I 
apprehend it will he part of hia case to show that the medicines he 
{idminlstered, if any, were given in such quantity and of Huch 
([uality as ought to have operated upon the deceased in all ordinary 
cases. Gentlemen, it appears that the prisoner directed positivelv 
nothing in the shape of solid food to be administered to his brother. 
Beef-tea and gruel, I believe, and some other things of that sort, 
were to he administered to him, hut nothing else at the time. The 
mirortunate man who finally fell under this treatment (whether 
really so or not will be decided by yon) complained that he was 
starving, and said he should like to have something more than he 
had been taking; slill, as Mrs Pearce was acting implicitly under 
his brother, she declined to give it The result was, that he lived 
from day to day, and finally died quite exhausted ; for when the 
body [iually came to be opined by the gentleman who uill be called 
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before you, it was seen that there was nothing iu the body that SECT. 1 
coiilil support life, even under the hoinceopathic sjatem. He died 
on the 18th Sept A coroner's inquiry was htld, and the result Is 
the presence oi' the prisoner here to day on trial on the coroner's 
inquisition. I hdi bound to tell you that the grand jury threw out 
the bill preferred against the prisoner; but I apprehend that that 
will operate noither one way or another, I cannot tell whatwitnesa- 
ea were called before the grand jury, and now cauuot tell what 
was their motive for rejecting the bill ; but for you it is quite suf- 
fiuient that a coroner's jury of twelve men have adjudged the pri- 
soner guilty of manslaughter. With regard to medical treatment,! do 
not ]irofea8 to he acquainted with the hoinceopathic treatment, nor 
wiih any other treatment, nor do I profess to have any knowledge 
whatever of medical matters. Whether the course adopted by the 
Board of Health is to be im]ilicitly followed, or whether tbat of 
private practitioners is to be adopted, or that of homceopathy, I 
don't know, nor, 1 dare say, do any of yon. You will be guided by 
tiie testimony that will be brought before you. If, according to 
that testimony, you believe that the prisoner acted to the heatof 
his judgment in taking up the case, and that as far as human judg- 
ment goes, it might have been a correct course, probably you will 
find a verdict for the prisoner. But, I apprehend, in order to come 
to that conclusion, it will be necessary for you to know, in the first 
instance, whether the prisoner at the bar was, or not, a person quali- 
fied to form a judgment on such diseases. Now I am hound to 
inform you, according to my instructions, that so far from being 
a medical man, or ever having studied medicine, his position, as 
far as I can learn, was precisely the reverse, and that be was en- 
gaged in pursuits totally at variance with that of medicine. If that 
should be the case, I apprehend so much graver does the charge lie 
upon him. It has been laid down, and very properly, that anybody 
— you, or I, or anybody else, may assist afellow-sufferer in an emer- 
gency, and if we do it under these circumstances to the best of our 
judgment, why then it would be very hard indeed, if we were to be 
made answerable to a criminal charge. You might fall down in a 
fiiinling fit, and I might know some way of bleeding you. You 
might recover, but if you were to die, it would be very hard to bring 
me to trial. And if a fairly authorised man uses that treatment which I 

is best in his judgment and conscientious belief, theu he should not 
stand guilty ; but it must be a part of your consideration whether J 

Ivas qualified to form a judgment as to the mode of treatment ; 1 

more than that — whether he was the person to come iu and J 
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i'. <iui>erscde a medical man. Here then arises the burden of the 
rliarge, the question of trentment will be brought liefore you. I do 
not know whether we are going to try to-dny the effecta of homoe- 
opRthic Ireatmeut or not. 

His Ivirdahip. As the indictment is represented to me, it nar- 
rows itself to this — Id order to be found guilty, the prisoner must 
be proved to have committed homicide in the manner described — 
not precisely, but in n similar way, as In the case of death by gmi- 
]mwder, gunshot wound, and the like. It is Btnted in the abstract, 
which 1 dare say is correct, that the prisoner killed the deceased by 
refusing to permit or allow to he administered to him any food, 
victuals, or nourishment, tor the su[iport and ninintenance of hia 
body. Therefore by the want end iibsence of such food he died. 
This is the particular mode of starving to death. 

Mr Horry. I felt myself whether the prisoner had suflicient 
]>nwer over the deceased as to le guilty of starvation, seeing that 
Mrs Pearce was an intermediale party. 

Hia Lordship. It rather surprised me to find that the prohibition 
of food was not general, but only a prohibition of some particular 
kinds of food ; beef-tea and gruel were given, as I understand. 

Mr Horry. I allude to homocnpathy, because this is one of the 
subjects on which I shall have to call witnesses before you, for vou 
to decide according to your own judgments. I was going to allude 
to the point of the woman intervening. 1 do not know whether 
there was a snflicient control over him to substantiafe the charge. 
If she believed him to be a medical man, or believed (hat he had 
power to cure the deceased, yc>\x will say whether she might not 
have acted under his directions innocently, believing that if she 
did not, her husband would die. 

The witnesses for the prosecution were then called. The first 
was Mrs Pearce, who was examined by Mr Horry as follows. 

Mr Horry. What is your name? Witness. Jane Pearce. — Mr 
Horiy. Are you the widow uf Hiehard David Pearce? Witness. 
Yes. — Mr Horry. You recollect your husband being attacked with 
an illness ? Witness. Yes, on Saturday night, the ftih September. 
Saturday night was the first. — Mr Horry. Very well. In consequence 
of hia illness, did you rail in Mr Harri.s? Witneaa. Yes,— Mr Horry. 
How soon did Mr Harris attend? WitTiess. On Sunday morning. 
— Mr Horry- Mr Tlarria attended once, or more than once 

on that day? Witness. Three times iu the course of the day. 

Mr Horry. Did he prescribe for him, or bring him any medicines? 
Witness. He prescribed for hino on Sunday morning. — Mr Horry. 
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Did yon get any medicineB? Witiiesa. Yes, he sent some medi- SECT, 
cines, sir. — MrHorry. Did lie send meiiiciiies each tirue. Witness. 
Yes, air. — Mr Horry. Did he give you any directions how to treat 
your husband? Witness. Yes, sir,— Mr Horry. Did yon follow 
Mr Harris's directions. Witness. Yea, sir; on Sunday I did. Mr 
Horry. Did you aftprwarda see Charles Thom;ts Pearce ? Witness. 
Yes, he was sent for on Sunday morning to see hia brother. Mr, 
Horry. How soon did he come? — Witness. Directly. Mr. Horty. 
You know him, do yon? Witness. O yea, sir.— Mr. Horry. Now 
jnst tell us this: did he recommend anything or not? Witness. 
Yes. He recommended some medicine.— Mr Horry. You say Mr 
Ilarria attended three times? Witness. Yes. — MrHorry. When 
ilid he last attend 1 Witness. On Simday night was the last time. 
Mr Horry. Previous to that were you present at any conversation 
with Mr Harris and Charles Thomas Pearce ? Witness. No, sir, I 
WHS not.— Mr Horry. The last time Mr Hartia attended was on 
Sunday night. Who attended after that ? Witness. Charles Pearce. 
— Mr. Horry. No one else ? Witness. No, not until Monday, when 
I colled Mr Davis in. — His Lordship- Was that the next Monday ? 
Witness. Yes. — MrHorry. Did you know Davis? Witness. No. 
— Mr Horry. Did you know Mr Harris ? — Witnesa. I did not know 
either of iliem till they called. — Mr Horry. By whose directions did 
you call in Mr Davis? Witness. By my own directions. — Mr Horry. 
Is he here? Wituesa. Yes, sir, he is. — Mr Horry. You say Charles 
Thomas Pearce attended your husband. Did he bring or send him 
medicines? — Witness He brought some himself. — MrHorry. And 
yon received some from Mr Hasted? Witness. Yes. — MrHorry. Did 
you administer those medicines ? Witness. Yea.— Mr Horry. While 
you administered them, did you administer any others? Witness. Nn, 
sir. — Mr Horry. Did you faithfully attend to the directions of Cha rlea 
Thomas Pearce? Witness. Yes, sir, while he was attending him. — 
Mr Horry. How long did he attend him ? Witness. Till the Wed- 
nesday following.— His Lordship. Is that the 12th ? Witness. Yes. 
— Mr Horry. What were his directions aa to food ? Witnesa. No- 
thing at all ; no food at all was ordered ; no food at all except the 
iced water and the medicine. He attended him till the Wednesday. 

Hia Lordship. What time? Witnesa. About eight o'clock. 

MrHorry. He sent medicines after that? Witness. Yes. — Mr. 
Horry. Did you attend to hia directions, and give him nothing but 
iced-water and the medicines? Witness. Yes, till Wednesday. - 
Mr Horry. What condition was your husband in on Wednesday 
WitiieBS. Much the same as when Mr Pearce first attended him.- 
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V. Mr Florry. You did not give him any gruel, did yon, or any thing 
of that sort ? Witness. Not till Wednesdny : on Wednesday Mr 
Pearce ordered some gruel and I gave it to hiin. — Mr Horry, Ytni 
gave gruel according to Pearce's directions? Witness. Yes. — 
Mp Horry. Well, Did you give anything else? W^itness. No.~ 
Mr Horry. What did yuu give him afterwards? Witness. Beef-tea 
and gruel. Mr M'Onbrey recommended that. 

His Lordghip. Any bread? Witness. A smnll piece of bread. — 
His Lordship, In the lieef-tea or gruel, 1 suppose? Witness. In 
the beef-tea. — His Lordship. This was by whose orders? Witness. 
Mr M'Oubrey's. — His Lordship. Is he a medical man ? Witness, 
Yes. His Lordship. Who sent for him ? Mr Pearce, 

Mr. Horry. Between Sunday and Wednesday did your husband 
complain? (Mr Sergeant Wilkina objected to this question, and 
it was accordingly not answered.) 

Mr Horry. Mr M'Oubiey attended hy the direction of Mr Pearce. 
Did Charles Thomas Pearce continue to attend after Wednesday ? 
Witness. Not himself. Mr M'Onbrey attended him twice. Thurs- 
day and Sunday. — Mr Horry. Did Charles Pearce come after M'td- 
nesday ? Witness. No. — Mr Horry. He sent medicines? Wit- 
ness. Yes, as I said before. — Mr Horry. Did he send directions also 
how to treat him after Wednesday ? Witness. Yes. 

His Lordship, That waswhile MrM'Oubrey was attending him* 
Witness. Yob. Mr Pearce sent medicines which he made up accord- 
ing to Mr M'Oubrey's directions. 

Mr Horry. Mr M'Onbrey attended three times? Witness. No, 
sir, only twice.— Mr Horry. When did your husband die ? Witness. 
On the 18th, sir. — Mr Horry. Mr Davis, what did he do? Witness. 
He gave some medicines on Monday evening. — Mr Horry. Davis 
did? Witness. Yes. 

His Lordship. Is ihnt the day before he died ? Witness. Yea, 

Mr Horry. You sent for Mr Davis yourself, did you not ? Wit- 
ness. Yes. 

His Lordship. As I nndeistond, then, it was in this way : Mr 
Harris was first called in. Witness, Yes.— His Lordship. Then 
on Sunday night, the 9th, the prisoner tame. Witness. Yea.— 
His Lordship. Then he attended him that night and on Monday, and 
then on Wednesday Mr M'Onbrey came ? Witness. No, on Thurs- 
day Mr M'Oubrey came. — His Lordship. Then the prisoner left off 
attending him. Mr M'Oubrey attended on Thursday and Sunday, 
and on Monday night you sent for Mr Davis ? Witness. Yes. 

Cross-examined by Mr Sergeant Wilkins : 
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Sergeant Wilkins- IJow long, ma'am, have you known the pri- SECT. V, 
Honor? Witness, Ten years. — Sergeant Wilkins. Now do you 
happen to know that for the last five years he has been studying 
medicine ? Witness. Yes, for what I know. 

His Lordship. YouhaveunderBtood that, have you? Witness. Yes. 

Sergeant Wilkins. Do you know that he was a lecturer* upon the 
physical sciences at the University College of London? Witness. 
I have heard so, sir. — Sergeant Wilkins. Now do you know that 
he attended lectures on anatomy, &c. Witness. I cannot say, 
sir.— Sergeant Wilkins. Do you know whether he attended the 
lectures of different eminent men, yourself? Witness. yes, 
sir, I have heard hini say so. — Sergeant Wilkins. Now, in the 
first instance, you say Mr Harris attended your husband. Wit- 
ness, Yea. — Sergeant Wilkins. Upon Sunday evening the prisoner 
was sent for? Witness. Yes, sir. — Sergeant Wilkins. Was it hia 
brother who requested it? Witness. I never heard him. — Ser- 
geant Wilkins. However on being sent for he came? Witness. Yes, 

His Lordship. How came he to be sent for? Witness. His bro- 
ther wished to see him in the morning when Mr Harris attended 
him ; t and in the evening he came again by my sending for him. — 
His Lordship. He was sent for then by the desire of your husband ? 
Witness. Not as I know of; he only wished to see him. — His 
Lordship. What do you mean then ? 

Sergeant Wilkins. She is drawing a distinction between sending 
for him, and sending for hira as a doctor. To the witness. Did Mr 
Harris come again? Witness. Once or twice: Mr Harris was out 
of town. — Sei^eant Wilkins. Now, did you give the deceased some 
arrowroot on Tuesday the 11th, a week before he died? Witness, 
Yes. — Sergeant Wilkins. You gave him some arrowroot instead of 
some weak gruel? Witness. Yes. — Sergeant Wilkins. Did he vo- 
mit that up again? Witness. Yes. 

His Lordship. That was on the Tuesday, How did he have the 
weak gruel? Witness. Because he preferred it. — ?Iia Lordship. 
By whose directions did you give it? Witness. By Pearce's. — 
Hia Lordship. When was that given ? Witness. On the Wednes- 
day he ordered it. — His Lordship. But you say you gave hira on 



■ This waa an error on Iho part of Mr Sargeant Wilkins. The brief ha held ■ 
waa miJtrcod ; it atsted that the accaeod hod atUnded lectures, not gave lectures 

1^ tho Universitj College. 
^nf The deceoied anxiouely sntroatod his brother to trent him, hut hia eutreaty 
Ih refund, bconuss he waa in the haaJs of a medical man. 
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' . Tuesday some nrruwroot. That ja wbnt yon liuve been telling us, 
you know. 

Sergeant Wilkina, You said yoti gave some arrowroot instead of 
Bome weak griiel. Who had given the order for the weak gruel ? 
Wilneu. Pearce ordered tlie weak gruel. 

Hia Lordship. You said Pearce ordered the gruel on Tuesday, 
Bftei telling us that Pearce ordered that he should have nothing 
but the iced water end medicine till Wednesday. 

Sergeant Wilkins. Was it Tuesday that yon gave him some ar- 
rowroot ? Witness. Yea,— Sergeant Wilkins. And you say you 
gave it instead of the weak gruel that Pearce ordered? Witness. 
Yes. — Sergeant Wilkins. Now, you gave the arrowrool, you kDow, 
upon the Tuesday instead of the weak gruel that Peorce had ordered. 
Mr Pearce then must have ordered that before the arrowroot was 
given ? Witness. I am in such trouble that I cannot recollect just 
now. — Sergeant Wilkins. However, you did give him some on 
Tuesday instead of the gruel, and he threw that up? Witness. Yes. 
Sergeant Wilkins. How long had it been upon his stomach before 
he threw it up? Witness. Only a very few minutes. — Sergeant 
Wilkins. Now then did you give him some weak gruel ou Tuesday 
after that ? Witness. Yes. — Sergeant Wilkins. When did you first 
give him beef-tea ? Wilnesa. On Thursday for the first time. — Ser- 
geant Wilkins. Then j'ou did give him some weak gruel on Wednes- 
day? Witness, A little weak gruel on Wednesday. 

His Lordship. Did that agree with him? Witness. Yes .---Sergeant 
Wilkius. How much did you give him? Witness. Two teaspoonfuls 
at a time, — Sergeant Wilkins. How did it happen that the prisoner 
ceased to attend him on Wednesday. Witness. Ouaccount of illness ; 
word was sent me that be was laid up with the cholera himself, and 
therefore Mr M'Oubrcy attended him. — Sergeant Wilkins. Upon 
Thursday you gave him some beef-tea ? Witness. Ves.-- -Sergeant 
Wilkins. How many times onThursday? Witness. Three times— ■ 
Sergeant Wilkins. Did you give him some on Friday? Witness. 
Yes. — Sergeant Wilkins. And gruel ? Witness, No, beef-tea. 
Sergeant Wilkius. And again on Saturday? Witness. Some beef- 
tea. —Sergeant Wilkins. And on Thursday, you say? Witness. 
Yes.— Sergeant Wilkins. By order of Mr M'Ouhrey ? Witness. 
Yes.-'Sergeant Wilkins. And again upon Saturday ? Witness. 
—Sergeant Wilkins. And upotk Sunday? Witness. Yes, and on 
Monday Mr Davis was sent for.---SergeaDt Wilkins. Now what was 
given him afterwards ? Witness. Some weak brandy and water, and 
chalk-rai\ture.— Sergeant Wilkina. Allow me to ask you, during 
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the whole of this time waa the choiera upon him ? Wilneas. Yes, SECT. V, 
Blr— -Sergeant Wilkiua (to hia Lordahip). I submit tliat is an end 
of (hia case. 

His Lordahip: 1 suppose there is somehody who will come nod 
aaj it is quite certain that this man was killed by not having nourish- 
ment on Monday and TueatJay. 

Mr Horry. That is the testimony of the surgeon. 

Sergeant Wilkius. No, no, indeed it is not, we have his testi- 
mony here, 

Mr Horry. The thought has certainly occurred to me that several 
persona interfered in the matter; I will therefore leave it in the 
hands of your Lordahip. 

His Lordship. It is very strange to me if a person whose howela 
are very much otit of order could be killed by being without food 
for two or three days. If such were the case, /should not be here 
to-day. Perhaps you had better call any medical witness who would 
say that death waa caused by this treatment. 

Mr Richard Harris was then sworn. ---Mr Horry. Are you a aiir- 
gpon? Witness. Yes, sir-— Mr Horry. You recollect being called in 
to attend Mr Hichard David Pearce? Witness. I do. 

His Lordship. What day was that, Mr Harris? Witness. On 
Sunday, the 9th of September. 

Mr Horry. Now aay in what condition you found him? Wit- 
ness. I found him suffering under Asiatic or malignant cholera ; I 
saw him first about 1 1 o'clock in the morning; in the afternoon 
he was much in the same way; I subsequently aaw him about 9 
o'clock in the evening, 1 waa sent for in great haste. 

His Lordship. In what stage of the cholera did you find him? 
Witness. Collapsed— His Lordship. That is almost dying? Wit- 
ness. He was in a very critical state, sir, all day Sunday. 

Mr Horry. Yoii attended him three times on that day ? Witness. 
Yes, on that day— Mr Horry. You gave him medicine? Witness. 
Yea— Mr Horry. Now, on Sunday evening how was he going on? 
Witnesa. He was somewhat relieved to what he had been in the 
morning, but he was still in a very critical state. He was in the 
greatest possible danger— -Mr Horry. But not in so much danger 
as inlhemorning? Witness. Yes, I think he waa, though hia aymp. 
loms were not go bad, and his pain and sufferings were in some 
degree relieved. 

His Lordship. Why, just as if he had been going to die? Wit- 

EJust so. 
8 Lordship. Did you believe him to be dying at the time* 
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SECT, V. WilBess. I ibouglit his state one of great danger, but oot hope- 

Mr Horrj. I need hardly ask you whether you were prepared to 
go oij with the ca»e? Witnesa. Certainly, moat assuredly. I do 
not know whether you are acquainted with the way in which I gave 
up the case— -Mr Horry. How aoon did you see Charles Thomas 
I'earce? Witneae, About half an hour afterwards. Hearing that 
be had a brother in the profession, and finding him in extreme dan- 
ger, I requested to see him, that we might have a coasultatioa on 
the case — Mr Horry, That was your request, and not the bro- 
ther's? Witness. My request-'-Mr Horry. And oot the brother's? 
Witness. My request entirely — Mr Horry. Did you afterwards sec 
him? Witness. Not professionally— Mr Horry. Did you have any 
conversation about the case? Witness. On that evening I did — 
Mr Horry. What took place? Witness. I told Mr Pearce that 1 
considered his brother in very great danger, I represented to him 
what I had done; and asked him if he had any observations to 
make upon the case, or any suggestions to offer with regard to hia 
brother's welfare. He then said " as regards the old system, the 
allopathic plan, which you have adopted, you have done all that 
you could do,'' or something to that etlect. He said, as we both 
considered the case one of extreme danger, he should like to 
have the homcEopathio system tried, (I speak from memory) ; 
my reply was, " 1 know nothing at all about the doctrine of ho- 
mtcopathy, and I must leave the case in your own hands." I could 
not act at all in concurrence with him. lie then asked ifl had any 
objection to look in as a friend, if I would not come professionally. 

His Lordship. What did you say? Witness. " Certainly not, I 
have no objection to look in as a. friend." But I gave up the case 
to his feelings as a brother. 

Mr Horry. Did anything else pass? Witness. Nothing that I 
know of. — Mr Horry, At the time this conversation took place, did 
you believe that be was a medical man? Witnesa, I did not ask 
him that question, — Mr Horry. You said just now, that hearing he 
hjid a brother in the profession, you sent for him; now I want to 
know how ynu knew him to be a medical man, or in the profession ? 
Witness. Well, 1 don't know that I gave the matter a thought. I 
heard that he was in the profession, but 1 don't know whether he 
was a qualified man or not. 



• Mr llapiia osplaiiHwl hia moimiiiy by quut 
" WJiilo thure'a life Ibera'g ho[>c." 
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His Lordship. There was nothing i 
that he was not ? Witness. On the contrary, from his conversation 
I should suppose he was : he told nie he had been in the University 
College four years. — His Lordship. Did he talk Itkea medical man ? 
Witness. Yes. — His Lordship. Surelyyou could tell: why, if he did 
not talk like a medical man, you would not suppose liim to'be ao. 
Did yon look in as a friend? Witness. I did.— His Lordship. 
How did you find him? Witness. He was considerably relieved : a 
reaction had taken place. — His Lordship. Did you look in after 
that? Witness. I did, on the folloiving day, on Tuesday. — His 
Lordship. How was he then? Witness. Not so well. — His Lordship. 
Did you look in again on Wednesday? Witness. No, sir. I did not 
see him afterwards till the day before his death. I then called to 
see bis wife, and he happened to be in the room at the same time. 

Sergeant Wiikins. I believe you have already expressed an opinion 
that he died frona the disease ? Witness. I hardly know whether I am 
justified in giving that opinion. On Sunday the disease was suf- 
ficiently urgent to cause his death. 

His Lordship. You saw him on Monday, and he seemed better ? 
Witness. Yes.— Sergeant Wiikins. Did you refer to the Sunday be- 
fore his death? Witness. Oh no. Sir, I beg pardon, Sunday the 9ih. 

His Lordship. On Sunday, you say, beseemed in quite a despe- 
rate stale, and nearly dying ! Witness. Yes.— His Lordship. On 
Monday, you say, he had rallied, and at that time the prisoner 
began to attend him. On Tuesday be was rather worse, but not so 
ill as on Sunday. On Wednesday you did not see him any more ; 
and, for any thing you saw, the prisoner's plan was judicious, to 
judge by the effects of it ? Witness. I was vain enough to think it 
was my plan that cauaed the re-action. — His Lordship. Have yon 
any reason for supposing that he did harm by his plan ? Witness. 
No. — His Lordship. Is a person suffering from cholera, and in a 
collapsed state, fit to deal with solid food? Witness. I had no 
reason for ordering food till he could eat it. — His Lordship, If a 
person is suffering from cholera ao far as to be in a collapsed state, 
are his digestive organs capable of dealing with solid food * Wit- 
ness. Liquid food he could take. — His Lordship. I am asking 
about solid food ? Witness. No, air. — His Lordship. Why don't 
you answer then. You might as vfell say he could put on a clean 
shirt if he wanted. It does not require a man of science to be able 
to give a plain answer, A man in a collapsed state ciinuot eat a beef- 
steak, or lake what you may call nourishment. Were beef-tea and 
gruel as good things as he could take? Witness. I thought so. 
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His Lordehip. ThU mnTi seems lo hnve been doctored aa well as be 
could. How any man can *ny the defendant is guilty of mnnslaugh- 
ter I cannot possibly iniigine: it appear* he waa called in in a des- 
perute case, and did everything it was possible to do under the 
circiimslances. 

Sergeant Wilkins. The real truth is, it is an attack on homoeop- 
athy, and not against him. 

The case for the prosecution here dropped, and the prisoner wu 
im mediately discharged. 



Chapter V. — CommenU on the Evidence of the Medical 
WitneBi. 

The witness on whose evidence Deputy-Coroner Wakley 
chiefly relied, was that of Mr. Davis,* a medical practitioner 
residing at Ampthill Square, Hampstead Road. 

It becomes a matter of duty to the public at lai^, 
and to the medical profession in particular, that his 
evidence should be examined in connexion with the whole 
inquiry. Such examination is essential, since thia inqnest 
is one among the increasing number, in which coroners' 
juries have been rendered inquisitions to examine and decide 
upon questions of medical theories; and so becoming will 
render such juries, when deciding upon statements made by 
individuais like Mr. Davis, the means of pnicticttlly realizing, 
not only to the medical profession, but also to the public, in 
the liability to imprisonment tor manslaughter, the ominous 
warning, so sententiously expressed by Mr. Justice Matde, — 
" None of ua will be aafe." 

Conceive that it were allowed to pass unnoticed and anre- 
sisted, that, because a man ventures to give a medical opinion, 
which has an undue force given to it, because no opportunity 
is given to show its fallaciousness, and because it happens to 
be uttered before a coroner, who " feels strongly on the case," 
that a person guilty only of the presumed crime of tliffering 
in medical opinion from the man giving witness, and from tlie 
coroner before whom the evidence is given, should be found 
guilty by a coroner's jury of the crime of manslaughter, and 

' ■' On loukjog at the eiideaoi', I And ttutt of Mr, Dorii imil Mn. Pcaroe 
most iniportanl," — Deputy-coroner's suranuuB up, 
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as such shoulJ be committed to a prison and treated as a segt. ■■ 
felon, what man, medical or non-medical, would have his 
liberty safe ? 

According to the conclusion, realized in this case upon me- 
dical testimony, any parent who, for the sake of his child's 
recovery, determined that he should abstain from food, would 
be liable to a verdict of manslaughter. And if once the coro- 
ner's court is to find a person guilty of manslaughter, because . 
he has recommended abstinence from food, how many might be 
found guilty of manslaughter, who have caused the death of 
the patient, as it is likely was the case in this case, by giving 
food contrary to medical orders : for though the coroner sums 
up in accordance with the popular prejudice now, it may hap- 
pen that a coroner may come who, regarding that food given 
while disease exists, is not nourishment, but poison, might 
sum up so as to obtain a verdict of manslaughter against 
some good, but ignorant brother, it may be mother, who gives 
food when it ought not to be given. 

Such misuse of the coroner's court must therefore be 
resisted. 

Looking at the past history of medical opinions, and the I 
l(to%atment of those holding them by their medical brethren, it I 
r ja not deemed a very wise thing to allow even medical men 
I to decide on the opinions of members of their own body ; but 
I to allow persons not medieal to decide points of medical prae- 
' tice, aud the decision to have connected with it criminality, 
and the consequences of that criminality, is a stretch of 
power so anomalous as to require positive condemnation. 
Such an application of the coroner's court, it appears to us, 
s been made in the case in question ; and to such an appli- 
»tion Mr.Wakley was a party principally active, though, as a 
irrister of two years' standing, he ought to have known what 
ihe Recorder of London expressed in connexion with this 
y case, in his aildress to the grand jury : 
" If the mode of treatment waa of a diyabfful character, that would not 
Kbe sufficient to justify in returning a bill for manslaugliter." 

Just fancy a medical man attending a patient with tlie lia- 
tbility, (supposing some ignorant, and consequently bold me- 
dical man can he brought to swear that his patient died from 
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V. Gxhaustioa from want of food,) of having a verdict of man- 
sluugliter, and the consequences of that verdict, hanging over 
his bead, in case his patient dies. Such a man's life would be 
more miserable than that of a criminal. Yet such is the con- 
dition of every medical man in the division of the county of 
Middlesex over which Mr. Wakley presides a^ coroner, if he, 
Ruiiling the minds of twelve men on es parte evidence, is to 
have the power of deciding questions of medical practice. If 
this be allowed once to settle down into a custom, every medi- 
cal man happening to practise his profession within the coro- 
nerial range of Mr. Waliley, must ascertain what is Mr. Wak- 
ley's medical creed, and either bow to the medical image that 
this medical Nebuchadnezzar raises up for medical worship, 
or he must flee to the other division of Middlesex for safety. 

The public are deeply interested in this question, for if any 
one needs clearness of vision, freedom from fear of conse- 
quences, in order to enable him to act with success, it Is the 
medical man when in attendance in cases of danger ; and yet 
these cases of danger, if such verdicts as the one in question 
are to be admitted without resistance, are the very cases in 
which he will have to work, under conditions not less painfhl 
than that represented as the lot of Damocles, who sat en- 
throned 

" With a sword hanging by a Jmir above his head." 
Though Mr, Membury Wakley seems unable to under- 
stand this, it has been recognized by a judge of no mean posi- 
tion, Mr. EaronPlatt, who, in atrialof a medical gentleman for 
manslaughter, remarked that " the promulgation of the doe- 
trine that medical men are criminally responsible for follow- 
ing the dictates of their matured judgment, might have the 
effect of preventing surgeons and others from acting viith that 
confidence and boldness, under peculiar circumstances, to 
which the preservation of life and limb is often due." * 

As already stated, the evidence of Mr. Davis formed the 
material which the deputy-coroner used in the summing up, 
which ended in a verdict of manslaughter against Mr. Peai-ce. 

■ JounHil of Health aiid Diacaia mul Monthly Journal of Homaopatliy, vol, 1. 
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Tlio following pvidencc was given by Mr. Davis : SECT 

John IlsTts. — 1 am a mpinber of the college of surgeons, I was called 
to see the deceased, Uichard David Pearce, on Monday, Ihe 18th day of 
September, at 9 at night. I found him eslremely emaeiated and suffering 
from aheer exhauatioa. / iianicdiutely urdtrai a ylass of hraiuly and water 
and nourishment and medicitti:. I saw him again at eight o'clock on Tue»^J 
day morning', he was then dying. On the previous evening he aaid hj 
had been starved by the horaicopathic system. I ordered him ' 
brandy and water, beef tea, and milk. 

I have made a post mortem examination, ondfound the liver and kidneys 
congested with blood, right side of the heart congested, gall blBd<ler 
empty, lungs congested : there nas no fat. 1'he bladder was empty, there 
was a small quantity of lii^uid in the alomach, about an ounce, a brown 
liquid. I have, with the asaistanoe of my son, analysed a portion of tlie 
liquid and found a smalt quantity of arsenic, but not sufficient to cause 
death i the cause of the death was exhaustion caused by the want of snS- 
cient food and nourishment, and congestion. The lungs were EufHciently 
congested to cause death : tliere nere no eigtis to lead me to suppose the 
deceased had had the cholera, the ap])earancB of the viscera were not such 
aa you meet with in cholera. 

Iluving heard the statement of the witnesses, (be progress and illness of 
the deceased and his medical treatment, and connecting the facia related 
with the appearances of the body, eKtemally and internally, irhen I made 
(he post morteni examination, I am still of the same opinion as to the 

ise of death, namely, the want of sufficient food and nourishment, 

Tlie perusal of tlie evidence given by Mr. Davis at the in- 
quest will present many additional particulars, and to this 
-evidence reference will be made. 

According to Mr, Davis, the deceased " died of want of 
Bafficient food and nonrishment, and congestion." 

Putting aside the verbiage of " food ami nourishment," 
the grounds on wliich Mr. Davis forms his opinion may be 
detailed. 

These grounds are three : First, the appearance of the 
patient when Mr. Davis saw him first, namely, the night be- 
fore he died ; Second, the declaration of the patient, that he 
had been starved by the homceopathic system ; and Tliird, 
Hie plienomena presented on opening the dead body, the post 
JiORTBU appearances. 

(SnOUND FllteT. 

found him extremely emaciated, and suffering from 
iheer exhaustion,'" 

M H 
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SKCT. V. " Suffering from sheer exhaustion," not exhaustion simply, 
but sheer exhaustion ; that is, exhaustion caused by sheer 
want of the means of living : in other words, Mr. Davis con- 
vevs that the man had been stan-ed. 

In coming to this conclusion, Mr. Da\'is must have disre- 
garded the fact, that the patient had had an attack of Asiatic 
cholera, which was so severe that Mr. Harris, a surgeon, who 
first saw the deceased, declared he believed him to be dying. 
Mr. Davis must also, we think, have disregarded the second 
fact, that the day Mr. Davis saw the deceased, he had had a 
fresh attack of diarrhea, having had fourteen dejections, a 
number sufficient to emaciate even a healthv man. Mr. Davis 
must have disregarded the third fact, that the patient had 
exposed himself to the cold, by going do^\^l on a bleak day, 
Sept. 15. into his garden, of his own self-will. Mr. Daris must 
have disregarded the fourth fact, of the injuriousness of the ex- 
citement of that self-\nll on bis debilitated system. Mr. Davis 
must have disregarded the fifth fact, that the effect of this 
going down into his garden was such a severe prostration, that 
his family had great difficulty to get him back again. Mr. Davis 
must have disregarded the sixth fact, that the patient had 
had, after escaping the stage of collapse in cholera, the pecu- 
liar typhoid fever so generally occurrent, a fever almost as 
fatal as the collapse itself, and a fever attended with exces- 
sive exhaustion. 

All these facts were, we think, disregarded by Mr. Davis, 
for he hesitates not to avow that the appearance of the patient 
indicated that he was suffering from sheer exhaustion. 

The patient was, as every one but Mr. Davis would have 
supposed, after all these emaciating conditions, " extremely 
emaciated." He had, as Mr. Davis afterwards added in reply 
to a remarkable interpellation of the coroner when sum- 
ming up, " Any fat ?" " No fat." 

This emaciation, by Mr. Davis, was from no cause but 
want of food. Such was the dreadful starvation, that all the 
fat, (it was easy for Mr. Davis to assume that the patient had 
had fat before he was diseased,) had been absorbed to supply 
nourishment to the sufferer. He had, pelican-like, fed on his 
own fat. 
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To Mr. Davis, big with the idea of starvation, it mat- SECT. V. 
tered not that it is characteristic of Asiatic cholera, that 
it emaciates in a few hours the person attacked with 
it, so that the appearance of a young man is changed to 
that of a man aged ; it mattered not to Mr. Davis, that the 
emaciation produced by this disease is so remarkable as to 
have been described by those well acquainted with the dis- 
ease as being similar to that shrivelling seen in the hands of 
washerwomen after a long wash. 

All these woll-known facts had in the mind of Mr. Davis 
no weight, it may be presumed because they had no existence 
there ; but how Mr, Davis could have the boldness (these 
facts having an existence) to imperil a fellow-professional's 
reputation, by declaring the emaciation in the deceased was 
the result of sheer exhaustion, reminds of the aphorism — 

" Fools rush in 
Where angels fear to tread." 



The second series of evidences given by Mr. Davis as pro- 
bative, that the deceased was suffering from sheer exhaustion, 
was founded on the statement of the patient. 

" On the previous evening he said he had been starved by 
the homoeopathic system." Such is Mr. Davis's deposition. 

The assertion of Mr. Davis was obtained at the inquest 

thus : — 

" He saw him Tuesday morning. Deceased was dying then. On the pre- 
vious evening he stated he had been murdered, or starved to death, or 
something to that effect. — Cor. Did he say by what or by whom he had 
been starved to death ? — Wit. He said by the homoeopathic system." 

Ground of doubt of the accuracy of Mr. Davis's statement 
in toto might be fairly raised from the vagueness of the asser- 
tion in his evidence, he had been murdered or starved to 
death, or " something to that eflfect." 

It is not necessary to invalidate Mr. Davis's statement. 
Still it is proper to record the fact, that of the five witnesses 
besides Mr. Davis, only two assert that he said he was starved 
to death; and these two were those who were least with him. 

Eliza Higgins and John Hasted deposed thus : — 

Eliza Higgins : " I have heard the deceased complain every hour in the 

MM 2 
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SECT. V. day of his wonting food, and he said that he was being ttarred to death. 
lie said this the ni^ht before he died and for some days before he died.* 
John Hasted : '* On Thursday preceding his death, the deceased man 
asked me to ask his brother to let him hare some nourishment^ as he was 

staninjj." 

Such was John Hasted*s deposition. Id his evidence at the 
in«|uest he stated : — 

Cor. Did he ever say he was starred? — Wit. He did; he said this on 
the Friday night. 

The testimony of the three other witnesses is different. 

m 

The widow deposed that lier husband was always wanting 
victuals, and repeatedly said he would have it. 

The widow's mother, Sarah Payne, when asked by a juror : 

Did he make any remarks about food to you ? — ^AVit. None but what I 
have said. AVould not lell a storj*. 1 will speak the truth. 

The coroner asked this witness : 

Did you ever hear him say any thing about being starved ? — Witness 
answered : He requested me to give him a cup of tea. 

Mr. Harris deposes nothing respecting starvation. 

So that two witnesses who were constantly with the pa- 
tient, namely, the wife and the wife's mother, heard nothing 
about the starvation, although, according to Eliza Higgins, 
" every hour of the day he said he wanted food, and that he 
was being starved to death." 

But the most extraordinary fact is, that, though he was 
being starved to death "by the homoeopathic system," his 
constant wish was to see his brother, the man who starved 
him ! 

Eliza Higgins testifies that — 

** Deceased particularly wished to see his brother." 

The coroner puts to the widow a leading question : " Did 
he not make some remarks respecting the treatment he was 
receiving from his brother." The witness replies : " No ; he 
made no remarks about that." 

And again, a juror asked: ** Did deceased wish to see Mr. 
Harris again ?" The witness replied : " Yes ; Mr. Pearce 
recommended Drs. Epps and Curie ; deceased would not 
have them. All he wished for ivas to see his brother.^* Mr. 
Pearce recommended the additional homoeopathic advice on 
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the 17th, Ihe day before the patient died ; consequently, up to SECT. 1 
the last day, the deceased wished to see his bruthtT, 

John Hasted, when questioned by the coroner respcetina 
the treatment, thus — 

" Did he eay he was antiafied ?" 
the answer was not " No ;" but was — 

'■ lie noudered his brother did not come to see him," 
'This also was the day before be died. 

The coroner fiirther, in endeavouring to obtain evidence 
as to the opinion of the deceased as to the treatment he espe- 
rieneed from his brother, asked Sarah Payne : '■ Did he mak* ■ 
any remarks about the treatment ?" replied : " N 

So thatj though all four witnesses testify tliat the decease^ 
■wanted to see his brother, though three of them testify 
that he made no complaint of the treatment to which he \ 
euhjected ; yet, Mr. Davis finds out from the poor man, that 
he was starved by tlio hoinosopathic system. 

A man of enlarged inind would have carefully weighed the 
TBlue of this assertion of a dying man. A medical man would 
have said to himself, that is, if he had had any experience in 
fever, and more especially iu the typhoid fever of cholera, 
this eraving for food is a marked feature in many forms of 
fijvers, but especially in the cholera fever, may not this de- 
mand for food he a mark of delirium ? Mr. Davis might 
have been led to this conclusion more readily, because the 
widow gave evidence and deposed, — 

" On Friday, the Hth of Spirteniber, he went out into the garden 
maa very exhausltd wheu he came in, and li'ot suite liffM headed." 

This evidence Mr. Davis heard, but to it ho was as the 
deaf adder. 

A well informed mind would at once have recognized the 
probability that this craving for food was the result of disease 
from the fact, known to even the tyro in cholera symptoi 
namely, that in the first stage of cholera there exists an inJ 
tense craving for drink: drink, drink, is the perpetual cry: 
but, who knowing anything of cholera listens to the demand 
to give what the patient asks. He would drink gallons of 
tvater if given him, but he vomits all. A well informed mind 
would at once have had the idea originated: If this craving 
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'. V. for drink is a feature of one stage of cholera, may not the 
craving for food be a feature of another stage of the cholera, 
and as it is necessary to resist the application in the one case, 
is it not equally wise to resist it in the second ? 

But, Mr. Davis's mind was filled up with the one idea, 
" death by starvation," and there was do room for all those 
little thoughts of ingenuous minds to exercise their modifying 
influence. 

(iHOUNU TlllltU. 

However unsatisfiictory the two grounds are on which 
Mr. Davis formed the opinion declared in his deposed dictum, 
that the deceased died from exhaustion from want of food, 
greater still is the want of satisfaction in the third reason. 

He asserted that the deceased died of starvation, and when 
asked by Mr. Johnston — 

" Will you describe to the jury, what wore the indiuations that brought 
jnu to your contlusions? Mr. Dovb. The pxpre»aions of Ibe dcceaaeii, 
iind the poBt-mortetn cKaiiibauon." 

No room for doubt remains that the phenomena, presented 
on examination of the deceased's body after death, constituted 
the ground for Mr, Davis's conclusion. 

What these phenomena were, were eliiited by Mr. John- 
ston — 

"Mr. Johnston. Will you describe the post-mortem examination ? 
Mr. Davis. The luogs and right side nf the heart were much engorged; 
the liicr also und iuteatines.^Mr. JohoBton. Did you open the stomacb 
and carefully esoDiioe the coats ? Yes, — Mr. Johnston. IJid you find any- 
thing ? Mr. Da.vi8. Some inflammatory a])rila. — Mr. Johnston. Did you 
open the intestinal tube, air ? Mr. Davis. No. — Mr. Johnston. Tefl the 
jury what are the phenomena when a man dies from starvation P Mr. Davit. 
The same as existed in this case; no material dilference." 

From this evidence, it appears that the phenomena pre- 
sented, according to Mr. Davis, were, — 

1. The lungs were much engorged, i. e., congested ; 

2. The right side of the lieart was much engorged ; 

3. The liver was much engorged ; 

4. The intestines were engorged ; 

5. The kidneys were congested; 
a. The stomstch was empty : and had f 

spotB on it. 
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7. The intostinea were empty. 

Mr, Taylor, who is Lecturer on Medical Jurispnidi 
Guy's Hospital, lias published a work, now deemed 
dard work, on the subject of medical jurisprudence. In that 
work is a section devoted to the phenomena presented in 
death from starvation, and the following are the pheoomt 
recorded : 

The htnga are collapsed and deatitute of blood; they are* 
shrunk and contracted: states exactly opposite to these de- 
scribed by Mr. Davis as present in the deceased, and 
declared by him as indisputably demonstrative that the 
ceased had died from starvation. 

Professor Taylor states in reference to the heart, that itii 
eollapaed and destitute of blood : a state directly opposite 
that described by Mr. Davis as present in the deceased, and 
declared by him as indisputably demonstrative that the de- 
ceased had died from starvation. 

So that the conclusion must be arrived at, that eiti 
Mr. Taylor or Mr. Davis must bo wrong. To supj 
Mr. Taylor to be in error as to the phenomena would be to 
suppose that a person, who has paid attention to a subject 
with a view to writing a standard work thereon knows less 
than a man, who has had no opportunity, and has had no 
reason to study the subject at all. 

But what mattered to Mr, Davis that the signs described by 
him are not the signs present after death from starvation ? It 
mattered not to him that in case of starvation the lungs are 
collapsed and destitute of blood, and, yet, in the case of Mr. 
Pearce they were in a directly opposite state, i. e,, congested. 

Two incidental points, which Mr. Davis noted as indi- 
cative of the exhaustion from starvation, were the stomach 
being empty aTid the intestines being empty. 

In reference to the former, any one acquainted with ph; 
ology knows that the food always leaves the stomach in ft 
to six hours after it has been taken ; and, therefore, its 
emptiness, per se, is not indicative that the party having the 
empty stomach died from starvation. 

Some argument might be drawn from the fact of the intes- 
tine being empty, Mr, Davis, it will be presumed, would not 
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f. reotare to make this tact to be one point of the evidence on 
which he was to injure the reputation of a medical prac- 
titioner, without a most careful examination of the intestines 
Iron) the stomach to the last gat. 

What is the fact ? Mr. Davis did not open the hUestinea. 
So that this extraordinary man could tell that the intestines 
were empty without opening them. The eves of most laen 
cannot penetrate into a cavity without removing the invest- 
ments of the cavity ; but, Mr. Davis's vision enabled him to 
penetrate the intestines and to see their interior without 
opening them. 

" The stomach and the intestines are empty, but healthy," 
Professor Taylor asserts, in case of death from starvation ; 
but Mr. Davis states that though the stomach was empty, it 
was not healthy, but had on its inner coat inflammatory 
spots. 

Professor Taylor remarks, that in death from starvation, 
" There is the most complete prostration of strength, which 
renders the individual incapable of the least exertion," (Ma- 
7mal of Ifedtcal Jurisprudence, p. 63G, 2nd edit.) Yet Mr. 
Davis knew that the patient had been into his garden on 
the day but one before he saw him. 

That upon such evidence as this, a man brought up to the 
profession of a barrister should rely is most extraordinary. 
The farther the inquiry is carried, the more exti'aordinary 
does the evidence become. The following transpired in the 
course of the inquest : — 

Cor. Did you think deceased hiid cholera? — Mr. Davis. Could not 
swear. No evidence in putt mortem examination lo prone the man died of 

So that Mr. Davis positively testifies that there was no 
evidence in the appearances after death to prove the deceased 
died of cholera. 

The examination proceeds : — 

"Coroner questions: Thought it was from GxhauBtion caused by the want 
of food ; several onjuni conj/esicd and sufficienlly go to cause death .- the 
lungN and heart much congested." 

The examination proceeds by Mr. Pearce asking Mr.Davis^: 

"Whether confjeatinn of the internal organs is not an inrnnnble nign 
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^^K after cholera 1*" And Hr, Davis repHiid : " Moet 
^P TAINLY." 

So that t!ie deceased [jreseiited no eiyns of cholera in the 
examination after death ; nevertheless, congestion of the in- 
ternal organs was prestnt ; and though congestion of the 
interniil organs ia an uivariable sign after cholera, yet tb( 
patient had no sign of having died of cholera ! 

Can contradiction descend deeper? Yet on this evidencf 
a brother is made to be guilty of the manslaughter of hit 
brother. 

It would have been well had Mr, Davis read Taylor ( 
Medical Jurisprudence, before venturing to be so dogmati- 
cally positive on the iippearances in persons dying of starva- 
tion. He might then have met with the subjoined, which i? 
earnestly recommended to his notice : — 

" It is uutiucossnry for mo to rouiarktbit grcnt roaponeiliilitf is attaclu^dtf 
duties of a meilioal vitaeu, luid tlmt any mcBibor of tlie ]irofbssioii mny 
himself inrolTcd in tliia roaponaibility, from circumsCanoea of laerclf aooidvnt 
nature. He should remember that Hs duty lies atrictlj in developing medio 
proofs : and he must ondomour to la; aside that tboUag, which olten induces 
D see a criminal in ever; one who happens to bo necnsed : — " priia eil 
rimina qaim lU reo impiirtndam." — (Rnoiins.) I truat that I toay not 
found to )iUTt> departed from this Qiaiini in treating the aubjeotE 
Mauual. While I have endeaToured to bring forwoi'd every medical point neoe»- 
tabliab a orinie, T have not concealed tbo onmeroua objections to wlucli 
tnodieal ovidoiiee is eipoaed. On one aide, my object Iina boon to eatablish 
gniit, — wi the otbor, to vindioalc innooenoe. Whether in any ease requiring 
medical evidence, a poi-aoii be wrongly or rightly aecused, ia a unestion 
reata with the jury, and not with tlie witncas. In rtcenl times, however, 
been customary to apeak of n aiedieal prosecution and deicae«. A witne: 
ihus ptaoea himself in the position of a raodicol oounaol, entirely forgets that 
ividenco should always be given with a view, — not to tho acquittal or conviction 
of a portiimlar individua], but to the vindication of jostiee, and tbo due proti 
tion of BOCiety '. Ue appetkrs for the oountry, and neither for the Crowti nor the 
priaonor. IIo is bound to state conaciontionsly, without aomjde or reaervation, 
tho vihoJc of the medical facta and doctrines which may he neceaaary to bring out 
tho truth. An unqualified answer, returnee] to a genera] qneation, may be tlio 
means of Bonding a tellow-creatnre into ctomitj' ;— and morally deltased must he 
the mind of tbatlndividnal, who, becauao be Has hem Boleoted aa avitness either 

tfbr tho proBocution or deFence. thinks that ho is justiflad in giving only 
deuce wiiat may appear to fiivonr tho prosecution or tho prisoner. lie should 
remember that hia oath binds him to speak Ihe whrilc Inilli. and not merely 
much oa may servo the party by whom lie is summoned. If he has 
■oUTHgo to place himaolf in this position, he ia nsaunidly not qualifieil to act M< 
witneas, He who would strain medical doctrines nnd 'listort medical evidni 
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'. bnAm man mublo to Iflsl the grounds or hi« profcinaiial oiunion. in order to ex- 
tricate oao whose guilt naa appnrent. voulil hnve TB17 little scruple 'where fait 
iiiltire4t inclined bim, to express o|UnionB tluit might conaigo nn ianiweat pfVton 
to the handi of tbe eiecntioncr. The poirer of a medioal witness in n eoort 
of law U oicecdingljr great. If it be emplo]^ for good, it majtbe nlao emploTed 
lor e<il. A statement may be requir«l us evidence, vliioh will probublj become 
the turning point of lifo and death, to an accniod poraon ! la Buoh a statomeut 
to be n»do a subject of bargaiik and tale ! — Tet if medical witnesws enoa give 
tnj to the temptation of rendering thcmielTei partial adrooalcs, it ii imponiblo 
to Mr to what results tho ]iractice ma; nltimotely led." — Manual of MeiiaA 
Juritprudenet. hj Alfred Tajlor, F.R.S, 



Chapter VI. — Comments on the Conduct offJie Coroner. 

" 1 feel alrongly on the case myself." — Deputj-Coroner Wekley. 

Mr. U. M. Wakley, when be made the above observation, 
uttered a truth. He did feol strongly, and it is proposed to 
present some illustrations oi the strength of his feelings : an 
exhibition, which, it is hoped, will make him in futurL-, when 
he feels strongly, to endeavour to feel wisely. 

ILLUSTKATION FIRST. 

Mr. Harris, the practitioner who first attended the deceased, 
was absent at the Brst and second meeting of the inquest. 
His evidence, it might be inferred, would be important, and 
Mr. Johnston, Mr, Pearee's legal adviser, required that he 
should be called. Several of the jury considered his pre- 
sence requisite ; but the coroner 

" Did not see the necessity of Mr. Harris being pveaent." 

The inquest was adjourned to enable Mr. Harris to be pre- 
sent. His presence was attended with very evident illustra- 
tions of its necessity. 

Some results of his presence may be noticed. 

A juror bad inquired of the coroner, at tho second day of 
meeting of the inquest, respecting the giving np the patient 
by Mr. Harris to Mr. Pearce. 

"Juror. Do you not think it TCry strange conduct of Mr. Harris, sir, to 
give up a patient in that state P — Cor. No, sir ; it is but a piece of estab- 
Uahed etiquette between medical men in such cssch, to quickly retire when 
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IP Here the deputy-coroner indicates that Mr. Pearce virtually SECT. V. ]j 
caused the dismissal of Mr. Harris — an indication not justi- 
fied by any evidence given, and consequently unjustifiably 
indicated by the deputy -coroner as a fact f the more unjusti- 
fiably assumed, because had Mr, Pearce so taken the patient ' 
out of Mr. Harris's hands, any gross neglect or gross mal- 
treatment would have had additional criminality attached 
to it. 

The coroner evidently felt this idea as one of the points on 
which he felt strongly, since, afterwards, when Mr. Pearce, 
referring to the state of his brother on Sunday at one o'clock, 
tad observed that he visited him simply as a brother, the ' 
loroner thus queried: 



r. to Mr. Pearce. Was deceased under your treatment then P — Wit. i 
■, 1 refuaed to [rent liioi.— Cor. Don't j'ou coll it treating a maii 
tafidically when you ruhbed his legs for an hour and a holf? — Wit. No, 

a treating him humanely. I rublieil him for humanity's sake. I 
Ibould have rubbed you, sir, as long pad as well, hod you been in that I 
inUition." 

"What judge but one who folt strongly on the ease would 
have surmised that an act of humanity constituted an act of 
medical treatment, an act of intrusion of himself medically, 
an act of extrusion of another medically : in other words, that 
rubbing the crarap-afi'ected legs of a suffering brother was an j 
act dismissing the medical practitioner in previous medical 
I attendance 1 

The importance of Mr. Harris's presence is exhibited in i 
Kie fact, that he dissipates by his evidence the whole of the 1 
Bmaginings of the coroner, 

Mr. Harris, in giving his evidence stated, that on leaving ] 
the patient on Sunday night — 

" I requested one of the attendants to inquire whether Mr. Pearce would 
ea physician i was then told about Mr, C.T.Pearoe,and I requested 
31 i considered the case then one oi great danger. The fttlendnnts 
Kkid that his brother, Mr. C. T. Pearce, was in the profession, and would ,1 
le there in the course of the evening, about half-past nine. — Cor. Did Mj;. \ 
p!. T. Poarce call to see you ? Mr. H, Yes ; I hft imrd (fial I irished ta\ 
\t hijn. — Cor. After meeting and consulting, did he wish to take the case 1 
fnt of your hands ? Mr. H. It ww so agreed belioeen ui. He stated that I 
i homiBopathist, and that he should like that system adopted iQ.I 
N K2 



280 APPENDIX. 



SECT. V. the co8€. — Cor. And in consequence of that remark, you gaTe the case over 
to him ? Mr. H. I transmitted the case to him, and he then requested me 
to look in the next day as a friend, to see how matters were going on. — 
Cor. Did you do so ? Mr. H. I did so, giving him to understand that I 
could not act in concurrence with him, being totally ignorant of that 
doctrine. 

The coroner proceeds to inquire, as if the matter was not 

perfectly clear ; 

" Cor. Did Mr. Pearce take him out of your hands ? Mr. H. No, no, sir." 
The importance of Mr. Harris being present is evidenced 

in the fact, that he testifies that the patient improved while 

under Mr. Pearce's treatment. 

" Cor. Was he relieved on the Monday when you called to see him ? 
Mr. Harris. He was very much relieved." 

The importance of Mr. Harris's presence becomes more 
and more apparent, since Mr. Harris testifies that 

His private opinion was that he (the patient) died from the results of 
disease. 

This was a home-thrust for a coroner who felt strongly 
on the case. Mr. Deputy-Coroner was not to be put ofiT in 
such a manner. He had not studied law in vain. He meets 
Mr. Harris's assertion by inquiring — 

Cor. How can you form that opinion, that he certainly died from dis- 
ease ? In law, that opinion would go for nothing. You must be a most 
wonderful medical man to come to such a conclusion, when you did not 
see him for eight days. ' 

If Mr. Harris was a wonderful medical man for presuming 

to have a private opinion on the death of a patient, Mr. Wak- 

ley was a far more wonderful coroner for making Mr. Harris 

a wonderful medical man on a ground which, as a coroner, 

he was bound to know did not exist. For this very judge 

had ascertained by his own question that Mr. Harris had seen 

deceased the day before he died. 

"Cor. (to Mr. Harris). When did you see the deceased last? Mr. Harris. 
On the 17th (the day before the patient died) was called to see IVIrs. 
Pearce, and saw him then." 

Not half an hour after this examination of Mr. Harris, the 
deputy-coroner, who had drawn out by his own examination the 
fact that Mr. Harris had seen the deceased the day before he 
died, calls him a wonderful medical man for giving an opinion 
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wlien he had not seen the patii'nt for ei^Iit days. When to sect, v, 
this is added that another witness, Eliza Higgins, testified 
that Mr. Harris saw the deceased three times after the Sun- 
day, can Mr. \Vakley's ohlivion be explained otherwise than 
by the acltnowledgmcnt he made — 

" I feel strongly on the cnae." 

And this conclusion is the more sustained, when it is re- 
membered the great deference paid by the coroner to Mr. 
Davis, as long as he testified that he died from sheer exhaus- 
tion, from want of food ; directly, however, Mr, Davis began 
to modify his opinion, the coroner then began to treat him as 

barrister does when brow-beating a witness. (See page 290.) 
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^^M The state of mind expressed by Mr. Wakley, " I feel strongly 
^^^^n the case myself," affords the explanation of many absurdi- 
ties into which the coroner fell, 

" Dr. KelBnll. UflB had muoh experience in Asiatic cholera, and lias 
Ibrraed the conclusion, ibat tlie Tccy key-atone of safety to tlie patient h 
the abhlaining from food Irom the moment he U attacked to tiie luouent 
that he is convalescent." 

The coroner then asks the following stupid question : 

•I "Suppose it lasts for twelve months then ?" 
y How any man could commit himself by asking a question 
BO egregiously absurd, is wonderfiil ; but how a judge could 
ask such a question, is so extraordinary, that nothing but the 
feeling strongly on the case can e.vplain the fact. Sucli a 
remark might pass for a joke, but jokes were not suited to the 
dignity of the judge in a court of justice, or of the court in 
which be was the judge. 

ILLUBTBATIOIT TDJIID. 

Another exhibition of the truth of the acknowledgement, 
" I feel strongly on the ease myself," is afforded in the mode 
f eliciting information from the witnesses. 

Mr. Deputy-Coroner Wakley is, as has been already stated, 
a barrister of two years standing. He must, therefore, know 
that it is a rule laid down by the higlicst judicial authorities. 
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'. V. and practised by the best men at the bar, not to put questions 
so as to lead the witness; and, if some one should foolishly 
attempt to do this, the question is immediately opposed. 

A few of Mr. Deputy-Coroner's questions may be se- 
lected : 

Cor. Did he gay b}- vhat or by whom he had been starved to death P 

" By what or by whom," rather comprehensive. 

Car. Did he not make iomc remarks raapoctiag the treatment he was 
reeeiTing from hU brother? 

This (juestion " did he not " has rather an inviting-answer 
attaciicd to it, and it was addressed to the widow. 

Cor. Did be ever aoj he was starved? 

This was addressed to John Hasted. 

Cor. Did you ever bear him aay anjlling about being ataired ? 

This was addressed to the mother-in-law. 

Supi)osiiig, as Mr. Wakloy's position as a barrister requires, 
that he should know the proper mode of questioning, this 
mode of questioning, t.iken with all the connecting circum- 
stances, evidently was adopted with the view of damaging 
Mr. Pearce, and can be explained only on the supposition thi.t 
Mr. Wakley felt, as he acknowledged, strongly on the case. 

ILLUSTRATION FODRTU. 

The coroner having so far the knowledge of law as to 
know tliat a dying testimony of a man has legal weight, and 
liaving learned from EUza Higgius that the deceased com- 
plained of being starved the night before he died, the coroner 
immediately inquired, 

Did he know he was dying? WiL That 1 am not aware of. 

Foiled here, the coroner asks, 

Did you cousider he was dying? Wit. I do not know. 

Foiled still, the coroner asks. 

Did you hear hiia say that he felt his end approaching P Wit. 1 did not. 



ILLDSTRATIOS FIFTH. 



The most extraordinary exemplification of tho strong feel- 
ing on the case experienced by the coroner, is afforded by the 
following, 
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t The coroner drew out of Mr. Davis, by a leading question, SLCT. ' 

t the deceased had asserted that he was starved by the 
honnBopathic system. 

When Mr. Johnston said — 

" He had with him two meiiical gentlemen, Drs. Kpps anil KbIshU; he 
nished to have theii oplnlou brought before the jury; that is, their opi- 
nion of thu case as LreBtcd by Mr.Fearce, in order that the jury may be 
coinjnced that the patient has been projicrly treated." 

The coroner rejiliod— 

" The question is rather as to the deceased's dying in consequence of not 
having Bufhcient food ; so that hommoprtthy has nothing to do with the 
present case ; the eystetn may be well and good enough : this is another 
thing; but the patient seemed to have died in consequence of want of 

Having thus made homceopathy to have a great deal to do 
with it, namely, having obtained the assertion that the dying 
man stated, that by the homteopathic system he was starved, 
the deputy-coroner, when the solicitor for Mr. Pearce wished 
to bring evidence in reference to that system, finds that 
" homceopathy has nothing to do with the present case " 

But still, though homasopathy has nothing to do with the 
present case, the deputy -coroner proceeds to unfold his homoe- 
opathy — 

"IbeUevethfltthebomosopaliio principle is, that if the patient is purged, 
that you go on purging; if sick, you make him siclier-" 

Having thus developed his homceopathy and in so develop- 
ing exhibited his ignorance, (for gross indeed must be his 
ignorance to put forth as the reality the opposite to what is 
taught by homceopathy), and having by this judicial statement 
biassed the minds of the jury against homiEopathy, the deputy- 
coroner in his summing up, drags in homeopathy, which he 
had previously stated, " had nothing to do with the present 
case:" remarking — 

" The jury has to consider wlio it was withheld the food, at the s 
it appears, that he has been treated homceopBthically." 

So that after all it has to do. And Mr. Deputy Coroner 
proceeds to make it do most effectually : 

Now, thia is a treatment looked upon by the profession oa a apecies of 
ibug, or quackery." 

And then after adding that he did not think that Mr, Pearce 
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SEC'T. V. had exhibited great or gross neglect, he adds, *• but the case 
has been treated homoDopathically." 

It is asked, without hesitation, is a man who sums up thus 
fit to sit on the judgment seat ? A man, who declares that ho- 
moeopathy has nothing to do mth the case : who then gives an 
absurd and positively erroneous statement of what is homoe- 
opathy, and then designating it humbug, and then declares, 
though there was no gross neglect, " the case had been treated 
homoeopathically." 

ILLUSTRATION SIXTH. 

How strongly Mr. Wakley felt on the case is evidenced, by 

the anxiety he expressed, when Mr. Davis wanted to modify 

his evidence, or rather the conclusion from his evidence. 

" Mr Davis here wished to qualify the statement, * That it was from 
want of food.' Of course it was coupled with the disease and debility, as 
well as the absence of food.'* 

Coroner. Heard nothing of this on a former occasion. (Reads.) " The 
cause of death was exhaustion from the want of food." 

w 

Mr Davis. And the disease : of course the absence of food helped. 

Coroner. — You must repeat your evidence again, sir. 

Mr Davis said he found him labouring under cholera together with 
fcnnt of food. 

Coroner. "Will have a direct answer ; did he die from disease or from 
want of food ? Mr Davis. Could not come to a certain conclusion ; the 
patient said he wanted food. 

Coroner, (sharply). Did he die from exhaustion, Mr Davis ? Mr Davis. 
I believe he did. 

Coroner. Then, you mean to say, that the man died from exhaustion 
from disease, as well as from want of food? Mr Davis. Yes, sir. — 
Coroner. Was the disease caused by want of food ? — Mr Davis. That I 
cannot say. — Coroner. Would want of food produce congestion? Mr 
Davis. It would. — Coroner. You found congestion, Mr Davis? Mr 
Davis. I did. 

Coroner. Mr Davis modifies his evidence now : he says the want of 
food would cause the congestion. Mr Davis (rather angrily) said, that 
disease and hunger together. — Coroner. Considers it amounts to the same 
thing. 

What sapience ! a man dying from disease and hunger is 
the same as dying from hunger alone. Unhappy Middlesex, 
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Cdapter VII. — What the Summing up of the Deputy- 

Coroner ought to have been. 

The suirming up of the deputy-coroner has already been SEt'T. ' 
given, (p. '2oij). That it is characterized by the state of 
mind, " I feel strongly on the case myself," does not admit 
of doubt. To show how {grievously that summing up was 
influenced by this state of mind, it is proposed to present a 
wmming up in accordance with the evidence i — 
Gentlemen of the Jury, 

This inquest is held because Mr.Davis,who was the medical 
attendant that saw the deceased last, did not feel justiRed in 
signing a certificate as to the cause of death being cholera, 
Mr, Davis declared his opinion at first that he died from ex- 
haustion from want of food ; subsequently he modified that 
opinion, and stated that the deceased died from exhaustion 
from disease, as well as from want of food. In support of 
that opinion, the evidence of Mr. Davis has reference to three 
points ; first, the appearance of the patient, " he looked ex- 
hausted;" second, the statement of the patient, the night before 
he died, " that he was starved by the homceopatbic system ; " 
and third, the "post mortem appearances," Other evidence was 
brought to prove that the patient said he wanted food, and 
also that he demanded food, and that be was starved. 

As this opinion, put forth by Mr. Davis, is attended with 
grave consequences to the brother of the deceased, who at- 
tended him pre^'ious to Mr. Davis, Mr, Davis no doubt care- 
fiiUy considered the matter before he gave the opinion which 
he has expressed, there being no point which requires greater 
caution in forming an opinion than upon medical treatment. 
It will be my duty to go over the evidence with precision. 

And here, at the outset, let me remark, you must not ima- 
gine that because a sick man says he is this or that, that 
it is true. It is quite common for persons, while under the 
influence of disease, to say that they are eternally damned, 
that they are being murdered, and yet they are persons of the 
most exemplary Christian character and surrounded by the 
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kiudest friends ; bo the tleceflscil, labouring under a pecoliar 
tever, and being, as bis wife deposed, in her opinion, " insane 
or light-headed," might have expressed strongly his belief that 
be was starved ; but this testimouy is not to be regarded a^ 
being a testimony to a fact, but as an oiidenco of the state of 
his mind while labouring under a disease. To this statement 
of his opinion I cannot recommend you to attach aay weight ; 
and this I have the less hesitation in declaring, because till 
Wednesday, while he was most abstinent, he was improving, 
nnd after that period, when be became worse, he appears, by 
the evidence of tlie witnesses, to have had beef-tea, &c,, i. e. 
to have been not so abstinent. 

It is truo that Mr. Davis, who, as stated, was the medical 
practitioner who saw the deceased last, testifies that the ap- 
pearance of the patient and the post mortem appearances 
indicated that he had died from exhaustion from want of 
food. This is evidence highly important. Still it is my du^ 
to add that Mr. Davis has modified bis testimony to-day, in 
stating that he died from exhaustion from disease, as well as 
from want of food. In opposition to this \-iew, Mr. Harris 
deposes that he believes the patient died from the effects of 
the disease, and as Mr. Harris saw the patient at the com- 
mencement, and therefore knew the severity of the first at- 
tack, and saw liim also on the 17th, the day before he died, 
his opinion is of equal value as that of Mr. Davis, because 
Mr. Davis, having seen him only iu the night before and on 
the day of his death, could not judge of the effects on the pa- 
tient's constitution of all that he had gone through during the 
week preceding his attendance. 

I may further add, that it is well known that this disease, 
Asiatic cholera, which Mr. Harrb testifies the patient had 
when he attended, so alters an individual, that a robust-look- 
ing man is changed in a few hours to the appearance of a man 
aged, and hence I think that the appearance of a patient 
when seen by Mr. Davis, (it having been proved, by witnesses, 
that the deceased had had an attack of cholera,) is not to be 
taken into consideration. 

It is painful to me, however, to draw your attention to a 
great discrepancy in Mr. Davis's statement as to the post 
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mortem appearances. He deposed, that " there was no evi- sect. 
dence, from tlie post mortem examinatioo, to prove that the 
man died from cholera ;" he further stated, that " the appear- 
ances presented when a man dies of starvation are the same 
as existed in this case, no material difference ;" bnt then^j 
having deposed fiirther, that there was congestion of internf^l 
organs, and being fiirther asked, "Whether congestion of the"^ 
internal organs is not an invariable sign after cholera ? " h»j 
replies, " Most certainly." So that this witness declares thi 
the patient has no signs of having died of cholera, and yet h»j 
has all the signs : so that, unless the signs of starvation are] 
the same as those that are presented after death from cholera, 
(of which we have no evidence,) tlic testimony of Mr. Davia] 
evidently establishes that the patient died from cholera. 

As to the patient having been treated homoeopath icaliyi 
with that we have nothing to do. Every medical man is ji 
tified in using the means which he deems best suited for th( 
cure of disease, and as Dr. Kelsall has testified that he has 
had great success in the treatment of this disease, he pursuing 
the homffiopathic method, and he having ailopted abstinence 
as a part of that treatment, all ground of charge against Mr. 
C. T. Pearce, on the score that he treated his brother homoe- 
opathically, is removed. In feet, as a lawyer, I have to inform 
you, that it is not one of the objects of the coroner's court to 
decide upon modes of practice, even though they be doubtful. 

I feel hound to add, that success seema to have 'attended 
Mr. Pearce's efforts, and it was only, when, from an attack of 
Asiatic cholera, he was unable personally to attend his bro- 
ther, that the progress seems not to have been so great ; still 
he prescribed from a daily statement, and obtained the aid of 
Dr. M'Oubrey; and further, recommended the patient's friends 
to obtain further homreopathic advice : so that he seems to 
exhibited neither gross neglect nor gross and unskilful 
treatment, the only grounds on which any charge against 
him would rest. 

My opinion, therefore, is that Mr. C. T, Pearee did the best 
he could under the circumstances, and though I respect the 

Ioonscientious scruples of a medical man preventing him from 
eigning a certificate when he has some doubts, yet I cannot 
o o 2 
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'■ help exjircssing my conviction, that it would have been for 
more in accordance with that honourable feeling which ought 
to exist between gentlemen of the same profession, if Sir. 
Davis had coinnmnicated to Mr. Pearee his difficulties, aod 
then, if not resolvable after consultation with Mr, Peaxce and 
Mr, Harris, to have called an inquest. 

My eoiielusion, therefore, is that the patient died from cho- 
lera, a disease, a feature of which, as most know, is its dread- 
ful fatality. 



CilAl'TKil VIII. — Bemarka uf the Press. 

The following remarks upon the trial itself show what the 
gentlemen of the profession, though not believing in homce- 
opathy, think of the vulgarized judicial and journalist oppo- 
nents of this mode of medical treatment. 

The matter quoted is from the Medical Gazette, p. 761, 
vol, XLIV., New Series. 

" We elsewhere insert the report of a recent trial at the 
Central Criminal Court, in which a medical student was 
charged with having caused the death of his brother by 
hoineeopiithic practice. Neither the indictment nor the evi- 
dence sustained the charge. The tbnner alleged that death 
had been caused by reason of the accused not having allowed 
the deceased sufficient food and nourishment ; but the medical 
evidence clearly established that the deceased was suffering 
from maligoant cholera, and that he was in a very critical 
state before he was seen by the defendant : in fact, tlie medi- 
cal witness for the prosecution admitted that when he_tir&t 
saw the deceased the disease was of itself sufficiently urgent to 
have caused death. It is not surprising, from this evidence. 
that the Grand Jury should have thrown out the bill, and 
that the jury at the trial, without calling for a defence, should 
have returned a verdict of Nnt Guilty. There are hvndreds 
of medical practltio'nera who might vnth equal reason have been 
put upon their trial for the resulte of their cholera practice. 
Those who have rtisorted to the free employment of iced 
drinks and cold water, and who had not at the same time 
inxividcd food and nourishment for their patients, under the 
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idea that the viscera were incapable of assimilating it, fiave sect, 
had a verif narrow escape. We euuld name half a dozen prac- 
titioners, who, upon this peculiar view of tlie criine of n 
slaughter, ought to have been placed in tlie dock at t/ie < 
Bailey, to answer for the iintbi-tunate results of their pr.icticei 
The case might well call forth the indignant remonstrance of 
the judge, Mr. Justice Maule, who, after all the evidence for 
the prosecution hail been given, said, ' How any man could_ 
be found to say that the defendant was guilty of manslaughtfl 
I cannot conceive.' 

" We are no defenders of homceopathy or liomoaopathic prM 
tice, as our columns have at various times sufficiently provedjl 
but we regard anything like persecution, whether directedl 
against medical student or practitioner, with i 
damages the character of the profession, aud weakens t 
power of its members to benefit the public, by the prosec 
tion of unlicensed practitioners. 

" We cannot conclude these remarks without directing 
attention to the very unpleasant position in which the medical 
witness placed himself by not ^ving a plain answer to a plainia 
question. 

" ' Mr. Justice Matde. — Would it be a proper course ii 
case of a cholera patient who was in a state of collapse to giq 
solid food, or would the bowels be in a condition to receive it % 

" ' Witness. — He could have had liquid food. 

■' ' Mr. Justice Maule, — Why do you not answer the queg 
tion ? Would it be proper to give solid food ? 

" ' Witness. — No.' 

■' Whatever a witness may think of the relevancy or i 
levancy of a question put to him by a judge, barrister, 
coroner, he should always give a plain straightforward answ 
!£ a lawyer does not obtain a plain answer at once, he will be 
eure to extract it, to the discomfiture of the witness, in a 
circumlocutory way. The judge said nothing about liquid 
food ; and if, after having replied to the question as the witnefl 
was subsequently compelled to reply, in the negative, he h 
qualified his answer by stating that the stomach in this e 
might have received aud retained liquid food, he would ha,ij 
equally attained Ids object, and have avoided exciting the d 
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'. [)leasure of the court. Wo ma^t admit, however, tlist bvtbe 
verdict of the coroner's jury the medical witness in tlas case 
was placed ia a Diost unfortunate position. He was expecttd 
to prove that a man labouring under an attack of mnJignant 
cholera had died, not from tlie disease, altliougl) this was 
admitteil to huvu been urn;ent enough to have caused JeotJt, 
but from the want of sufficient food and nourishment with- 
held &om liim by the accused, when, as tlte vritness admitted, 
in answer to a question from the learned judge, he saw nothing 
which induced him to believe that the defendant bad acted 
improperly in the case !" 

The next quotation is from the Spectator, a journal that 
did good suit and service against Mr. Wakley; a service 
which, under the title of " Bloomsbury College," Mr. Wakley 
will remember, 

i\S ENGLISH INQUISITION AGAINST SrEDlCAL HERESY. 

TO TII8 EOITOK OF TUE BPECTATOH. 

SL John's Wood. Nov. J, 1849, 

SlK,— Unhappy Middlesex has for Deputy Coroner Mr. 
Henry M. Wakley; whose chief qualification for the office 
jippears to be that be is the son of his father. Doubtless, as 
the law now stands, that is technically a sufficient qualiSca- 
tion, when backed by that father's warrant; but there was 
once a Thomas Wakley whose deep-mouthed patriotiKm would 
fiiin have made tho very stones of FSnsbury to rise and mutiny 
against such an abuse of patronage. No more of that, how- 
ever : men are but men ; and if tho most popular of coroners 
will put his own son into a snug berth that should be filled 
by a better man, the tkult is not so much in the individual as 
in human nature, and in the laws which sanction the custom 
of converting olfices of public trust into family chattels and 
hereditaments. 

Mr, Wakley, junior, has lately signalized himself by a dis- 
play of amazing — stupidity let us mildly call it, in his judicial 
capacity, to the cruel injury of an unoffending man. On 
Saturday last, Mr. Charles Thomas Pearce, a medical student, 
was tried at the Old Bailey, on the coroner's inquisition, for 
manslaughter alleged to have been committed on his own 
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brother. The following were the main facts brought out in SEC 
evidence. 

The deceased was attacked with cholera on the 8th of 
September last. On the 9th, he was visited and prescribed for 
by Mr, Harris, a surgeon; who of his own accord resigned 
the case to Mr. Charles Pearce ; and the latter had charge 
of it from Monday, September 10th, to the Wednesday night 
following. On the 13th, he was himself seized with cholera ; 
and his brother was transferred to the care of another surgeon, 
who continued to prescribe for him until the 18th, when he 
died, Thus, it appears, that the fatal illness extended over a 
period of eleven days ; during the first two and last six of 
which the defendant took no part in its management. He 
was charged, nevertlieless, with having " feloniously killed 
and slain " his brother, by preventing him (for three days !) 
" from having sufficient food and victuals for the nourishment 
of his body." What! said Mr. Justice Maule, when the 
evidence on this point was given, "is it meant to be con- 
tended that a sick man cannot survive three days' abstinence 
from food ? If that were true, I should not now be sitting 
here." Yet was it on something surpassing even that absurd 
assumption in its wild defiance of common sense and common 
experience, that the whole case for the prosecution was 
founded. Mr, Charles Pearce withheld solid food from his 
patient for three days — not all food ; for, said his brother's 
wdow in her cross-examination, the defendant " ordered gruel 
for the deceased on Tuesday, and told me to give it him, two 
teaspoonsfiil at a time." And these were the facts which 
a jury, presided over by Mr. Deputy-Coroner Wakley, 
considered sufficient to warrant a charge of manslaughter ! 
The jury in the higher court did not even require any defence 
before they acquitted the accused ; and Mr. Justice Maule, 
who tried the case, received their verdict with this emphatic 
declaration : " How any man could be found to say that this 
defendant was guilty of manslaughter, I cannot conceive : it 
appears that he was called in in a desperate case, and that 
he did everything it was possible to do under the circum- 
stances." 

No unprejudiced person will dispute tlie fitness of Mr. Justice 
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'. V.Maule'sconcladingobeerrattons, or &il to see that tbej amount 
to a most severe censore on the proceedings. Has Mr.Wakley, 
jnnior, no discreet friend to point out to hitn the propriely 
of confining himself to the question before him : the depnty- 
coroner mshed into & disqnisilion on homfropathy, which he 
assured the jury was a system of " bunibu>; and quackery." 
His rigmarole on this totally trreleTant topic had its effect 
in the return of the foolish verdict so pointedly con- 
demned by the judge of assize. The fact is, Mr_ H, M. 
Wakley mistakes altogether the nature, objects, and uses of 
the office of coroner. The business of a coroner is, to 
enquire into facts and calmly weigh and state the evidence to 
the jury, and not to compel men to discuss medical theories 
upon oath, or to set up his own theories as a medical man. 
We think it was a great error on the part of the freeholders 
to elect a medical man to the office. 

This case, Mr. Editor, affords another proof of what you 
lately urged — namely, that the interest of the pubhc demand 
the creation of means for openly, fully, and impartially testing 
novel facts and doctrines in medicine, so that those who are 
desirous of truth, and of truth only, should no longer be misled 
by blundering ordeeeitfiil guidt's, or distracted by the clamour 
of contending sects. It is desirable thai the world should at 
last be enabled to come to some settled conclusion respect- 
ing homceopathy, if it were only for the sake of public 
decency. Let it have a feir field, and stand or fall by its 
own merits. If the system is true, the sooner its truth 
is universally recognized the better; if false, surely more 
effectual means may be found for making its iaisehood ap- 
parent. I am, Sir, lie, 

W. K. K. 

The foregoing letter was copied into the Hxaminer, which 
expressed its entire concurrence in the observations contained 
in it. - — — 

From i/ie Journal of MeeUtli and Disease and Monthly 
Journal of Sommnpathy. 

The subjoined is selected from the numerous expressions 
of indignation the conduct of Mr. M. Wakley has called 
forth. 



^ Comment on the Trial of CiiABLES Thomas Pearce. sect. v. 

" This man seeina to have been doctored as well as he could ! how any 
man can be found to say this defendant in guilty of manslaughter, I cannot 
possihly imnsine ^ it apjMmra he was eallpd in in a desperate case, and did 
every thing it was possible to do under the cirennistaneen." — Jiintiee 
Maiile. 

Well might Judge Maule express his surpi-ise that any jury 
could have returned a verdict of manslaughter in the case of 
C T. Pearce : the reason why they did return such a verdict 
is however simple enough, when it is plainly stated : and as 
it involves a principle of great public interest, whether any 
Englishman ought to be imprisoned in Newgate at the caprice 
of one individual, and after a sojourn of seven days in a 
felon's cell, be called before a judge to plead, it is requisite 
that the cause of this extraordinary verdict should be ex- 
plained. The history of the verdict which excited the surprise 
of the judge, is just this — 

Mr. Deputy Coroner Wakley, " feels strongly on the sub- 
ject of homOBopathy;" in his wisdom he deems it "humbug 
and quackery r " ergo, he thinks all such humbugs and quacks 
fit objects for his practical jokery, and determines to make 
them also feel strongly that he disapproves of homoiopathy ; 
a seemingly fitting opportunity presents itself for the expres- 
sion of his disapprobation, and in his eagerness to crush a 
mode of therapeutics, he hates without comprehending, be 
commits an act which has as much the appearance of illega- 
lity as of prejudice. 

It is to be hoped that Mr. Wakley will learn, from the ge- 
neral expression of indignation at the verdict against Mr. 
Pearce, that it will not do in these days to allow the opinions 
of the proprietor of a medical periodical to be operative in the 
mind of a judge. If Mr, Wakley is to hold the dignified posi- 
tion of a judge, he must seek to obtain the mental condition 
necessary to a judge, which is perfect impartiahty. No cha- 
racter is higher than the judicial ; and he who, in any respect, 
does anything to degrade it in public estimation, is the worst 
enemy to the liberties of his country, however loudly he 
may talk about freedom. 
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SECT. V. Extract from " The Morning Pott" Newspaper, 
article,) of Saturdaif, October \A, ISIO. 

The report of an inqnest which has been twice adjourned, 
and only on the occasion of the jury assembling for the third 
time could be decided, appeared in our paper of Wednesday 
last 

The account we published was headed, '■ Manslaughter 
offainst a homwopathic doctor/' but as, on reflec(ioii, we deem 
it possible that the title which introdaced the report may, by 
seeming to confirm a prejudice which really has nothing to do 
with the case, be the means of injury to the accused, we im- 
heaitatingly retract the expression we have used. 

Mr. Richard D. Pearce, (ought to be Charles T. Pearce) 
against whom a verdict of manslaughter has been returned is, 
it appears, upon conviction a supporter of the homceopathic 
doctrine; but though he acted as secretary to a dispensary es- 
tablished to carry out such principles, he was not shown to 
have engaged in practice, and therefore we were in error when 
we gave him the title of practitioner. He is a student at the 
London University, where he has attended four years, being 
on the eve of appearing before the examiners who grant me- 
dical diplomas. Bis position is one of peculiar distress, and 
we cannot do otherwise than sympathize with a gentleman 
who, while free from the most distant suspicion of moral cul- 
pability, will be obliged in a court of jnstjce to refute a most 
serious charge. 

Mr. Pearee's professional prospects cannot be advantaged 
by the delay to which the verdict of the coroner's jury will 
subject him; but we confidently trust that no circumstance 
will be allowed, after the trial has decided the question of his 
innocence, to aggravate the disappointment he must necessarily 
endure. He stands in a situation of almost tragic interest, 
and commiseration is excited as we view the conditions by 
which he is surrounded. The deceased was the brother of the 
accused, and being attacked with a dangerous diarrhoea a re- 
gular practitioner, in the first instance, was called in to treat 
the disorder. There are some counter statements concerning 
the view taken of the case by the original attendant, but 
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whatever light it was regarded, there is no doubt that Mr. SECT, i 
Pearce ultimately undertook to minister to his brother's com- 
plaint, lie does not appear to have interposed with rudeness, 
or to have used any right that relationship can bestow with an 
undue show of authority, since the gentleman he superseded 
did not see proper to entirely discontinue Ms visits. From 
motives of affection, and a conscientious belief that certain 
measures known to himself would preserve his brother's life, 
Mr. Pearce upon the evidence seems to have interposed. His 
intentions were pure, and the convictions which emboldened 
him are shared by a great number of educated iiersons, while 
the duties of his secretaryship had, we may suppose, given him 
opportunities of practical observation. He was, moreover, no 
youth likely to rashly hazard an experiment, but when passed 
thirty-four years of age, he had for a considerable period ap- 
plied himself seriously to the study of medicine. 

The patient however died, and a coroner's inquest was 
summoned to ascertain the cause of death. We lament that 
throughout the investigation a great deal of professional feel- 
ing appears to have been displayed, but in the aumming-up of 
the coroner every semblance of decency seems, in the heat of 
partisanship, to have been discarded. Mr. H. M.Wakley "told 
the jury that the bomccopathic treatment was looked upon by 
the medical profession as a species of quackery and humbug." 
Language so strongly flavoured with abuse certainly sounds 
oddly when associated with the character of the judge. The 
coarseness and vulgarity of the expressions are, however, se- 
condary to the absence of strict agreement with truth which 
the words discover, and their total want of applicability to the 
matter which the jury bad to decide upon. 

That a majority, and a very large majority, of the gentlemen 
who follow the medical profession entertain sentiments of pro- 
found contempt for the homceopathic doctrine, we do not 
deny ; but a majority does not constitute the whole, and it is a 
fact that those who practice homteopathy are recognized mem- 
bers of the different colleges by which medicine is represented, 
If therefore some ridicule, others believe ; and the statement 
when fairly made warrants ud absolute conclusion either fa- 
vourable or adverse to the principles in question. 
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'. The tendency of the evidence, however, if it could establish 
noj-tLing, went to prove that the dcceused perished from star- 
mtion. Mr, Davis, who osaminei) the body after death, de- 
clared that he foand the viscera healthy ; and if we grant snch 
to have been the ease, then also must we admit that the reme- 
dial measures that had been adopted were judieions and 
etltctive. Tlie signs by means of which a disease b charac- 
terized had been durin-f life removed, and the medical treat- 
ment, consequently, liad left nothing for the jurj- to consider. 
That matter had been settled iinil tburonghly disposed ot^ 
therefore when Mr. H. M. Wakley took advantage of the 
official position to promulgate the opinions or prejudices of 
his parh', he was guilty of an offence which is aggravated by 
the vulgar acrimony of its expression. 

Dietetics and therapeutics are no less distinct from one an- 
other than are food and physic, when we view the subject 
strictly, neither tlie magnitude of the dose nor the nature of 
the nourishment administered can be confounded with the 
maxim in which the peculiarity of Hahnemann's opinions is 
expressed. The support allowed may have been insufficient — 
it certaiidy seenjs to have Iteen very limited, and such severity 
of regimen appears to us to be most injudicious; nevertheless, 
there was no evidence to demonstrate that it had in this case. 
so auccessfiiUy treated in other respects, been the cause of 
death. When Mr. Davis examined tlie body, he found the 
stomach empty; but as the deceased had, during the last 
twenty-four hours of life, been under that gentleman's 
care, and as, when he first saw the patient, ho states that 
there was a craving for food, the condition of the stomach 
after death with respect to its contents, if of any importance 
to the verdict, rather tells against the measures adopted by his 
successor than against those employed by the accused. Iced 
water and thin gruel were by Mr. Pearce administered, and 
though such spare diet is less than we think life demands du- 
ring the existence of an exhausting disease, nevertheless a 
witness was found in Dr. Kelsall to openly attest the practical 
results obtained by such enforced abstinence ; and assuredly 
the post mortem went far to confirm the boldness of the doc- 
tor's assertions. 
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The subjoined is another testimony from the Morning Posta^ 
I'Dec. 14, 1849, to the conduct exhibited towards Mr. Pearce. j 

' The Journal of Health and Disease, and Montfdy Journal 
of Homoeopathy. Nos. 5 and 6. — Sherwood and Co., '2'6, 
Paternoster -row. 

The major portion of both these nambers is devoted to th( 
report of, and remarks upon the trial of Mr. Charles Thomas 
I'earce, who was some short time since, in consequence of 
the verdict returned by a coroner's jury, committed lo prison 
on the charge of manslaughter. Our readers will remember 
that we, in a leading article, noticed the injustice of the case, 
and commented upon the cruelty of the decision. Against 

the accused we saw no distant prospect of substantiating the 

^Ll charge, and therefore we declared that there was no case to 
^H^ submit to a jury. The result justified our conclusion; for, 
^B after only two of the witnesses for the prosecution had been 
^^^ examined, Mr. Justice Maule interfered, and Mr. Pearce 
^H was discharged. The editor, with great good sense, makes 



That the verdict of the coroner's jury will ever be confirmed SECT. Vj 
8 not to be supposed. There is no ease to submit to a jurj-, 
and had the matter been in the slightest degree dubious, we 
should not have made it the subject of remark, On principle 
we are opposed to any interference of the press which possibly 
might influence the court of justice. We are often silent up- 
on topics on which our contemporaries hesitate not to com- 
^^ ment ; but when we see a form of law perverted, and facts 
^^U distorted to gratify party animosity, we recognize a duty 
^H stronger than the observance of any outward propriety. W( 
^H have therefore on tliis occasion, violated a rule of conduct' 
which we generally respect ; for, though the homceopathic 
doctrine may be untenable, and the measures adopted by 
Mr.Pearce may have been improper, yet, as the facts 
proved, we cannot forbear from expressing sympathy for tl 
gentleman who, in consequence of motives honourable to hi 

I man nature, has been dragged from the privacy of domei 
Borrow to answer a charge that appears to have no 



^e '■ 



w 




304 AppEsmx. 

,-, no remark upon these extraordinary circumstances, but he 
gives full reports of the trial and inquest, leaving these to do 
their work, which they certainly perform most effectually. 
We trust it will be some time before we again behold a judi- 
cial station converted into a medium for giving publicity to 
professional spite or personal prejudice. Nothing tends more 
to lower the medical character than those outbursts of vulgar 
iufemperance which certain of our coroners are too apt to in- 
dulge in. A profession suffers in general estimation when 
the persons who are supposed to have been chosen from its 
ranks on the_ground of their superior merit display an incapa- 
city to observe the customary decencies of behaviour. 

Mr. Pearce has been subjected to considerable hardship. 
A case of so much cruelty ought not to be allowed to remain 
where it now stands, and we hope to see it hereafter taken up 
in a proper spirit. Honiceopathists are not to be persecuted 
for their opinions. They may be wrong in much of their 
doctrine ; but, if they are, there exist a very large number 
who, for such a reason, should rather look on them with 
sympathy than with indignation. Homteopathy, however, is 
not all wrong ; for it has, on a few points at all events, taught 
those who presume to judge it. We are indebted to it for the 
introduction of Arnica am! Aconite into general practice; 
and the profession which has been instructed by its teaching 
ought not to he so very severe in condemnation of its practice- 
Willingly would we see the feuds which now distract medicine 
and retard its operative utdity merged in one common effort 
to ascertain the truth. Exposure such as results &om the 
trial of Mr. Pearce injures the respectability of the whole 
body of practitioners, and the moral lesson which the inci- 
dents convey should not be overlooked." 



Medical Science tmd Ctironcrs'' Law. — From the 

" Economist," Dec. lo, 1849. 

The case of Mr. C. T. Pearce, committed in October last, 

by the warrant of the Coroner for Middlesex, to Newgate, on 

a charge of manslaughter, because his brother died from 

cholera after he had been a few days under Mr. C. T, Pearce's 
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care, and afterwards tried and acquitted without entering sect. 
into his defence, is likely, according to a statement in the 
Journal of Health and Disease, to be made the subject of 
parliamealary investigation. We abridge, therefore, from 
that journal an outline of the case as deserving, both for the 
interests of science and of law, the attentiou of the public. 

Mr, C. T. Pearce is the Honorary Secretary of the English 
Homcenpathic Association, and the coroner who committed 
him is the son of Mr. Wakley. The latter is a barrister, and 
yet a very young man; but he is closely connected, by feel- 
ing and interest, with allopathic practitioners. In summing 
up, he said that homteopathy was looked upon by all the 
professional and intellectual men of this country as quackery. 
^_ The principal testimony, or rather declaration against Mr, 
^H C,T. Pearce was that of Mr. Davis, belonging to the allopathic 
^H school, with which the homoeopathists wage an intense war. 
^* Mr, C. T, Pearce seema so have been a strong partisan of the 
homosopathista, for he declared that he would not " subject a 
dog" to the treatment of the allopathic practitioners. The 
dispute was really between the believers in two different 
theories of medicine ; and the coroner, being biassed appa- 
rently in favour of one, committed the homceopathist Xo 
Newgate for manslaughter. The grand jury ignored the bilL 
Mr. Justice Maule, before whom the case was tried, pro* I 
nounced a very strong opinion on the coroner's verdict, whei 
he said, after hearing all the evidence for the prosecution, 
" How any person can say the man is guilty of manslaughter 
I cannot imagine." Mr. Membury Wakley took on himself 
the task for which Pope could find no fit person, of deciding 
" when doctors disagree ; " but a higher authority than the 
youthful coroner reversed his decision, and indirectly passed 
a severe censure on his presumption. 

We might be disposed, as the young coroner was, and aa 
some others were, to joke about the matter, but we cannot 

I forget the consequence of partisanship, hasty decision, and 
bad law. A gentleman, perfectly innocent in intention, 
acrnpulously careful in his professional practice — even if 
erroneous — who had to mourn the loss of his brother, andj 
was himself laid up with cholera, that gentlemen was, in tb 
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SECT. V. name and by the instrumentality of the law, which is made 

^^ and obeyed only for the common benefit, wrongfully dragged 

^L off to gaol, kept there for several days, and put to great 

^H e?£pense and inconvenience before he could obtain a judge's 

^H order to be liberated on bail. He had then to stand in the 

^H dock as a criminal — for, being committed on the coroner's 

^H warrant, the judge was bound to delirer him— had to go 

^H through the ignominy and odium of a public trial, all because 

^H the young coroner had a bias towards a particular theory of 

^H medicine, and was not a very sound and dispassionate lawyer. 

^H A similar infliction may fall on any man from such a mode of 

^H administering the law ; and if we wish to guard ourselves 

^M against injustice, and retain for the law the respect and 

^P honour it deserves, we must insist on Mr. Memhury Wakley, 

H or whoever may be coroner, being more careful in his pro- 

H ceedings. As Mr. C T. Pearce has no remedy at law against 

I the coroner, and as the parliament is never better employed 

H than when it is inquiring into and redressing, as far aa it can, 

H the wrongs done by persons in authority, the case seems a 

^L proper one to be brought under the notice of Ihe House of 

^H Commons. 

^H The question of science involved concerns our health as that 

^H of law concerns our liberties. Of the causes of such diseases 

^M as cholera, medical men are as ignorant nearly as the rest of 

^M the world; of the means of cure, and of the operation of 

^H remedies, generally, on the human body, their knowledge is 

^M little better than conjectural ; and whether they be homce- 

^H opathifits or allopathists, it is unbecoming to be dogmatic and 

^P positive in their assertions. The best medical man we are 

V acquainted with — one of the most distinguished and accom- 

H plished surgeons of the day —is at the same time the most 

^L cautious in prescribing and the least positive in his anticipa- 

^H tions. An ordinary apothecary is ready for every emergency, 

^H and prescribes for every case that he is summoned to oS^ hand, 

^H as if he were Esculapiua himself, knew at a glance the whole 

^H history and nature of the disease, and was a,s certain of the 

^1 operation of his drugs as a smith is of the effect of his forge- 

^H fire on a piece of iron. Amongst such men, looking out for 

^M practice as a means of living, we meet with truculent dis- 
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tania about the merits of Iheir own and the quackery of sect. v. 
ra' theories of physic. Less ready to inquire and observe 
than to gather pelf, they hunt after fees and neglect know- 
ledge. They see no other way to reach eminence and wealth 
than to press down a rival. Science gets crushed or distorted 
between their personal quarrels, and the healing art, founded 
on ill -understood principles, divested of truth and beauty, 
neither deserves nor commands the confidence of mankind. 

Considering the complex nature of the animal functions, 
the mereiy'empirical and conjectural knowledge which the 
njost enlightened physicians have of the expected operations 
of medicines on any given patient, and considering the im- 
portance to all of the preservation of life and health, there is 
no science which ought to be prosecuted with more care than 
therapeutics- It is, therefore, offensive to the public, and 
disgraceful to medical men, to impede investigation hy hard 
names, and rabidly attack individuals instead of coolly ex- 
amining the discoveries they allege they have made. We are 
no advocates of homccopathy j but we can safely say, that 
allopathy has been in many cases so little successful, that it 
ought to welcome instruction and assistance, from whatever 
quarter it may come. 



APTEB IX. — Evidences that would have been bfought at 
the Trial. 



The English Iloratpopathic Association did its duty by its 
member, Mr. C. T. Pearce. A defence was prepared which 
would have placed his medical conduct, in the treatment of 
his brother, on the highest basis, namely, the scientific. The 
subjoined gives a brief risumi of the witnesses who wonld 
have been examined, and of the points which would have 
been established. 

Mr. Simmons is a member of the Royal College of Surgeons, resides at 
156, Tooley-Etreet, will state that he is not a homiEopnthio practitioner : 
That he has known Dr. Kelaall (who is a homceopathic practitioner) about 
two months : that their acquaintance Gommenced when witness was un- 
well himself, and hearing of the Dr.'s sucoessful treatment of cholera, 



SECT. V. witneu sent to request he would prescribe for him. Witness had dysentery: 
that he did not then know that Dr. Kelsall vas a homiEopatfaut : that 

^^ when witness was convalescing, Dr. KelssU occidentally called, and just 

^H before he arrived, witness's wife hnd been attacked witli unequivocal 

^H^ symptoms of cholera, i. e. collapse: that Dr. Kelsall took charge ofwit- 

^^H neu's wife's case, gave her only homieopathic medicines: thaf she was 

^^M dangerously ill, and Dr. Kelsall allowed her to take no aliment whatever 

^^M during seven days, except plain water, a teospnonru] at a time: that it is 

^^H witness's firm conviction that his wife would have died, had she taken any 

^^U food during the time it was forbidden; and, although she frequently 

^^U desired food, and said she should bo starved, it was not granted: that 

^^H witness's wife's health has been exceedingly delicate for at least hlteen 

^^M years, and thai she is not a likely subject to bear starvation ; but, that she 

^^1 certainly benefited by seven days total abstinence from food 

^H William Alexander Hills, No. 10, Orove-road, Palmer's villa^^e, West- 

^^1 minster, will prove: That he was taken ill with cholera, on Wednesday, 

^H 5th Sept 1&19: that he was attended by Dr. Curie from that day: that 

^B from that day until Sunday, the 30th Sept. 1849, {twenty-five days), 

^H wltnau took no food : that the only thing which witness did take during 

^H that time was iced-water, and water in which toast had been immersed, 

^^t and the medicines prescribed by Dr. Curie ; that he po abstained from food 

^H by the advice of Dr. Curie ; that on Sunday, Oie 30th Sept 184tl, he look 

^^H only some beef-tea, and that he took it nt first only in small quantities, one 

^^U apoonfiil of beef-tea to two of water, and even that was oppressive to him. 

^H E. H. Gould, '70, Lombard-street, will slate : Tliat the prisoner (C. T. 

^^1 Pearce), attended witness's wife while labouring under an attack of 

^^1 Asiatic cholera : tliat when the prisoner wai; called in she was considered in 

^^1 great danger, she had violent cramps and vomitings : that the prisoner 

^^H kept her without food for four days : that atler that, be only allowed her 

^^B to take very small quantities at first, only aifeaspoonful of water twice or 

^^r thrice in an hour : that the collapse state of cholera was followed by fever 

^V and wandering of mind: that witness with the consent of the prisoner 

^H called in Dr. EppB, who approved of the prisoner's treatment: that nei- 

^K ther witness nor his wife had previously any faith in homoeopathy : that 

^^1 so rapid was witness's wife's improvement under the prisoner's treatment, 

^^M that although not e:xpected to survive many hours on the 27th SepL, she 

^^P on the 4th of October, paid a visit tu a relative, three miles distant Irom 

^B her home. 

^M Jenny S., governess in the family of the Earl of Wilton, Heaton-park, 

^H Manchester, will slato : That she is a native of Switnerland, and that she 

^H left that country about seven years, to accompany the family of the Che- 

^H valier Bunsen, to England : that shortly after her arrival in England she 
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B jwd a violent attack uf illness, and was [ilaced undiT Dr. Curie's care : that SEO'i'. 
, witness was kept thirty days nithout any food except aa after mentioned: 
that during the first fourteen days witness took nothing but lugored-nater, 
that for the next fourteen days she took nothing but plain water, that at t)ie 
end of thL> twenty-eight days as witneBs appeared somewhat better, 
Dr. Curie gave her three small spoonsfulls of Gelee de Viande, which occa- 
sioned a relapse, and she was again for ten days in indescribable agony : 
that witness was in so weak a state when first placed under Dr. Curie's 
care, that he gave her food and persisted in doing so until witness became 
much worse, and she then began to abstain froni food and continued to do 
so, na before stated : that witness ultimately recovered under Dr. Curie's 
treatment, and has since enjoyed good health, while before she bad bcuQ 
for several years on a bed of sickness, excepting only short periods of cJin- 
valescence, during one of which she came to England, as before stated. 
I Samue! Bee, 11, Rent-place, Old S.ontrroBd, shoemaker, will slate: 
I That witness hud an attack of Asiatic cholera on the IQlh August, 1819, 
I ' and was attended by Dr. Kelsall : that witness was by the Ur.'s directions 
* kept witliout food for thirteen days, vix., from the 19th to the 31st August, 
■ except as after stated : that during the whole time witness craved in- 
cessantly for food and said he was being starved, but for the last three 
days, 83 witness began to get better, the craving diminished i that when 
L witness was craving for food his wife gave him (but against the Dr.'sdirec- 
I tions) about a wine-glass of weak milk and water, and on another occa- 
\ won the doctor yielded to the urgent entreaty of witness's brother, to allow 
him to take two teospoonsfull of weak brandy and water, but he forewarned 
witness of the effects which would follow the faking of it : that on both 
occasions ofler taking the milk and water and the brandy and water wit- 
ness felt much worse, all the symptoms were nggravated, and after taking 
the brandy and water witness thought he should have died : that the 
cholera was worse in the neighbourhood of witness's residence than any 
other part of London, and many of witness's neighbours, who were treated 
by the ordinary doctors, died, and witness believed that he also siiould have 
died if he bad been treated by them. 

Mrs, Matilda Shaw, 3, Wellington- pi ace, Kent-road, will state : That 
k witness bad an attack of Asiatic cholera in August, 1849, and was attended 
I by Ur. Kelsall : that witness by the doctor's advice abatained from food for 
I ten days, and during that time took nothing but water, oseepl the medi- 
I dnea prescribed by Dr. ICelsall, until the tenth day, when witness was 
I allowed to take two teaspoonsfull of heef-tea; tliat witness's husband had 
I idso an attack of cholera'and was kept by Dr. Kelsall without food for Ave 
} days: that both witness and her husband had at first a desire ibr food, but. ■ 
llh*. Kelsall would not allow any to be given, and the desire al^erwRrdK-J 
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'.V. abated: Uiatwitneu, her husbatid, and another peraon, (Mrs. Watkise), 
nho van Btlacked with cholera in -wilnesi'a room, while on a viait to her, 
all recovered under Dr. EelsaU's treatment : that when witncxs iras fint 
attacked the sent for Mr. Blomfield the parish surgeon, hut he did not 
come for iive hours afterwards, and that in the meanlime Dr. KelsalJ had 
boon called in : that when Mr. filomfield called, witness and her husband 
n-ere in the same bed in a state of collapse, Ur. Blomfield acted very im- 
pertinently, told witness and her husbimd that if they committed them- 
seivcB to Dt. XeUuira treatment it would kill them ,■ he also urged witneia 
and her husband to place themselves under his care, hut they both pre- 
ferred remaining under Dr. Kelsoil : that neither witness or her hiiabaad 
knew anything of homccopathy before, but were recommended to consult 
Dr. Keball, by witness's master, Mr. Mills, a brewer. 

William Warre Simpson, 65, Old Broad-street, shiphroker, will state : 
That he was attended by Dr. Curie for an attack of pneumonia in July, 
1849 : that lie was ten days kept without food by Dr. Curie's direction, and 
during that time only had water in which toast had been sopped and gum 
water : that witness first had food but was much the worse ibr it, and iJiat 
he afterwards had a craving for food but the doctor prohibited him IVoin 
taking any, and he ultimately recovered. 

The Earl of Wilton will state: That his eldest daughter, during an at- 
tack of pneumonia, wna kept without food for above a fortnight, and during 
that time took nothing hut toast water : that his eldest son, during an in- 
Hammation of the stomach and intestines, abstained from all food, except 
toast water, for nine days : that thej were both treated homieopathicaljy, 
and so abstained from food by the doctor's directions: that they both re- 

Octsvius William Mayman, 24, Munsler-square, Regent's-park, will 
slate : That witness was treated by the prisoner, C. T. Pearce, during a 
recent attack of Asiatic cholera r that for three days witness took nothing 
but nuter in teaspoonsfull, excepting the medicines : that for the next two 
days he took a little cocoa, also in teaspoonsfull : that on the Ith day wit- 
ness was suiTiciently well to be able to go out for a walk : that Mr Pearce 
was not called in until witness's life was despaired of; he had previously 
] days been treated by an allopathic practitioner: that witness bad 



ir tried homcoopathy before, and had no faith ii 









posed to him. 

William Warne, 9, Gresh am -street west, will stale : That about four 
years since his wife had an attack of confluent small poi in its most viru- 
lent form, and was attended by Dr. Curie : that, by the doctor's directions, 
she took nothing for fourteen days, except pbio water and toast water sod 
the medicines : that for ten days the patient was totally blinil, and for «k 
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deiirious, but tliat when the malignity of the disease had abated, she SECT. V. 
Z^ndlf recoTered, and soon attained her usual strength. 

Rev. I. Wise is a Baptist minister, residing at 34, St. John'a-wood-ter- , 
race, will state : That his wife was attended by the prisoner, (Mr. C. T. ' 
Pearce,) for an attack of Asiatic cholera ; That the patient was violently , 
attacked with diarrhixa on lltJiSept. 1649; the prisoner attended hc:r,and 
prohibited her from taking food, and the vomitings, which had been very 
nolent, ceased for the whole of that day ; but upon afterwords taking food, 

increased, and continued to increase until the 20th SejitBinber, when 
ips and other aggravated symptoms set in : that witness immedintely 

ight the prisoner, who had himself been suffering under an attack of 
lera, from which he had not recovered ; but at witness's urgent entreaty, 
the prisoner came to visit his wife, and immediately forbid all food, except 
water in leaspoonsfuU ; that tiio patient recovered under the prisoner's 
treatment; that witness had been previously muoh opposed to homienp- 
athy : that witness's wife's case was the more dangerous, as she has been ' 
a great suffererj from an internal disease, for sixteen or seventeen years, 

Henry Legrand, 2, Bridge-place, South wark-btidgc- road, agent, will 
state : That he was taken ill a few days before Michaelmas-day, 11)19, with 
typhus fever and diarrhoia : that he was attended by Dr. Curie, and by hit 
direction was kejit ten days without food except gura and toast waters 
that, after the ten days, when very light food was given to witness, it made 
him ill again, 

Emma Munden : That witness was attended by tJie prisoner for an attack 
of Asiatic cholera : that by the prisoner's directions, witness was kept with- 
out food entirely for four days, and tliat for four days moi-e she scarcely 
took anything : that witness recovered from the attack, which was a very 
violent one ; witness's husband had previously recovered from an attack of 
diolera under the prisoner's treatment; while her sister, who had been ] 
treated according to the old system, died from cholera. 

Ann Hoy, IS, Boston-place, Dorset-square, will state : That she \ 
Mtended by the prisoner for an attack of Asiatic cholera, and, by his direct 
tions, was kept without food for several days, although witness had a greal I 
■raving for food : that witness recovered from the attack under the pri- 

aer's care : that witness was at first treated by the old system, but finding 

rsclf getting much worse, her friends became alarmed, and then called 

Mr. Pearce. 

Mrs. Hookway, 5, Regent- street, Dovor-road, will state; The patient 
Ws attended by Dr. Kelsall : that her son, aged twelve years, was attacked 
with Asiatic cholera on the 13th Sept. 1849, and that from that day to tha 
23rd SepL 1849, (eleven days,) he look no food whstcTcr, except on 

that that occasion was on the 18th Sept., when a teaapoiHifu] of 3 
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SECT. V. aiTowroot made with milk was given la the patient, which occasional 
alarming symptomi and oggTBTation of disease : that aamellmes the palienl 

^L said he was hungiy, but could not eat : that it is witness's firm opinion, 

^H thit if the patient had taken food during the attack, he would hav? died. 

^H Lord Robert Groavenor will state: That witness has known st 

^1 insUacea where palicntr. Buffering from Asiatic cholera, have been kepi 

^B without any other food than the nourishment derivable from toast water, 

^M gum water, or thin barley water, for upwards of a week, and recovering 

^H well afterwardi ; that such patients were treated homffiopalhieBlly, and 

^1 Ihc abstinence from food, in witness's opinion, tended most materially to 

^H hasten their oonialesccnce. 

^F Jolm Epjia, M.D., is a physician nf the University of Edinburgh, and was 

H^ for several years a lecturer on Ittateria Medico, being one of the lecturers 

^^ recognized by the lioyal CoUe^ of Surgeons, the Apothecaries' Company, 

^^ and llie Army and Navy Boards ; will state : That for the eleven years lost 

^H past he has practised exclusively on the homieopathic system ; that he bas 

^H had considerable experience in cholera: that in that disease, in its most 

^H fully developed form, total abstinence is essential to the recovery of the 

^H patient : that abstinence must he carried on, not only during the stage in 

^H wliich the vomiting and the purging of rice water evocuBlions prevail, and 

^H the stage of collapse, hut also in the stage which succeeds, as long as cere- 

^H brai symptoms manifest themselves : that the fever which follows the stage 

^H of collapse is one peculiar in its nature; that it is even more dangerous 

^M tlian ta the actual attack nf cholera, and that the taking of food in this 

^H stage is often attended with fatal results : that in this typhoid-like fever, a 

^H craving for food is, in many cases, a marked symptom of the iliseosed elate ; 

^H the jiatient indeed demands food, saya he is starved, and this demand for 

^H food is present even when the tongue la coated with a brown fur: that if 

^H the statements of Mr. Davis, as to the post mortem appearances, bo correct, 

^H the deceased's life would, in the witness's opinion, have been saved, if the 

^H abstinence enforced by Mr. Pearce had been followed out, and homiBO- 

^H pathii Lieatment pursued; and witness further believes, supposing the 

^H statement of Mr. Davis to be correct as to the post mortem appear- 

^V ances, that the giving food by the widow and tlie ordering brandy 

^M and beef-tea by Mr. Davis caused the fatal result: that in reference to 

^M want of power of digestion in fever, witness will state that food does not 

^K digest m fever; that it is a fact proved by the observations of Dr. Beau- 

^H mont, that while in the healthy state gastric juice is always poured into the 

^^M stomach when any substance is introduced into that oigan, in the febrile 

^H condition, gastric juice is not poured out when food is introduced into 

^B the Btomacli, and the gastric juice not being poured out the food taken 

^m remains in Uie stomach undigesled, even fnr forty-eight hours, producing 
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nd keeping up by iu presence a great amounl of irritation.— P. 98, 99, of SECT. V 
tt work entitled, " Experiments sod Obdervations on the Gastric Juice and 
the Physiology of Digestion," by Dr. Beaumont, republighed by Dr. Andrew 

P. F. Curie, M.D., this witness is a honweopalhic prscliiioner, will prove: 
That he has eiamined with great attention the case of Mr. Pearce, and 
thinks it may he stated according to the symptoms that the jiatient died of 
cholera at (he typhoid stage. The poet-mortem examination does not dxs- 
p:oTe thia opinion, nince the most important organs, the most acted upon 
in this disease have not been investigated, the intestines and the brain. 
Witness writes, " I will not dilate upon the verdict given by the jury, it is 
impossible to understand it, as it is in direct opposition to the testimony of 
the witnesses, who all agreed that the patient had taken nourishment dur» I 
ing the period of his illness, it is, therefore, quitj* evident he did not die 1 
from starvation ; hence the verdict of manslaughter is unjustifiable. Dut, 
Mr. Pearce did not the less recommend abstinence, and it becomes a 
scientific question to determine whether he was right or wrong in recom- 
mending his patient to abstain from food. 1 have no hesitation in testify- 
ing my approval in favour of the abstinence prescribed by Mr. Pearce ; 
according to my Judgment there is not a more dangerous treatment than 
that of giving aliment during the progress of acute disease, and r 
particularly in cholera cases. Food either solid or fluid should be ii 
dieted most strictly during every slage of the diseasG. It is only with the 
greatest care nourishment should be allowed when in a convalescent state 
as previously the pntient cannot digest, and the most 
infallibly attend the administering of food even in the smallest quantity. 
These opinions as to the necessity of abstinence from food in acute d: 
I am ready to substantiate by actual facts, and by the testimony of thtf J 
best authors in medical science, from the days of Hippocrates to th«'l 
present time." 

At this period of the case Mr. Davis would have been re- j 
examined by counsel in relation to the following facts : — 

Mr. Davis will admit a conversation with defendant on Wednesday, tha 
day before the fir^t adjourned inquest was held. Defendant went to him in 
pursuance of an invitation from witness. The following is copied from 
defendant's memorandum of the interview : — " On the evening of the 25th 
September, 1 visited Mr. Davis at his request. He appeared very friendly. 
I remained with him about an hour and we conversed freely about the ci 
of my late brother, and the coming inquest. He remarked that when hi 

. called in and attended my brother, he was not aware that he had h; 
Asiatic cholera, he found him suffering from diacrhcea ; that he 1 
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SECT. V. fifteen actionii of the boweli and that he was in a yeiy weak condition : 
that he ordered him a gUiss of brandy, followed with beef-teB, aher which 
he had milk and water given him, and brandy repeated together irith 
Btimulant medicinUE. The diorrhiEa was cheeked but he died the following 
morning. On my interrogating him as lo the post-mortem appearances, 
he iiid he found the right side of the heart congealed, lungs congested, 
liver and kidneys also congested, gall-bladder empty, and urinary-bladder 
empty. He had only time to ' just look' at the viscera, he said, and the 
stomach he handed to his son to examine. The intestines, he said, were 
empty, but he did not optn ihem. The time was short, he said, for he had 
a sudden notice on the day of the inquest, to make the post-mortem ex- 
amination, it was then 2 o'clock, and the jury was to sit a quarter before 4 ; 
in fact, said he, the body n'as so offensive, I was glad to hurry out of the 
room. The brain he had not examined nor any part of the nervous system. 
On questioning him as to the appearances presented after death from 
cholera, I found his knowledge very limited, but he Ihought tlie congested 
organs indicated cholera. I questioned him so closely as to his know- 
ledge of anatomy, that he admitted that when he was a student, subjects 
cost about £18 each, and hence beyond his teach. He at parting begged 
as a favor, that 1 would refrain from mentioning our conversation, or that 
we had had ihe interview." 

Catherine Stednian, 8, Belmonl-row, Nine Elms, Vauihall, will state : 
That she was in a situation as servant with Mr. Whimple, 20, Canterbury- 
place, Lambeth, was attacked with cholera in September last, was treated 
by the medical man of the family, viz., Mr. Colombel, residing at Lambeth- 
road. After two days her mother was sent for, but Mrs. Whimple tried to 
prevent her being treated homceopathicolly. The mother, however, per- 
siKlcd, and she was taken home on a bed in a coach, and placed under the 
care of Dr. E|ips. She abstained from taking anything but medicine and 
a very little cocoa, about half a pint, until the Sunday following, when feel- 
ing much better she was induced I« take a little toast and cocoa, and a 
very small piece of very light pudding. On Monday morning at 4, she 
was worse tlian ever, she was then eight days without tBStmg anything but 
the medicine, a little cocoa and cold irater. She is now recovered and is 
perfectly persuaded that she would have died had she not been treated 
homiBopathically, that is, refrained from food. A sister was seventeen 
days without lasting anything, by direction of Dr. Epps, but this was not 
a case of cholera. 

Edward Croniu, M.D., Loughborough-road, Brixton, will state: That 
he has been in India and Persia for some years as a medical man, and 
whilst in those countries, and also during the late viaitation here, haa been 
called largely to attend cases of cholera of the worst kind : that it ia wit- 
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'a opinion that entire abstinence from food is essential m tlie Bucceaaful SECT. V, 
t of cholera, and of the typhus fever, wbidi frequently follows 
it : that witness can speak to the marked success w hich huB attended the 
homceopatliic treatment of cholera: that from witness's experience as an 
altopathitt, when connected with a large fever hospital in Dublin, he hat 
frequently known nurses dismissed for allowing pulieats, in typhus and 
other fevers, much lesa pernicious food and in less quantity than that given 
to the deceased: thBtwitnessiiperfecttysalislied that serious misciiief must 
have resulted from what was given tn Ihe deceased ; that any intelligent 
and honest practitioner of tlie old school would judge in thin particular 
the same at witness, 

William Dockaey will testify lliat he was a patient of Dr. Epps : That 

he had been treated at Guy's Hospital, but without any beneHt: that he 

had afterwards been treated by a surgeon, in Commercial -road, but became 

worse : he, in August, 1849, came under Dr. Epps's care, and he improved 

tdl Sept. 3rJ, when he was tiiuch worse again ; Dr. E. Inqiiired whether he 

had had any great trouble tu cause him to be worse i he told Dr. E. that 

he had just buried his daughter, aged 26, who had died of cholera, and one 

r his grandchildren was lying dead of cholera, and another was dying, if 

; dead. William Docksey will testify Ihat he stated to Dr. Epps, that 

■ the surgeons (two attended) gave the three patients some medicines 1o 

.0 purgings and the vomitings, and (lietj nerrr recarered their senset 

r taking the medicines. Dr. E. told him, on reaching home, to eza- 

e the eliildren not buried, and see if they really were dead, as perhaps 

r were only in a stupor from opium. The samt- day, William Dook- 

■ey will testify, he, with his aon-in-law, the father of the children, came 

10 Dr. EpiM, and stated that one of the children, namely, Nathaniel 

in, was alive ) although the surgeons who attended the child told the 

>., on the Saturday preceding tlie Monday when William Docksey saw 

., to give the child no more medicine, as it was of no use : that the 

Bohild'a death might be eipected every minute : he could not live a few 

[bours. William Docksey will testify that Dr. E, prescribed for the child, 

jnd though during the treatment he never saw the child, the child was 

low in perfect health : and that the child took nofooil h«l 

.a for seven days.' 

William Brewer, Fort-place, Grange-road, Bermondsey, will testify that 

n captain of an East Indiaman ; that he has been several times 

that he has seen much of the Indian cholera : that he himself 



■ Additional panic iilars of this oaac are rooorded in tXit Joiimnl <if Heallh a. 
ate and MonOiUj Jmenuil <if Efmaopatiaf fiir Otohor. 1840, p 99. Messi 
r, IbIo Slicmood and Co.. PatoraoBter-roir. 
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'. V. wu seiied with cholera, aud kl» life nas despaired of, and that he 
nothinff but a Utile liquid /nod for twelve dayi, while under trealment. 

George Coles, of Clepham-piirk, merchant, will state: That his wife, 
while under an allsck of typhus lever, ahslained from food and took no- 
thing but water, or losEt water, for nine or ten days; that at the end of 
this period, under the impresuon that the symptomi were sufficiently sub- 
dued, she partook of a little beeflea and bread, but the fever returning, 
ahe was again compelled to fall back upon water, and another period of 
nine or ten days elapsed without ber tasting food ; that on the subsidence 
of the fever, beef-tea diluted was adminiaterad sparingly, and (ubsequently 
bread was allowed, and she then rapidly recovered ; that the patient was 
attended by Dr, Curie, and witness cannot but feel that the treatment pur- 
soed by Br. Curie was judicious, and that hnt for the Btrict obKerrance of 
his rnlcfl and instructions, a far different result might have ensued. 

The evidence, a rough outline of which has been thus pre- 
sented, would have completely established the propriety of 
Mr. Pcarce's medical treatment in its general points. After 
the delivery of such evidence, and after the cross examination 
which would have taken place, the philosophic character of 
homoDOpathy would have been patent. Mr. Davis may thank 
his good fortune that the case broke down before it required 
his assistance : for pitiable would have been the figure that 
he woidd have presented, had he been placed in the witness 
box. It is to be hoped that the fear he experienced at the 
thought of being so placed, will have created in him a deter- 
mination to exercise the preciution of, in future, most care- 
fully considering the opinions he ventures to give, opinions 
which, in this case, subjected a gentleman to the tfL-atment 
of a criminal. 



Chapter X. — DepoBitions taken he/ore the Coroner. 

It is deemed necessary, in order to complete as far as pos- 
sible this extraordinary case, and to give all the data neces- 
sary for medical men, centuries hence, to have a most full 
view of the animus existing towards homoeopathy at this 
time, to give the depositions which the coroner put into 
court. 

Eliza HigginB : I reaide at No. 8G, Mary-street, Uampstead-road. I uq 
a single woman. I was present at the death of Richard David Pearoe 
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wiiicb happened ot half-past ten o'clock, nn Tuesdfly ihe 18th day of Sep- SECT. ' 
tember. lie died at No. NG, Mary-aCrect, in this parish, lie wdb token 
ill last Saturday week, the 8lh day of September, with n violent bowel 
complaint, and he got worse in the night. 

On Sunday, the Olh day of SB[itember, he had Dr. Harris to see him, 
and Mr. Charles Thomas Pearce, the decerned man's brother, saw him 
also, and to:,k him (the deceased) out of Dr. Harris's hands the same day, 
and Mr. Pearce then attended deceased himself as a medical man. He la 
a homieopathic doctj^r, who resides near Park-road. Dr. Harris called oil 
the deceased three times nfterwaids in a friendly way, but not medically, 
and told Mm, Pearce (the wife of the deceased) in my presence, that he ' 
was iji forest danger. 

Mr. C. T. Pearce went on attending his brother as a medical man up to " 
Wednesday the l'2th September. Mr. C. T. Pearce, the doctor, then became 
ill himself, and discontinued bis visits, and directed that we should send 
and let him know how deceased was every day; a friend of the deceased 
used to coll on his brother and state bow he was goin); on, and tbebrother 
used to send medicines, but did not see him. 'Hie deceased was allowed 
very little to drink, and not allowed any nourishment except a little thin 
gruel. He had some beef-tea and arrowroot, but, tliis was after bin brother 
had ceased to see him. I do not know who ordered iL 

Mr. Davis, a medical man, saw Ihe deceased on Monday niglit, the I7th 
September. He was sent for, because the deceased was tiiuch worse. The 
deceased was continually wanting and asking for food. I have heard the 
deceased complain every hour in the day of bis naming food ; and he said 
that lie was being starved to death ; he said this the night before he died, 
and for some days before he died. And for some days before he died, ho 
complaints except of want of food. 1 heard Mr.C.T. Pearce (the 
a brother) say to the deceased man's wife that her husband was 
to have no food, 

John Davis: I am a member of the college of surgeons. I was colled 
to see the deceased, Kichard David Pearce, on Monday, the IStii da^ of 
September, at 9 at night, I found him extremely emaciated and suffering 
from sheer exhaustion. I immediately ordered a glass of brandy and water 
and nourishment and medicine. I saw him again at eight o'clock on Tues- 
day morning, he was then dyiTtg. On the previous evening^ be said he 
bad been starved by the homtEopathic system. I ordered mm to have 
brandy and water, beef tea, and milk, 

I have mndo a post mortem examination, and found the iiver and kidneya 
congested with hlood, right side of the heort congested, gall bladder 
empty, lungs congested : there was no fat. The bladder was empty, there 
was a small quantity of liquid in the stomach, about an ounce, a brown 
liquid. I have, with the asaistance-of my son, analysed- a portion of the 
liquid and found a small quantity of arsenic, hut not sufficient to cause 
death : the cause of the death was exhaustion caused by the wont of suffi- 
cient food and nouriahmeul, and congestion. The Jungs were sufficiently 
eongesled to cause death ; there were no signs to lead me to suppose the 
deceased bad had the eholeraj the apjiearanees of the i-iscera were not sucli 
as you meet with in cholera. 

lliiving heard the statement of the witnesses, the progress and illness of 
the deceased and his medical treatment, and connecting the facts related 
with the appearances of the body, externally and internally, when I made 
the post mnrtem examination, I am alii! of the came opinion as to the 
cause of death, namely, the want of sufficient food and nourishment, 
and congestiou, 

Jane Peai'ce (the wife of the deceased man) ; He was first taken ill on 
Suturdny, the 6ih of September; he was relaxed in his bowels. On 
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'. Sunday moniin)!;, tha Mh of Septamber, I vsnt fur Mr. Harrin, who ti^) 
me it wu cholera. Mr. Harris eaw him three times, th« decesMiiJ's brcdier 
abo eame. Mr. Eluru mo the decested in the eveuinfr. Mr. C. T. PesToe 
(the deoeasrd'a brother) then ireat to «ee Mr. Harris. Mr. Hiutih did not 
attend (he deceased sAer that dav. Mr. C. T. i'earcc told me, he had 
taken hii brcitlier tt; himself rram Mr. Harris, and that he wotilJ treat him 
liimaelf. Mr. C T. Ptarce went ou ollfnding the deceased up to the 12th 
nf September, and did not see him after, and told me not to (nve him 
nuythinff tc eat or lo drjuk, except the medicine. The lost lime Mr, C. T. 
Peorce saw the deceowjd. vta.i on the 12lh of September, and he visbed 
me dnil; to let him know bow be was (which I did), and he «ent medicinea, 
but did oot see the deceased. I asked him if 1 ml);bt pre him something 
to eat, and be Mid " No, f ou will kill him." 1 gave him a little gruel aiid 

little beef-tea, (agoinK the order of Mr. C. T. Pearee), because my 
husband said be wanted food, and he would have it. On Mondaj-, the 
iTlb of September, I went for Mr. Davis. Mr. Davis came and said lie 
wu sinking from want, I gave him what Mr. Davis ordered. On Friday, 
tlie 14th of September, he went out into the garden : he was very ex- 
hausted when lie came in, and was quite light-headed. I gave my 
husband some food (against tlie ordera of Mr. C. T. Pearee) on Thursday, 
previous to bis deatli. The food waa beef-tea and he kept it on his 
stomach. 

John Hasted : 1 residi* at No. 62, Clarence-gardens, and am a tailor. I 
have knon-n the deceased man for eight years, bis health was good, I saw 
him on the lltl] day of September, he woa very feeble, week, and ill. On 
Tueeday, tbe following day, I was sent for to go to his brother. On 
Thursday, the 13tb of September, I went to see the deceased and fancied 
be waa better, and they sent me to see how his brother was, vrho ,was ill. 

1 vfvat to fetch medicine from Mr. C. T. Pcarce for hia brother, twice on 
'I'hursday, the 1 3th of September, and once on each day un to Sunday, the 
16lbof September. On Thursday, previous to his death, the deceased 
man asked me to ask his brother (Mr. C. T. Peorce) to let him have some 
nourishment as he waa starving, but his brother refused. Mr, C. T. 
Pearee said, he must not have beef-tea, and no food but a little arrow- 
root and ijTuel: this was on tbe 13th day of September. 

Sarah Payne : The deceased man was my son-in-law. I saw hira last 
alive the day be died, viz., 16th of September. I was sent for on Sunday, 
[he 9lh of September, and found be waa very bad, and he said he had 
ersm])s. I saw bim once a-day up to his death, I saw the deceased man's 
brother. (Mr. Charles Thomaa Pearee,) there on Sunday, the 9tb day of 
September. I heard Mr. Charles Thomas Pearee say to the deceased man's 
wife (Mrs. Pearee), that he was to have no food, this vas on Tuesday, 
[he 1 1 lb of September, llie deceased man said he always wanted food, 
but his brother Charles did not wish him to take it. On the 12lb of 
September, I gave him a cup of tea and a bit of tout, because be said, 

rreviously, " For God's soke do or I shall be dead before tbe morning." 
gave him the tea and toast, and he kept both on hia stomach. 
Ricbatd Harris : I reside at 41), Guwer-street, and am a member of the 
College of Surgeons. I was called to see Richard Uavid Pearee on Sun- 
day, the 9th day of September, I found him suffering from cholera with 
cramps, purging and vomiting. I saw him four hours afterwards. I again 
MW him at 9 o'cloek, the cramps and sickness were relieved in consequence 
of the medicine I gave him. Mr. C. T. Pearee called in on me the snme 
evening, (Sunday, the 9th of September), and oiler some remarks said, 
Lo should like tbe homipopatliio system udopled with his brother 
consequence of tliat, 1 left the ci ' ' ' ' 
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which I did, but nut medioally. I told the brolher (Mr. C. T, Pearce) I SECT. V. 
could not attend praJessionally in concert with him, inasmuch i ' 



totally ignorant of the doctrine of homojopathj-. On the 10th, 1 saw 
Hichard DaTid Pearco and hs was much relieved, and 1 fancied it was 
from the medicine I had given him. I gave up the patient at the request 
of Mr. C. T. Pearce. It was my opinion that the man died IVom disease, 
I did not sen him professionally after the 9lh. 

Charles Thomas Pearce on being sworn and duly cautioned eoid : I 
reside at 3, Taunton- pi ace. Park-road. I am n medical eludent and 
not a member of the College of Surgeons On the Bth of Seiiltm- 
her, I was sent for to see my brother (the deceased). 1 found him 
ill with cramps and purging^, and suffering from Asiatic cholera. My 
brother wished me to treat him. I liealed him homteopathicnlly. Mr. 
Harris consented to give up the case to me. On the 9lh, the first day I 
saw him, be was then in a dying slate. On the 10th of Senleniber, he 
was much better but craving tor food, which 1 denied him. J gave him 
Belladonna and Arsenic. On Monday, the lUh, Mr. Harris saw the 
deceased, and congratulated me on the deceased's improved appearance. 
On the I2th, I saw him last, and ha was evidently better. On the 14th, 
at 8 o'clock in the evening, a message came to say he was worse and 
wandering in his head. I understood he had been into the garden 
against my orders. On the 17th day of September, a messenger came 
and a remark vbs made, that it was a shame I did not see him. I denied 
him food because he was suffering from cholera. 

Henry Kelsall : I reside at 6, Surrey-place, Old Kent-road. I am a 
FeUow of the Rojal College of Surgeons. I profess homccopathie prin- 
ciples. I have been twice round the world and have had much experience 
in cases of cholera. I was formerly a sui^eoo in the navy : my opinion 
is, that no food should be given to a person attacked with cholera, until 
lie Is convalescent, I hove had patients under my care without their 
taking food for a longer period than ten day^. Arrow-root was wrong to 
give to a person labouring under cholera. I have bed at llie lowest 
number a hundred cases of cholera and have only lost ten patients. 
Craving for food is a sym])tom of cholera. 



COKCLCUISti ttEM.\Rli.S, 

The facta and the views published in this statement will, it is 
believed, be the means of establishing in the public mind the 
injustice whicb has been practised against Mr. Pearce, and 
through him on honicenpathy. They will further demonstrate 
that injustice recoils on those who practise it. They further 
exhibit the importance of trial of jury before a properly quali- 
fied judge. They further demonstrate that a necessity exists 
for an appeal to parliament ; that as there are no steps which 
can bo taken in a court of law against the deputy-coroner for 
bis proceedings in this matter, the Houses of Commons and 
of Lords form the great National Court before whom the 
matter must be brought : and this the Committee of the Eng- 
lish Hommopathic Association have decided to carry out : and 
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SECT. V. they will bring before the House the point whether or not the 
law, which allows the coroner to appoint his deputy, in this 
case, viewing the position held as judicial, a stripling, should 
be repealed ; for the electors of Middlesex, it is certain, would 
not have selected Mr. H, M, Wakley as the coroner had the 
choice been left to them ; they chose Mr. Thomas Wakley, 
but did not consider that such appointment enabled the father 
to postpone their selection of another coroner, if he found 
himself unable for the performance of the duties. 

The Committee have the pleasure to add, that the expenses 
incurred in the defence of Mr. Pearce, amounting to nearly 
two hundred pounds, have been supplied by the friends of 
homoeopathy, and Mr. Pearce has not had to pay anything ; 
and although the treatment he has endured is one truly pain- 
ful, he will feel satisfied in the fact, that such treatment has 
excited a general expression of indignation, and has, as pro- 
ducing such a state of the public mind, done much to pro- 
mote the progress of that truth which Mr. Pearce has served 
so faithfully. 
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Sojiorary Secretan/, C. T. Peaece, Bsq. 

The utility of the English Homeopathic Association is 
demonstrated by the defence of Mr. Pearee, nnd also by tho 
issuing of the work now before the reader. The subjoined 
Address is again presented to the reader, and it is hoped that 
its perusal will induce him or her to obtain iresh membera for 
the Association, by associating all the friends of homuiopathy 
with it. 

ADBIl£SS. 

lo/oputhy was ftrs 

behalf has been carried on solely by tl 

phyaicians who have had the oaiidour and ooiirage to inveatigatii lU iirin- 
ciples, and to acknowledge iu claims. But within the comjmrnlively 
short space which has intervened since the period when it naa reoaga'ned 
only by a single mind, it has been diffused by ihoae effnrta throufchout 
almost ererj civilized country ; and the time is now ooine when iti dis- 
ciples are sufficienUy numerous to take, by a judicious otgniiiiialion, n 
deliiiitepBrt in promoting its reception. 

The Bngliah HoDimopathic Assoeialiun is therarore constituted with 
the view of uniting, as completely aa possible, tho Iriendiof HomiEO]}atliy, 
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(professional and ii on -professional,) Uiroughout the countrj', and of e 
nliling them to give cfiect, by active co-operation, to the interest they feel 
in its advancement. All who are acquainted with the sjBtem, or who 
desiro to promote its fair investigation, are inviied to join the ranks tbua 
formed i and, at the advanlsges to be derived not only from a well- 

Iilanncd organizalion, but from nuiiicriHii, rather tlian from individually 
srge, conlnbuliona, have been strikingly eiemplified in conn 
many of the moat imnortanl quesLions of the present day, i 
resolved that the funiU of tbe Aasociation shall he raised e 
Toluntjiry donations, coujiled with the payment of half-a-cro 
of its Members ax an annual fee for re^stration. 
Among the chief objects of the Associalion are, — 

I. To bring together the most active friends of lloi 

means of Genei'ul Meetings, at which the progress and the pros- 
pects of the science may be detailed. 

II. To publish treotisea and issue periodicals explanatory of the prin- ' 

ciples of the eystem, for distribution (gratuilously as far as ' 
piaclicable) amongst tbe Memliera and the public. 

III. To furnish the Members with statistical reports of Cases in the 
various Homa'opathic Institutions, and with notices on nil 
important points bearing on the progress of the cause, 

IV. To promote the publication of a correct translation of the works 
of Hahnemann and oUiera. 

V. To establish an Hospital. 

That these tneasurca effectually carried out would greatly accelerate the 
proereas of the science, will be at tince seen. The statementa furnished 
at the General Meetings would present lo the public thsjiicts of Homcrop- 
alhy as the best antidote to the libels of angry and uninformed opponents; 
the general circulation of explanatory treatises and periodiculs would 
carry knowledge into quarters where the system moy never have been 
heard of, except tiirough misrepresentations; and the publication of 
cases, and also of the works of the founder of the system, would be cal- 
culated to stimulate members of the medical profession to abandon their 
present mode of opposition, and to resort to scientifio experiments as the 
only test of the truth or falsehood of scientific statements. 

And apart from these consequences of its active efforts, the mere exist- 
ence of tliG Association will work much good. The majority of the world 
dread ridicule more than they love truth; and while individuals feel that ; 
in venturing to give even a trial to Homteopathy, they are exposing them- 
selves singly to the jests of its opponents, — Ibe prejudiced, and conse- 
quently uninquiring, multitude,— they will timidly draw hack. If, however, 
they are fortified by being able to point to a body large in number, and 
comprising many respected contributors to science, openly avowing their 
reoogniUon of the doctrine as the result of personal trial and investiga- 



)f the doctrine 
in, this difficulty will disappc 
he denounces the system as un 
having descended to its statistics, 
lute authority, and his phrases " 
pracLitiouers and the disciples of 



The advocate of the old school, whde 
v'orthy of inquiry, and boasts of never 
will no longer be regarded as an ahso- 
impostor" and "dupe," levelled at the 
of which he is ignorant, will 



e their force when he is reminded that terms of this sort can scarcely 
apply to a large and infiuential body, using their best efforts, by the dil- 
fusion of information, to enable him, if it be possible, to prove them in 
the wrong. 

Each Member pays an annual registration fee of 39. 6d,, and gives any 
donation deemed suitable. Persons desirous of joining the Aasociation 
can communicate with the Honoriuy Seorelaiy, C, T. PEiKCE, Esq. 
23, Queen Street, Piralico. 

N.B. Fost-otflce orders to be made payable at the post-office, Pimlico, 
lo CtiAEi.r.s T. Peakce. - ~ 
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